
T r a n s a c t i o n s 

OF THE 

B A N F F S H I R E FIELD CLUB. 

THE 
STRATHMARTINE 

TRUST 

The support of The Strathmartine Trust toward 
this publication is gratefully acknowledged. 

www.banffshirefieldclub.org.uk 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club

http://www.banffshirefieldclub.org.uk


30 

T U E S D A Y , D E C E M B E R 7 , 1 9 2 6 . 

A N N U A L M E E T I N G . 
The Annual Meeting of the Banffshire Field 

Club was held this evening. 
The President, Sheriff More, Montcoffer, oc-

cupied the chair. 
Mrs More, Montcoffer; Mrs Macintosh, Fife 

Lodge; Miss Sheriffs, 7 Back Path; Miss Chap-
man, St Helens; Miss Strachan, Hazel Cottage; 
Mrs Braid, the Rack; Messrs John Napier, 
Blackpots; Jas. Hutcheson, Low Street; David 

T. Samson, Cullen; Archibald H. Gordon Duff. 
Davieburn, Botriphnie, and Norman M'Lach-
lan. Duff House, were admitted as new mem-
bers. 

Rev. Dr M'Laughlin, Mount Carmel, was no-
minated for election at next meeting. 

The Secretary presented the Annual Report 
as follows:— 

BANFFSHIRE FIELD CLUB. 
Annual Meeting—7th December 1926. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT. 
Owing to the lamented death of our valuable 

and revered Secretary, Mr John Yeats, M.A., 
in 1924, the Club was for a time in a state of 
suspended animation. The new Secretary ap-
pointed to succeed Mr Yeats found, on taking 
over, that a number of the Club's "Transac-
tions" were standing in type and had not been 
issued to the members. These have now been 
completed and circulated as the Transactions 
of the Club for 1923-24. 

In the hands of the late Secretary there had 
accumulated a mass of printed matter re-
cording the activities of the Club from its in-
ception in 1881 up to 1924. It seemed desirable 
that this should be preserved and arranged 
and made available to members of the Club 
and to others wishing to consult them, but the 
task appeared forbidding and tedious. For-
tunately for the Club one of our lady mem-
bers, Mrs William Barclay, generously offered 
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to undertake this difficult duty. She brought 
to bear on her prolonged labours her intimate 
knowledge of Banffshire and its literary and 
scientific history, has completed the re-ar-
rangement of all our printed Transactions, 
and has handed to the Secretary a detailed 
list of every paper in our possession. A few 
complete sets of Transactions for the years 
from 1886 to 1924 are now available and appli-
cation for these may be sent to the Secretary 
by members or their friends. 

The first meeting of this Session was held on 
the 13th of November in the Seafield Street 
Hall. The Club was fortunate in securing the 
services of Dr W. Douglas Simpson, F.S.A., of 
Aberdeen University. The meeting was open 
to the public, and there was a large attend-
ance. The lecturer took as his subject "The 
Ancient Castles of Scotland." He spoke with 
a fullness of knowledge and an eloquence that 
riveted the attention of the audience. 

The next meeting was held on the 15th of 
February. Mr Alistair Tayler of Glenbarry 
delivered an address on "The Banffshire Jaco-
bites in the '45." The lecturer dealt with not-
able Jacobites belonging to or connected with 
Banffshire. The President in proposing a cor-
dial vote of thanks to the lecturer gave voice 
to the interest and pleasure with which all 
had listened to the paper. As it would be in-
cluded in the Club's printed "Transactions" 
for the year, he was glad to think that a much 
larger audience would be able to read, at 
their leisure, that interesting contribution to 
the literature of Banffshire. 

The Club held its Summer Meeting at Duff-
town on 19th June 1926. The Banff members 
travelled by motor, and they were joined at 
Dufftown by members from Mortlach and the 
Cabrach. 

Balvenie Castle was first visited. Dr W. 
Douglas Simpson, F.S.A. (Scot.), said that the 
Castle was the largest in Banffshire and one 
of the most important in the north of Scot 
land. It dated back to the 13th century. At 
thai time the district between the Spey and 
the Dornoch Firth formed the great province 
of Moravia. It was then unabsorbed by the 
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Scottish Crown. The frontier stopped a t the 
Spey and Balvenie Castle was made one of the 
fortresses commanding, as it did, a strategic 
position on the left bank of the Fiddich. I t 
stood at the gates of Moray, commanding the 
approaches into what was then a hostile 
country. Dr Simpson sketched in a most in-
teresting way the history of the Castle as it 
passed successively under the sway of the 
Comyns, the Douglases, the Stewarts of Atholl, 
and the Duffs, in whose possession in has con-
tinued since 1687. 

The company adjourned for lunch at Craig-
ellachie Hotel, and there the President, Sheriff 
More, took occasion to convey to Dr Simpson 
the cordial thanks of the members for his 
presence, and for his eloquent and illuminat-
ing description of Balvenie Castle and its his-
tory. 

Auchindoun Castle was visited in the after-
noon. The Architect of the Castle was Robert 
Cochrane, the famous favourite of James III . 
In the early 16th century, Auchindoun Castle 
belonged to the Ogilvies, but in 1535 it passed 
to the Gordons. In 1592 the Castle was burned 
by the Mackintoshes, and from that time it 
ceased to be a residential Castle. 

The Rev. J. B. Cumming. B.D , gave a lucid 
description of the Church of Mortlach. He re-
ferred to a curious suggestion, that had been 
made lately, that beneath the Church there 
were at one time cells in which lepers were 
kept, and that there were holes in the wall 
through which rood was passed to the lepers. 

The Stone of Mortlach, dating from before 
the 7th century, was minutely described by 
Dr Simpson and Mr Cumming. 

After tea at Dufftown, the return journey 
was made via Auchindoun, Corsemauld, 
Huntly and Aberchirder. 

The President moved: "That Mrs W. Barclay 
be cordially thanked for the great service she 
had done to the Club by rearranging and 
cataloguing their 'Transactions' and other 
printed material, and that gratitude for her 
valuable services be recorded in the minutes." 

The Secretary moved: "That it be remitted 
to the Council with powers (1) To make ar-
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rangements for storing the printed matter be-
longing to the Club; (2) To have the sets of 
bound volumes of the 'Transactions' in the 
hands of the Secretary and the Treasurer com-
pleted and brought up to date." 

Both motions were unanimously carried. 
The Treasurer, Mr John Tough, submitted 

his annual report, which showed that the 
year had begun with £99 6s 7d on hand and 
ended with a favourable balance of £109 1s 8d. 
At the close of the year the list of members 
stood at 77—5 'Life, 7 Honorary, and 65 Ord-
inary. 

Sheriff More took as the subject of his pre-
sidential address "A Banffshire Scholar and 
the Advocates' Library." He said:— 

A Banffshire Scholar and the Advocates' 
Library. 

Within the last few months there has oc-
curred an event of far-reaching import to the 
intellectual life of Scotland, but one which 
has perhaps not been adequately emphasized 
or realised by the nation. In these days of 
Cup Tie Finals, Test Matches and motor cars, 
yea, and of General Strikes and Coal Strikes, 
it is all too possible that the things which 
really matter may be blurred, thrown out of 
true perspective, if not entirely suffocated, by 
the welter of trivialities which the popular 
mind is called upon to swallow and, if pos-
sible, assimilate. And it is for this reason 
that I think it may not be amiss if I direct, 
so far as I can within the limits of such a 
paper as this, the minds of this learned So-
ciety to a matter of supreme importance, the 
institution of the National Library of Scot-
land. If further justification, than the na-
tional importance of the subject were re-
quired to make it relevant to the proceedings 
of this Club I find it in the fact that for a 
period of nearly fifty years of its long and 
honoured history the name of Thomas Ruddi-
man, one of the most notable of Banffshire's 
sons, is indissolubly linked with the old Advo-

cates' Library, now the National Library of 
Scotland. 

While I propose to devote the first and 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club


