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such. a cicerone, aided and abetted as he is 
by many experts, the whole countryside 
assumes a totally new interest even for those 
who are familiar with it almost to boredom, 
or indifference; and in expelling boredom, 
one learns the first lesson of the a r t of 
living:. Dr Mahood, of course, deals with only 
one tract of countryside; but his method is 
applicable to any countryside. The practical 
results of such a survey are obvious'. They 
tend to give people a pride of place, to make 
them interested in their environment, without 
relying on adventitious and spurious attrac-
tion®, which have done much to rob the whole 
country of its fine old ru ra l population. By 
showing: people from whence they came, one 
shows them where to go; in short one teaches 
the ar t of living, to some purpose, a.nd the 
Banffshire Field Club, which has been a, 
pioneer in demonstrating what 15,000,000 of 
Americans do not know—"the history, tradi-
tions, and ideals" of their environment—is 
doing a work, which, while necessarily local, 
is ultimately of national importance, and is 
capable of almost endless development. If 
such a Club is composed of "old fogeys," they 

are the "fogeys" who are really young at 
heart, because they are always interested, 
and refuse to let the vision splendid fade into 
the light of common day. 

There was read also the following paper by 
Rev. R. H. Calder, Glenlivet, on 

HOUSING IN THE GLEN. 
In a cold world and in a cold climate man 

has always sought shelter from the elements. 
And the nature of tha t shelter has always 
been; in accordance with the ideas and possi-
bilities of the time. I t is not so long ago 
since our ancestors lived in holes in the 
ground and in dens and caves of the earth. 
When people got the length of halving dwell-
ings on the surface of the ground, constructed 
perhaps of wood and wattle or of turf, no 
doubt they thought they were getting u'p in 
the world, and making progress in the path 
of civilisation and advancement. 

The housing of the people in those remote 
times would doubtless be an interesting sub-
ject of study. But to go no fur ther back 
than about the beginning of last century: 
what was the system of housing of cottar 
folk in vogue in the district then? I t was 
very simple and practicable. There was no 
gulf between the idea and the possibility, be-
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tween the desires and the resources. If a 
man wanted a house, and could not otherwise 
obtain one, he just set about getting one built 
for himself, on his own initiative, by his own 
exertions, and at his own expense. 

From the proprietor or a farmer he ob-
tained the privilege of a site, for which he 
paid a merely nominal rent—a shilling or 
half-a-crown a year. Then he called upon 
his neighbours and friends to assist him in 
his undertaking, who willingly and cheerfully 
responded to his request. Numbers had skill 
in such work—all the skill that was needed. 
A foundation was dug. Those who had skill 
and experience in the work laid the founda-
tion. The house was built partly of stones, 
part ly of turf, with "yird couples," and 
thatched with broom or heather. The work 
was accomplished in a remarkably short 
space of time—two or three weeks perhaps— 
and the happy householder entered into pos-
session. There was a house-warming cere-
mony, a t which, with a supply of home-made 
cheese and oat cakes, and a keg of home-made 
small still whisky, the successful house 

builders made merry. Of many such houses 
in the Glen could i t have been said with 

literal truth—"This is the house that Jack 
built," or Donald or Sandy, as the case might 
be. 

At the time we speak of improvements were 
going on in the district. Work and wages 
could be got, not to speak of what might he 
made off the sma' still, in which almost 
everyone was interested; and people had no de-
sire to leave their native heath. But by and 
by a change took place. Work became scarcer. 
Whisky-making by the illicit distiller became 
increasingly risky and unprofitable, and the 
young people became less inclined to remain 
in the place. There was a cessation in house-
building of the kind we have been describing. 
And these houses, having served two or three 
generations of occupants, gradually fell into 
decay, and the many ruins and larachs of 
them are all tha t now remain. 

From our present-day point of view, indeed, 
these Glen houses may have had serious de-
fects as regards site, and frontage, and ven-
tilation and sanitation. But in many cases 
they were wonderfully couthie and cosy. And 
they sheltered a vigorous and sturdy race. 
The householder having done the best he 
could for himself and his family, was satis-
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fied with, his achievement, and contented with 
his lot. The verses of the Ettrick Shepherd 
—"The Auld Man's Fareweel to his wee House" 
—have no doubt t ruly expressed the feelings 
of multitudes of cottars in every par t of the 
country— 
" I like ye weel my wee auld house. 

Though laigli the wa's an' flat the r iggin ' ; 
Though round thy lum the sourick grows, 

An' rain-drape gaw my cosy biggin'." 
Best of all, these houses, when wanted, could 
be aot. They were within the bounds of pos-
sibility. The idea could be realised. And 
"better a wee bush t h a n nae bield." Better 
a humble dwelling on the ground than a garish 
castle in the air, t ha t affords no shelter, and 
obstinately persists in remaining in the air . 

Apparently in some quarters it is not now 
the. fashion for people to take care and 
trouble and responsibility in providing houses 
for themselves. Rather the policy is to look 
to and shout to other people to provide houses 
for them; houses, too, t h a t shall be worthy 
of their views and aspirations, with every up-
to-date comfort and convenience, and withal 
a t an easy rent. 

" An' we'll a ' be braw thegether. 
We'll a ' flee up thegether." 

The idea ie excellent. Only .difficulties begin 
to appear when an 'attempt is made to ca r ry 
it into practice. Alas for the possibility! 
The problem to be solved is the problem of 
the possible. And some of those to whom the 
task h.as been assigned are making exceed-
ingly wry faces as they contemplate the 
horrid gulf that yawns between the idea and 
the possibility. 

The paper gave rise to some interesting talk 
on houses, largely of a past age, so f a r as 
the locality is concerned, built of turf and 
thatched with broom or heather. 

Mr Bulloch and Mr Calder were voted the 
warm thanks of the members for their papers. Ban
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