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This round-headed race is the so-called early Celtic race, 
a name which is a little strange when we look at the 
present Celt or the historical Celt. They have, to my 
idea, very little in common. I would be much more in-
clined to believe they were connected with the Teutonic, 
but, as my time must be nearly up. I cannot enter into 
the matter. I t was this early brachy.cephalic race 
who built the round barrows and practised cremation. 
Cremation was not at all universal, but it was practised. 
They had all the elements of improvement in them, but 
whether they were the people who discovered iron or 
another wave of emigration of the same race from the 
Continent, I am not prepared to say, but my opinion is 
that it was a fresh wave. It is certain, however, that iron 
was in use 300 years before the landing of the Romans, 
and that they were met by a people strong, powerful, 
and fair-haired. The women still continued to fight. 
According to Tacitus, it was solitum feminarum ductu 
bellare and among the German tribes it was the same, 
which goes far to prove that the Britons of that time 
belonged to the same race. 

Without going into details, I have tried to give a 
general glimpse of the prehistoric races who inhabited 
this country as far as is known, but archaeology may 
yet make the light more clear. I t is to that science we 
owe our present kmowledge. I hope that part of the 
light may shine from Scotland when her barrows have 
been fully and scientifically explored. 

PEER-MEN. 
A paper on" " Peer-men" and some of their Relations,' 

was read by Mr James Linn. H.M. Geological Survey, 
Keith. After a few introductory remarks, Mr Linn pro-
ceeded to describe the various methods of lighting, 
submitting for the inspection of the audience among 
others a specimen of the ' coal-airn," on which in the 
districts of Lanarkshire the cannel coal was burnt. He 
also showed pieces of moss-fir, such as were made into 
fir cannels in the upper parts of Banffshire, and brought 
down to the lower parts to he sold. In his paper he 
could do little more than mention the crusie, which 
in Banffshire and the adjoining counties used to be 
known as ' Eeekie Peter." Mr Linn then spoke of the 

' Ruffy ' and made brief reference to sconces, links, 
torches. &c. He then went on to say :—Supports or 
stands for ' fir' and ' white ' candles and for lamps are 
of very old date, but often the light was simply held in 
the hand while needed. Sometimes a man or a boy was 
employed to hold the light while the others were en-
gaged in work or amusement, and hence we have the 
saying in regard to a disagreeable unsociable person— 
' He'll neither dance nor hand the cannel." Even when 
these lights were fixed in a stand, it required some one 
to be in almost constant attendance on them to 
' sni te ' the fir candle, to ' snuff ' the * dip ' or tallow 
candle, and to attend to the wick and oil of 
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' Reekie Peter.* In the north here it was the 
work of the herd loon to hold or to attend to the 
fir-light when it was used at supper time, or a t 
other times during the long, dark winter evenings and 
mornings. Till the present Poor Law came into force, 
and even for some time after, at the farm ' touns ' there 
were few nights in which food and shelter were not 
given to one or more poor men and women, and one of 
these was often employed to hold or to attend to the fir 
candle during the evening, and in the morning when the 
' flail' was being plied in the barn. Sometimes it was on 
condition that the poor man should hold the candle 
that shelter for the night was given. I t was from this 
that the stand on which the fir candle or the tallow 
candle was fixed, or the ' crusie ' hung, got its name, 
Peer-Man, Pure-Man, or Puir-man, these being local 
pronunciations of Poor-Man. The Gaelic name was 
* Bodach,' which is very nearly the equivalent of Poor-
Man. In • The Dialect of Banffshire, with a Glossary of 
Words not in Jamieson's Scottish Dictionary.' by the 
Eev. Walter Gregor, Pitsligo, I find under Peer-man 
that Peer-page is another name for the same. In other 
countries as well as ours pages were so employed. The 
name Poor-Man thus applied has not, so far as I have 
been able to make out, been used in the south, but fir 
candles were used where the material could be got. I 
wrote to my friend the late Dr Grossart of Salsburgh, 
asking if out of his stores of antiquarian lore he could 
give me any information as to the existence of Peer-
men in Lanarkshire. He replied—' I have seen an old 
man who, when a boy, held the burning bog-fir while 
men thrashed corn in the long, dark mornings of winter, 
and he was the only Peer-Man in Lanarkshire, as far as 
I know.' In the north here, one may meet every day 
with men not yet old who have done the same thing.' 
The word chandeliers applied by Allan M'Auly to the flr 
candle-bearers, in * A Legend of Montrose,' was also 
applied to our ' Peer Men ' of the shires of Aberdeen, 
Banff, and Elgin, under the form ' chanlers,' pronounced 
'tchanlers. ' I have heard of a dog in the parish of 
Birnie having been trained to hold the fir candle while 
his master shaved. We must now turn to the 
anatomical structure of the ' Peer-Men,' and we must 
not be surprised if we find even among them proofs 
of ' the development theory !' ' Peer-Men,' so far as I 
can judge from my own collection, may be divided into 
four species. Each species includes a number of 
varieties. The first species embraces those that stood 
on the floor or on the table. Originally they were 
wholly of wood, the stalk having a cleft at the top to 
hold the fir candle. As might have been expected, I 
have not been able to meet with a specimen of this kind. 
Such cleft sticks were called ' clevies,' ' clavies,' or 
• divvies,' and afterwards when a piece of iron came to be 
used to hold the flr candle, it too necessarily took the form 
of a cleft, and retained the name of • clevie.' This word 
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as first pointed out by Dr Joseph Anderson, is the same 
word as the famous Burghead Clavie ('Vacation Notes in 
Cromar, Burghead, and Strathspey, by Arthur Mitchell 
M.D..V.P.S.A., Scot. p. 57. note2.) Met as we are here in 
Banff, i t seems right and fitting t ha t I should call your 
a t tent ion to the fact tha t the earliest and best account 
of t he ' Burning of the Clavie' a t Burghead was written 
by Alex. Jeffrey, jun.. Burghead, and published in the 
Banffshire Journal of Tuesday 6th January 1863. This 
valuable account was quoted in full from the Journal by 

Robert Chambers in ' The Book of Days.' The Burghead 
' C l a v i e ' is j u s t a ' Pee r -Man ' highly developed and 
modified within the last two hundred years for a special 
purpose, and to suit altered circumstances. In this 
case the 1 clavie ' or * clevie' has become quite abnor-
mally developed—developed in fact into the half of a 
tar-barrel. Though it has retained the name, there has 
long ceased to be anything about i t to suggest the origin 
of the name. In this connection i t is worth noting how 
very soon af te r the thing has gone out of use thename is 
forgot ten. I have met with but very few who know the 
word ' clevie ' or ' clivvie,' as applied to the candle-hold-
ing pa r t of the ' Peer-Man,' and, as far as I remember, 
i t was always pronounced 'cleevie." Those whom I 
have heard use the word were of course well advanced 
in years. I show you here a very simple form. I t is 
par t of a yonng fir t ree that has been selected because of 
i ts diverging branches, which have been sawn off a t a 
sufficient distance from the stem to form claws or feet . 
On one side, where the distance between the branches 
had been thought too great, a piece of wood, which has 
now nearly all crumbled away, had been inserted. In 
what was originally the lower port of the tree t h e ' clevie' 
was inserted. The next variety has a wooden block for 
i t s base. I t was used some sixty years ago in the 
kitchen of a farm-house in Glenrinnes. The one used 
in t h e room will be pointed out in i t s place. A 
th i rd variety has got an iron plate, through which the 
* clevie ' passes into the wood. The iron plate pro-
tected the stalk, and also was nsed for laying some 
fir candles on, to be in readiness for use. The fourth 
variety has a stone base. These stone bases, cut into 
neat forms, are occasionally found about old farm 
houses. The fifth has been formed to hold the fir candle, 
the tallow or white candle and the oil lamp. I t is all of 
iron, and a good deal of work has been successfully be-
stowed on it . This other variety for standing on a table 
is a remarkably fine specimen. I t has been made to 
hold both the fir and the tallow candle. The clevie 
works by a spring, and par t of the spring has been neatly 
utilized as a handle. This is probably the o ldes t ' Peer-
Man ' I have. I have been able to trace his history a 
good way back into the last century. The next two are 
simply small blocks of wood, into the tops of which 
combined clevies and candle holders have been driven. 
The next variety is an unusual form. I t s wooden vase 
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has been hollowed ou t into a bowl shape above, and 
across i t , passing through t h e stalk, is a th in vertical 
plate of iron, on which t h e fir candles could be ' snited, ' 
t ha t is, have the ' a iz le ' or charred t ip s t ruck off. I n 
th is specimen the clevie is double, t h a t is, the re are 
places for two fir candles. In England the re was a s tand 
very like our ' Peer-Men ' for holding the rush l igh t . I t 
is described by the Rev. Gilbert Whi t e in ' The Natura l 
History of Selborne/ and is figured in ' T h e Book of 
Days. ' The second species includes those t h a t were 
attached t o the wall or to the j amb a t t he fireside. They 
are altogether of metal, commonly iron. Here we have 
the simplest form of the species. I t was s tuck into t h e 
wall and immovable. The next variety is almost equally 
simple, bu t i t was placed in a staple so t h a t i t could be 
turned f rom side t o side. The th i rd variety differs only 
in having two clefts. The four th shows ano ther ad-
vance. I t has got one joint . The fifth has two jo in ts . 
Ths sixth has three joints . The seventh has in addition 
a ring with catches on opposite points on which some 
fir candles might lie in readiness. I t will be in teres t ing 
to tbe members of t h e Banffshire Field Club and of the 
Keith Field Club to know t h a t th i s was the ' Pee r -man ' 
or * chanler ' used by Mr Coutts , the keeper of Balvenie 
Castle, when he took up house more t han sixty years 
ago. The eighth is no t only jointed, so t h a t t h e l ight 
could be moved horizontally and by means of t h e jo ints 
extended to a greater or less distance ou t into the room, 
but it is at tached in such a way, by means of a spring to 
an iron rod, t h a t i t could be raised or lowered as migh t 
be wanted. This iron rod was fixed t o t h e wall by two 
staples—one a t t he top and t h e o ther a t t he bot tom. 
The ninth is a much more neatly finished one, working 
on the Pame principles, b u t has. in addition, places for 
the white candle and for ' Reekie Pe ter , ' as well as for 
ti e fir candle. Between the above two species, we have 
examples of crosses or hybrids. They are a combination 
of tbe two. One specimen has the stone base and up-
right iron stalk of the first species, combined with t h e 
jo in ted arm of the second species; but , instead of a 
' clevie,' i t has an iron r ing, with bars crossing a t r igh t 
angles—three one way and two the o ther . This was 
the Spealg chrois—that is, the 'crusie* on which knap-
pocks or knablocks—that is, splinters, chips, or kno t s 
of fir—were burned. The next specimen is a cross be-
tween the first and thi rd species. I t has t h e 'clevie* 
of the first, with the r ing and bars of t h e th i rd . The 
bars in this case are eight, and they s t a r t f rom t h e 
centre like the spokes of a wheel. The r ing is made t o 
revolve. Instead of being, as i t usually is, in the centre , 
the ' clevie' is fixed in the r ing. When the re were fir 
candles, the ' c lev ie ' was used when only 'knappocks , ' 
t he 'cross , ' or ' c r u s i e ' was used. This was t h e one 
used in ' t he r o o m ' of t he farm-house in Glen Rinnes 
already mentioned. The fou r th species was made for 

hanging. The first variety was for burning fir e i ther 
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in the form of candles or chips. The second holds only 
the white candle. The mode by which the light could 
be raised or lowered is very simple, and at the same 
time very effective. Much more I could have laid before 
you of the ' Peer-men' and their Relations. I might 
have entered more minutely into the particular history 
of each of the ' Peer-men ' whom I have had the honour 
of introducing to you, for each has a history, each could 
tell many a tale of gladness and of sadness, many a tale 
of hard work successfully accomplished under great 
disadvantages and difficulties, from the twisting of a 
'Tyauve ' tether to the study of Latin, Greek, and 
Hebrew. 

Mr Linn exhibited numerous specimens o f ' Peer-Men' 
and ' Clevies,' all got in the county or vicinity. The 
paper gave rise to a good deal of discussion. 

The CHAIRMAN said it appeared to him that Mr Linn 
had got up his subject most thoroughly; be seemed to 
have collected all the 'clivies' in Banffshire. If he 
might make a suggestion, it would be that Mr Linn 
should extend his paper and print it with illustrations. 

Mr GREGOR, Pitsligo, remarked that he had learned 
his lessons in Greek and Latin by the light of the 
* clivie.' 

Dr GRIGOR, Nairn, said Mr Linn's paper brought to 
his recollection what he had seen so often in Pompeii, 
There implements were used, in which the idea was 
carried out in the very same way, though the workman-
ship was often much finer and more artistic. He would 
take the liberty of sending Mr Linn some of the photo, 
graphs which he had obtained. 

R e v . JAMES DAVIDSON s u p p o r t e d t h e s u g g e s t i o n t h a t 
the paper should be published, and said the last ' crusie' 
he saw was one given by Dr Manson to the Museum. 

Mr MILNE, King Edward, said one reason why the 
' peer-man' continued in use so long was the duty on 
candles. Those who had tallow were not allowed to 
make candles without paying a duty to the Excise. 

STONE CIRCLES OF STRATHNAIRN. 

M r JAMES FRASER, C . E . , P r e s i d e n t of t h e I n v e r n e s s 
Field Club, read a paper on • The Stone Circles of Strath -
nairn.' Mr Fraser described with minuteness the stone 
circles found in various conditions in the valley of the 
Nairn. Prehistoric remains of several kinds and in con-
siderable numbers were found along the whole length of 
this valley. The stone circles were found in various 
states of preservation, or rather of dilapidation, be-
tween the lower end of the Strath and a point of twenty-
five miles up the river. Within the watershed of the 
Strath there were the remains or sites of 25 megalithic 
circles; and in its immediate neighbourhood, between 
it and the river Ness, were the remains of 11 or 12 more 
circles. The circles were all constructed of large un-
hewn stones fixed on end in the ground. Wherever the 
structures were sufficiently preserved, they exhibited 
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