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second founder of the Advocates' Library." 
In 1751, when he was seventy-five years old, 

Ruddiman found that his eyesight, which had 
meant so much to him, was failing; and in 
spite of the efforts of medical men it gradu-
ally became worse, till on 7th January 1752 
he felt that his time as Keeper of the Library 
had reached its term and he tendered his 
resignation of the office "into these hands 
from whom I received it." His letter of re-
signation, written in stately English, contains 
a striking tribute to the Faculty of Advocates. 
It did not meet with the approval of the great 
Dr Johnson, whose comment was that "such a 
letter from such a scholar ought to have been 
in Latin." 

Ruddiman, who was succeeded at the 
Library by David Hume, did not long survive 
his retiral, and in 1757 the Banffshire loon 
died, full of years and honour. He was 
buried in Greyfriar's Churchyard, but, un-
like the first founder of the Library, he has 
no tomb-stone to mark his resting-place. 

And so, again to quote Mr Graham—"There 
disappeared from tihe High Street the well-
known and eminently respectable figure of the 
old scholar, with his thin, wiry form, erect 
and active walk, his solemn face with the 
bushy eyebrows, and those piercing eyes which 
daunted any who ventured to question his 
opinion; clad on 'best days' in an orange-
coloured coat and a scarlet waistcoat, with 
cooked hat over the curled, frizzled wig. A 
sober, sedate man, he knew when at convivial 
boards ihe ought to stop, saying "The liquor 
will not go down.' " 

On the motion of MR Wm. Barclay, seconded 
by Dr M'Pherson, the President was thanked 
for his interesting paper. 

Office-bearers. 
The office-bearers were elected as follows:— 
resident—Sheriff More, Montcoffer; Vice-Pre-

sidents—Sheriff Grant, Inverness; Messrs Geo. 
D. Thomson, M.A., Kindrought; James T. Gor-
don, Oupar; John Graham Callander, F.S.A. 
(Scot.); Prof. Wm. G. Craib, Aberdeen Univer-
sity; Dr A. B. Murray, Banff; J. Malcolm 
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Bulloch, LL.D., London; Lawrence Watt, Clyde-
bank; William Barclay, Banff; Dr A. E. Ma-
hood, Tiverton; and Dr Alex. Grant, Dufftown. 
Mr Chas. S. M'Pherson, LL.D., and Mr Wm. 
Simpson were appointed joint secretaries, and 
Mr John Tough was appointed treasurer. 

The following were appointed members of 
Council—Mr John Garden, Dr. Alexander Led-
ingham, Mr F. L. Braid, Mrs Wm. Barclay, 
and Miss Walker. 

Votes of thanks to the President and to the 
office-bearers brought the meeting to a close. 
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