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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 1880 . 

VISIT TO CULLEN. 

THE third excursion of the Banffshire Field Club took 
place on Saturday, when a number of the members of 
the Club from Banff visited Cullen, where they were re-
ceived by Provost Will, and met by members of the 

Club belonging to Cullen and the surrounding districts. 
Under the guidance of Mr Cramond, the party entered 
the beautiful grounds of Cullen House, proceeding first 
to the Castle Hill, where an extensive and most inte-
resting view of the grounds, the Bin, and Bay of Cullen 
was enjoyed, the whole bearing no inconsiderable resem. 
blance, according to George Macdonald, to the Bay of 
Naples with Mount Vesuvius in the distance. The 
visitors on this occasion were all the better able to ap. 
preciate the extent and variety of the view from having 
the use of a very powerful telescope, constructed by 
the late Mr T. Valder, of Macduff. Their attention 
was next turned to the Castle Hill itself, which is to a 
great extent, if not entirely, artificial. I t is undoubtedly 
the largest and loft iest ' Ha' Hill ' in this part of the 
country. The snmmit of it, which is surrounded by a 
dry fosse, is now crowned with a miniature fortress of a 
very picturesque character, being formed of vast masses 
of undressed conglomerate taken from the * Three 
Kings of Cullen,' and put cleverly together. The plat-
form enclosed by these rude walls is surmounted by 
two ancient ' crackys of war ' of the time of Queen 
Mary. They look like toy field pieces mounted on their 
little carriages. Besides the fosse, which may or not 
be of early date, there are no remains of the fortifica-
tion that once occupied this site. I t may possibly have 
been mainly a wooden structure—a log-house, as was 
often the case even in early historic times; and if so, i t 
is easy to account for its complete disappearance. 
From the hill, the party now moved down to the church, 
which, after having made a cursory examination of the 
churchyard and of the exterior of the building, they 
entered amid exclamations of surprise from those who 
were only acquainted with modern ecclesiastical struc-
tures. This church, the oldest part of which dates 
three centuries back, is noted for the variety and highly 
artistic character of its mural monuments, inscriptions, 
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and carved work in wood, and it is no wonder tha t those 
members of the Club who had never seen it before were 
taken by surprise. Mr Bryson now appeared to wel-
come the visitors within the grounds, which he had so 
kindly opened for them for the day. After a few 
minutes spent in examining the interior of the church, 
Mr Cramond proceeded to read a paper which he had 
prepared for the occasion, and which was listened to 
with great interest by his audience :— 

[ T h e first par t of Mr Cramond's paper dealt with the 
history of Cullen, a summary of his 'Annals of Cullen,' 
published in pamphlet form.] 

Wo shall now take a cursory glance at a few of the 
chief objects of interest throughout the parish. Com. 
mencing with the coast line on the east, we have Port-
long Bay, a place famous in smuggling days. Hero is 
the boundary line of Fordyce and Cullen, at a place 
called * Bikie's Goat,' which is above the target. Bikie 
was formerly a common surname in Cullen, and goat or 
gyte is applied to a place where two hollows meet a t a 
point. At a cave in the Maiden Pap are the remains of 
an ancient kitchen midden. Passing the salmon fisher's 
house is Jenny Sutherland's Howe. Jenny Sutherland's 
body was recovered from the sea, and waked here all 
night by people from the town. They played at pitch 
and. toss, I was told, at the ' gale of the coffin.' She 
was buried there after three days, says the tradition. 
Then comes ' Haggio Clark," above which is the Brae of 
Bankie Wells, where tbo churchyard now is. Thereby 
is called the land of the Fisherlochie, the water of 
which was drawn off towards Portlong. 

The Three Kings are three prominent rocks, so called 
from their resemblance of the word Cullen to Cologne, 
the three kings of which are well known. Others say 
in the early wars a Norman, a Scot, and a Danish king 
were all buried here. Not far off, on the Links, a large 
pit of bones was once come upon in digging for sand 
to make bricks, and these were thought to be the re-
mains of the Danes. Near by is the Maydocks Meath— 
tha t is. t he Daisy or Gowan Meath, where the boats are 
now drawn np, an.1 where Morayshire freestone, i t is 
said, could formerly bo landed duty free. 

Litt le remains of the Castle on tho Castle Hill; but 
the fosse can still very distinctly be seen. Some carved 
stones from the old town are here preserved, among 
which are the Eoyal Arms, the Sinclair, Ogilvie, and 
Baird Arms. One slab is dated 1688, and with tho 
initials M. P. O., D. E. P., which I am unable to explain. 
No person of the name Patrick Ogilvie, or what would 
answer to these initials, figured then either in the Kirk-
Session or Town Council. Cordiner (1780), with his 
nsual accuracy, says that the remains of a Danish fort 
are on the top of the Castle Hill, and that three rows of 
ramparts are still on the declivity of the Hill, and that 
among the rubbish of buildings a t the top are burnt 
stones and vitrified stuff from tho large fires formerly 
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made on i t ; or perhaps, he adds, f rom t h e f o r t being 
burnt down. A description of Cnllen, however , in 
1724, Bays t h a t no house nor rubbish of any k ind ap-
pears on the Castle Hill . The seat is bu i l t o u t of t h e 
Three King rocks. The moat could have been of n o 
use to hold water, as the soil is too sandy. Cullen 
House is picturesquely s i tuated on a h igh rock over-
hanging the Burn of Cullen. The oldest p a r t is t h o u g h t 
to be about 500 years o l d ; bu t t h e principal por t was 
probably buil t a t about the t ime of t h e erect ion of t h e 
Collegiate Church or la ter . I t or a neighbouring Cas t le 
is stated to have been t h e proper ty of M a r t h a , Countess 
of Carrick, mother of King Robert t h e Bruce . M r 
Cramond here read a description of the carved s tones 
of Cullen House by Mr Bryson. 

An addition was made on t h e east side about 1711, and 
in 1858 extensive alterations and addi t ions were m a d e 
under Mr D. Bryce, archi tect . The l ibrary, t h e pa in t -
ings, and the furni ture are all wor thy of the i r noble pro-
prietor, and the tas te everywhere displayed cannot be 
too much admired. Tho char te r room contains m a n y 
very valuable charters and documents f rom t h e begin-
ning of the 15th century. One is a license by K ing 
James I I . to Sir Walter Ogilvie t o build t ower s a n d 
fortalices to Findlater Castle. The date of t h i s is 
1445, and not 1455, as given in Burke ' s Peerage, &c. 
There are also deeds relating to t h e constabulary of 
Cullen, the Collegiate Church, t h e Ogilvie and Gordon 
dispute, documents connected wi th t h e Chancel lor 
Earl , and many other important papers . I may he re 
mention tha t i t was in Cullen House t h a t Sir J a m e s 
Clark, the distinguished physician, was born, and h e r e 
his fa ther was butler. Near Cullen House are w h a t i s 
believed to be the ruins of Rober t Bruce 's castle, er-
roneously called in the Ordnance Survey map, Ruins of 
the Collegiate Church. 

Davie's Castle was an old castle in t h e glen above 
Cullen House, which commanded a good view of t h e old 
town. There are now no remains of i t to be seen. I t 
was long used as a gravel pi t . I t had formerly a moa t . 
A son of the Laird of Logie is said t o have lived a t i t . 
A let ter he sent to a lady ran as follows :—Leebless and 
landless, poor lady Logie. I n connection wi th ano the r 
laird is a very old song which says—Better t i l l h im hae 
been shot or drowned himsel' in t h e barker ' s po t . H e ' s 
gaen the bonnie Miss ablot , The bonnie Miss o' Farskane . 

There was formerly a chapel of t h e blessed Virgin 
Mary a t Farskane, suppressed between 1586 and 1644. 
I n the beginning of the century, two side walls and one 
gable were entire. The other gable was par t ly fal len, 
but the roof was not entirely off. The stones were used 
in building the Seatown Bridge—the one t h a t fell in 
1830. I t has only been during t h e last lease or two of 
Brunton t h a t t h e churchyard has been ploughed up . 

The Old Town, commenced f rom near the Castle Hill , 
where the walk strikes off f rom the avenue, and extended 
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in one long street to near the Old Mill, the chnreh 
being near the middle of the town. Beside the church 
was the school, the Town-House, the Tolbooth, the 
market cross, and close by was the Manse. The street 
could scarcely let two carts pass, and was all ups and 
downs. I t was cleaned every year with scrapers, and 
gravelled from the sea-beach for winter traffic. At one 
t ime i t was causewayed from top to bottom. The houses 
had their gable ends to the street, and were mainly one-
storeyed, thatched, mean houses, and their surround-
ings were in blessed ignorance of all sanitary regulations. 
Formerly the linen manufacture, which was introduced 
and much encouraged by the Earl of Findlater, supplied 
occupation to a large number of the inhabitants. The 
name of the village of Lintmill recalls this. 

On the road from the Seatown Bridge to Cullen House 
Bridge were a number of houses now all swept away. In 
going this way we pass the following places, the names 
of which are now nearly forgotten:—The Taplinghaugh 
Braes, the Banks of Burngreen, tho Fa ' in Braes, the 
Back Stryp, the Muckle Wynd, Claypots Bridge, Beidie's 
Myre, the Keilhill Pot , the position of the Snulfmill, 
t he tannaree, the New Mill, the Waulkmill, Littie's 
Loan, the Battle Haugh, &c. The course of the old road 
from Banff to Fochabers through the old town and by 
Claypots Bridge may still be clearly traced. 

On the opposite side of the burn from Cullen Honse 
is the Cranny Laugh, and on the rock stood Muldavat. 
Passing Cullen House are the Greischaugh, the Punch 
Bowl, and tho Lady's Bridge. Going up the burn, we 
come to the Flower Garden, where formerly stood the 
Old mill and Oldmill Dam. The road to it from the 
grand entry is still seen. Fur ther on stood Birdsbank 
House, on the top of the brae, and near by was the 
heckling shop. Then we come to the Killhill Road and 
Chirsty Gillan's Wynd. On the other side of the burn 
were Bickarts ' hangh, the Painted Stane brae, the 
Bumaleerie Braes, the Lonander Stryp. Near the 
Flower Garden two larches are pointed out which the 
rebels in 1745 fastened together to prevent any from 
following them. 

On tho brae above the Flower Garden is the Craigwell. 
The inscribed stono came from the old jail. Other 
wells in and about the old town were the King's Well, 
Joseph's Well, St Andrew's Well, the Sweer Well, and 
Mary Well. 

The Church. 
We shall now speak of the Church. Few churches in 

tho North have a consecutive history extending over so 
long a period, and connected with so much of deep and 
abiding interest. So early as 1236, in the time of the 
Culdees, a chapel existed here, and about this time it 
formed the subject of a dispute as to jurisdiction be-
tween the Bishops of Aberdeen and Moray, as also did 
the neighbouring Church of Farskane. Tho Bishop of 
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Moray at this time was Andrew Moray, who founded 
the Cathedral Church of Elgin. The View of tho 
Diocese of Aberdeen says, and in thip it follows extant 
deeds of dato 1543, tha t Queen Elizabeth, the spouse of 
Bobert Bruce, died a t Cullen, and tha t her bowels were 
erdit in- the Lady Kirk thereof. She died on 26th 
October 1327. The fact of King Eober t the Brace 
having endowed a chaplainry in the Church of Cullen 
on 6th March 1455 lends probability to the s ta tement . 
Cordiner says that King Robert inst i tuted a choir of 
twelve canons a t Cullen to sing the requiem of his royal 
consort. He also gave £5 to inst i tute a chaplain to 
pray for her soul. Douglas's ' T o u r ' says t h a t t h e 
mother of King Robert Bruce, by a deed which is still 
extant in Lord Findlater 's family, bequeathed a small 
sum annually to tho Church of our Lady at Cullen, for 
masses to be said for the repose of her soul. M. J . 
Cumming Bruce's 'Family Records ' say tha t King 

Robert's spouse died at Cullen. Fordun, however, does 
not mention Cullen in connection with her death, bu t 
says that her body was laid in the choir of Dunfermline 
Kirk. 

In 1472, Alexander Fordyce is given as chaplain of 
Cullen, and as having sold his lands to James Ogilvie of 
Deskford. This latter forms what may be called one of 
the earliest incidents in the plot of the story of the life 
of Cullen—incidents which continually repeat them-
selves daring the whole of the last 400 years. I refer 
to the gradual absorption of the land of the proprietors 
of the district—some of them pretty large, bu t the 
great majority very small—which has always gone on 
under the ancestors of the present noble family which 
now possesses the whole property of the town and dis-
trict, with a few insignificant exceptions. The process 
looks like an exemplification of the law of gravitation, 
and to one reading closely our records, there is no more 
striking feature observable. 

In 1519, Andrew Duff of Muldavit died. He was the 
husband of Helen Hay, the mother of John Duff of 
Muldavit. Helen Hay, in 1536, founded the chaplainry 
of St Anne in this church to pray for Elen Hay and her 
bairns. St Anne's aisle thus appears to bo the oldest 
part of the present building. There are various inscrip-
tions in it in good preservation. Round the arch of a 
recess tomb is an inscription. Round the arch of the 
large window are particulars relating to the foundation 
of the chaplainry. On the west side of the arch is 
auother inscription. In front of the recess tomb for-
merly was a recumbent effigy and an inscribed slab 
with a figure in armour. The monuments are now in 
the mausoleum near Duff House, having been removed 
with the sanction of a former Earl of Findlater in 1792. 
The date on the slab has given rise to some controversy. 
The inscription has been read as follows:—' Hic jacet 
Johanes Duf de Maldavat et Baldavi obiit 2 Julii 1404.' 
I need not refer fur ther to this, except to express the 
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wish tha t the Field Club may have an opportunity of 
making an inspection of it a t some early period. There 
is some very beautiful lettering and ornamentation on 
the aisle—' Memento Mori, Disce Mori, Per Elena Hay 

Robert Moir Mason.' On corner-stones on outside of 
t h e aisle are • Per Elena H a y ' and ' Soli Deo Honor et 
Gloria.' There are also above thirty masons' marks in 
this aisle, and at the east end, some being the false or 
blind mark of the apprentice, and others the true mark 
of the passed mason. Sometimes there are two on the 
saino stone. Rev. Mr Burnett gives a full description 
of the aislo as it stood in bis time (1670). About seven 
years af ter the erection of this aisle—viz., in 1543—the 
chief par t of the existing church was built, as is clearly 
shown f rom a deed in the charter-room of Cullen House. 
The original deed of the foundation of the church was 
exhibited to the members of the Club. 

We may state that a Collegiate Church or College is 
one generally fonnded by persons of wealth, the head of 
which was called Provost, and under whom were pre-
bends or canons, who had several stalls in the church, 
where they sung masses. They were for secular clergy, 
not houses of the monastic orders. Other persons of 
inferior fortune founded Chaplainries within a paro-
chial church or altarages, which were donations granted 
for the singing of masses for deceased friends at par-
t icular altars in a church. There were formerly three 
Collegiate Churches in the Dioeese of Aberdeen: New 
Aberdeen, King's College, and Cullen. At the further 
end of th is par t of the church stood the altar. On the 
le f t side thereof is a stone ambry and altar piece in 
good preservation. Two angels raising the host Me 
represented thereon, also texts of Scripture f r o m John 
vi. 54-56. The date is probably about that of the 
erection of this part of the church, and they seem 
to have been executed by the same person as executed 
those on Deskford Church. Mr Cramond here read 
descriptions given by Mr Jervise and Rev. Mr Cordiner 
of the fine monument to Sir Alex. Ogilvie of date 1554. 

A wide-spread popular delusion has i t that there was 
an underground passage from this monument to Cullen 
House, and some tell that in their youth they let fall 
marbles through the floor which rattled down from step 
to step of the stair. The late Mr Millar, architect, 
carefnlly examined beneath the floor, and found such a 
passage had no existence. 

Other inscriptions on it are—' Monstrate ecce viatores' 
' F u n d e preces ad coelum,' 'Alex. Ogilvy of yat ilk,' 
' Elizabet Gordoun, Lady of fynletter. ' Mtur, in his 
Characteristics of Old Church Architecture, says that 
th is monument is a ' large and much ornamental one of 
late date in the Second Pointed Period.' The eight 
figures like monks on the lower part of the monument 
ore said by some to represent the six prebends and two 
singing boys who officiated in the church. Others say 
tha t they are the bede men who lived in the bedehouse 
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here, and who sat in church on forms iu f ront of th i s 
monument. In 1745 the rebels destroyed i t somewhat 
by tying their horses to the projecting parts, it is said. 

Lord Seafield's gallery bears the date 1602, being 
perhaps erected when the family came to reside a t 
Cullen House after their removal from Findlater Castle : 
also the monogram S.V.O.M.D., Sir Walter Ogilvie and 
Margaret Douglas, with their respective coats of arms, 
the cross and the Hon, representing the Sinclair and 
Ogilvie families, and the heart the Douglas. The carved 
work on the pillars supporting Lord Seafleld's pew was 
taken from the old seats in the aisle. A panel with the 
date 1590 was taken from Skeith's seat. Another panel 
with the date 18 Ap. 1608 is said to have had over it, 
Thomas Abercromby of Over Skeith. The monogram 
T.A. also stands for the same. On one pillar is the 
Arbuthnot arms. I have been at much pains to discovor 
how this came here, but my eiforts have been in vain, 
and I shall feel much obliged if any gentleman can 
suggest any mode of arriving at an explanation. No 
one of that family, either male or female, appears ever 
to have been connected with Cullen. On the outside of 
the church from Lord Seafleld's pew are the arms of the 
Sinclairs and the Ogilvies. 

Did Queen Mary settle the dispute between the 
families of Ogilvie and Gordon in Culleu Church ? Wo 
think not. We cannot, however, pass over what has 
given occasion for this belief. Cordiner says their 
claims were submitted to Queen Mary, who, when in the 
North, received the keys of Findlater, and settled tho 
dispute by giving to Ogilvie Findlater, &c„ which ar-
rangement was ratified by the parties, and peace and 
future unanimity solemnly sworn by them with all the 
f randeur of religious ceremony before the high altar of 

St Anne s Church in Cullen. 
. .The report of the Boyal Commission on Historical 
MSS., who examined the documents in Cullen House, 
states that the Queen met the disputants in the church 
of Cullen, where peace was sworn and ratified between 
them before the high altar in presence of Her Majesty. 
A solenin decreet arbitral was pronounced by the Queen 
of date 24th March 1566, and is still in existence: also a 
decreet arbitral by the Queen Dowager, but this lat ter 
appears to have no date. There is no evidence tha t the 
Queen was in the North in 1566. She visited the North 
in 1562, and the events of every day during her journey 
are known to us from letters, &c. In passing north she 
went from the Chapel of Garioch to Rothiemay, then 
crossed the Spey to Elgin and Darnaway, so she did not 
visit Cullen m her journey northwards. At Darnaway, 
on 10th September, she authorised a summons to Sir 
John Gordon to surrender his Castle of Findlater into 
her hands. On her journey south from Inverness, she 
left Spynie on 19th for Fochabers, and while journeying 
thence to the mansion of the laird of Banff, she paused 
before Findlater Castle, which she summoned, but was 
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19 
refused admittance. The old road, we may remark, 
was nearer to Findlater Castle than the present one is. 
On 22nd September, when the Queen was at Old Aber-
deen, the Earl of Huntly sent the keys of Findlater 
and Deskford to her with a dutiful message, but these 
she refused to accept, and instead sent a company of 
soldiers under Capt. Stuaxt to invest Findlater Castle. 
These Sir John Gordon cnt off. While the Queen is 
thus known to have passed through Cullen, there is no 
evidence tha t she was in Cullen Church. I t was impro-
bable there was an altar in St Anne's aisle a t tha t date 
af ter the Informat ion, and it is quite impossible she 
then would have made a reconciliation between the two 
contending parties. 

In 1560 came the Reformation with i ts startl ing 
changes; but i t was not till 1567 that the church was 
fully established. Some of the clergy still retained 
their livings. In 1563, the yearly availl of the pro-
vostrie of the Kirk of Cullen was 50 merks. In 1567, 
William Lawtie was minister, having also Fordyce, 
Innerboyndie, and Banff in charge. The General As-
sembly began to sit in 1560; Synods were formed in 
1568; and Presbyteries in 1581. Up till 1572 Prosby-
terianism was the government of the Church; then 
followed for twenty years a sort of Episcopacy. In 
1574, the minister of Rathven, Farskane, &c., was 
George Hay, with a stipend of £212. The minister 
of Cullen, Fordyce, Deskford, and Ordiquhill was 
Gilbert Gairdin, who sustained the readers, and hod 
a stipend of about £200. Johnne Forster was reader 
a t Cullen, with about 20 merks as stipend. In 1536, 
tbe Synod of Banff contained the Churches of Rathven, 
Foresken, Dundurche, Fordyce, Cullene, Deskfuird, 
Orgowthill, Bamffe, Innerbundyne, &c. From 1592 till 
1610, the government of the Church was strictly Pres-
byterian, and a new division of the Church was made 
into Synods and Presbyteries. In 1606, Geo. Douglas 
was moderator of the Presbytery of Cullen. From 
1610 to 1638, Episcopacy waB the form of church govern-
ment. About this time Geo. Leslie, uncle of Arch-
bishop Sharp, was minister of Cullen. In 1638, commis-
sioners were appointed to require subscriptions to the 
King's Covenant, and the Earl of Findlater was one of 
them. For twenty-four years af ter this, Presbyterian 
government was renewed in full vigour, to be followed 
till 1600 by government by bishops, af ter which the 
Presbyterian government was finally restored and esta-
blished by Act of Parliament. In 1643, tbe league was 
publicly subscribed in the church by all the parishioners. 
Tu 1650 some soldiers in Colonel Fitch's regiment, in 
marching North, broke up the church box, and took 
away all the scrolls and the money tha t was in it . In 
1618 Cullen is said to have been disjoined from For-
dyce In the foundation charter of the church, we find 
mentioned, ' parochialem ecclesiam do Cullen.' In 1681, 
John Cumming, minister of Auldearn, subscribed the 
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Test, but, upon reflection, chose to demit in 1682; and, 
being a pious and peaceable man, he was settled a t 
Cullen, and, by the favour of the Earl of Findlater, lie 
lived undisturbed. In 1689, James Chalmers was settled 
as minister, this being the last settlement under the 
establishment of Episcopacy. He was deprived of office 
in 1695 for non.jnrancy. The Session records tell from 
time to time of the erection of pews in the church. In 
1688, two were erected on the east side of Duff's aisle, 
in the room called Skeith's lair, reserving r ight of lair 
or burial underneath to any, with right thereto. Fi f ty 
years before that time, the Session resolved, in conse-
quence of the possessors of the prebendary lands having 
denied liability to uphold the aisle, to allow burials to 
take place there, and to charge the same amount for 
interments as for those made ' in the body of the church. ' 
This was to uphold the fabric of the said aisle. Beforo 
that time, in 1576, an Act of Assembly was passed tha t 
no burials be in the kirk, and that the contraveners be 
suspended from the benefits of the kirk till tbey make 
public repentance. Burials seem long to have been 
made inside this church, as is evident from the number 
of bones seen when the floor is raised. In 1709, 6s. was 
paid for a sandglass for the church, and in 1717 a cock-
stool was erected in terrorem at a cost of £17 Scots. 
In 1791, an ordination took place in this church under 
unusual circumstances. The Presbytery were com-
pelled to betake themselves hither from Rathven 
Church, where they vainly endeavoured to ordain Eev. 
G. Donaldson as minister of Rathven. The men were 
armed with bludgeons, and the women with lapfuls of 
stones, shouting—' Wi' bloody wounds we'll crack their 
crowns, and kill them in a crack, sirs.' 

About the end of last century the north wing was 
added to the church, as several had to go home every 
good day, there being no room to sit or stand. In the 
early part of the century the pulpit was farther to the 
east, and had a sound board fastened with a large iron 
bolt. There was a stair on each side, on which old men 
and women used to sit. Pigeons used then to build in 
the roof of the church. On one occasion a young man 
was plundering their eggs, when he fell to the earthen 
floor of the church and broke his legs. ' O never mind 
my legs,' he exclaimed when he felt where he was ' look 
gin the eggs be safe.' At that time, when the beadle 
was not on duty, the town's officer used to officiate with 
his long coat hanging to his heels, and with its red neck 
and red cuffs. After he put the Bible up, he went in 
before the minister and hung his hat on the back of the 
pulpit. The neighbouring manse did duty as vestry. I t 
was then the custom of the beadle to ring the bpll as 
soon as he got word, though in the middle of the night, 
of the death of anyone in the town, and to ring it daily 
until the funeral. The day before the funeral the town's 
officer went with the hand bell through the town, and 
thus invited all to the funeral. The next alteration of 
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importance in the history of the church was ahont 1842, 
when the late Lord Seafield removed the gallery that 
stood in St Anne's aisle, to which access was got by an 
outer stair. The east window was also opened np, 
having been previously partly built up, and the roof and 
pews altered and much improved. The south aisle was 
formerly the peat house for the boys bringing their 
school peats, and these peats could be seen by those 
sitting in the church. The church walls were formerly 
not plastered, and on one of the rafters, till within not 
very many years ago, used to hang the sackcloth. The 
jougs were also then to be seen. 

Three marble monuments adorn the east end of the 
church. In the north aisle is a l B O a monument to the 
memory of Alex. Duncan, founder of the Duncan Be-
quest. 

Much has been done of late by the present Countess 
of Seafleld towards the improvement of the church and 
the tombs of her ancestors. 

Churchyard. 
The churchyard does not contain very much of special 

interest. The new cemetery was opened in 1829, and 
this was finally closed in 1868 by interlocutor by Sheriff 
Gordon after a long and unfortunate litigation. There 
are 162 tomb stones in it. One is dated of the 16th 
century, 9 of the 17th, 45 of the 18th, and 94 of the 
present. I t is probable tha t only one person out of nine 
of those who have died in Cullen since 1700 have their 
names inscribed on the tombstones in this churchyard. 
One tombstone is to the memory of a man ' who was 
born, lived, and died in Cullen on the 18th March, 1815." 
Another is to the memory of Burrish Lyons, of the brig 
Mary, lost in Cullen bay with all hands in 1807. Several 
are to natives of Portknockie, the inhabitants of which 
have from time immemorial been buried here. Resting 
on a table stone, a flat slab has been lately placed, which 
was removed from the floor at the north door of the 
church, to the memory of George Dunbar, who was 
probably schoolmaster about 1660. The reading of this 
slab will form a pleasant exercise to the members of 
the Club. One monument contains the inscription, 
• Let lye I . H ' Another is to the memory of Rear-
Admiral Oughton, who rose to that position from being 
a clerk to a manufacturer in Cullen, and ended his days 
in bis native place. On a tombstone is the name of Ann 
Findlay or M'Gillanders. Her father was the Malcolm 
of George Macdonald's novel. He ran from the battle 
of Culloden. and stayed here till he died, at the age of 
about 100 years. On the north side of the church the 
stones are all of recent date, as they wouldn't have the 
shadow of the church on tbem, for fear, I was assured 
the deil would tak' them. They liked to be buried near 
the bell or the altar. The bell rung away. 

There is a stone to the memory of James Roie Souter, 
shoemaker. The souter made what was called the 
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laigh shoon, the old brogue. He is referred to in these 
lines we sometimes hear—' The heecher grows the plum 
tree, the sweeter grows the p lums ; and the harder 
that the souter works, the blacker grows his thumbs," 

There is a stone to the memory of a girl Hutcheon, 
who ate laburnum berries, and died thereof by three 
o'clock on the afternoon of the same day. One is to 
the memory of Isabel Shoe, a ra ther unusnal name. 
There are some inscriptions to the Coulls, who were a 
powerfully built and numerous race. Perhaps, before 
the days o f ' T ' names, they were thus distinguished— 
There's Hunker Jock, and Souter Jock, and Cripple 
Jock, the tail-yer, Jock-a-boy, the Din o' Guil', and 
Lang Jock the jailor. 

At the corner of the churchyard, near the chief gate, 
stood the jail and the ' Peen Fauld. ' At the back of 
the jail, persons found drowned, &c., were buried. 

In concluding, I must express my obligations to the 
writings of Mr Jervise, to the statistical account by Dr 
Henderson, to conversations with the late Mr Alex. 
Leveny, and to important documents from the charter 
room of Cullen House. 

The Club next proceeded to visit Cullen House. 
This interesting and beautifully situated mansion has 
obviously been erectèd at different periods, and there 
is reason to believe was originally a monastic edifice in 
connection with the church. Some portion of it may 
be of as ancient a date, and, indeed, there are still 
shown sundry small apartments said to have been 
cells, and a staircase which goes by the name of ' t he 
monk's. ' The exterior is well worthy of some study, 
as it is adorned with a considerable amount of carving, 
especially around the windows. The whole building 
was some years ago restored,, under the superinten-
dence, we believe, of Mr Bryce, of Edinburgh, the well-
known architect. 

The interior presents many objects of interest , 
amongst which may be mentioned the curious Dutch 
tiles with which several of the fire-places are fitted up 
the tapestry in the great hall and dining-room, as also 
in the room known as Queen Anne's and staircase 
leading from it, the exquisitely carved panels adorning 
the walls of several apartments, and the equally beauti-
ful marble chimney-pieces in the long drawing-room. 
The paintings, which include a great number of family 
portraits, attracted much attention. Allan Ramsay, 
the Scotch portrait painter, is largely represented, 
while there is, at least, one excellent specimen of Bae-
burn. Here, as in Duff House, we find the study of a 
philosopher and skull set down to Quintin Mastys. 
The idea expressed by both pictures is the same, al-
though there is considerable difference in the details. 
On the roof of the room known as Queen Anne's form-
ing the northern approach to the library, there is a 
rude specimen of fresco painting surrounded by very 
quaint tapestry, said to represent the siege of Troy. 
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Perhaps the most interesting room shown was the 
library. I t contains a very large number of boots and 
every convenience for their stady—while from i ts 
windows can be obtained a charming view of the wooded 
dell and flower garden, which lie to the east of the 
house. The collection is, we believe, particularly rich 
in old legal works—the first Lord Seafleld, Chancellor 
of Scotland, having been a member of the Scotch bar. 
One interesting specimen of very early printing and 
wood engraving was exhibited. 

Through the kindness of Mr Bryson, the members of 
the Club were also shown several rare documents taken 
from the charter room, including the deed by which 
the ancestor of the Earl of Findlater, acting along with 
the Archbishop of Glasgow, Duff of Muldavit, and the 
Magistrates of Cullen founded the Church of St Mary 
of Cullen in 1543, containing all the directions for the 
guidance of the provost, prebends, and singing boys. 

The dining-room, which has been recently fitted np 
in magnificent style, called for th much admiration. To 
a certain height the walls are panelled with black bog 
set in frames of light coloured oak, all taken from the 
Senfield estates, while above is hung fine tapestry, repre-
senting scenes the meaning of which formed the subject 
of discussion. The marble chimneypiece is particularly 
handsome, and contains finely polished slabs from the 
local quarry of Portsoy. 

The Club left Cullen House, highly gratified with all 
tha t they had seen, and with the kindness and attention 
manifested by those in charge. 
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