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in the form of candles or chips. The second holds only 
the white candle. The mode by which the light could 
be raised or lowered is very simple, and at the same 
time very effective. Much more I could have laid before 
you of the ' Peer-men' and their Relations. I might 
have entered more minutely into the particular history 
of each of the ' Peer-men ' whom I have had the honour 
of introducing to you, for each has a history, each could 
tell many a tale of gladness and of sadness, many a tale 
of hard work successfully accomplished under great 
disadvantages and difficulties, from the twisting of a 
'Tyauve ' tether to the study of Latin, Greek, and 
Hebrew. 

Mr Linn exhibited numerous specimens o f ' Peer-Men' 
and ' Clevies,' all got in the county or vicinity. The 
paper gave rise to a good deal of discussion. 

The CHAIRMAN said it appeared to him that Mr Linn 
had got up his subject most thoroughly; be seemed to 
have collected all the 'clivies' in Banffshire. If he 
might make a suggestion, it would be that Mr Linn 
should extend his paper and print it with illustrations. 

Mr GREGOR, Pitsligo, remarked that he had learned 
his lessons in Greek and Latin by the light of the 
* clivie.' 

Dr GRIGOR, Nairn, said Mr Linn's paper brought to 
his recollection what he had seen so often in Pompeii, 
There implements were used, in which the idea was 
carried out in the very same way, though the workman-
ship was often much finer and more artistic. He would 
take the liberty of sending Mr Linn some of the photo, 
graphs which he had obtained. 

R e v . JAMES DAVIDSON s u p p o r t e d t h e s u g g e s t i o n t h a t 
the paper should be published, and said the last ' crusie' 
he saw was one given by Dr Manson to the Museum. 

Mr MILNE, King Edward, said one reason why the 
' peer-man' continued in use so long was the duty on 
candles. Those who had tallow were not allowed to 
make candles without paying a duty to the Excise. 

STONE CIRCLES OF STRATHNAIRN. 

M r JAMES FRASER, C . E . , P r e s i d e n t of t h e I n v e r n e s s 
Field Club, read a paper on • The Stone Circles of Strath -
nairn.' Mr Fraser described with minuteness the stone 
circles found in various conditions in the valley of the 
Nairn. Prehistoric remains of several kinds and in con-
siderable numbers were found along the whole length of 
this valley. The stone circles were found in various 
states of preservation, or rather of dilapidation, be-
tween the lower end of the Strath and a point of twenty-
five miles up the river. Within the watershed of the 
Strath there were the remains or sites of 25 megalithic 
circles; and in its immediate neighbourhood, between 
it and the river Ness, were the remains of 11 or 12 more 
circles. The circles were all constructed of large un-
hewn stones fixed on end in the ground. Wherever the 
structures were sufficiently preserved, they exhibited 
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the following features :-(1,) An outer circle, from 50 to 
126 feet in diameter, and consisting of long stones from 
nine to twelve in number, standing at regular intervals, 
the tallest stones being on the south side, and their size 
gradually diminishing towards the north. (2) A smaller 
interior and concentric circle, varying from 30 to 88 feet 
in diameter, made of smaller boulders set on end, close 
together, with a slight slope inward, and with the best 
face outward. As in the outer circle, the larger stones 
are on the south side, and the smaller stones to the 
north. (3) A third and still smaller and concentric circle 
of stones, set on end, close together. (4) They are all 
built on flat or low-lying ground, with perhaps one or 
two not very decided exceptions on slight eminences. 
Details were given by Mr Fraser as to each of the vari-
ous circles, and the special features of all were described. 
Of three of these circles Mr Fraser's details are here 
given. 

The Tordarroch circle is a remarkable one in several 
respects. I t has a complete outer ring of nine immense 
blocks of gneiss, two of which are prostrate on the 
ground, but still in place. The greater part of the 

intermediate ring remains; but most of the stones are 
fallen, or almost fallen, inward, and a few are fallen 
outward. Four years ago five stones indicating an 
interior ring could be seen in place. But every trace of 
the interior ring has now entirely disappeared. I t must 
be specially remarked of this circle that i t was con-
structed in a flattish hollow, or low-lying ground, over-
looked on two or three sides, especially on the south 
and west, by higher ground, which one would suppose 
to be more suitable ground for such an imposing struc-
ture. One or two stones of the outer ring, indeed, are 
standing in a willowy marsh ; but from excavations for 
agricultural purposes that have been recently made 
within the circle, it would appear that the marshiness 
is of recent origin. The fact remains, however, that 
the circle is in low-lying ground, and without anything 
like the broad outlook over the surrounding country 
that is sometimes supposed to be a special feature of 
these circles. In the circumference of the intermediate 
ring, at a point S. 25 degrees W. from the centre of it, 
there is a large flat stone from 5 to 6 feet in diameter, 
and from 2 to 2½ feet thick, with a considerable number 
of ' cup markings ' on the top of i t . I t seems to have 
fallen outward from the ring in which it would just fill 
the gap opposite to it. If that was the case, and if the 
space between tbe two inner rings was filled with stones, 
as they are at Clava, then it would appear that the cup-
markings were made since the loose stones were 
removed ; and most probably since the stone is lying 
flat as it is now, for the cup-marks are so much spread 
over the surface of the stone that some of them could 
not be made while the stone was standing in the ground, 
even if there were no loose stones heaped up against it. 

The Gask circle is remarkable for being the largest in 
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the whole district. The outer ring appears to have 
originally consisted of ten stones, of which four are still 
standing, and four lying flat. The intermediate ring is 
nearly complete, bnt several stones have fallen outward, 
and a few inward. Of an inner ring or chamber, only 
two flags, sunk on edge into the ground, can be seen. 
The area within the intermediate ring is raised 2 or 2 1/2 
feet above the surrounding ground by what now appears 
to be a mixture of stones and black soil, grown over 
with grass. No trace of an entrance to the central 
space can be seen in the circumference of, or within, 
the intermediate ring. By cutting trenches across the 
area, however, important discoveries might possibly be 
made in this circle. It may be stated that it is situated 
on the top and near the edge of an elevated plateau or 
terrace facing eastward. Outside the intermediate circle, 
and on the north-west side of it, there is a flat stone 
about 6 feet in diameter, with three cup-markings. 
This is probably one of the two stones that are awanting 
in the north-west portion of the outer circle. The 
cup-markings here referred to, and the others mentioned 
in this paper, were described by my friend Mr Jolly in 
his paper on cup-markings; but I cannot concur with 
him as to the genuineness of the other cup-markings 
mentioned by him in connection with this circle. 

The western circle at Balnuaran of Clava may be 
concisely described as follows:—The outer ring consists 
at present of eleven standing stones, but there is a 
vacant space for a twelfth pillar. Four of these fell to 
the ground, and have been restored, and two others 
have been slightly shifted to make room for the road 
across the south side of the circle. Of the four that 
have been restored to the standing position, one appears 
to have been tilted up inwards, instead of outwards, by 
a mistake as to the direction in which it fell. All except 
one of the stones of the outer ring are of the shaley, 
sandstone flags, found plentifully, in situ, in the district. 
The intermediate ring, which forms the base of the 
central cairn, consists principally of granite and gneiss 
boulders, covered in some places by small stones, which 
have rolled off the cairn. The inner ring is made of 
stones better selected. On this inner ring is built the 
circular chamber. The wall of the chamber is vertical 
for a height of about four feet, and is then built in the 
form of a dome, with the stones laid horizontally, and 
each course slightly overhanging, or projecting beyond 
the course below it. The masonry is of good flat stones, 
but otherwise of a rude description, and not well bonded, 
nor closely jointed. The present height of the chamber 
is 7 1/2 feet, and it would require to be four or five feet 
higher, in order to form a complete dome. The cairn 
of loose stones is built around the chamber, and the 
highest point of the cairn is at present nine feet above 
the surface of the ground. There is an entrance to the 
central chamber from the south-west (S. 39° W.), two 
feet wide at the outer end, and three feet at the inner 
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end, and which appears t o have been f rom 4 t o 4 1/2 feet 
in height. The chambered cairn of th i s circle is t h e 
one t ha t was opened by Mrs Campbell, then residing a t 
Kilravock Castle, in 1828 or 1829. (Fragments of two 
vases, one containing calcined bones, were found). 

Mr Fraser ' s paper was considerably abridged in the 
reading, and he omit ted a l together a port ion devoted to 
the hill fo r t s in order to bring i t within the t ime laid 
down. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested t h e publication of Mr 
Fraser ' s paper, along with the elaborate plans which he 
had prepared. 

Later on 
Mr RUSSEL, Nairn, asked whether Mr Fraser would 

state for t he benefit of t he meeting his own conclusions 
regarding the facts he had described. 

Mr FBASEB said his opinions were very crude at-
present on the subject, and he would not like to venture 
a theory. He though t the key might be found in ancient 
Celtic roots, r a the r than in the direction in which people 
had been searching. His opinion was t h a t Celtic 
etymology had been too much neglected in t h e pas t with 
reference to this subject . He though t these circles were 
different from those of Orkney and Stonehenge. 

CAITHNESS AS A F I E L D FOR SCIENTIFIC STUDY. 

Mr W. DOCHERTY read an interest ing paper on Caith-
ness as a field for scientific s tudy. Caithness forms 
a sort of peninsula s t re tching towards the Nor th-Eas t . 
I t is the ness, naze, or nose of the Catti , one of t h e low 
German tribes described by Tacitus, and who seem to 
have settled in the Nor th . 

As Caithness has the advantage of sea and land, i t 
affords an excellent field for the s tudy of ornithology. 
The sea birds breed in immense numbers on the out-
lying and isolated rocks, sometimes called clet ts , as on 
the one a t Holborn Head, or stacks, as those a t Duncans-
bay. Here are found auks, guillemots, gulls, and divers 
in great var ie ty; while t h e various t r ibes of waders are 
found among the pools on the shore. In addit ion to 
the common birds, including large numbers Of the hawk 
tribe, and a fair variety of owls, with an occasional 
eagle, we have a considerable variety of birds of pas-
sage, who come to breed, and also a fair proport ion of 
winter visitants, ranging f rom the small golden-crested 
wren to the stately swan. I t s one weak point in th is 
respect is the want of trees, and consequent absence of 
a number of birds found in wooded localit ies; bu t th i s 
is partly made up for by the periodic s torms which 
blow such specimens out of their course, and I remember 
a few years ago when a whole flock of wood-peckers were 
found spread over the county. Poor birds, they seemed 
very much astonished at the prevailing want of trees, 
and they had bu t a hard t ime of i t while they remained 
with us. I remember to have caught one which was 
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