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Members' Subscriptions—viz., from 66 Ordi-
nary Members at 5s. each, £16 10 0 
and 2 Junior Members, 0 6 0 

Interest on Bank Account as at 31st Jan. 1881, 0 0 4 
Balance on Excursions, 0 2 8 

Total Income, £16 19 0 

SECRETARY'S REPORT. 
- By|the rules of this Club, it falls also to the Secretary 
to make a report to the present meeting, and I presume 
that report should he occupied mainly with an account 
of the manner in which the Council has carried out the 
instructions of the Club during the term of its office, 

If this is so, yonr Secretary's report has heen largely 
forestalled by the issue of the Transactions, already in 
your hands, and also by the excellent address we have 
just had the pleasure of listening to. There are, how-

ever, several matters of importance still left for me to 
notice. At a meeting of the Club in December of last 
year, a collection of most beautiful specimens of mosses 
were exhibited by Mrs Bannerman ; and at a subsequent 
meeting of the Council, it was resolved, with Mrs 
Bannerman's consent, to submit the collection to an 
expert in that department of botany, with the view of 
ascertaining the correctness of the nomenclature, and 
of then having the list printed for the use of the Clnb. 
The Secretary accordingly applied to Dr Trail, Pro-
fessor of Botany in Aberdeen, who very obligingly 
named two gentlemen, both well skilled in mosses, and 
one of them, the Rev. Mr Fergusson of Fern, Brechin, 
very kindly undertook the revision of the specimens. 
In due time a corrected list and an accompanying letter 
were received from him. In that letter he offers to 
give every; "assistance to any members of the 
Club who should be inclined to enter upon the 

Expenditure. 
Paid for Books and Stationery, ... £0 5 9 
Paid for printing Rules and Mem. 

bers' Cards and advertising Meet-
ings of Club, 1 10 0 

Paid for printing Transactions of 
Club in pamphlet form. 5 11 6 

Piud for Post Cards and Postage 
Stamps, calling Meetings, &c., 3 18 5 

Paid Donation to John Duncan, the 
Alford Botanist, 1 1 0 Various Small Payments 0 18 7 Balance, being Amount at Credit of 
Club with Aberdeen T. & C. Bank, 3 13 9 

Balance, being Amount at Credit of 
Club with Aberdeen T. & C. Bank, 

£16 19 0 

ABSTRACT of INCOME a n d EXPENDITURE of t h e BANFF-
SHIRE FIELD CLUB, from 10th Jnne 1880, the Date 
of its Formation, to 20th October 1881:— 
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s tudy of mosses. This offer he accompanies 
with certain instruct ions, which I shall have pleasure 
in communicat ing t o any one interested. I 
refrain f rom reading t h e list , hu t I t r u s t you will order 
i t to be pr in ted in t h e concluding instalment of t h o 
Transact ions for the session now ending, and thns afford 
members an opportuni ty of studying i t for themselves. 

I wish also t o make a few remarks upon the present 
s ta te of t he Club as to membership. Up to th is date, 
seventy-four members have been enrolled. Of these, 
f rom various causes, we have lost only five, leaving 
sixty-nine still on t h e roll . To th is number, besides 
the names of eleven gentlemen t o be nominated th is 
evening, I have no doubt a very considerable addition 
will be made dur ing our new session ; especially if those 
members, no t officials of t he Club, who have some 
respect for , and in te res t in i ts objects, would exert 
themselves in th is direction. There are many gentle-
men in the outlying par t s of the district who would 
gladly join us, and do good service too, were the claims 
of t h e Society p u t before them by the present members. 
The officials of the Club have done a good deal in this 
way, but they cannot do all tha t might be done, nor is 
i t reasonable t o expect i t of them. All members who 
approve of t h e objects of the Club should endeavour to 
extend t h e area of i t s operation and usefulness. 

I t will be sat isfactory to the Club to leam tha t pro-
vision has already been made to a considerable extent 
for the i r wiuter evening meetings, and t ha t this has been 
done without calling again upon those gentlemen who 
have already favoured us with papers. Among those 
who have consented t o furnish something for our 
instruct ion dur ing the coming session, I may mention 
the Rev. Mr Gregor, Pitsligo, a gentleman, as you all 
know, highly distinguished both in l i terature and 
archaeology. Mr Gregor will tell us next month what 
he conceives should ho the aim of such a society as ours, 
and the best mode of securing t ha t aim. In December, 
Mr Chisholm will discourse t o us on a subject with 
which he is part icularly well acquainted—the Salmon, 
in all i t s stages and conditions. In January, Mr Cra-
mond will t rea t u s to an account of t he Shells found on 
our Shores, i l lustrat ing his subject f rom a collection 
made by Mr Edward. Later on we shall have a paper 
on Place Names f rom Mr Macdonald, Buckie; and, I 
hope, one f rom Mr Jolly, Inverness, on Cup-marked 
Stones, a most interest ing subject, of which we have 
various specimens within t h e dis t r ic t of t he Cluh. This 
will keep us going unti l the new Council has had time 
to make i ts arrangements, and I have no doubt i t will 
have bu t l i t t le difficulty in providing for the remaining 
meetings of t h e session. 

In conclusion, I would refer t o another mat te r of 
importance, viz., t he na ture of the subjects printed in 
the Transactions of the Club, and our chief object in 
preserving t h e various papers in t h a t form. Now, in 
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regard to the first, the Club in i t s rules is declared to 
be insti tuted for the purpose of promoting scientific 
study and investigation generally, and specially fo r t h e 
exploration of the distr ict wi th reference t o certain 
natural sciences, archaeology, &c. No doubt, therefore , 
the objects of the Club are mainly of a local character , 
but not entirely so—not to t h e exclusion al together of 
scientific study, even when i t has no local bearing. 
I t is the business of the Club to encourage such s tudy 
in every direction; and whatever is considered wor thy 
of being read in the Club, and listened to by i ts mem-
bers is worthy of a place in our Transactions. But , 
while this is the case, t he great body of the papers ad-
mitted into the Transactions should form, as i t were, 
a topographical t reasury for the field embraced by t h e 
Club, from which treasury, by and by, a selection of 
the most valuable papers, bearing upon t h e physical, 
historical, literary, and archaeological condition of the 
district should be made and published with t h e sanction 
and authority of the Club. This, I th ink , should be t h e 
practical outcome of the action of the Society, and t h e 
object the Council should endeavour steadily and syste-
matically to carry out . 

After nomination of new members, t he election of 
office-bearers for t he next twelve months was made, 
with the following result :—President , Rev. J . Milne, 
King-Edward; vice-presidents. Sheriff Scot t Moncrieff, 
Mr T. Edward, A.L.S., and Rev. W. Gregor, Pi ts l igo; 
treasurer, Mr Yeats, 6, Castle S t r e e t : secretary, Mr 

Spence, Boyndie House, and assistant secretary, M r 
Dawson, National Bank; joint-secretaries or corres-

ponding members, Rev. J . S. Wilson, Fyvie ; Mr Law-
son, Town and County Bank, H u n t l y ; Mr Thurburn , 
solicitor, Keith ; Mr Cramond, teacher, Cullen; and M r 
Macdonald, solicitor, Buckie; council, t he office-bearers 
with committee, Messrs Wat t , National Bank; Smith , 

Elmbank ; Horne, H.M. Geo. Survey; J ames Forbes , 
solicitor; aud Rev. AE. Chisholm. 

The business was concluded with a hear ty vote of 
thanks to the retir ing President fo r t h e manner in 
which he had conducted the business of t he Club dur ing 
the evening, and also during the term of his presidency. 
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