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T H U R S D A Y , J A N U A R Y 2 0 , 1 9 2 1 . 

A meeting of the Banffshire Field Club was 
held this evening, ex-Provost Alexander, 
Banff, presiding. 

Three new members, one from Buckie and 
two from Banff, were admitted to the Club. 

LEARNING HISTORY IN THE 
COUNTRYSIDE. 

The following paper by Mr J. M. Bulloch, 
London, was read.— 

If the Banffshire Field Club has ever enter-
tained any doubts about the purpose of its 
existence—and it may well have done so 
dur ing the dread years of the war—they 
should be finally dissipated by the remark-
able movement recently organised by the 
American: Library Association. The "A.L.A.," 
as it is always called, is a very powerful and 
practical organisation, which largely condi-
tions the bibliographical methods employed 
by the grea t l ibraries of the world. At the 
present moment it is appealing for a fund of 
two million dollars to supply "books for 
everybody"; by which it does not mean 
novels for everybody, as the Carnegie-aided 
l ibraries mainly mean: but books tha t really 
mat ter . And, it i s doing so for is very prac-
tical reason; namely, to .counteract the alarm-
ing fact t ha t the great major i ty of the fifteen 
millions of new citizens of the States "know 
practically nothing whatever of American his-
tory, traditions, and ideals," and, not knowing 
these, cause endless political and economic 
unrest. 

Happily we have influxes on no such scale, 
but the lack of interest in the history of our 
country is a constant source of anxiety to 
us, and a needless expense. This i s all the 
more ironic because we actually possess the 
finest collection of historical archives in the 
world, both nationally and municipally, al-
though, incredible as i t may seem, we have 
had to go to American and German scholars 
for the means of showing students how to 
explore our own data . 

At the beginning of the War a prominent 
member of the New Spalding Club remarked 
in my presence tha t the Club could not pos-
sibly go on examining and printing these 
archives, "while Rome was burning. I t may 
be suggested tha t Rome might not have 
burned a t all if the countries involved had 
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had a g rea te r knowledge of the h is tory and 
consequences of war . Take our own case. A 
great deal of polit ical unres t -was caused by 
the intervention of those newspapers which 
absolutely pride themselves on knowing and 
oaring nothing for h i s to ry ; in fact , they are 
prone and proud to th ink t h a t any th ing 
which occurred the day before yes te rday is 
useless. They therefore approached the whole 
subject as if we had never fought a war be-
fore. But the newspapers were not the only 
forces a t f au l t ; Lord Kitchener himself, with 
all his organising abi l i ty , suffered f rom a. 
lack of experience of our na t iona l methods of 

raising troops. Thus, ins tead of cont inuing 
to recru i t on the Ter r i to r ia l Army basis1 by 
machinery a l ready in fine work ing order, he 
established his so-called "Service" Battal ions, 
which made a new kind of mach inery neces-
sary, and which u l t imate ly had to be aban-
doned in favour of the exist ing Ter r i to r ia l 
system. If he h a d read the New Spalding 
history of Terr i tor ia l Soldering in the North-
East of Scotland dur ing the wars with 

France, he would probably not have entered 
on th is complication, and the W a r Office 
itself would have made an ear l ie r and a 
greater use of the Ter r i to r ia l Army, which 
only the ha rd force of c i rcumstance made it 
appreciate aa i t deserved. 

The knowledge of h is tory is s imply a vari-
an t of the f ami l i a r phrase t h a t you mus t 
"creep afore ye gang, a.nd such an associa-
t ion as the Banffshire Field Club helps us. to 
unders tand bet ter t h a n we would otherwise 
do how to face the f u t u r e in the t e rms of 
our experience in the past . The Club h a s 
dist inct advantages over a purely l i t e r a ry 
or an t iqua r i an body, in as much a s it s tudies 
history, not so m u c h f rom books, a s in the 
countryside itself, which is visibly the re-
sul t of l abour expended, and of energy dis-
played in t u rn ing land f rom bar renness to 
economic usefulness. I remember in coming 
down th rough Glenlivet, wi th the l a t e Major 
Grant, who was l i tera l ly a walk ing encyclo-
paedia on the county—approaching it f rom 
the adminis t ra t ive, as well as the historical 
point of view—how interes ted I was in noting 
the a t t empts of the f a n n e r to reclaim ba r ren 
land, and in seeing how cer ta in civilising ex-
periments h a d had to be abandoned. In 
such a s t re tch of count ry one sees the land 
as i t was, in close proximi ty to the land as 
it is; in shor t a perfec t object lesson of all 
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tha t agriculture, representing generations of 
patient, unremitting- toil, stands for. Aa I 
came through the valley, I as consumed 
with a great desire to trace the history of 
every fa rm and farmlet on the road, not 
merely in point of the products of agricul-
ture, but because of the families that had 
been reared in this difficult climate, and who 
by reason of its difficulties made their way 

in the outside world. 
The da ta are available in the landlords' 

rent rolls, and in oral tradition; yet no 
parish history tha t I know of has been 
written on this basis', most of them concen-
t r a t ing on genealogy of the landowning fam-
ilies or on the ecclesiastical records of par-
ishes as a whole. Even at that , no one has 
tried to co-ordinate the parish registers with 
the churchyard inscriptions although many 
t rea t us to both as quite separate units, 
wha t is t r u e of Glenlivet is also true of all 
other districts, while a Field Club can also 
go back to the prehuman period, dealing with 
the geological structure, with botany, and 
with other aspects of what used to be called 
"na tu ra l history," much of which is visible 
to the eye tha t can really 6ee. 

An excellent example of what can be done 
in the way of keeping one's eyes open to the 
countryside is afforded by Dr Mahood's ad-
mirable book on "Banff and District," which 
is greatly indebted to the work of the 
Banffshire Field Club, of which the 
Doctor has been a president. This, which is 
one of the best "local books" I have ever 
come across, shows how much a trained ob-
server can see for himself i n looking at a 
par t icular district, and i t is highly signifi-
cant t ha t he h a s produced it largely from 
the point of view of a mental stimulus. Dr 
Mahood is professionally interested in people 
who need a physical fillip, but the whole idea of 
Ins survey, taking in everything as it does from 
"natura l history" to present da.y affairs, 
forms an object lesson as valuable to all 
grown-ups as kindergarten is to children. 

He has shown us how all "local history" 
should be written, or ra ther re-written, and 
brought clearlv to the notice of him Who 
runs and reads; whereas much of it has been 
produced in the past by dry-as-dusts, without 
imagination, insight, or any literary ability, 
although such antiquaries undoubtedly pro-
vide plenty of pointers for those who have 
the gif t of making history popular. With 
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such. a cicerone, aided and abetted as he is 
by many experts, the whole countryside 
assumes a totally new interest even for those 
who are familiar with it almost to boredom, 
or indifference; and in expelling boredom, 
one learns the first lesson of the a r t of 
living:. Dr Mahood, of course, deals with only 
one tract of countryside; but his method is 
applicable to any countryside. The practical 
results of such a survey are obvious'. They 
tend to give people a pride of place, to make 
them interested in their environment, without 
relying on adventitious and spurious attrac-
tion®, which have done much to rob the whole 
country of its fine old ru ra l population. By 
showing: people from whence they came, one 
shows them where to go; in short one teaches 
the ar t of living, to some purpose, a.nd the 
Banffshire Field Club, which has been a, 
pioneer in demonstrating what 15,000,000 of 
Americans do not know—"the history, tradi-
tions, and ideals" of their environment—is 
doing a work, which, while necessarily local, 
is ultimately of national importance, and is 
capable of almost endless development. If 
such a Club is composed of "old fogeys," they 

are the "fogeys" who are really young at 
heart, because they are always interested, 
and refuse to let the vision splendid fade into 
the light of common day. 

There was read also the following paper by 
Rev. R. H. Calder, Glenlivet, on 

HOUSING IN THE GLEN. 
In a cold world and in a cold climate man 

has always sought shelter from the elements. 
And the nature of tha t shelter has always 
been; in accordance with the ideas and possi-
bilities of the time. I t is not so long ago 
since our ancestors lived in holes in the 
ground and in dens and caves of the earth. 
When people got the length of halving dwell-
ings on the surface of the ground, constructed 
perhaps of wood and wattle or of turf, no 
doubt they thought they were getting u'p in 
the world, and making progress in the path 
of civilisation and advancement. 

The housing of the people in those remote 
times would doubtless be an interesting sub-
ject of study. But to go no fur ther back 
than about the beginning of last century: 
what was the system of housing of cottar 
folk in vogue in the district then? I t was 
very simple and practicable. There was no 
gulf between the idea and the possibility, be-
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