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the prison, and the th ree vaults were also pointed out , 
as also the th ree old sculptured s tones on t h e gable 
of t h e s tamp office. The par ty t hen proceeded t o 
Mr Coutts ' garden, when i t was pointed out t h a t 
i t probably formed t h e cent re of t h e monas t ic 
buildings belonging t o t h e Order of t he Carmeli tes . 
The mound in the centre of t h e garden was noticed, and 
the re was pointed ou t t h e probable sites of t h e chapter-
house, cells, and f ra te ry on the east , ki tchen, refec tory , 
&c., on the south , t he dormitories on t h e west, and t h e 
church upon the nor th . In passing t h e new Court-
House, i t was mentioned t h a t Lo rd Byron, when a boy, 
lived in a house which stood on the site, and was occu-
pied by the Gordons of Gight, and was removed t o 
make way for t h e present buildings. 

E V E N I N G M E E T I N G — R E A D I N G O F P A P E R S . 
The evening meeting took place a t half -past six, in t h e 

hall of t he Academy Buildings. M r A. Ramsay, p res iden t 
of t he Banffshire Field Club, occupied the chair , and 
among the gentlemen present , in addition to a consider-
able number of ladies and t h e members of s t ranger so-
cieties, were-Sheriff Scott Moncrieff, Banff; Rev. W a l t e r 
Gregor, Pitsligo ; Messrs Runciman, Castleton ; Greig, 
Sandlaw ; Runciman, Auchmi l l ; Rae, Bellevue ; Rus t , 
banker ; W. A. Mellis, H u n t l y ; Bailies Smi th and 
Watt ; Messrs W. Graham, b rewer ; Rober t Duncan, 
merchant ; Rev. W. S. Bruce , B a n f f ; Rev. J . Milne, 
King-Edward; Mr Spence, Boyndie House (secretary) ; 
Adjutant Ewar t , R.A.; Messrs J o h n Yeats , M.A. , 
Banff; J o h n Allan, solicitor, B a n f f ; Sheriffs, ha rbour -
master, Banf f ; Lamb, teacher , Forglen ; W. Alexander, 
druggist, Banf f ; Cowieson, teacher , Banf f ; Macdonald, 
banker, Buckie; Rev. J a s . Davidson, Banff ; Messrs W m . 
Watson, Banf f ; A. Cameron, cabinetmaker , Ban f f ; 
G. M. Hossack, solicitor, B a n f f ; Dr Fergusson, 
Banff ; Messrs C. W. R. Gordon, Ban f f ; Rev. 
Mr Clark, Gamr ie ; Mr J a m e s Simpson of Inver-
boyndie; Dr Barc lay; Messrs J a m e s Forbes , solicitor, 
Banff; H . Munro, Banf f ; Rev. M . Chisholm, Banf f : 
Dr Manson ; D r B r e m n e r ; Messrs Alex. Duncan, 
banker, Banf f ; F . George, solicitor, Banf f ; J a m e s 
Morrison, solicitor, Banf f ; Will iamson, Netherwood ; 
J no. Graham, merchan t ; G. W. Murray , Banff Foundry . 

The CHAIRMAN, in a few in t roduc tory observations, 
explained t h a t i t was unders tood t h a t t h e papers should 
not if possible exceed a qua r t e r of an h o u r ' s length . 

T H E A N T I Q U I T I E S O F B A N F F S H I R E 
Was the subject of t h e first paper, which was read by 
Sheriff Scot t Moucrieff as follows :— 

I purpose in a necessarily rapid survey, in tended, I 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



98 

need hardly say, for the benefit of the visitors to this 
dis t r ic t alone, to enumerate the most important objects 
of archaeological interest contained in the county of 
Banff, a county which is perhaps not so well known as 
i t deserves to be. Entering Banffshire from the north-
east , we find ourselves in the parish of Gamrie, which 
contains the finest and boldest portion of our coast, and 
presents features of no slight attraction to the geologist. 
Bnt here also may linger the archaeologist, while his 
imagination wanders back to the days when our an-
cestors were compelled to defend their shores against 
t he Norsemen. The very name of the parish is said by 
some to be derived from a Gaelic word signifying a run-
ning leap or a running fight. Upon a green knoll, half-
way down the cliff, and commanding a beautiful view of 
Gamrie bay, and the picturesque fishing village of 
Gardenstown, stands a roofless church as dest i tute of 
architectural ornament as if it had been built by unwil-
ling heri tors in the last century, but which has, never-
theless, stood there, if we may accept prevailing tradi-
tions, for more than 800 years. The legend is to this 
effect—That the Scottish General, in his anxiety to dis-
lodge the Danes from a strong position, vowed to St 
J o h n that , if he would lend his aid for this purpose, a 
ohurch should be built upon this spot and dedicated to 
him The Scotch were victorious; the Danes were 
driven off the knoll by means of stones rolled down 
f rom the cliffs above: and the ground upon which these 
pagans had encamped became sacred. One singular 
fact mus t be mentioned about this church. Down to a 
late period, within the memory of men still living three 
skulls might have been seen built into its wall in a 
position l a s t of the pulpit, and visible to all the 
worshippers. That they were the skulls of Danes 
slain in battle is highly probable. The presence in such 
a place of these grim relics serves strikingly to illustrate 
the degree of barbarism which could co-exist.along with 
Christianity and even invade the sacred precincts of the 
church itself. Of this building, there remain only the 
four walls adorned with one or two mural tablets, every-
thing being in a sad state of ruin and decay, affording 
abundant proofs of tha t later barbarism from which 
Scotland is only now being slowly emancipated. 

Proceeding westward f rom Gamrie, we arrive at the 
prosperous town of Macduff, commercially, one of the 
most important places in the county, but in which the 
lover of a past age will find no inducements for a sojourn, 
as the whole place is a creation of the modern family of 
Fife Crossing the Deveron, we enter the ancient 
county town of Banff, in which we are now assembled, 
and with the antiquities of which our visitors have 
already made some acquaintance. I know three deriva-
tions of the name. One seems far fetched from the 
obscurity of' myths, but has received support in modern 
t imes according to which Banff has been traced f rom 
Banba an Irish queen. The author of the Statistical 
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Account, and following him, Mr Imlach, the historian 
of the town, connect the word with the name of the 
district Boyne. A member of the Field Club, Mr 
Macdonald, of Buckie, in a valuable paper read before 
it last winter, has, I think, suggested the most probable 
theory by identifying Banff with the Gaelic Bunave—a 
name which also survives under a slightly different 
form in Benavie. The meaning is, I am given to under-
stand, ' end or mouth of the river.' Bun-amh, as it is 
spelt in Gaelic, has certainly a singular resemblance to 
Banff, as it IS pronounced, the letter M occurring in 
both. 

Remotely situated, and never a place of size and 
importance, Banff has not any remarkable history. 
Of its great antiquity as a burgh there can be no doubt. 
The name appears from time to time in ancient charters, 
and Robert the Bruce confirmed privileges of royalty 
granted to i t by his predecessors. Probably the oldest 
buildings now existing in it are the wall of the 
Castle and the portion of the church still standing in 
the churchyard. In one of the gardens of the town, 
there is a singular mound, the secrets of which, how-
ever, if it has any. have never yet been revealed. The 
monument of Duff of Muldavat, which now adorns the 
Fife Mausoleum, belongs properly to Cullen. I t is much 
to be regretted that the monastic remains are now so 
scanty and hidden in such obscurity. At one time, 
there seems little doubt that the monks of the Carme-
lite order were by far the most important persons in 
the locality. They possessed the land upon which the 
lower part of the town is now built, and a considerable 
part of what presently form the grounds of Duff House. 
They held a charter from Robert the Bruce. Antici-
pating the policy of the Reformation, they feued out 
their domain to the Ogilvies of Dunlugas, and the house 
of Lord Banff, in course of time, occupied the site of the 
monastery. 

The ruins of the Castle were reduced to their present 
size so lately as 1820, when the few remaining rooms 
which it then contained were demolished, and a small 
addition made to the modern building. I t was origin-
ally the residence of the Royal Constable, and in this 
way became the property of the Earl of Buchan as 
hereditary holder of the office. Archbishop Sharp's 
father, the Sheriff-Clerk of Banff, acquired it from the 
Buchan family; the son disposed of it to his relative, 
Leslie of Kininvie; subsequently, the Earls of Findlater 
held i t ; and it was only recently sold to its present pro-
prietor by the late Earl of Seafield, the representative 
of the Findlaters. 

Leaving Banff, and still continuing our course to-
wards the west, we follow the route destined for our 
excursion to-morrow. The first object which calls for 
notice is the ruined Church of Boyndie, which was 
abandoned more than a century ago. Like the Church 
of Gamrie, that of Boyndie seems to have been devoid 
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of any architectural embellishments. I am not aware 
of the period of its erection. As Boswell says of the 
chapel at Rasey, ' I t never has been very curious.' The 
belfry, which is conspicous, seems to have been built 
so lately as 1740; while 1723 is the date upon what once 
formed a side entrance. This parish also contains the 
ruins of two castles, formerly the seats of the lords of 
the district. Of the more ancient, hardly any remains 
exist. Like Findlater, its site was a rock in close 
proximity to the sea. The comparatively modern 
Castle of the Boyne is really an imposing ruin, standing 
at the head of a romantic wooded ravine. Unfortu-
nately, it seems to have been freely used as a quarry. 
I t is sad to learn from Cordiner's 4 Remarkable Ruins,' 
that so lately as the end of the last century the figures 
and legends with which its walls were painted were 
still visible. According to the Statistical Account of 
Boyndie, this parish contains the remains of at least 
three Druidical circles and two camps. There have 
been also various ' finds/ including a collection of odds 
and ends near the ruins of the original Boyn Castle. 
In the neighbouring parish of Fordyce, the important 
object of antiquity is Findlater Castle, one of the most 
interesting and striking of our rock-bound strongholds. 
The remains are unfortunately of no great extent. 
The severity of the climate, assisted by the irre-
verent hands of man, has effected a very complete 
ruin. And yet, at no very distant date, Findlater 
was an inhabited house. I need not describe it 
further, as I trust we shall visit it to-morrow, under 
the guidance of one better qualified than I am to 
deal with the subject. The small parish of Cullen, 
which bounds that of Fordyce on the west, possesses 
much of interest. I am not aware of any single building 
in Scotland which is richer in carved work than the 
exterior of Cullen House, and it has survived times of 
danger comparatively uninjured. If Cullen Church is 
not the oldest place of worship in the county, it is cer-
tainly the most interesting. I t is not a ruin, although 
it stands greatly in need of judicious restoration. There 
is at least one monument in it which cannot fail to 
impress the visitor, but I should hesitate to say with 
the author of the Statistical Account, t h a t ' in point of 
Gothic excellence and grandeur of design it is perhaps 
inferior to none in Europe of a corresponding age.' 

Proceeding inland, we find the parish of Mortlach pre-
senting great attractions. The old Castle of Balvenie, 
of which there is a fine view from Dufftown Station, is 
associated with the history of the Comyns, the Stewarts 
of Athol, the Saltouns, and the Dutfs. Over its entrance is 
still to be seen the forcible and suggestive motto, ' Furth 
Fortun and fil thi fatris.' Another ruined Castle in 
this parish is Auchindoun, occupying a truly magnificent 
site. The Church of Mortlach may vie with that of 
Gamrie in the matter of antiquity. It also is associated 
with the Danish invasion, for in its close vicinity King 
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Malcolm defeated the Norsemen, and fulfilled a vow by 
adding to its dimensions. There, too, were grim relics 
of the slain displayed. There is a standing stone in the 
neighbourhood of the church curiously carved. Upon 
the top of the Conval Hill, within the parish, are the 
remains of a camp or fort. Tradition and the Ordnance 
Survey would have it that a t the foot of Benrinnes lie 
the graves of kings, but, by what may be called a 
negative discovery; the Banffshire Field Club has re-
cently deprived Mortlach of such honour as these re-
mains of royalty could have conferred upon it. That 
this parish has been claimed as the see of an ancient 
bishopric is doubtless known to all now present. I 
observe that a recent writer, who has manifested a great 
interest in this district of Scotland, the late Mr Jervise, 
seems to accept it as a fact tha t bishops existed in 
Mortlach from 1010 to 1125, when the fourth prelate in 
succession was translated to Aberdeen. 

In the picturesque parish of Rothiemay, there are 
the remains of a circle, consisting of one large stone, 
having a rude resemblance to an altar, and exhibiting 
cup marks, and four of a smaller size. The rains of the 
old church, which stood within the grounds of Rothie-
may,and was dedicated to St Peter, have now completely 
disappeared, but there are traces of an ancient burying 
ground lying between the house and the river. The 
house itself is for the most part of very considerable 
age. and was visited by Queen Mary. 

The neighbouring parish of Marnoch contains the 
House of Auchintoul, partly built by General Gordon, 
a favourite officer of Peter the Great ; the ancient 
Tower of Kinnairdy. once the property of the Crichtons 
of Frendraught, and the ruins of the Castle of Crombie. 
There is a quaint monument, with half length figure in 
priestly robes in the churchyard, which commemorates 
a certain reverend and pious George Meldrum, Laird 
of Crombie, in Marnoch, and Episcopal minister of 
Glass. 

Forglen, which adjoins Marnoch, has the old mansion 
of Carnousie, a fine specimen, but now only partially 
occupied as the residence of a farmer. There is also, I 
believe, a stone circle in this parish. 

In enumerating the above, I have by no means ex-
hausted the antiquities of Banffshire. I think I may 
safely say that there is no district, even the 
most remote of the county, entirely devoid of 
objects of antiquarian interest The traveller to the 
far distant Tomintoul will pass the ruins of two castles 
on the way. He who penetrates into the wilds of the 
Cabrach will come upon the mansion house of Beldorney, 
possessing a romantic situation, overlooking the dark 
pools of the Deveron—in its own way as fine a specimen 
of an old Scottish house as could well be seen. The 
adjoining museum—over which we have to-day been 
conducted—contains a number of articles found through-
out the county, and fortunately now preserved here, and 
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I t r u s t t ha t the zeal which has been awakened by the 
Banffshire Field Club and the kindred Association at 
Kei th maylead to f a r t he r discoveries and to a widespread 
effort being made carefully t o preserve what may be 
brought to light. 

I am glad to think tha t we are so soon to have an 
opportunity of visiting some of t h e most interesting 
places in th is neighbourhood. I only wish our t ime 
permitted us to do more ; but I hope tha t one result of 
to-morrow's excursion may be to induce those who are 
unacquainted with the connty to re turn upon some 
fu tu re occasion when I shall guarantee t ha t my esteemed 
friend, t he Secretary of the Club, will supply them with 
an entirely new programme. 

FLORA AND FAUNA OF KEIG. 
Rev. THOS. B e l l , Keig, next read 'Notes on the Flora 

and Fauna of Keig. ' Mr Bell took for comparison Dr 
Dickie's 'Botanis t ' s Guide.' pointing out, however, tha t 
while i t gave the plants f rom the three counties of 
Aberdeen, Banff, and Kincardine, he was only able to 
give those for one small parish. There are in Keig— 
Plants to carices. 212, while the ' Botanis t ' s ' gave 542; 
carices, 14, the ' Guide ' giving 46; and grasses, 31, as 
against 62 given by the ' Guide." I t would be seen, 
therefore, t ha t there was a very fair proportion of 
flowering plants in the parish. Of the cryptogams, he 
had of ferns 10 species, lycopods, 4 ; equiseta, 2 ; and 
mosses, 91. Among his best finds, Mr Bell mentioned, 
among plants to carices, Ranunculus auricomus (wood 
crow-foot), 2 places; Radiola milligrana (thyme-leaved 
flaxseed); Rubus saxatilis, and R. Chamaemorus (stone 
bramble and mountain bramble or cloudberry), Sedum 
villosum (hairy stone crop), 2 places; Parnassia palustris 
(grass of Parnassus), several places; next, what is the 
' Blue Ribbon' of every botanist, Linnaea borealis (two-
flowered Linaea) , 2 places in large quanti t ies; Veronica 
scutellata (marsh speedwell), 2 p laces ; Littorella 
lacustris (shore weed); Habenaria albida and H. bifolia 
(small white Habenaria and lesser H . ) ; Triglochin 
palustris (marsh arrowgrass). Of carices, he had 
gathered 14 in the parish, Dr Dickie giving 46 for the 
three counties ; but of the absentees, nearly 30 are only 
found on the sea coast or a t alt i tudes above 2000 feet. 
There are 34 grasses found in the parish, as compared 
with 62 in the ' Guide.' The rarest , though not really 
rare, are perhaps Festuca bromoides and Poa (Glyceria) 
aquatica, t he lat ter , according to Dickie, an escape from 
the Pond of Breda, in the parish of Alford. Of ferns, 
only 10 species are found in Keig, the beech fern, moon, 
wort, and the forked variety of Blechnum boreale are 
among the rarest . Mr Bell is a t present working at 
t he mosses of the parish, his list containing 91 species, 
among which are to be found Hypnum Stramineum, and 
Hypnum Squarrosum, in f rui t . Treating of the fauna 
of the parish, Mr Bell said his list gave the names of 71 
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