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WEDNESDAY, A U G U S T 25, 1880 . 

VISIT TO FYVIE AND GIGHT. 

THE BANFFSHIRE FIELD CLUB had their second excur-
sion on Wednesday, when visits were paid to Fyvie 
Castle and the old Castle of Gight. At Fyvie Station, 
the party were joined by the Bev. John S. Wilson, 
Woodhead, himself a member of the Club, who led the 
way ' through the woods of Fyvie ' to the Castle. A 
little time was spent in examining the grand features 
of the exterior of the imposing edifice. The oldest 
part of the present Castle is said to date from about 
1400. An earlier structure must have existed, for 
Edward I. visited ' the Castle of Fyvin ' in his progress 
through Scotland in 1296. The place seems to have 
been a Royal park in the time of Bobert the Bruce, for 
in 1325 mention is made of ' the King's Park of Fyvin. ' 
Shortly after the accession of Robert I I I . , in 1371, 
Fyvie was given by tha t Sovereign to his eldest son 
John, then Steward of Scotland (himself afterwards 
King under the title of Robert III.) John did not 
hold the place long, resigning it about 1380 in favour 
of his cousin, James de Lindesay, ' Lord of Crawfurd 
and Buchan.' Lindesay married Margaret Keith, 
daughter of the Earl Marischal, and this lady had 
opportunity of giving proof of a brave spirit, as in 
1395 she had to direct a defence of the Castle in the 
absence of her husband, the assailant being her own 
nephew, Robert de Keith. The lady made a noble and 
successful defence till relieved by the arrival of her 
husband. Lindesay died in 1397. when Fyvie passed 
first to Sir Robert Preston, and after a short period to 
Sir Henry Preston, of the family of Craigmillar, who 
had fought a t Otterburn, and had there been the cap-
tor of Ralph Percy, for the surrender of whom i t is 
said that he received the estate of Fyvie. I t is not 
unlikely tha t his claim to the estate was recommended 
by his having married a daughter of Lindesay. The 
oldest tower in the Castle, tha t on the south-east, is 
named the Preston Tower, after Sir Henry. 

At Sir Henry's death, which took place about 1433, 
he left two daughters, of whom one married Forbes, 
and took into tha t family the property of Tolquhon ; 
the other marrying a Meldrum, remained at Fyvie. 
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The Meldrums held Fyvie for nearly 150 years, and the 
second oldest tower, that on the south-west, is called 
after them the Meldrum Tower. 

In 1596, the Meldrums sold the castle and estate to 
Alexander Seton, third son of George, 6th Lord Seton. 
Alexander Seton was a personage of great distinction. 
He had studied in early life for the chnrch, but the 
establishment of the Reformation led him to turn his 
attention to the law. He was a Lord of Session in 
1587, President of the Court of Session in 1593, while 
he was in 1598, two years after his purchase oPFyvie, 
created a Peer of Parliament by the title of Lord'Pyvie. 
In 1601, he was made Lord High Chancellor of Scot-
land, and two years later was created Earl of Dunferm-
line. 

Four Earls of Dunfermline ruled at Fyvie, and in 
their time a large part of the castle was built The 
great central or clock tower on tlie south bears the 
arms of the family, and is called the Seton Tower.' 
This part of the building is particularly striking. • I t 
consists, says Billings, of ' two semi-round towers, with 
a deep curtain between them, retired within a rounded 
arched recess of peculiar height and depth.' The en-
trance to the castle was once on this side; and the ar-
rangements for access bespeak the unsettled character 
of the time in which this part of the building was reared. 
The old iron gate still exists. I t consists of interlacing 
bars of great strength, fastened by powerful iron bolts, 
drawn out from either side of the wall. In the centre 
of the arch above the old doorway is a large aperturo 
known as the • murder-hole.' I t is a place from which 
molten lead or other unpleasant deposit might be let 
down on the heads of unwelcome visitors. 

The Setons were strongly attached to the fortunes of 
the Stuarts. The first Earl had had the superinten-
dence of the education of Charles I . The second went 
abroad to Charles II, accompanying thot Prince in his 
unsuccessful attempt in 1650; and after the Bestoration 
he was made Privy Councillor and Keeper of the Privy 
Seal. The third Earl only held the property a short 
period ; but the fourth Peer joined Dundee with a troop 
of horse, and fought at their head at Killiecrankie in 
1689, and being outlawed, followed James VII. into exile 
at St Germains, where in 1691 he died without surviving 
issue. 

The estate was of course forfeited. I t was purchased 
in 1726 by William, second Earl of Aberdeen, for his 
family by bis third wife, Anne, daughter of Alexander, 
second Duke of Gordon. In accordance with this settle-
ment, the eldest son of the marriage. General the Hon. 
William Gordon, succeeded to Fyvie on the death of 
his father on 30th March, 1746. The General was 
succeeded in 1816 by his only son William Gordon. At 
bis death, in 1847, the succession to the estate passed to 
his cousin, Charles Gordon, who was eldest son of the 
Hon. Alexander Gordon, Lord Rockville, the third sou 
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of the second Lord Aberdeen by his last marriage. Mr 
Charles Gordon did not reside a t the castle, bn t visited 
i t for some months in 1848. At his death, in February 
1851, he was succeeded by his eldest son, Colonel 
William Cosmo Gordon, the gentleman who died in 
December last, and who is now succeeded by his brother, 
Captain Alexander Henry Gordon. As the other 
families owning the estate left their impress on the 
Castle, the Gordons have also added their quota to the 
fabric. The Hon. William Gordon erected a t the nor th 
end of the west wing a tower on the site of the ancient 
chapel. This structure is, of course, designated the 
Gordon Tower. 

Mastering the details of the history of the House, as 
registered in its external aspects, and not forgetting t o 
note the 'T rumpe te r ' on the apex of the Preston 
Tower, with his t rumpet turned towards Mill of Tifty, 
.the party entered the Castle, and were most kindly 
conducted over the entire building by Captain Gordon. 
Nearly every room contains valuable paintings or rare 
prints. In the drawing-room there are, amongst other 
paintings, a half length of St James, by a ' pup i l of 
Murillo; and a corresponding portrait of St Peter . 
There are also busts in marble, by the late gifted 
Munro, of the late Colonel Gordon of Fyvie and of his 
wife. In the same room there is a portrait of The 
Chevalier. In the library there is another portrait of 
The Chevalier, with portraits of Prince Charlie and of 
Cardinal York, the last of the race. The Fyvie branch 
of the Gordons were strong friends of the Stuarts . 
Lady Anne Gordon, Countess of Aberdeen, was as 
devoted to the Prince as her father and her grand-
mother had been to The Chevalier. Every one has 
heard of the remark the Countess is said to have given 
to the Duke of Cumberland as he was marching, on 9tli 
April 1746, through Fyvie to Banff on his way to 
Cnlloden. The Countess, then only a few weeks a 
widow, had placed herself a t the roadside with her 
eldest son, William, in order to see the army pass. The 
Duke, asking her who she was, received the reply—' l a m 
the sister of Lord Lewis Gordon,' the young lord who 
raised two battalions for the Prince's service, with one 
of which he defeated a force of the Boyalists a t Inver-
urie on 23rd December 1745. Lord Lewis's devotion to 
the Stuart cause even in exile is immortalised in the 
well-known Jacobite ballad— 

Oh, send Lewie Gordon bame, 
And the lad I daurna name. 

Besides the Stuarts, there are in the library portraits 
of Queen Mary and of Cardinal Beatoun and of Bishop 
Elphinstone, the founder of King's College, Aberdeen. 
In the dining-room there are a number of family por-
traits. Over the flre-place is a fall length picture of tho 
Countess of Aberdeen, with her eldest son, the Hon. 
William Gordon, as a little boy, by her side. There are 
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also portrai ts of the Honourable William Gordon's wife 
and his son, the former by Giles, the latter by Sir 
"William Beeehy; portrai ts of the late William Cosmo 
Gordon and of his wife, both painted in 1857 by Desange. 
In other rooms there are, amongst other pictures, 
por t ra i t s of William, 2nd Ear l of Aberdeen, and his 
s o n ; of the first Lord Dunfermline, the Chancellor; 
Duke of M o n m o u t h ; Sarah Jennings, Duchess of 
Marlborough; the second Lord Falkland, who fell a t 
Newbury in 1643; Charles 2nd; Viscount Dundee: the 
second and last Duke of Ormonde; Maitland, Duke of 
Lauderdale; portrai t of Rembrandt by himself; por-
t ra i t of Giles by himself ; Cavalry Engagement by 
Wouverman; Tiger Fight by Rubens; various land-
scapes, including a view of Maryculter by Giles, &c., &c. 
The charter room was a place of great interest, with its 
piles of old documents carefully arranged; the oak 
carvings t ha t covered the walls and cases; to say nothing 
of the concealed recesses; and abovo all the entrance to 
the Secret Chamber below, which is as yet unexplored. 
This chamber is the great mystery of the Castle. I t 
occupies the basement of the Meldrum Tower. I t is, 
of course, believed to be haun ted ; and it is asserted 
tha t if i t were opened all kinds of evils would befall the 
house. Wi th this secret chamber there is associated 
the remarkable ' Weeping Stone.' which is kept in one 
of the upper rooms in the Castle. This stone, which 
was shown to the visitors on Wednesday, is occasionally 
found covered with mois tu re ; hence the name. In 
this relation it may he well t o quote the prophecy 
which is handed down concerning the house, and is 
ascribed to the Bhymer. True Thomas's lines prog-
nosticate evils to the house when the castle should have 

Frae harryit Kirk 's land stanes three— 
Ane in Preston 's Tower, 
Ane in my ladie's bower, 
And ane below the water-yett, 
And i t ye shall never get. 

The 'Weeping Stone ' is said to be one of the stones 
referred to. Where the ' Lady's Bower ' is is not 
certainly known. The stone tha t is below the 'water-
yet t , ' i t is believed, may be found some day when the 

- Secret Chamber is explored, as i t is supposed it may 
lead by a subterranean passage to Ythan. 

In a 'Legend of Fyvie,' a brief tale, which is as yet 
only printed for private circulation, the authoress, 
the present lady of Fyvie, has ingeniously interwoven 
the story of Tif ty 's Annie with the traditions of the 
Secret Chamber and the Weeping Stone. In the 
' Legend ' the incidents vary from the ballad. The 
laird of the period falls in love with Annie, or Jessie, as 
she is called, and, to gain his end, * mokes away ' with 
Willie Lindsay, the trumpeter, while her father pre-
tends tha t be litis him'olf committed a forgery that 
places him a t the mercy . f the laird, who will only be 
pacified by getting Annie's hand. Annie consents, but 
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lives only to be broken-hearted; and, coming to learn 
of the fate of her lover, the t rumpeter , she tells her 
brother with her latest breath t ha t she will never be a t 
rest till the bones of Willie Lindsay receive Christian 
burial. After her death she haunts t h e house as a 
'Green Lady.' At length i t is resolved t o open the 
Secret Chamber, and there are found the bones of tho 
trumpeter with his t rumpet , and beside them ' a 
curious stone which was quite wet, though the cell 
was simply damp, as a dungeon would be.' The re-
mains being decently interred in the Churchyard of 
Fyvie, there is rest in the house. The ' Green L a d y ' is 
no more seen, but • the old stone, which is still pre-
served in one of the upper chambers of the Castle, 
ceases not to weep for the tragic fate of Jessie and 
Willie. 

Though scarcely vieing with the 'Weeping Stone, ' 
yet not a little interest was manifested in viewing the 
spinning-wheel of Lady Aberdeen, and some beautifully-
executed ornamental needle-work wrought by the same 
lady on curtains yet in admirable preservation. An 
elegant carving in wood of the arms of the Gordons of 
Gight was also examined with much curiosity. The 
gold-headed cane of the great Duke of Marlborough 
was necessarily an object of lively interest. I t bears 
his initials and coronet. The guard-rooms were 
not overlooked, nor did the visitors fail to note 
the elegance of the spacious staircase constructed 
by the first Lord Dunfermline. At one point 
no fewer than eight archings are visible. Near th is 
pouit are inscribed on the wall the names of the builder 
and his wife:— 

ALEXANDER SETON, LOUD F Y V I E . 
DAME GRESSEL LESLIE , LADIE F Y V I E . 1603 

Alter partaking of the generous hospitality of Captain 
Gordon; and the President of the Club having expressed 
the thanks of the party to the owner of the noble 
mansion, the party left the house for the gardens, of 
which a hurried look was taken. Visits were made to 
the greenhouses, containing some splendid plants • t o 
the vineries, with rich clusters of grapes ; to the peach 

house ; to the.melon house, from which a large vield 
has already been obtained, while a rich new crop is 
swelling out, and where among other rarities was to be 
seen a fine specimen of the Bread F ru i t Tree. Tho 
florist garden and the rosary, both charmingly sur-
rounded by sheltering trees, and connected by a carpet 
ot green were admired; and a glimpse was got of the 
beautiful lake ere the party drove to the east approach, 
near the entrance gate to which an ascent was made 
of a rising ground on the left. 

On the top of this hill is still to be seen, extending 
for more than n mile, a breastwork erected by Montrose 
when be was here in 1644. A contemporary chronicler 
writes that Montrose, who was opposed to Argyll, held 
the wood of Fyvie on the 28th October and following 
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days with a large mult i tude of men and horse, and adds 
—' He (Montrose), like one skilful captain, issues out 
of the wood and returned hack again, and did great 
skaith tha t day. ' Believing the force of Argyll too 
strong for him, Montrose escaped by a night march into 
Strathbogie. 

f r o m Fyvie the party drove past the Windy Hills to 
Gight, where Mr Wilson read from Pra t t ' s ' Buchan' 
some notes on the Castle. The old Castle was ascended, 
and note taken of the recently discovered stone inscribed 
with tho let ters M A R., with a sword piercing a heart 
beneath. The Gight Estate was sold in 1787, two 
years af ter t h e marriage of the heiress Catherine 
Gordon. The sale was made to pay the debts of her 
husband. Captain Byron. The purchaser was Lord 
Haddo, eldest son of the third Ear l of Aberdeen, and 
the price was £17,850. The sale took place the year 
before the bir th of the poet. The castle was neglected 
af ter the unfortunate death of Lord Haddo, who was 
killed by a fall f rom his horse a t a well near the castle. 
The place was, however, inhabited till 1795. I t is now 
a complete ruin. We need not say that the Hagberry 
Po t was visited, and tha t the beautiful Braes were fully 
perambulated; or tha t much commendation was ex-
pressed at the generous provision the Aberdeen family 

have so long made for the welcome and accommodation 
of visitors to a place which has an undying interest. 
Though, so far as we are aware, there is no evidence 
tha t the poet ever was a t Gight, the place is associated 
with his name. Gight was early occupied, i ts natural 
beauty and fertility attracting attention. Some idea 
of the richness of the soil was evidenced iu a fine crop 
of oats on the Mains farm (tenanted by Mr Gavin Catto), 

, t ha t was falling before the reapers on Wednesday. The 
straw measured 7 fee t ; and i t was a moderate estimate 
t ha t the yield would be eight quarters to the acre. The 
land bad, however, been 31 years in grass. 

Ou the return journey, a stop was made at Wood-
head in order to examine the chapel there. The style 
of the building is Gothic, and the fine structure with 
i ts entire surroundings has an air of repose tha t is 
peculiarly pleasing. The place must be as healthful as 
i t is beautiful, for there have been only two incumbents 
here during the past 95 years ! A cup of tea having 
been partaken of a t the Deanery, the rich collection 
Mr Wilson possesses of MS. and other memorials of 
the times of the Stuarts was inspected with lively 
pleasure. A pause of a few minutes was made at the 
churchyard to examine the monuments over the graves 
of Tifty 's Annie and of the last of the Gordons of Wight, 
lying there, and o thers ; and with a look in passing at 
the Iona Cross, erected to the memory of the late 
James Hay Chalmers on the site of the Priory, 
founded in the 13th century by William the Lion. the 
party reached the station in time for the evening train, 
having spent a most pleasant and not unprofitable day. 
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