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very good when young ; b a t when old is tough and 
indigestible. 

27. Whi te fir wood mushroom is a p re t ty small species, 
wi th a whi te smooth top like ivory, grows in fir woods, 
found in September, exceedingly delicate. 

28. Fa i ry ring champignon is by many considered 
t h e best of all our mushrooms. I t grows in pastures, 
never in woods, and is easily distinguished f rom the 
false champignon by i t s wide-apart and cream-coloured 
gills. The poisonous species, you will observe, has 
narrow gills, which are much darker in colour than 
those of t h e t r u e champignon. And al though sometimes 
to be found beside it, i t grows also in woods. On look-
ing at t h e two sheets, you mus t have observed the 
grea ter brilliancy of colour which the poisonous species 
display. A few specimens have been remarked on and 
pointed out . And as th is paper has already reached a 
grea ter length than was a t first contemplated, X will 
no t detain you longer, but thank you for your pat ient 
hearing, and t r u s t t ha t we have spent a not al together 
profit less half-hour, a l though t h e feast has been very 
much of the Barmicidian order . 

Dr BARCLAY proposed a hear ty vote of thanks to 
Rev. Mr Davidson for his interesting paper, and the 
motion having been agreed to, t he thanks of the meet-
ing wore accordingly conveyed by Mr Horne. 

T H E BLOOD. 

Dr Bremner , Chalmers' Hospital , then read a paper 
on * Blood, ' i l lustrat ing his observations with diagrams 
and examples of blood in various stages. H e began 
by describing t h e appearance of the blood as i t is seen 
circulat ing in the vessels of a living par t , e g., t he web 
of a f rog 's foot . Af ter noticing t ha t i t there appears 
as a colourless fluid, with numerous particles float-
ing in i t . he pointed ou t t ha t th i s observation may 
he looked upon as a simple means of a t once analyzing 
the blood into i t s two great pr imary const i tuents , the 
colourless fluid being known as t h e Liquor Sanguinis, 
or Plasma, aad t h e particles floating in i t as t he Blood 
Corpuscles, of these last the re are two varieties, t h e 
red or coloured, and the pale or colourless. I t was 
shown t h a t i t was to these coloured corpuscles, and to 
t h e m alone, t h a t t he colour of t h e blood was due. The 
colour of t he blood in different animals was next con-
sidered, showing in some it was clear and watery, e.g., 
i n sec t s ; hu t in all mammals, reptiles, birds, and 
fishes, i t was of a red colour. He then went on to de-
scribe the appearance of the blood as it flows from awound 
in the living t issues. Af ter noticing i ts colour, taste, 
specific gravity, and odour, i t was observed tha t to the 
naked eye blood appeared a homogeneous fluid with the 
colouring m a t t e r common to all p a r t s of i t a l ike; but if 
we placed a small quant i ty of t h i s apparently homo-
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geneons fluid under a microscope we could easily make 
out tha t the colour belonged entirely to the red cor-
puscles. The temperature of the blood iu man and 
various other animals was next considered, showing tha t 
in amphibians and fishes the temperature was as low as 
0'3 deg. C . while in birds i t was as high as 44.03 deg. C., 
about, 8 deg. higher than in man. The constancy of 
temperature in mammals and birds was also considered 
and explained. The total quantity of blood in the body 
was shown to be about 12 per cent, of i ts entire weight. 
The composition of blood was next considered, and some 
of its more important elements, including the red cor-
puscles, the white or pale corpuscle, serum albumen, 
minerals, and gases, were described in detail. Regard-
ing the red corpuscles, i t was shown tha t an int imate ac-
quaintance with the shape, size, &c., of these bodies in 
various animals might prove of great value in the detec-
tion of human blood stains. The colouring ma t t e r 
(homceglobin of these bodies was spoken of as the most 
complex organic substance known, being both crystal-
line and albuminous in its nature. This homoeglobinis 
capable of being decomposed by acids, alkalies, &c., and 
a knowledge of this decomposition gives us another tes t 
for blood stains. The function of these red cor-
puscles (viz., to carry oxygen gas from the lungs 
to the tissues) was also shown to depend on the 
affinity which this homoeglobin had for oxygen. Tho 
white corpuscles -were shown to be much fewer in 
number than the red, and the only point considered 
about them was their movements, showing how they 
are capable of changing their shape and also their posi-
tion. The minerals were spoken of as being amongst 
the most ìmportant elements of the blood, being used 
in building up many of the tissnes of the body Last ly , 
the changes which the blood undergoes on being drawn 
and let stand for some time—viz., what is known as t h e 
coagulation, clotting, or death of the blood This was 
shown to be due to the formation of a body termed 
fibrin, the fibrin itself being formed by the meeting of 
two substances called fibrinogen and fibrinoplastin, 
which exist in the living blood separately, t he reason 
why they don't unite there being tha t they require to 
be in the presence of a th i rd body before they can do so. 
This third body is called the fibrin-ferment, and is only 
formed lifter the blood has been drawn, the three 
bodies, fibrinoplastin, fibrinogen, and the ferment being 
known as the fibrin factors. 

Herr H O F F M A N N moved a vote of thanks to Doctor 
Bremner, which was hearti ly responded to by the 
meeting. 

Mr Stevenson, watchmaker, then exhibited Electr ic 
Light, and received the cordial acknowledgments of the 
Club for the trouble and expense he had put himself to 
in the matter . 

After transacting some private business, t he Club 
adjourned. 
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