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T H U R S D A Y , A U G U S T 18, 1881. 

E X C U R S I O N T O T A P O ' N O T H . 

THIS Club paid its promised visit to Tap o' Noth on 
Thursday. The weather was delightful, and the ex. 
cursion altogether one of the most enjoyable that the 

members have had since the commencement of the 
Society. We will not occupy time with preliminaries 
nor yet with an account of the early part of our pro-
gress from Gartly Station, the point of rendezvous, 
bu t will place ourselves, a t once, well up the Glen of 
Noth, ju s t about to bid farewell to cultivated fields, 
and to enter on the rougher and more important part 
of our journey, under the leadership of Mr John Yeats, 
M.A., t reasurer of the club, whose local knowledge 
was of the greatest service to us throughout the day. 
Mr Teats was ably supported in this respect by Mr 
Lawson, banker, Huntly, whose acquaintance with the 
poetic and traditionary lore of the district rendered 
his presence very valuable to the explorers. 
Facing the hill, our attention was directed to a well 
defined and nearly horizontal line running along the 
heather, and about 350 feet vertically below the summit. 
This line presented at the distance from which we 
viewed i t , something of the appearance of one of the 
roads of Glen Roy, as seen from the bottom of that 
glen, although by no means preserving the same dead 
level as the lat ter . Proceeding upward we came on a 
green marshy hollow, the source of one of the numerous 
brooklets t ha t rise in the hill. This hollow, an effect 
of natural erosion, is occupied in its upper part by a 
small pond or well-eye, round which we had to make 
a detour to escape bogging in the morass below. With-
out fu r the r obstacle we soon reached the line on the 
hillside already mentioned, and found i t to consist of 
an earth dyke or rampart of no great height, 
bu t having apparently had, along its top, a 
dry stone wall of considerable dimensions, for 
the stones of which it was composed lie thickly 
strewn on both sides of the rampart , as far as we had 
an opportunity of tracing it . This encircling wall is 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



104 

said to be about a mile and a half in length, and is 
undoubtedly the lower or outer line of defence of the 

fort on the top of the hill. Near the point where we 
crossed this rampart , Mr Yeats pointed ou t an opening 
of about 20 feet, clear bo th of mould and stone, which 
evidently formed a main entrance, if no t t h e only one, 
to the space within. F rom th i s a winding road, still 
partly to be followed in the heather , leads up to the 
enclosure on the summit , which is entered by a similar 
gap in the upper circumvallation. H e r e t h e par ty 
arrived about 12.30, and spent two hours in a most 
•delightful manner. ' F i r s t of all, ' exclaimed our vice-
president, ' let us have a Pisgah view of t h e land, 
while the air is so clear ! ' This was agreed to, and 
carried out with help of compass and field-glass. B u t 
t ime would fail us to give anything like a detailed de-
scription of the panorama t h a t lay around us, wi th all 
its features of natural and historical interest . We 
shall therefore content ourselves with a few notes j u s t 
to give some faint idea to stay-at-home members of t he 
club of what they missed on th i s occasion, for one may 
ascend such a hill twenty t imes wi thout finding all the 
conditions so favourable. 

To the nor th a t our feet lay t h e Glen of Kirkney, t he 
Cairn of Mildewnie, with i t s tumul i and i ts legend, and 
Hill of Kirkney, from t h e brown sides of which 
reverberated a t infrequent intervals t h e crack of 
the fowling-pieces of a small par ty of sportsmen, 
apparently working as hard as possible to make 
a toil of a pleasure. Beyond, lay Hun t ly and t h e 
valley of the Deveron falling away towards Banff. A 
glimpse of the sea was seen on the horizon near Por t soy ; 
the Hil l of Dura , t he Knock Hill , t h e Bin of Cairnie, 
and the Bin of Cullen; again t h e sea, with t h e hills of 
Caithness, Sutherland, and Boss behind. I n t h e middle 
distance to the west towered Ben Rhinnes with jagged 
front , shut t ing ou t from t h e view the famous Laigh 
o' Moray; while to the south-west t he Buck, Corry-
habbie, and the o ther hills around t h e sources of the 
Deveron, seemed close a t hand. Beyond these in the 
far distance, fifty miles away, could be seen t h e giant 
summits of Britain—the Cairngorm Mountains rising 
•with a more varied outline against a hazy sky. Between 
us and the Buck lay the quiet Vale of Essie, with i t s 
rained church and ruined tower, and old historical 
associations. Ful l in f ront of us, and south of the 
Buck, rose 1 Morven of Snow ' and Culblean, separating 
the valley of the Upper Don f rom t h a t of t he Dee ; 
while above and beyond these towered * t h e rock 
"where the snow-flake reposes '— 1 Dark Lochnagar, ' 
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terminating to the west our view of the line of Gram-
pian summits, stretching from thence eastward in 
serrated array to Cloch-na-ben. Between Morven and 
Notli were seen the woods of Clova, Kildrummie, and 
Craig, and ' t h e field of the pursuit, ' Auchindoir, 
localities each and all of them celebrated in tradition 
or history. To the east extended the 'dauchs of 
Strathbogie,' and, beyond, the fertile and highly culti-
vated Lordship of the Garioch, bounded on the north 
by the Foudland and Culsalmond Hills, and on the 
south by the long and picturesque range of Bennachie. 
Down upon this beautiful tract of country, 470 years 
ago, through the very glen by which we had ascended the 
hill, there marched a wild Highland host, carrying 
everything before them, and harrying the country as they 
went, until the Lowland ranks met them on the field of 
Harlaw. From that field, the remnant returned in a few 
days broken and powerless, seeking their distant homes 
in the Highlands and Islands by the same pass through 
which they had so lately burst in triumph. We can 
fancy we see the broken bands filing in disorder 
below us, and hear the wailing sounds of the coronach, 
' cryand on hie, alas, alas, for the Harlaw ! ' To the 
north-east lay, wide extended, the vast territory of 
Buchan with Mormond (the Greathill, great as compared 
with the heights of the rolling surface of Buchan), and 
the White Horse well in sight. One can not here 
refrain from contrasting the two hills, Mormondin the 
north-east, and Morven in the south-west, lying right 
against each other, and each named the Great Hill— 
the former, however, a giant only among pigmies, 
while the latter ÌB a giant among giants, and over-
topped by forms more gigantic still. 

Having now completed our survey, and taken shelter 
from the breeze under the lee of a huge fragment of 
artificial lava, we sat down to lunch, which, i t is need-
less to say, we enjoyed most heartily. The long walk, 
the keen air, the pleasant society, and the hearty and 
frequent laugh, had prepared us most thoroughly for 
the simple repast which each had brought along with 
him in his wallet, and wns now ready to share with all. 
Thereafter, on the invitation of the company, Mr 
Lawson read the ballad of Lang Johnnie Moir, in which 
are detailed the adventures of that hero in London and 
the assistance he obtains from his relatives in Scotland. 
In the opening stanzas Johnnie is described— 

There lives a man in Rhynie's land, 
Anither in Auchindoir; 

The bravest lad amo' them a' 
Was lang Johnnie Moir. 
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Toting Johnnie was an airy blade, 
Fu' sturdy, stout, and s t rang; 

The sword that hung by Johnnie's side 
Was just full ten feet lang. 

Young Johnnie was a clever youth. 
Fa ' sturdy, stout, and wicht; 

Jus t full three yards around the waist, 
An' fourteen feet in hicht. 

Johnnie, being condemned to death in London, de-
spatches a messenger to his uncle, * Auld Johnnie of 
Bennachie,' whom he entreats to come to his assist-
ance and bring with him ' the body Jock o' Noth. ' 

Bennachie lyes very low, 
The Tap o' Noth lyes h igh; 

For a' the distance tha t ' s between 
Was heard Auld Johnnie's cry. 

Whan on the plain these champions met, 
Twa grizlie ghaists to see, 

There were three feet between their brows, 
An' shoulders were yards three. 

These men they ran ower hills and dales. 
An' over mountains high, 

Till they cam' on to London town, 
At the dawn o' the third day. 

On being refused admission, 
• Ye'll open the yetts, ' says Jock o' Noth • 

' Ye'll open them at my ca l l ; ' 
Then wi' his foot he has drove in 

Three yards braid o' the wall. 
They soon discover Lang Johnnie in his place of 
durance, and set him free on being assured that his 
imprisonment was 

Nae for murder nor for theft , 
Nor yet for robberie; 

But a' for loving a gay lady 
They're gaun to gar him die. 

Having accomplished his release and married him to his 
lady love, 

Auld Johnnie Moir, and young Johnnie Moir, 
And Jock o' Noth, a' three, 

The English lady and little wee boy, 
Went a' to Bennachie. 

The reading of this ballad, rich with a grim and 
grotesque humour, was rendered doubly interesting by 
the position of the reader and his audience ; and one of 
the party took occasion to remark that the gigantic 
work around them with the somewhat similar works on 
the sister heights of Bennachie and Dunnideer, both 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



107 

ful l in sight, were fitly a t t r ibuted in popular imagina-
t ion to giants, and supposed t o be occupied by such. 
This idea is prevalent in regard to Cyclopean works in 
all countries where such s t ruc tures are found. 

Mr Yeats now read extracts , descriptive of t h e for t 
and of the various theories of vitrification, from t h e 
paper which he prepared for the Club during their last 
winter session, and which will be found a t page 
86. When Mr Yeats had finished, Mr Lawson read 
some notes made for t h e occasion, and which, both from 
the i r novelty and intr insic meri t , secured an eager 
a t tent ion. 

Mr Lawson pointed ou t t h a t t he Tap o* Noth is 
acknowledged t o be t h e most wonderful in existence; 
i t occupies a loft ier and more commanding position 
than any o ther in Scotland. At one time, i t was sup. 
posed to be volcanic, and specimens of the so-called 
lava were laid before the Royal Society, London, in 1777, 
who pronounced t h e Tap to be an extinct volcano. A 
terrace runs round t h e highest peak and round the 
outer edge of th i s terrace runs a line of fortification all 
round the base of t h e peak on which the for t is built. 
The wall is about a mile and a half in circumference, 
and had evidently been made of earth, faced with 
stones, and.having a di tch on the outside. The stones 
sti l l lie about , distinctly marking the line of fortification, 
which formed the first line of defence. The first 40 or 
50 yards f rom the summit downwards appears to be one-
mass of small stones, f a r the r up is a winding road. 
The for t or enclosure is a parallelogram 150 yards long 
and 50 broad ; t he wall around is 16 feet high and 20 
feet thick. Limestone and slate are found on the hill, 
also t rap, which is easily fused. The walls had been 
vitrified about 3 to 4 feet t h rough from the surface on 
ei ther side. Appearance of t h e foundations of houses 
are seen all along t h e eastern wall. There are 20,000 
cubic yards of solid masonry, weighing about 40,000 
tons. Supposing the stones had been found scattered 
all rouud t h e hill, and t ha t on an average they had t o 
be carried u p half t he distance, 750 feet, i t would have 
taken two hundred thousand men one day to do i t , or 
one thousand men two hundred days. There is, how. 
ever, no proof t h a t t he stones used were found on the 
h i l l ; b u t t he re is dist inct evidence t h a t t he stones used 
for cementing purposes were brought long distances. 
We may feel p re t ty sure t h a t six o r seven thousand 
men could not have completed th is huge s t ruc ture in a 
year. Authori t ies seem agreed t h a t t he Romans con. 
verted these vitrified for ts into strongholds. Roman 
camps were placed judiciously in the centre of a group 
of these for the purpose of watching and overawing 
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them. After Macbeth was slain at Lumphanan, his 
adherents offered the crown to Lulach, l a d y Macbeth's 
son, by her first huBband. Malcolm encountered 
Lulach at Kildrummy, and Lulach, being outnumbered, 
took refuge in the Tap o' Noth fort. Lulach's friends 
made a stand at Mildewni, and Mildewni is Gaelic for 
• Grave of a thousand.' Referring to ' Lathmon,' well-
known to readers of Ossian, he quoted—' "When Salmath 
came from Car-bone Lathmon ; Sulmath, chief of Dutha, 
at the dark-rolling stream of Davranna : Why dost thou 
not rush, son of Nuath, with a thousand of thy heroes,' 
&c. Dubh-bhranna, dark mountain stream. A river 
in Scotland, which falls into the sea at Banff, still 
retains the name of Duvrana; if that is meant in this 
passage, Lathmon must have been a prince of the 

Pictish nation, or those Caledonians who inhabited of 
old the Eastern Coast of Scotland. 

Mr Lawson then went on to consider—"What does 
Tap o' Noth mean, and why was it so called ? 

1. As all the names of the great natural features in 
this district—its hills, its valleys, its rivers, &c.—are 
derived from the Gaelic language, and as these names 
always point out some peculiarity of appearance, situa-
tion, or other circumstance, we would naturally expect 
that this hill would have a name derived from the 
Gaelic language too, and that that name would be one 
which pointed out some peculiarity which distinguished 
it from the hills by which it is surrounded. 

2. It is evident that in the present form the name 
'Top o' Noth' has by no means either a Celtic look or 

a Celtic sound. "We may conclude, therefore, tha t if 
the name is a Gaelic one it must he a corruption of 
something else; and those who have read either 

'Joyce's Work on Irish names of Places' or Colonel 
Stewart s book on the meaning of the names of places in 
Scotland derived from the Gaelic language, will have 
observed how almost invariably names of places derived 
either from Gaelic or Irish become corrupted so as to be 
recognised with difficulty, when in the course of ages 
they come to be pronounced by a people speaking a 
different language. 

3. Some derive ' Top' from the Gaelic word ' taipe,' 
meaning a bare hill; but then it appears to be an 
unquestionable fact that in very ancient times so far 
was this hill from being a bare hiU that it was wooded 
almost to the summit, and, indeed, the name Clash-na. 
Darroch, or the * Valley of the Oak Trees,' bears witness 
to this fact. For these and other reasons we think this 
derivation must be set aside. 

4. Let us consider what remarkable natural appear-
ance would have been most likely to strike the first Celt 
who gained the summit of this hill. What gave it some-
thing characteristic, something to distinguish it from 
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the many hills with which it was surrounded ? This, 
doubtless, that on the very summit of the hill, in a 
situation the most unexpected, there existed a spring of 
pure, sparkling water, a perennial spring, which has 
never been known to grow less even in the very driest 
weather. This is a phenomenon which, to a thoughtful 
mind, gives rise even now to no less wonder than it must 
have done to those who first beheld it . Now, a well or 
natural spring of water is, in Gaelic, Tobair, pronounced 
TOBER, a name found in hundreds of places both in 
Scotland and Ireland, and always given to places where 
fine springs or wells of water are found. The very 
frequency of this name points to the fact that the 
' Ancient Celts ' valued springs of water very highly, 
and tha t they had a habit of giving places where such 
springs were found names derived from these springs. 
In fact, that they had a strong liking for the word 
Tober as the name of a place. If we suppose, then, 
that the spring of water on the hill was what first 
attracted the attention of our forefathers, they would be 
certain to call the hill Tober—something or another in 
order to distinguish it from other Tobers or wells. 
Thus the chief town in the Island of Mull is called 
Tober-mory. or the ' Great "Well," from the large spring 
of water which gave the town its name. Let us suppose, 
then, that the ancient name of this hill was Tober-Noth. 
"We can easily perceive how, in the course of ages, this 
name Tober-Noth would become corrupted into Top o' 
Noth. 

But, then, the next question is—What does Noth 
mean, and why was it called Tober-Noth, if this were 
really the original name ? 

If we are to regard the poems of Ossian as being really 
what they profess to be, ancient Gaelic poems reaching 
back to the third and fourth centuries of the Christian 
era, then, by turning to the two poems ' Oithona' and 
'Lathmon," we learn— 

1st. That Nuath or Noth was a Pictish chief who re-
sided 'near the dark rolling stream of the Duvranna,' 
which M'Pherson explains as our Deveron. 

2nd. That Lathmon was the son of Nuath, and lived 
in a strong place, which Ossian, a foreigner, calls Dun-
Lathmon or Lathmon's fortress. 

3rd. From the address of the ' Son of Morni ' to Lath-
mon, in which he says, ' O, that ye were in the halls of 
Nuath, in the green dwelling of Lathmon,' we conclude 
that Nuath and Lathmon his son resided in the same 
place, and that that place was situated somewhere near 
the Deveron. 

4th. Gaul, the son of Morni, having attended Lathmon 
into his country, was kindly entertained by Nuath, the 
father of Lathmon, and fell in love with Lathmon's 
daughter, Oithona. The lady was no less enamoured of 
Gaul, and a day was fixed for their marriage, but Gaul 
was suddenly recalled by Fingal, and before departing 
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promised that if he survived the war to which he was 
summoned, he would return to claim his bride. Lath , 
mon, too, was obliged to attend his father, Nuàth, in 
his wars, and Oithona was left alone at Dunlathmon. 
Dunrommath, a chief from the Orkneys, taking advan-
tage of the absence of her friends, attacked Dunlath-
mon, and carried her off by force. Gaul, returning on 
the day appointed to Dunlathmon, and finding his be-
loved gone, thus gives vent to his sorrow—'Darkness 
dwells around Dunlathmon, though the moon shows 
half her face on the hill. The son of Morni is on the 
plain (Gaul himself). The voice of Oithona is not heard 
amidst the noise of the streams of Duvranna.' 

Clearly then Nuath's or Lathmon's Por t was on a hill, 
and it was situated * amidst the streams of Duvranna 
but although by Ossian, aforeigner.it was called Dunlath-
mon, or Lathmon's Port , Lathmon the son being best 
known as the younger man,and he who 'led out a thousand 
men to battle * from his fort, all analogy from the his-
tory of ancient times would lead us to the conclusion 
that if the fortress had the name Dun given to i t by 
the natives of the district, i t would have been called 

'Dun-Nuath' from the head chief, rather than Dun-
Lathmon from his son. But we believe tha t the native 
name would have been neither the one or the other, but 
a name derived from the well on the top, namely, Tober 
Nuàth or Nuath's Well, now corrupted into Top o' Noth. 

2. Let us suppose that the name is not Gaelic, but 
Teutonic (or Saxon we may call it—that is English), and 
that Top o' Noth is really the name. 

In that case, i t must have been given by a Teutonic 
race, speaking a language akin to English, who had 
thrust themselves in among the Gaelic speaking 
population as conquerors, and made themselves masters 
of this district. Have we any trace of such an inva-
sion? We cannot rely much on the local tradition, 
which says that a great band of warriors from over the 
seas having overrun this district, but finding the con-
quest harder than they had anticipated, left par t of 
their forces in the fortress on the Top o' Noth, while 
the rest returned with all haste to the Continent for 
reinforcements and provisions j tha t having been longer 
away than those on the hill expected, the provisions 
which had been left there became exhausted, and 
that when the new reinforcements arrived, the 
besieged rushed out of the For t , and down the hill to 
meet them, holding up their empty hands and shouting 

'Noth, Noth,' meaning nothing, nothing, as much as to 
say ' See, we have nothing left us to eat, nothing, noth-
ing.' Still this local tradition would seem to have 
embodied some fact connected with this district, and 
that fact would appear to be that there had really been 
some invasion of this district, by a people from beyond 
the seas. Now, it is well known both in the annals of 
Scotland, and especially of those in Ireland, tha t a 
foreign race, known as the ' Fi r Bolg,' invaded both 
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Scotland and Ireland. Indeed the wars in Ossian turn 
principally on the battles between these two races, the 
' F i r Bolg' being undoubtedly the Gaelic name for 
the Belgae or inhabitants of the Netherlands ou the 
other side of the German Ocean. Strangely enough, the 
valley at the head of which Top o' Noth is situated 
in Strathbogie, never spelt or pronounced so in 
the earliest writings, but always either Strathi-Bolgie, 
Strath-Bolgyn, or in Latin Strath-bolgia, which would 
mean the valley of the Bolgae, or Belgne, indicating that 
the name hod arisen from the fact that some tribe of the 
' Fir Bolg' had settled there. 

Again turning to Ossian, Oithona, the daughter of 
Lathmon, and grandaughter of Nuiith", had a name which, 
according to Macpherson, signifies 4 The Virgin of the 
"Wave." Now, why should the chief of an inland district 
have given his daughter a name connected with the 
ocean and its waves, unless he himself had breasted its 
billows, admired its beauty, and blessed that ocean which 
had borne him to a new home. Farther, Oithona before 
becoming acquainted with Gaul, the son of Morni, the 
native Scotchman, as we might call him, had already 
been unsuccessfully wooed by Dunrommath, lord of 
Uthal, one of the Orkneys, showing that between the 
' F i r Bolg' of the Orkneys and Nuiith and Lathmon, 
* chiefs who ruled near the Duvranna,' a close com-
munication had been maintained, and that the Orkney 
chief had actually been at Nuath's home, where he met 
and wooed Oithona. 

If, then, a Teutonic invasion of this district by some 
branch of the ' Fir Bolg' be granted as by no means 
improbable, then the name 'Top o' Noth ' may be 
Teutonic and not Gaelic at all. 

NOTH in modern German, as well as in the kindred 
Teutonic languages, means Want, Extremity, and is just 
another form of our English word Need. 

The sheet anchor of a ship is in German Noth-anker, 
the one they use in an extremity or difficulty, 

TOP in Teutonic just means as with us the top or head 
of anything. 

The Top o' Noth would therefore mean the hill-top to 
which they betook themselves in any extremity. 

In the earliest of the Teutonic poems, now extant, 
namely 'The Nibelungen Lied ' or 'Lay of the Nibel-
ungen,' the last line concludes with * This is the Nibel-
ungen's N o t h ' or Need, their last extremity where they 
fought , ' and bravely fighting fell.' Clearly such a place 
the Top o' Noth really was. To this refuge Lulach was 
fleeing when, overtaken near it, he and his men fell at 
Mildewnie in Essie, which means ' t he grave of a 
thousand men,' ere he could reach its safe shelter in 
his need or extremity. 

On the motion ot Mr Horne, Mr Lawson was 
warmly thanked for his paper. 

Mr Horne read a large portion of a very interesting 
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and exhaustive lecture by Dr Aitken, of Inverness , on 
vitrification, in which all t he different theories, f rom 
the volcanic downwards, are fully d i scussed ; and 
although i t may he though t t h a t none of t h e m fair ly 
meet all t he requirements of t he case, yet o u t of t h e 
conjecture of the present we may hope for t h e cer ta in 
knowledge of the fu tu re . We also hope t h a t o a r 
acquaintance with the mode and end of vitrification 
•will be largely and satisfactorily increased wi th in a few 
months, when Mr Horne himself , wi th his fu l l and 
accurate mineralogical knowledge, will have, in t h e 
course of his official duties, t o examine thoroughly bo th 
the hill and its crowning s t ruc ture . 

In conclusion, we would direct t h e a t ten t ion of al l 
who take an interest in such mat t e r s to the var ious 
solutions of the word Noth offered for ou r acceptance 
during the day. Mr Yeats says there is a hi l l in 
Wales having nearly an identical form and name. I t 
is called Tap Nyth , which signifies the top nes t , and 
would be a name in every way suitable fo r ou r hil l , 
whether given by the original contrivers of t h e fo r t , or in 
later times from i ts cup.like shape. B u t we would he re 
suggest tha t there is a Gaelic word, pronounced Tappa, 
signifying heroic or of the Hero, and Nid (cognate wi th 
Latin Nidus), is Gaelic for nest , so t h a t Tappa N i d 
might mean the Hero 's Nest . M r Lawson, 
founding first upon Ossian, suggests t h a t t h e name of 
the hill was originally Dun Nuath , (Nua th , being a 
Pictish prince), easily modified to Dun No th , and l a t t e r 
on in the Lowland tongue to Tap o' N o t h . Again M r 
Lawson, founding on local t radit ion, gives N o t h an 
equivalent to nothing, having been used as an exclama-
tion by the besieged in the for t , under cer ta in circum-
stances detailed by Mr Lawson. Mr Lawson makes a 
th i rd suggestion, namely, tha t t h e word is Teu ton ic 
and means want, necessity for. This of course would 
make i t only another form of the Engl ish word need, 
and would show it used in t h e same application as in 
Neid-fire and Neid Path fell. Among these effor ts a t a 
solution the philologist is f ree to make his choice o r 
reject all, and a t tempt something of a more sa t i s fac tory 
character. For our own pa r t we are inclined t o t a k e 
refuge in the Hero 's Nest , un t i l driven f rom i t by a 
competent Gaelic authori ty. In addit ion t o t h e ques-
tion as to the meaning of Noth , we take th i s oppor tun i ty 
of pu t t ing a few philological points suggested by names 
in the same district. When t h e roo t kirk occurs in 
place names, i t usually has reference t o some place of 
worship, christ ian or pre-christ ian, being cognate wi th 
the Latin circus, a circle. Has Kirkney any such re fe r -
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ence ? The apparently diminutive form to, found so 
abundantly in Scotch place-names, ÌB, we believe, a 
modification of two distinct ancient terminations,neither 
of them diminutive in sense. For example, we have 
Kildromyn, now, Kildrummie, and Kinguissach, now, 
Kingussie. Yn, we suppose, is a terminal form of inch, 
and means land, that is, pasture, fertile, or arable land, 
and was applied equally to snch a spot of land, whether 
in the sea or as an oasis in a wilderness of mountain, 
moss, and muir. Ach means of, or belonging to, of the 
nature of. Now, to which of these two forms shall we 
refer the ie in Corskie, Ehynie, Essie, &c. ? And what 
about Gartly, of which the old forms are Grandtully or 
-tolly? Tully is usually considered a softened form of 
Tulloch or Tullich, a small hill, but what is grand ? 

About four o'clock the party returned to Grandtolly 
Station thoroughly delighted with their trip. 
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