
T r a n s a c t i o n s 

OF THE 

B A N F F S H I R E FIELD CLUB. 

THE 
STRATHMARTINE 

TRUST 

The support of The Strathmartine Trust toward 
this publication is gratefully acknowledged. 

www.banffshirefieldclub.org.uk 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club

http://www.banffshirefieldclub.org.uk


W E D N E S D A Y , D E C E M B E R 14, 1 9 2 1 . 

The annual meeting of the Club was held 
this evening in the Drawing Room of St 
Andrew's Hall, Banff, the president, Dr Grant, 
in the chair. There was a large attendance 
of .members and others. 

The Treasurer's annual report was submitted 
as follows :— 

Income—Balance in hand at 20th October 
1920, amount in bank, £42 5s 8d; 5 per cent. 
War Loan, £50; members' subscriptions re-
ceived, viz.—53 gentlemen at 5s, £14 5s; 10 
ladies a t 2s 6d, £1 5s; copies of Banffshire 
Flora sold, £2 Is; interest on deposit receipt, 
£1 16s 10d; interest on National War Bond, 
£2 10s; total income, £114 3s 6d. 

Expenditure—Printing, £30 12s 9d; Rent of 
Room for Meetings, 15s; Year Book of Scientific 
Societies, 12s 8d; Secretary and Treasurer's 
postages, £1 13s 4d; balance a t 15th October 
1921, viz., amount on deposit receipt, £30 9s 
9d; 5 per cent. War Loan, £50; total expendi-
ture, £114 3s 6d. 

Annual Report. 
The Secretary submitted his annual report 

in the following terms— 
We are now getting pretty well over the 

effects of the War. To a Club like ours, where 
so many of the members are non-resident, the 
printed Transactions are the very breath of 
life. Paper was scarce and so were printers, 
and the consequence was that the printing of 
our Transactions was held up for three years. 
The arrears, however, have now been all 
worked off, and the members have been sup-
plied with three years' Transactions a t once. 
They amount to some 250 pages, closely 
printed, and containing much information well 
worth recording. They shew that the Club 
acted wisely in not suspending its activities 
during the War. The Transactions for the 
present year are mostly in type, and will be 
issued to members in due course. I t says no 
little for the patient forbearance of our non-
resident members that they bore the delay in 
issuing the Transactions without threats of 
resignation and almost without complaint. 
Since last annual Report we have had the an-
nual meeting and three ordinary meetings. 
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The attendance was, if anything, ra ther above 
the average, and the subjects were interesting 
and well handled. The retiring President, Mr 
Alexander, gave the evening meetings a good 
start by his paper entitled "Scottish Dialect 
and Story." The subject was one af ter Mr 
Alexander's own heart , and he treated it in 
a way that would not have disgraced the pen 
of the author of "Johnny Gibb of Gushet-
neuk." The paper makes good reading, and 
with Mr Alexander's intimate knowledge of 
Aberdeenshire Scotch lost nothing in the de-
livery. 

The opening paper in the Transactions for 
1520-1921 is by our good friend, John Malcolm 
Bulloch. I t is entitled, "Learning History in 
the Countryside." Mr Bulloch eulogises the 
methods of Field Clubs, and shews how much 
additional human interest can be imported 
into ancient history by examining old ruins, 
old mounds, and other relics of Antiquity, and 
into modern history by making the acquain-
tance of Old Rent Rolls, Old Court Books, and 
other Records relating to the period being dealt 
with. Then we had from the Rev. R. H. 
Calder, Glenlivet, one of his dainty little papers 
entitled "Housing in the Glen." The Glen is 
of course Glenlivet, and the time is about the 
beginning of the last century. At tha t time 
people had not begun the custom of running 
away from the country to the towns and vil-
lages. There was no housing scheme like tha t 
which we have been seeing and hearing so 
much about of late. When a house was 
wanted a site was procured, which usually cost 
nothing, or, a t most only a shilling or two of 
rent. Materials were collected, and willing 
neighbours gave assistance, and in two or three 
weeks the house was ready for occupation. 

At next meeting we had a most instructive 
paper from Mr Robert Cairns, M.A., Turriff, 
on the "Displacement of Gaelic by English." 
Mr Cairns gave an account of the various 
causes that had led to the gradual substitu-
tion of English for Gaelic which has gone to 
such an extent that , f rom being the common 
language of Scotland it is now confined to the 
most secluded Glens and even there is fast 
giving way to English. At the same meeting 
we had a paper from the Rev J . Garrow Dun-
can, Kirkmichael, describing what he found in 
opening an ancient grave. The paper is very 
interesting in itself, and is valuable, as shew-
ing how so ancient an archaeologist proceeds 

in making such an examination. We hope 
tha t this is only the first of many such com-
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munications from Mr Duncan. Lastly, we had 
a very interesting and enjoyable lecture from 
the Rev. Dr Bruce, Banff, on "Icelandic Sagas 
and their bearing on the population of the 
Moray Fir th." This lecture both from its 
subject and treatment well deserved a place in 
our Transactions. Dr Bruce, no doubt for some 
sufficient reason, did not allow the lecture to 
appear in the Transactions, but kindly fur-
nished us with a pretty full epitome, which 
will give an idea of how much members lost 
by not attending the meeting. The printed 
Transactions are all very well, and are much 
appreciated by non-resident members, who 
keep up their connection with the Club solely 
with the view of getting them; but to hear 
a subject treated by a man who has made a 
speoial study of it and made it, so to speak, 
a par t of himself creates an interest in it tha t 
no printed page can produce. 

The very successful Joint Meetings at Aber-
deen two years ago and at Elgin last year in-
duced the hope tha t these meetings had been 
resuscitated in something like their former 
splendour. But this vear there has been no 
Joint Meeting. It fell to be held either a t 
Nairn or Inverness, but somehow the Nor-
thern Clubs have not risen to the occasion. 
The ra ther serious illness of Mr Wallace, the 
Secretary of the Northern Association of Liter-
ary and Scientific Societies, who has been the 
life and soul of these Joint Meetings from the 
very first, no doubt largely accounts for it. 

We have had no excursion in connection with 
our own Club this year. Some forty years ago, 
when the Club was young we had excursions 
every year, some years two or three. The 
consequence is that we have exhausted all the 
localities suitable for excursions within easy 
reach. The time has perhaps come when we 
might go over them again. 

As to membership, five new members have 
joined during the year, three resident and two 
non-resident. One of them. Mr Carnie, died 
soon af ter joining. None of the old members 
have died during the year, a circumstance very 
rare, if not altogether unique in the history 
of the Club. We have the prospect of a few 
more recruits, so we may take it that our 
membership will be fully maintained. 

On the whole we may look on the past year 
as a fairly successful one, and on the prospects 
for the year to come as distinctly good. 

The report was adopted and Mr Yeats was 
thanked for submitting it. 
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