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end, and which appears t o have been f rom 4 t o 4 1/2 feet 
in height. The chambered cairn of th i s circle is t h e 
one t ha t was opened by Mrs Campbell, then residing a t 
Kilravock Castle, in 1828 or 1829. (Fragments of two 
vases, one containing calcined bones, were found). 

Mr Fraser ' s paper was considerably abridged in the 
reading, and he omit ted a l together a port ion devoted to 
the hill fo r t s in order to bring i t within the t ime laid 
down. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested t h e publication of Mr 
Fraser ' s paper, along with the elaborate plans which he 
had prepared. 

Later on 
Mr RUSSEL, Nairn, asked whether Mr Fraser would 

state for t he benefit of t he meeting his own conclusions 
regarding the facts he had described. 

Mr FBASEB said his opinions were very crude at-
present on the subject, and he would not like to venture 
a theory. He though t the key might be found in ancient 
Celtic roots, r a the r than in the direction in which people 
had been searching. His opinion was t h a t Celtic 
etymology had been too much neglected in t h e pas t with 
reference to this subject . He though t these circles were 
different from those of Orkney and Stonehenge. 

CAITHNESS AS A F I E L D FOR SCIENTIFIC STUDY. 

Mr W. DOCHERTY read an interest ing paper on Caith-
ness as a field for scientific s tudy. Caithness forms 
a sort of peninsula s t re tching towards the Nor th-Eas t . 
I t is the ness, naze, or nose of the Catti , one of t h e low 
German tribes described by Tacitus, and who seem to 
have settled in the Nor th . 

As Caithness has the advantage of sea and land, i t 
affords an excellent field for the s tudy of ornithology. 
The sea birds breed in immense numbers on the out-
lying and isolated rocks, sometimes called clet ts , as on 
the one a t Holborn Head, or stacks, as those a t Duncans-
bay. Here are found auks, guillemots, gulls, and divers 
in great var ie ty; while t h e various t r ibes of waders are 
found among the pools on the shore. In addit ion to 
the common birds, including large numbers Of the hawk 
tribe, and a fair variety of owls, with an occasional 
eagle, we have a considerable variety of birds of pas-
sage, who come to breed, and also a fair proport ion of 
winter visitants, ranging f rom the small golden-crested 
wren to the stately swan. I t s one weak point in th is 
respect is the want of trees, and consequent absence of 
a number of birds found in wooded localit ies; bu t th i s 
is partly made up for by the periodic s torms which 
blow such specimens out of their course, and I remember 
a few years ago when a whole flock of wood-peckers were 
found spread over the county. Poor birds, they seemed 
very much astonished at the prevailing want of trees, 
and they had bu t a hard t ime of i t while they remained 
with us. I remember to have caught one which was 
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endeavouring to make a scanty breakfast off the insects 
in the decayed wooden posts of a rope-walk. 

To the botanist, Caithness affords a most excellent 
field. Any one visiting Thurso may see this at a glance 
by consulting the collections of plants in the museum 
there, and which were made by the late Robert Dick. 
This collection contains among other rare specimens 
the northern ' Holy Grass.' 

We need scarcely add that Caithness affords one of 
the very best fields for the study of marine zoology. 
Every pool round the coast is teeming with life. Fish 
are abundant, and frequently fine specimens of sun-fish, 
the devil-fish, the shark, the sturgeon, &c., are found, 
while shoals of the bottle-nose whales are seen frequently 
coursing through our bays, especially during the herring 
fishing, while now and again the whalebone whale, and 
other large animals of the cetacea kind, come ashore. 
Even mermaids are said to have been at one time plenti-
ful, and the Rev. Mr Pope, at one time minister of 

Reay, wrote a description of one vhom he endeavoured 
to prove had been seen at Sandside combing her long 
flowing hair ; but, so far as we are aware, no specimen 
has been landed nearer in form to the mythical sea nymph 
than the common seal; so we cannot promise visitors a 
sight of the far-famed sirens, unless when they come 
north they bring with them a very lively imagina-
tion. 

The specimens of algae of our sea shores are numerous 
and luxuriant, and most beautiful and varied collections 
have frequently been made of them ; and I have found 
at least one specimen growing at extreme low water 
which was exceedingly like one of our land plants, and 
which I had not seen described in any book on the 
subject. The other sciences whose field is the sea, or 
sea shore, may also be studied with advantage, and we 
have growing in abundance the British specimen of the 
cowrie, which are known as ' John o' Groat Buckies,' 
because they are found very plentifully near John o' 
Groat's House. 

The county contains numerous remains of the ancient 
inhabitants, and Picts' houses, grave mounds, brochs. 
ancient chapels, and castles, are found over all parts of 
it. The followers of Columba visited the county at an 
early period, and seem to have been most successful in 
converting the people to Christianity, if we can judge 
from the remains of churches and chapels bearing his 
name which exist all over the county. Of course there 
are none of these entire, and in most cases, as St 
Coomb's church on the Links of Dunnet, little more 
remains of them than the foundation and the name. 

Caithness attracted the attention of the Vikings at a 
very early period in their career, and there are still in-
dications to show that the county became a battlefield 
for a considerable number of years. Sometimes the 
Celts had a measure of success, and one locality is 
understood to have taken its name from a defeat of the 
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sea rovers. I t is now called Clairdon, meaning, clear 
the Danes, f a r of course the Danes were a branch of the 
great invading wave which swept like a tornado over the 
land and lef t in most cases desolation in i t s t rac t . The 
conquest of the county seems a t last to have been 
complete, for the names of most of t he towns and 
localities were changed. The s t r a t h s became dales, as 
Westerdale, Weydale, and a hos t of o thers . The chief 
town in the west was named a f t e r the i r chief god, and 
became Thurso, while t ha t on the east took name f rom 
the narrow bay by which i t was approached and became 
Wick. The majori ty of t he steadings are called by 
Scandinavian names, and many have as thei r termina-
tion ster, f rom the Norse word saeter, as Scrabster, 
Thrumster , Bilbster, and Brabster, &c. In the inter ior 
we have the Celtic Mac, as the Mackays, but on the 
coast and on the towns we have Georgeson, Charleson, 
&c., where the termination son s tands in t h e place of the 
prefix Mac Numerous remains exist of castles of t he 
Scandinavian jarls who sett led in the county. 

Bat of all the sciences Caithness affords the finest 
field for the stndy of geology, and i t is perhaps un-
equalled in this respect by any other county iu Scot-
land. This was seen in the t ime of the la te Hugh 
Miller and Sir Roderick Murchison, as i t is well known 
that they obtained very many of the i r best specimens-
from the late Robert Dick. I t may be here mentioned 
that Robert Dick, who obtained all his practical know-
ledge on the subject from his researches in Caithness, 
was perhaps one of the most accomplished geologists in 
Britain, and bad he been as diligent a wri ter , as he was 
an industrious collector, and accurate observer, his 
fame would have been much greater t han i t is. But he 
shrank f rom publicity, and his discoveries were made 
use of by others who also reaped the fame connected 
with them. Hugh Miller often paid a visit to Thurso, 
and he was continually receiving specimens f rom Mr 
Dick. So much was this t he case t h a t Robert Dick has 
often been called in reference to Hugh Miller, t he l ion 's 
provider. Had time permitted I migh t have referred t o 
the old Red Sandstone of Dunnet Head, and other places 
in the county, the Boulder clay with i ts various organic 
and other remains, the calcareous rocks, and the clay 
slate and flagstone formations abounding in organic 

fossils. Indeed, i t is the large quant i ty of organic re-
mains in the Caithness pavement which gives i t some of 
i ts chief features, such as i ts imperviousness t o water , 
and its durabili ty. 

Robert Dick found Caithness a most suitable field for 
the study of science in all i t s depar tments , and enjoyed 
many a happy ramble in the midst of nature , and though 
he made no great outward profession, I have good 
reason to believe tha t he followed na ture up t o na tu re ' s 
God, and tha t he was an ardent s tudent of revelation as 
well as of t ha t older Scripture wri t by God's own hand. 
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