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MONDAY, OCTOBER 25, 1880. 

MEETING AT BANFF. 

On Monday the first annual general meeting of the 
Banff Field Club was held in the Conncil Chamber, 
Banff. Sheriff Scott Monerieff, President of the Club, 
occupied the chair, and there was a targe attendance 
of members. 

Sheriff S c o t t M o n c r i e f f said—I desire, in the first 
place, to convey to you my thanks for the honour you 
have done me in electing me to the post of first presi-
dent of this institution, and I regret that , owing to my 
absence from the previous meeting, I have not had an 
earlier opportunity of doing so. I confess that when 
my place in the list of your office-bearers was proposed 
in committee, the idea of presiding over a scientific 
body was to me very startling—all the more so because 
I knew that this body was to contain members who are 
either at present known in the scientific world, or whose 
reputation is a matter of certainty in time to come 
As for me, I cannot call myself even a student of these 
sciences which we have bound ourselves to promote 
although I may perhaps take the part amongst you of 
representing that reign of law about which we hear so 
much in these days, and at the same time be a guarantee 

to our neighbours that in these excursions of ours we 
shall not unduly trespass over their fields and planta-
tions Well, but ever since my election, my duties 
have been indeed nominal. Fortunately for all con-
cerned, the president is not called upon to lead expedi-
tions in any literal sense, so I have taken my place, eaten 
my lunch, and surveyed all tha t was to be seen with-
out any burden of responsibility weighing me down and 
clouding the sunshine of these delightful days. I could 
then sit at the feet, or rather follow at the heels, of 
those well qualified to guide, free of all care. I t was 
very different with the secretary and the treasurer 
For them an excursion means hard work—notices to 
issue, innkeepers and railway companies to bargain 
with, subscriptions to collect, descriptions to write. 
But iny time was to come. I felt it had when our ex-
cellent secretary asked me to name the day for the 
president's address. Alas, it is down in black and white 
in the rules that such a thing is to be in October, and 
the Club are to meet to hear it. Sadly did I run over 
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all the • ologies,' muse on neglected opportunities and 
fields for scientific research unexplored So in offering 
to you a few remarks this evening I must ask your kind 
forbearance if they savour but l i t t le of what should cha-
racterise the genuine scientific address. In the first 
place, then, we may, I think, congratulate ourselves 
upon having fairly started. I t is only a very few 
months ago since this project was talked of, and 
at tha t t ime some doubt was felt, if not expressed, 
as to the possibility of getting a sufficient num-
ber of members to join. Now, although we liave 
hardly existed long enough to claim to be an 
established institution like the British Association or 
Social Science Congress, still, we have emphatically 
made a beginning—achieved three excursions, and are 
cheerfully facing a winter of scientific papers and dis-
cussions, while oar membership is already represented 
by a highly respectable number. Let me for a moment 
or two refer to our rules, which are now printed, and 
in the hands of members. The first of these contains 
the tit le by which we are to be known, and very de-
scriptive I t rus t it will prove. We are a field club, and 
we ramble over our field for scientific purposes, because 
we are also a scientific society. The word science, 
which ought to be equivalent to knowledge, is often 
abused by too limited an application, but , as explained 
by Rule II . , we are fairly entitled to the character of 
scientific, because we seek all the knowledge which our 
field is capable of affording us. We do not explore it as 
antiquarians, or as naturalists, or as botanists exclu-
sively, for in all these capacities we are free to go, and 
there is a grand ' &c." a t the end of the rule which is 
tantamount to a declaration tha t , if there be any other 
science not specified there for which our field can afford 
illustrations, tha t science shall readily command our 
investigation. Now, this catholicity in the sciences, 
this recognition of science in the sense of knowledge, 
is of no little importance. Every r ight thinking man 
must regret the misunderstandings and jealousies 
which exist between what are known as scientific and 
non-scientific men, aye, and between specialists of 
various sorts within the ranks of the former. Science, I 
mean in the popular sense, has in our day to carry on a 
warfare with more than one set of opponents. On 
educational questions it has to face tha t school in 

' whose eyes education is nothing if it be not classical, 
who view with jealousy any new branch of study, or at 
least i t s recognition in educational codes. The mem-
bers of this school can recognise but one type of tho 
educated man, but one mode of acquiring culture, a 
little Latin and Greek, a little philosophy, and out 
of condescension to the weaker brethern, some acquaint-
ance with modern literature and languages. This is what 
they would prescribe to the student. Out to this sub-
ject wo may refer again. Then there is that warfare 
between science and the Church—the chair of the pro-
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fessor and the pulpit of the divine ever breaking out 
afresh. How much foolish speaking and writing is to be 
deplored on both sides. Are not scientific men too apt 
to misrepresent the Church, to refnse to recognise the 
progress in liberty of thought which she has made, to 
talk still as if all the clergy were necessarily bigots, as 
if Galileo had only yesterday been condemned, and to 
insist in recognising the voice of the Chnrch in t h e 
utterances of every foolish enthusiast who claims t o 
speak in her name ? On the other hand, what means all 
that unworthy suspicion of scientific t r u th ? t ha t readi-
ness to discover Atheism in those who advance them, 
which our Churohes too often exhibit ? We feel assured 
that these things ought not to be. Now what can more 
happily and satisfactorily tend to the removal of the 
obstacles which thns keep brave, well-meaning t ru th -
seekers apart than the establishment of popular scien-
tific associations of a character such as th is open a t 
once to scientific specialist, classical student, and ortho-
dox divine, and inviting all alike, side by side, to como 
and enjoy a bright summer day ? Our Society is neces-
sarily on a small scale, and yet within its narrow l imits 
we have these several distinct types. We may not be 
able to achieve the thoroughgoing work which a set of 
men all of one way of thinking, all devotees of one 
science, might perform, for our powers, such as they 
are, must necessarily be dissipated over so many sub-
jects ; but surely much is gained if a scientific spiri t is 

diffused, if he who is learned in one branch can impart 
a little of that knowledge to those who lack it, and re-
ceive from them something in r e tu rn ; if the theologian 
can obtain a glimpse of the grand facts of science and 
the nature of that evidence upon which her induc-
tions are based; if the student of nature is reminded 
of that nnseen universe and those stupendous 
mysteries concerning which his oracles are silent. 
We welcome all to the membership of our Society. We 
know no distinction of creed or rank, nor of sex, save in 
this respect, that , conscious of the honour which t h e 
mere presence of the ladies confers upon us, we seek 
from them no subscriptions. That the young may share 
any benefit which we have to bestow, we invite them 
on favourable te rms; and allow me to express t h e hope 
that not a few young men who are prevented f rom join-
ing our summer excursions may, notwithstanding, be-
come members of this Association. They con at least 
take part in the winter work, which, if not so fascinat-
ing, is perhaps the more important ; and thus , indeed, 
may our Society be the means of widely diffusing a spiri t 
of enquiry. Every Field Club implies a locality over 
which to extend its investigations—in short , a field 
within which to work. One field is Banffshire and i ts 
vicinity. If not exactly a terra incognita, we have a t 
least the consolation of reflecting tha t former explora-
tions have proved it to be by no means destitute of ob-
jects of interest. By the patient researches of one of our 
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members, pursued throughout many years, the natural 
history of this locality has had much light thrown upon 
it. Have not, indeed, by the story of his labours, 
Banffshire and zoology come to be actually asso-
ciated together in the minds of many afar off who 
have never visited our county ? The geological at-
tractions of King-Edward, of Gamrie, and Portsoy 
are widely known, and I t rus t are to he rendered 
still more famous by the careful examination which 
the geology of the whole district is a t present 
undergoing. Taking up, in archaeology. but one class of 
specimens, and contenting himself with but a few of 
these, our secretary has, in his ' Ruined Castles, ' proved 
how much interesting history attaches to those weather-
beaten and now desolate towers, which stand by our 
river sides, or crown the natural battlements of 
our rocky coast. Banffshire, therefore, affords no 
mean field for the exercise of the pursuits which 
we have engaged in. On the contrary, it forms 
one of which any such association might well be 
proud. Let th is fact stimulate us to reap the full bene-
fit of all the advantages we thus possess. But in talking 
of the past explorations in various departments of in-
dividual members. I must not forget what has been done 
by this Club itself during its brief existence. Those 
present who attended the excursions of last summer and 
autumn must excuse me if I dwell briefly upon them 
here, and recall what was then done. Our first excursion 
was not of so popular a character as were its successors. 
By tha t I mean, tha t it called for more technical know-
ledge, and, perhaps, a greater exercise of faith, on the 
part of those who could but accept in t rus t what fell 
from the lips of our well qualified leaders. By next 
year, not a few who have joined our Field Club may 
have mastered some of the elements of tha t wonderful 
science, in itself one of the most modern, and which 
yet relates to an antiquity so vast as to fill the thinking 
mind with awe. But even the most ignoraut amongst 
those who clambered up the braes a t Findon, or over 
the rocks of Crovie and Gamrie, must have felt the ad-
vantage of a field lesson, of lines of prints and my-
sterious diagrams, giving place for once to the actual 
strata, as they lay revealed in regular order or dis-
located by some convulsion of a past age. And if the 
fish bed of Findon did not on the occasion of our visit 
disclose any specimen of say the Cheiracanthus 

Murchisoni, it was always something to have handled 
the limestone nodules as they lay on the spot, while we 
listened to our lecturer, and to have turned and wound, 
like Tennyson's girl graduates— 

'About the cliffs, the copses, out and in, 
Hammering and clinking, chattering stony names.' 

Thus, I think, all who attended tha t day must have 
returned convinced that the mode adopted by Field 
Clubs is one well adapted to convey solid instruct ion, 
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The exceedingly pleasant visit to Fyvio and the Braes 
of Gight will not soon be forgotten by the party who 
made it. I t is to he regretted tha t , owing to various 
circumstances, the party was not l a rger ; for, in the 
line of archaeology, there are, I feel sure, few more 
attractive subjects in any district of Scotland than 
Fyvie Castle. Archaeology and geology have certainly 
points in common. They both deal with the past, and, 
to a certain extent, both with stones. But by what are 
we so forcibly reminded as by archaeology of those dark 
days, before the dawn of modern science, when men 

' looked with indifference upon all the wonders of nature, 
or sought only to discover her secrets for their own 
base purposes? The archeologist is of older date than 
the geologist. Men would puzzle themselves and theo-
rise over the sculptured stones of Forres and Insch 
before they even bestowed a thought upon the nodules 
of Findon. I suspect there is not much in common 
between these two specimeus of humanity, for does not 
the lore of the past too often breathe its spirit towards 
the science of the present? But in our Field Club we 
have found a place for them both, and hi therto a t tes t 
they have unquestionably harmonized. Long, indeed, 
may their harmony continue. Compared with the 
structures of more favoured lands, the antiquity of 
Fyvie Castle (the oldest part of which does not exceed 
ave hundred years) may not be striking. But in Scotland 
there has always been a greater tendency to destroy than 
to preserve; and, even when man has abstained, the 
climate has wrought sad havoc. For the most part , as 
we know, Scottish Castles of this date are but heaps of 
s tones-quarries for the humble cottages around. How 
interesting therefore to stand in front of such a place 
as byvie, serving the purposes to-day for which it was 
built centuries ago; to look up at i ts massive towers 
and learn of the successive families by whom they have 
Been raised, and whose names they still bear. Sermons 
upon an old, old text, do they not preach ? Wha t has 
become of the Prestons and the Meldrums, whose reign 
extended over centuries? The proud Setons of Dun-
fermline seem to hive had honour after honour conferred 
u pon their race, destined to terminate in a childless exile, 
there are, too, at Fyvie special objects of great interest , 
such as the iron gate with its interlacing bars of ingenious 
workmanship, the splendid staircase, with i ts archings 
erected by the first of the Setons. and the oak carvings 
of the charter room. And although I suspect the 

weeping stone, in spite of its romantic name and 
associations, must be handed over to our matter of fact 
friends the geologists, was there not tha t secret and long 
closed chamber to add a weird charm to this ancient 
house ? If there was not much to at tract the mere anti-
quarian at the Castle of Gight. the fine scenery in which 
it is situated must, at least, have delighted every lover 
of nature, and that is a character to which, I t rus t , we 
an all lay claim. At Cullen, the scene of our third and 
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latest excursion, onr attention was directed towards 
ecclesiastical objects of antiquity, which are ever 
amongst the most interesting. I am sure all who 
heard it felt mnch indebted to Mr Cramond for the 
learned paper read by him on this occasion. He has 
set a good example, which, I t rust , may be frequently 
followed in their literally supplying us from his ample 
stores of local knowledge, liven in its present condi-
tion, the church of Cullen, with its ancient tombs and 
carved wood work, forms a most pleasiug contrast, 
to the vast majority of our parish churches. Much 
remains to be done in the way of rendering its general 
furnishings more worthy of such a building, for at 
present the pews and pulpit are very indifferent. Let 
me here suggest in passing one way in which a society 
such as ours may exercise a useful influence. Let it be 
our duty to do all we can by at tract ing public attention 
or otherwise to preserve, to restore, to beautify snch 
ancient relics as remain to us. | I think we shall find 
some work of this sort if we look out for i t . Beginning, 
for example, with the county town, let us ask—Can noth-
ing be done to wipe out a blot in i ts municipal annals 
by removing from its present discreditable position our 
fine old cross, by bringing it, a t all events, within the 
precincts of the burgh ? But to re turn to Cullen. An 
interest at taches to this old church through the his-
torical traditions which connect it, or, a t least, i ts site, 
with the queen of the Bruce, and a more famous Scot-
tish queen, "Mary Stuart . There can be no doubt that 
the present building represents one of the last of the old 
religious foundations, erected, indeed, and furnished 
with its provost, canons, and singing boys, on the very 
eve of the Eeformation, Within a period of little more 
than twenty years, men and boys were all removed, and 
Cullen formed part of one huge parish under the 
ministry of Mr William Lawtie. The old things had 
passed away and all had become new. I need not here 
refer to the minor antiquities of the Cullen district, 
nor to tha t most attractive object, Cullen House, 
because you have all doubtless read the full account 
which has been published of this expedition. And now 
our wanderings are for the present over. We are re-
minded by shortening days and stormy weather that our 
work must be done within doors. We are, I trust , 
about to make provision for this. Our rules refer to 
the reading of papers and delivery of scientific leotures 
as objects to be aimed at by us, and we must not remain 
inactive throughout the long winter months. I ain not 
here to suggest the subjects to be taken up ; it is obvious 
tha t the catholicity of our Society affords ample room 
for variety. But briefly ere closing I would refer to one 
interesting topic to which my attention has been called 
by the recent address of a very eminent scientific man. 
I have already spoken of the conflict in which science 
(as opposed to literature) has to engage with classical and 
theological prejudices. Such conflicts will probably wax 
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even fiercer in the future. A prominent figure in the 
fight is that of Professor Huxley All acknowledge his 
great talents. None can accuse him of being in any con-
tracted sense a specialist. I do not say tha t ho has 
never exaggerated the faults of his opponents, or t ha t 
he has not sometimes said exasperating things regard-
ing them. There are doubtless mutual misunderstand-
ings But the addresses of Professor Huxley must always 
command attention, while the lucid manner in which he 
renders popular his instruction, and throws light upon 
abstruse subjects, excite universal admiration. Upon 
this latest occasion he spoke as a high priest of science 
in the grand temple erected by the venerable Sir Josiah 
Mason for the great modern city of Birmingham. Like 
other founders of colleges, Sir Josiah has his own ideas 
of what should be taught, and has directed accordingly. 
The course of study excludes a great deal—mathematics, 
natural science,modern languages—but it excludes ' mere 
literary instruction and education.' ' I t is not impos-
sible,' says Professor Huxley, ' t h a t we shall hear th is 
express exclusion of " l i terary instruction and educa-
tion " from a college which, nevertheless, professes to 
give a high and efficient education, sharply criticised. 
Certainly the time was that the Levites of culture would 
have sounded their trumpets against i ts walls as against 
an educational Jericho. How often have we not been 
told that the study of physical science is incompetent 
to confer culture; tha t it touches none of the higher 
problems of life; and, what is worse, tha t the continual 
devotion to scientific studies tends to generate a narrow 
and bigoted belief in the applicability of the scientific me-
thods to search after t ru ths of all kinds. How fre-
quently has one reason to observe tha t no reply to a 
troublesome argument tells so well as calling its 
author a "'mere scientific specialist . '" In the ad-
dress from which we have quoted the above, he 
maintains, boldly throwing down his gauntlet, as 
it were, ' t h a t for the purpose of attaining real cul-
ture, an exclusively scientific education is a t least 
as effectual as an exclusively literary education." This, 
he tells us, is a conviction which he holds very 
strongjy, and it is as the conviction of an able man at 
once literary and scientific and of great experience, 
worthy of all consideration. He clearly, you will 
observe, implies that neither system alone will com-
pletely supply that culture, but he thinks the one may 
give as much as the other, and that the deficiencies of 
the scientific man in this respect need not be greater 
than those of his literary brother. He tells us, and this 
must be borne in mind, that he is the ' l as t person to 
question the importance of genuine literary education, 
or to suppose tha t intellectual culture can be complete 
without it . ' Nay, more, he admits tha t where there is 
ample time, the best course to follow for ordinary life 
is the ordinary one of literary instruction. But then he 
maintains this strongly, ' tha t neither the discipline nor 
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the subject matter of classical education is of such 
direct value to the student of physical science as to 
instify the expenditure of valuable time upon either.' 
We are all, I take for granted, deeply interested in the 
spread of culture amongst those classes who have 
hitherto had but a small share of i t . But the cose of 
the working man is just tha t case in which there is not 
the ample time for literary instruction. For him a 
classical education is almost an impossibility, but his 
opportunities for a scientific training are much greater. 
If Professor Huxley then is right, may we not indulge 
in the hope of a wide diffusion of culture ? He accepts 
that definition of culture which Mathew Arnold has 
given when he tells us that it is ' t o know the best 
tha t lias been thought and said in the world'—that it is 
' the criticism of life.' But while he admits that the 
criticism of life is the essence of culture, he deuies that 
it is to be found, as Arnold would seem to maintain, iu 
literature alone. ' After having learnt, ' he says, ' all 
tha t Greek, Roman, and Eastern antiquity have thought 
and said, and all tha t modern literatures have to tell 
us, it is not self-evident that we have laid a sufficiently 
broad and deep foundation for tha t criticism of life 
which constitutes culture. Indeed, to anyone ac-
quainted with the scope of physical science, it is not 
a t all evident. Considering progress only in 
the " intellectual and spiritual sphere," I find myself 
wholly unable to admit tha t either nations or indi-
viduals will really advance if their common outfit 
draws notbiug from the stores of physical science. I 
should say tha t an army without weapons of precision, 
and with no particular base of operations, might more 
hopefully enter upon a campaign of the Rhine than a 
man devoid of a knowledge of what physical science has 
done in the last century upon a criticism of life." And 
then in nn historical retrospect, having led us through 
the middle ages, when theology was the one science, 
and a knowledge of Latin the only key to it, to the 
development of learning at the Renaissance, he proceeds 
—' But the Nemesis of all reformers is finality; and the 
reformers of education, like those of religion, fell into 
the profound but common error of mistaking the begin-
ning for the end of the work of reformation. The 
representatives of the Humanists, in the nineteenth 
century, take their stand upon classical education, as 
the sole avenue to culture, as firmly as if we were still 
in the age of .Renaissance. Yet. surely the present in-
tellectual relations of the modem and the ancient 
worlds are profoundly different from those which ob-
tained three centuries ago. Leaving aside the existence 
of a great and characteristically modern literature, of 
modern painting, and especially of modern music, 
there is one feature of the present state of the civilised 
world which separates i t more widely from the Renais-
sance than the Renaissance was separated from the 

Middle Ages. This distinctive character of our own 
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times lies in the vast and constantly increasiug par t 
which is played by natural knowledge. Not only is onr 
daily life shaped by i t ; not only does the prosperity of 
millions of men depend upon i t ; bu t our whole theory 
of life has long been influenced, consciously and uncon-
sciously, by the general conceptions of the universe 
which liave been forced upon us by physical science. 
In fact, the most elemeutary acquaintance with the* 
results of scientific investigation shows ns t ha t they 
offer a broad and striking contradiction to the opinions 
so implicitly credited and taught in the Middle Ages.' 
I have referred to, and quoted from, this remarkablo 
address, because I think it is calculated to widen and 
elevate our thoughts concerning science, while it a t 
the same time gives us hopeful views of the education 
of the future. In carrying on our scientific enterprise, 
let us endeavour to maintain a high ideal, we may thus 
find in our own experience tha t science is an aid to the 
highest culture. 

Rev. JAMES DAVIDSON, The Parsonage, Banff, moved 
a vote of thanks to the President for his excellent ad-
dress, which was heartily accorded. 

I t was resolved to negotiate for the use of the Council 
Chamber as a meeting place for the Club. 

Arrangements were made for holding monthly meet-
ings of the Club, and for the business thereat. 

Mr YEATS, the treasurer, reported tha t there were 
58 members in the Club, and made a statement as to the 
funds, which was approved. 

The meeting then separated. 
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