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M O N D A Y , F E B R U A R Y 15, 1926 . 

The Banffshire Field Club had a meeting in 
the Library, Banff, this evening to hear a paper 
by Mr Alistair Tayler of Glenbarry on "Some 
Banffshire Jacobites in the '45." Sheriff John 
W. More, Montcoffer House, President, presided 
over a good attendance of members and guests 
who included Mrs More, Montcoffer House; Mrs 
Macintosh, Fife Lodge, and Mr David T. Sam-
son, Old Cullen. 

A report by the hon. secy., Dr C. S. M'Pher-
son, indicated that there were being prepared 
the Transactions of the Club of recent years 
for circulation among the members. It was 
reported also that Banff Town Council had 
agreed to the portrait of the late Mr John 
Teats, M.A., for long secretary to the Club, 
being hung in Banff museum. 

The following new members were admitted-
Mr Arch. Gordon-Duff, Davieburn, Botriphnie; 
Mr David T. Samson Old Cullen; Miss Sher-
riffs, Banff; Miss Rachael Chapman, Banff; 
Mrs More, Montcoffer; Mrs Braid, the Rack; 
and Mr Henry Napier, Blackpots. 

The President, in asking Mr Tayler to de-
liver his paper, remarked that he had had to 
restrict his observations to "Some" Banffshire 
Jacobites, no doubt because Banffshire was so 
full of Jacobites that it would be impossible 
to deal with them all. Mr Tayler's interest in 
the Banffshire Field Club was not just of yes-
terday's growth. In the record of the Club's 
proceedings which was in preparation there 
was an extremely interesting paper on the 
Urquharts of Craigston which Mr Tayler con-
tributed a few years ago. He was not there 
in person at that time and they felt it a 
great compliment that he had come from Lon-
don personally that week-end to be able to 
deliver his address to them himself. (Cheers.) 
No one knew more Banffshire lore than did 
Mr Tayler and they ought to be very grateful 
to him for putting his enormous knowledge of 
it at their disposal not only in this paper but 
in former papers. He had the interests of the 
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Field Club very much at heart and his in-
terest in it ought to be a great encouragement 
to other members. He had great pleasure in 
asking Mr Tayler to read his paper. (Cheers.) 

SOME BANFFSHIRE JACOBITES. 
The records that follow offer a few details 

regarding the chief Banffshire lairds and 
others who were concerned in the 'Forty-Five. 

James Abercromby. 
In Lord Rosebery's List of Rebels he is de-

scribed as "Farmer, Skeith, Banff, Captain, 
assisted in collecting the Revenue for the 
Rebels and gave them intelligence of arms. 
Lurking." It has not been possible to dis-
cover further details as to his career, but he 
probably laid down his arms and under the 
Act of Indemnity of 1747 he may have re-
turned to the peaceful life of a farmer. 

The Abercrombies of Skeith were a cadet 
branch of the Abercrombies of Birkenbog, who 
are now represented by Sir George Aber-
cromby of Forglen. 

Alexander A b e r n e t h y 
was a farmer of Tipperty, Banff, and became 
a Captain in the Duke of Perth's regiment 
After Prince Charles' retreat from Derby, he 
was one of the unfortunate people left to hold 
Carlisle. When that town surrendered, Aber-
nethy and 400 others were taken. At South-
wark on July 3, 1746, he was arraigned before" 
the Lord Chief Justices Lee and Willis when 
he was described as "a surgeon." At his tr ial 
on July 22, he pleaded guilty and was sen-
tenced to death on his own confession, but 
begged the Judges to recommend him to his 
Majesty's mercy. He was reprieved for three 
weeks, again for three weeks, and then for 
six weeks. Nothing more is heard of him till 
January 19, 1747. when the "Scots Magazine" 
states that "Alexander Abernethy, who was 
sentenced on July 22nd, 1746, and has since 
been reprieved from time to time with the rest, 
is dead," so it may be fairly concluded tha t 
prison treatment and disappointment of the 
hopes of pardon proved too much for him. 
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George Aberne thy 
was a merchant and magistrate at Banff. He 
was Captain in Lord Ogilvy's regiment and 
very active in collecting money for the Jaco-
bites. He took part in the advance into Eng-
land, and after the retreat from Derby was 
left at Carlisle on December 20, 1745, as a 
member of the garrison to hold that town in 
the Stuart interest. He was brought to trial 
at Southwark in October 1746. Several wit-
nesses described him as an officer in Glen-
bucket's regiment, but he undoubtedly served 
as a Captain in Lord Ogilvy's, probably a 
later appointment. One of the witnesses for 
the Crown swore that the prisoner was Presi-
dent of a Court-Martial at Carlisle at which 
two Officers were broken; another that he saw 
the prisoner "set fire to a cannon" planted on 
the walls of Carlisle and pointed in the direc-
tion of Cumberland's army. A particular 
piece of evidence brought forward was "an ac-
count of beef bought for the garrison of Car-
lisle on December 14th," and the receipt was 
signed "George Abernethie." The prisoner 
pleaded that he had been of singular service 
to his Majesty King George. 

I t is remarkable that one of the first wit-
nesses called for the defence was no less a 
person than the Hanoverian General Sir John 
Cope. When asked if he knew the' prisoner, 
Cope replied in the negative; but added that 
he hoped this would not go against the pri-
soner, as owing to the General's march having 
been so rapid and his having seen a great 
number of people on the way, he could not 
possibly remember every face. (Cope's march 
was certainly rapid, as he left Inverness and 
reached Nairn on September 4th, Elgin 5th, 

Fochabers 6th, Cullen 7th, Banff 8th, Turriff 
9th, Oldmeldrum 10th, and arrived at Aber-
deen on September 11th. whence he went by 

sea on September 15th, reached Dunbar on 
17th, and was defeated at Prestonpans on Sep-
tember 21st, 1745). General Cope stated that 
when he was at Banff he was furnished with 
carriages and horses by the magistrate and 
that possibly the prisoner might be the man 
who was active in the service. 
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Witnesses were then brought to prove the 
prisoner to have been the only acting magis-
trate at that time, the Provost and the two 
other Bailies having been indisposed or ab-
sent. James Railly, a witness, declared that 
he had known the prisoner for 24 years in 
Banff, as a Bailie of that town but that "he 
often has the gout." 'Railly stated that George 
Abernethy 

was about 40 years old. That when Captain 
Rogers came to Banff some days before Gen-
eral Cope, the prisoner provided him with 
transport and also directed him to go by a 
different road from that he was ordered, to 
prevent his falling into the hands of the 
rebels. A week later a party of rebels came 
to Banff, pillaging for armour. Upon learn-
ing how active the prisoner had been in 
his Majesty's service, about 20 or 30 of them 
went to the prisoner's house, which they 
plundered and came out holding him. He 
cried out and asked why they took him. 
They said he was a Whig villian and should 
go with them. He asked why and they re-
plied that he put Captain Rogers out of 
their way and they were deprived of his 
papers. He said he would do it again. They 
would not let his wife see him, and told 
her to go away or else they would fire her 
house. He was carried off prisoner by them, 
upon a horse without a saddle, although 
he and his wife oflered all they had if the 
rebels would leave him. He cried out most 
vehemently and had no arms or whip. 

The witness added that one Highlander led 
the horse and another drove him. Between 
four and five hundred carried him away to 
Glenbucket's quarters in Strathbogie. 

John Fiott, the prisoner's servant, gave evi-
dence that he saw George Abernethy carried 
off by the rebels and that he was sent by the 
prisoner's wife with a letter to him at Strath-
bogie but that he (Fiott) was prevented from 
taking a letter back to Mrs Abernethy. A 
shopkeeper of Carlisle swore that some of the 
rebel army having done him considerable 
damage he applied to the prisoner and got a 
guard from him, which prevented further mis-chief. 

The Chief Justice in summing up said tha t 
overt acts of high treason had been proved 
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and that the answer to the question "whether 
force excused" depended on the whole circum-
stances. There was no evidence of force after 
Strathbogie right up to the surrender of Car-
lisle. As the rebels gave him a commission 
and employed his services there was strong 
evidence that they did not distrust him. 

He was convicted of high treason and sen-
tenced to death, but was recommended to 
mercy by the Jury, and reprieved. A free 
pardon was sent to George Abernethy on De-
cember 16, 1746, and the messenger took him 
away from the New Gaol, Southwark, in a 
hackney coach. I t seems that he did not long 
benefit by his pardon, for the "Scots Maga-
zine" records that on "April 27th, 1747. Died 
a t London, George Abernethy, a rebel Captain, 
found guilty at St Margaret's Hill, but re-
commended to mercy. He was taken out of 
the New Gaol, December 16th, 1746, and kept in 
the custody of a messenger till he died." 

He married Elizabeth Forbes, who claimed 
upon his forfeited estate her life rent of a 
house in Banff. George Abernethy was buried 
in the churchyard of St Margaret's, Westmin-
ster. 
Wil l iam Baird of Auchmedden. 

Although Auchmedden is in the parish of 
Aberdour, Aberdeenshire, the Baird family was 
intimately connected with Banffshire; two an-
cestors had been Provosts of Banff and an-
other, Sheriff Principal of Banffshire. 

William Baird was born in 1701 and married, 
1721, Anne Duff, eldest daughter of William 
Duff of Dipple and his second wife, Jean Dun-
bar of Durn. He was thus brother-in-law of 
William, Lord Braco afterwards 1st Lord Fife. 
William Baird went "out" with the Jacobites 
in 1745 but he does not appear to have taken 
a very active part in the rising. He was made 
Deputy-Lieutenant and Governor of Banff-
shire under Lord Lewis Gordon, who was ap-
pointed Lord Lieutenant by Prince Charles, 
and he seems to have confined himself to his 
duties in connection with the administration 
of the county affairs. Though his estate was 
not confiscated, he got into difficulties from 
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pecuniary obligations undertaken for the 
Stuarts and was compelled to sell it in 1750 to 
Lord Haddo, eldest son of Lord Aberdeen. 
There is now no house of Auchmedden, but 
about half a mile from the village of Pennan 
the site may still be traced. 

William Baird died in 1775, and was buried 
in the churchyard of St Nicholas, Aberdeen, 
in the same grave with his wife, Anne Duff, 
who died in 1773, aged 68. 

James Crichton of Auchingoul 
was the second son of James Crichton of Auch-
ingoul who married Margaret Gordon. The 
elder son appears to have been disinherited 
and the father died in 1744, so James Crichton 
must have entered into the full possession of 
his small estate just previous to the landing 
of Prince Charles. He became a Colonel in 
the army of Prince Charles and different au-
thorities say that he was created Viscount 
Frendraught by the Prince in 1745 and tha t he 
merely assumed the title, to which he had no 
clear right. After Culloden he wandered 
about the country, and he ultimately escaped 
abroad and lived in France for some years, 
dying in poverty in Paris in 1769. He had re-
signed the lands of Auchingoul, with the con-
sent of his mother, in favour of William 
Leslie of Melrose, who had a charter thereon 
of July 1750. 

James Duff 
was fourth son of Alexander Duff first of 
Hatton and was born in 1729. As a boy of 16 
he went "out" in the '45 but was sent home 
after the skirmish of Inverurie, and owing to 
his extreme youth and the family interest, the 
matter was hushed up, and he seems to have 
suffered in no way for what were considered 
his early indiscretions. In 1761 he was ap-
pointed Sheriff-Clerk of Banffshire. He held 
the office for 40 years, resigning in 1801, when 
he was succeeded by William Rose of Mont-
coffer. He was twice married, one of his two 
sons by his first marriage being Captain 
George Duff. R.N.. who was killed at the 
battle of Trafalgar. By his second wife he 
had 13 children. 
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For some years James Duff lived in the "Old 
Lodging" (the site of which may still be traced 
in the Duff House Garden) which was formerly 
the property of the Airlie family. From them 
it passed to the Fife family at the close of the 
17th century and was the headquarters of the 
Duke of Cumberland's army on his way to Cul-
loden, but it seems to have ceased to be in-
habited prior to 1779, for in that year '"the 
wood of the Old Lodging was sold for £59." 
On February 3, 1802, James Duff writes: 

"The anniversary of the Queen's Birthday 
was held here, on the 18th ult„ with great 
splendour. We had an elegant dinner at 
Watson's Hotel, and after having a sufficient 
portion of wine, went to a ball given by the 
Volunteers of the Trades Company, where we 
enjoyed ourselves till one in the morning, 
and then Sandy Milne and I supped at G. 
G. Robinson's with James Duff the heir of 
Fife, where we sat till 3 a.m., but this is 
not at all uncommon, for ever since Mr Duff 
came to this country we have not dined till 
5, and seldom or ever went home before 2, 
3, or 4 a.m., when he was of the party." 
This dissipation must have been a severe tax 

on James Duff, the Sheriff-Clerk, who was then 
73 years of age, and gouty. He died in 1804 
and was buried in Banff churchyard. He was 
probably one of the last survivors of those 
who took part in the final attempt to restore 
the Stuarts to their ancient rights. 

His youngest daughter, Anne, who lived to 
be 92, was once seen by the present writer 
when a small child. She married Mr Biggar, 
and there is a fountain in Low Street, Banff, 
erected to the memory of her and her hus-
band. 

Sir William Dunbar of Durn 
was the third baronet of that creation. He 
joined Lord Pitsligo at Aberdeen in September 
1745 and with him there went from Banffshire 
Arthur Gordon of Carnousie. Andrew Hay of 

Rannes, James Gordon of Glastirem, and "Ab-
ernethy, brother to Mayen," and they joined 
the Prince at Holyrood on October 9. Sir Wil-
liam declined a commission and served as a 
Volunteer throughout the campaign. When 
some of Prince Charles' troops plundered 
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Cullen House on April 8, 1746, the Duke of Cum-
berland in retaliation withdrew his proteotion 
from the house of Dura which in consequence 
suffered considerably. Lady Dunbar as well 
as her husband was at that time with the 
Jacobite army. After Culloden he was in hid-
ing in the neighbourhood of his estate for a 
considerable time and escaped capture. His 
name appears in the Bill of Attainder in May 
1746, and again in the list of those specially 
exempted from pardon in the Act of Indem-
nity in 1747. At Edinburgh in October 1748 a 
true bill was found against him, in his ab-
sence. On November 5 Lord Findlater wrote 
the Duke of Cumberland on his behalf . . . 

"He is certainly a very weak, foolish man, 
and I can say nothing for him but that he 
is auite incapable to do good or hurt to any 
party. Your Grace, however, will not be 
surprised at my being anxiously concerned 
for the preservation of the family when I 
have acquainted you that my Mother was a 
daughter of it. The family was always firm 
and zealous for the Protestant and Revolu-
tion interest, untill the late Sir James Dun-
bar, father to this man, had the misfortune 
to marry a Jacobite wife, who introduced 
nonjuring Ministers among them. Not-
withstanding my near connection, I doe in 
the sincerest manner assure your Grace that 

I would not say a single word on this sub-
ject, if I were not fully convinced tha t the 

publick interest cannot possibly receive any 
hurt from his Majesty's extending his mercy 
to this foolish, silly man, providing it be 
made a condition of his pardon tha t his 
children, who are all young, shall be edu-
cated in principles of strict fidelity to his 
Majesty. The just respect I have for the 
memory of my Mother and of her ancestors 
would indeed make me take this act of 
Clemency as an extraordinary favour. 
Would your Grace, therefore, be so good as 
to lay this my humble and earnest request 
before his Majesty." 

The Jacobite wife referred to was Margaret, 
daughter of Sir James Baird of Auchmedden. 
This petition must have been successful, for 
Sir William Dunbar returned to pass the re-
maining years of his life at Durn. The pre-
sent house of Durn, near Portsoy, is not that 
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in which Sir William lived, for the old house 
and gateway were demolished about 1770. 

Sir William died at Banff, on January 28, 
1786. 

Durn is now part of the Seafield Estates. 
Alexander Cordon of Letterfourie. 

Though not at that date the proprietor of 
Letterfourie, he undoubtedly took part in the 
'45. He was 4th son of James Gordon of Letter-
fourie, who had married a daughter of Sir 
Wm. Dunbar, 1st Baronet of Durn. By her he 
had four sons—(1) Peter, died unmarried at 
Letterfourie in 1743; (2) James, a wine mer-
chant in Madeira, returned to Scotland and 
died unmarried at Letterfourie in 1790 in his 
84th year; (3) William; (4) Alexander, who suc-
ceeded to Letterfourie on the death of his bro-
ther James. He took part in the '45, and hav-
ing left Scotland he joined his brother James 
in Madeira, where he remained some time. On 
his return to Scotland, he married, in 1778, a 
daughter of Alexander Russell of Montcoffer, 
by whom he had three sons, James, Alexander, 
and Charles Stuart. 

Alexander Gordon of Letterfourie died Janu-
ary 16, 1797, aged 82, and was succeeded in Let-
terfourie by his eldest son, James. 

A r t h u r C o r d o n of C a r n o u s i e 
was son of George Gordon of Carnousie and 
was born about 1698. He joined the Jacobites 
under Lord Pitsligo and with him and several 
other Banffshire lairds presented himself at 
Edinburgh in October 1745. His going out was 
noted as "a great surprise" and a contempor-
ary account says that "Carnusy was esteemed 
a wise, solid man, and one not wedded to 
Kingscraft. But as many debts of his never 

heard of formerly, are appearing, this un-
ravels the mystery." He was appointed Major 
in Lord Pitsligo's regiment. After Culloden 
he wandered about the country till he escaped 
to France. He was one of those specially ex-
cepted from pardon in the Act of Indemnity 
of 1747 and at Edinburgh on October 11 1748, a, 
Grand Jury found a true bill against him in 
the Court of Justiciary and his attainder was 
confirmed. He died abroad, probably in 1753. 
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Having got deeply into debt his estate was se-
questrated and sold to Lord Findlater in that 
year; it afterwards became the property of 
George Hay of Mountblairy, and later of Gen-
eral Patrick ("Tiger") Duff. 

In one of the lists preserved in the French 
Foreign Office of those needy Jacobites to 
whom King Louis, at the Prince's request, 
granted a "gratification," Arthur Gordon of 
Carnouchy appears as having received 1500 
francs, in January 1747. 

James Gordon, Younger of Aberlour, 
was son of Patrick Gordon of Aberlour, and 
married Clementina Gordon, daughter of 
George Gordon of Buckie. In the old House of 
Aberlour was found the following letter, ad-
dressed to Patrick Gordon by the young Che-
valier from Dalnacardoch in August 1745: "My 
dear Gordon, I am to be at and trust 
to see you there, with as many men as you 
can raise to rally round the Royal" Standard. 
I am yours faithfully, Charles E. Stewart." 
One cannot help wondering why Prince, 
Charles should have signed his name in this 
unusual manner. Patrick Gordon kept out of 
the lising, but his son and heir, James, re-
sponded to the call. He was described in May 
1746 as "A Captain and very active in his sta-
tion, has been in the country since Culloden 
battle but lurking." He joined Priuce Charles 
at Edinburgh in October 1745 with two com-
panies of foot from Banffshire. In December, 
Gordon of Avochie and he unsuccessfully at-
tempted to prevent M'Leod and his forces 
from crossing the Spey. In the "list of per-
sons not yet apprehended against whom there 
are proofs of having been concerned in the 
late Rebellion," dated November 22, 1746, ap-
pears the name of James Gordon of Aberlour, 
Junr. No evidence was found against him but 
his house at Culquoich was burned. 

James Gordon of Birkenbush 
is described as "Gentleman, Birkenbush, Banff. 
A Lieutenant and was very active—wounded 
at Inverurie skirmish." The fight at Inver-
urie took place on December 23, 1745, between 
Lord Lewis Gordon's troops and some soldiers 
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under Macleod of Macleod and George Munro 
of Culcairn. Government troops were defeated 
and forced to retire, thus leaving all the coun-
try between Aberdeen and the Spey for Prince 
Charles. James Gordon of Birkenbush was 
very dangerously wounded in the skirmish, 
but it seems he recovered, as he married an 
Elizabeth Gordon and had issue. 

James Gordon of Cobairdy 
was son of Sir James Gordon of Park, by his 
second wife, Margaret Elphinstone, widow of 
George Leslie of Balquhain. He was therefore 
half brother to Sir William Gordon of Park 
and to Captain John Gordon, who succeeded to 
Park after the attainder of Sir William. It is 
not clear when he acquired Cobairdy but he 
remained in possesson during his life and was 
able to hand it on to his heirs. Born in 1723, 
he married Mary Forbes, daughter of James 
15th Lord Forbes, who is described as "a very 
sweet tempered woman, but not very hand-
some," and by her had "Sir" Ernest Gordon 
(who annexed the Park estates and baronetcy) 
and William, sometime a Lieutenant in the 
Russian Navy. A curious position arose from 
his marriage with Mary Forbes, as the 15th 
Lord Forbes married, secondly, in 1741, Eliza-
beth. daughter of Sir James Gordon of Park, 
who was sister to James Gordon of Cobairdy. 
Thus the latter was both son-in-law and bro-
ther-in-law to Lord Forbes! 

James Gordon joined Prince Charles at Holy-
rood in company with several other lairds 
from Banffshire in October 1745, and his action 
was described as "a great surprise" for "he 
had no manner of tincture that way, but be-
ing a rambling young lad, was determined 
mostly by comradeship and something too by 
the high regard he had for Lord Pitsligo." In 
his absence, Cobairdy's estate and house suf-
fered when the King's army passed by just 
before Culloden, but Cumberland, with a jus-
tice which was absent from his proceedings 
after his victory, seems to have compensated 
the wife of the absent Jacobite. 

Gordon of Cobairdy seems to have been pre-
sent at Culloden, and after the battle went to 
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Rothiemurchus where he met the Chevalier 
Johnstone, Sir William Gordon of Park, and 
John Gordon of Avochie. These four went to-
gether to Banff where they separated for rea-
sons of safety. It is presumed that James 
Gordon remained in hiding till a favourable 
opportunity came of escaping abroad. He 
went to France, and in 1747 was living at 
Cleves. Louis XV. gave him a Company in 
the French Service and a pension. In June 
1749, it is recorded that his pension could not 
be paid, as his dwelling was unknown. In 
1756 he was described as living at Liege "in a 
very bad house." Some time after this he 
must have returned to live at Cobairdy, for 
in February 1772 Lord Fife in writing to Lord 
Suffolk for a pardon for James Gordon of Co-
bairdy. said that he lived near Lord Fife and 
that "he visits and is visited by everybody in 
the county." Lord Suffolk replied that it was 
best to leave matters as they were, if the 
gentleman was not molested. James Gordon 
died at Aberdeen May 11, 1773. 

James Cordon of Clastirem 
was son of George Gordon of Glastirem, a Ro-
man Catholic. The Gordons of Glastirem were 
cadets of the Gordons of Letterfourie and the 
estate was valued in 1745 at £200 per annum. 
James Gordon married Mary, daughter of 
Charles Hay of Rannes and widow of John 
Leith of Leith-hall, he was therefore brother-
in-law of Andrew Hay of Rannas. In Lord 
Rosebery' s List he is entered as "James Gor-
don of Clashtirum, Banff. A Captain and very 
active in recruiting men for the rebels." He 
joined Prince Charles at Edinburgh in Oc-
tober 1745, under Lord Pitsligo. In May 1746 he 
was lurking, but subsequently surrendered at 
Fochabers to Robert Bayly. Being excepted 
from the Act of general pardon 1747. his wife 
appealed to Lord Findlater on his behalf. In 
1748 he petitioned the King; "Being young" (he 
was 26 at the beginning of the rising) "and 
without experience, was unfortunately se-
duced to enter the late rebellion: but his con-
duct was attended by no aggravating circum-
stances for your petitioner never bore any 
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commission" (though Lord Rosebery's List 
states he was a Captain) "nor levied men, nor 
touched public mony, nor did any manner of 
hurt to your Majestie's faithfull subjects, but, 
on the contrary, constantly refused to obey 
every command of this sort." On 12th Oc-
tober 1748 he was tried with many others be-
fore a special Jury in the High Court of Jus-
ticiary, Edinburgh, but for want of eviden-e 
no bill was found against him and he was dis-
charged. He died 22nd February 1783, aged 64, 
leaving issue. 

John Gordon of Beldorney 
was eldest son of James Gordon of Beldorney 
and Kildrummy and was born in 1723. He 
fought at Culloden and on his return home 
his wife hid him in a secret chamber at Bel-
dorney. Another version of the story is that 
his widowed mother occupied Beldorney Castle 
and shortly after Culloden a man was em-
ployed to build dry-stone dykes on the estate. 
This workman must have been employed for 
some time, for the number of dykes erected by 
him was considerable. He was inexperienced, 
for the dykes were not very well built. One 
clay he disappeared as suddenly as he came, 
and it subsequently turned out that he was 
none other than James Gordon of Beldorney 
whose hurried departure was probably due to 
his identity becoming known to the authori-
ties. 

John Gordon married. 4th September 1745, 
Margaret Frances, daughter of Patrick Smyth 
of Methven and had two sons. He died in Oc-
tober 1760, aged 37. 

John Gordon of Glenbucket. 
Banffshire's most famous Jacobite was born 

in 1673, as he writes in 1747 that he was 74 years 
of age. He was the son of John Gordon, who 

bought Glenbucket in 1701. Little is known 
of his youth except that he was at King's 
College, Aberdeen, where he had as a fellow 
student the celebrated Lord Lovat. After leav-
ing Aberdeen, he returned to Glenbucket and 
for some years acted as bailie on the Strath-
bogie estates of the Duke of Gordon. In 1724 he 
was nearly murdered by a party of six Mac-
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phersons who came to his house one night, but 
Gordon, though ill, with his broadsword drove 
all six from the room and out of the house. 
Previous to this he had been out in the '15, was 
present at the battle of Sheriffmuir, and sub-
sequently returned peaceably to his home. In 
1757 he sold the estate of Glenbucket to Lord 
Braco (it has beeen suggested that he did this 
to be ready to give assistance to Prince 
Charles) and became a tenant of his Chief, 
the Duke of Gordon, on the farm of St Bridget. 
Tomintoul. In the same year he visited the old 
Chevalier at Rome, when plans for the future 
rising were undoubtedly discussed, and he was 
given a Major General's commission. Proud in 
the possession of this he returned to Scotland 
and for the next few years, though outwardly 
carrying orn (his usual affairs. he was secretly 
working hard for the restoration of the Stuarts. 
Dr Blaikie, following Captain Colin, would 
make Glenbucket chiefly responsible for there 
having been a rising of 1745 at all. 

When Prince Charles landed in July 1745, 
John Gordon of Glenbucket (he retained tha t 
title all his life though the property was no 
longer his) despite his advanced years—he was 
then 72—was one of the first men to join the 
Prince. Supported by three sons and a grand-
son, he met the young Chevalier at Kinloch-
moidart, in August 18, when he delivered up to 
him Captain Swettenham of General Guise's 
regiment, who had been captured on his way 
from Fort William to Ruthven. On August 28 
Glenbucket was sent by the Prince from Dal-
whinnie to raise men in the Braes of Mar as 
well as in the Enzie and Upper Banffshire 
districts. He frequently adopted severe meas-
ures. seizing and compelling the unwilling to 
take part. On September 7 he requisitioned a 
number of horses, appropriating the Duke o ' 
Gordon's from Gordon Castle, others from 
Fochabers and Auchlunkart. The fame of his 
exploits spread far and near, and rumour 
had it that even George II.. safe in London, 
would sometimes wake in terror lest "de Great 
Glenbogged was coming." when General Cope 
arrived at Aberdeen from Inverness on Septem-
ber 11, Glenbucket was at Strathbogie and 
there was great fear that he would surprise the 
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town and capture the magazines which were 
there for the Army, so Cope took ample meas-
ures to protect the town. George Munro of 
Culcairn with 200 troops had accompanied Cope 
to Aberdeen and returning by way of Banff, 
entered that town on the very day that Glen-
bucket left it. The latter had now by various 
means collected between 300 and 400 men, ably 
assisted by his nephew, John Gordon of 
Avochie, and having received an urgent sum-
mons from Prince Charles to rejoin without de-
lay, he proceeded south by the westerly roads, 
thus avoiding Aberdeen and the low parts of 
the country. In the march south he is de-
scribed as "an old man, much crouched, who 
rode on a little grey highland beast." He 
was so feeble that he had to be assisted to 
mount his horse and he was racked with 
rheumatism. One account states that he had 
been bedridden for some time before 1745. 

He was too late to take part in the victory of 
Prestonpans, but he immediately became a 
member of Prince Charles' Council which was 
then formed and was present at its delibera-
tions as long as it lasted. He took part in the 
advance into England and the retreat from 
Derby; he was present at the battle of Falkirk 
on January 17, 1746, but in March he was once 
more back in Strathbogie levying money and 
forcing men. He rejoined Prince Charles and 
fought at Culloden. In May he is described as 
being in the hills." In June 1746 he was tried 
at Southwark, found guilty and attainted, 
whilst he himself was wandering about Banff-
shire being eagerly searched for by the Go-
vernment troops. In spite of all attempts to 
capture him, Glenbucket lurked near St Brid-
get for some months and saw his house pil-
laged and burned out after he escaped from it. 
It is said that he lay in the heather a short 
distance away and watched the house burning. 
Hounded out of Banffshire, disguised as a beg-
gar, he travelled across Aberdeenshire, and. 
with James Moir of Stoneywood and Sir Alex-
ander Bannerman, he embarked on November 
25, 1746, on a small Swedish sloop from the 

coast of Buchan and landed in Norway. After 
great privations he reached Stromstad. in 
Sweden, where he nearly died. Ultimately he 
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found his way to St Ouen, in France. Towards 
the end of 1747, he went to live at Boulogne 
with the exiled Jacobite colony, and died there 
on June 16, 1750. 

John Gordon of Glenbucket married Jean, 
elder daughter of Harry Forbes of Boyndlie. 
and had four sons and six daughters— 

John, the eldest, born 1707, lived at Auch-
riachan. He raised men for the Prince and ac-
cording to Lord Rosebery's List, he "took the 
name of Colonel but was not above a week with 
them" and then returned to Auchriachan. In 
June 1746 he was imprisoned at Inverness and 
in July he was taken in the transport Pamela 
to London. He was left in prison for some 
time, and on November 1st was removed to the 
house of Mr Dick, a messenger. He petitioned 
the King for his release, saying that he had 
been utterly blind for several years past. Lord 
Elcho states that he had drunk himself blind. 
On June 20 he was discharged from the house 
of Mr Dick, in consequence of the general in-
demnity and was given 10 guineas to carry him 
home to Scotland. This sum was double the 
gratuity given to other Scottish prisoners, pre-
sumably on account of his blindness. 

David lived at Delavorar. He died in March 
1746. In Lord Rosebery's List he appears as 
"David Gordon of Kirkhill, a Lieutenant in the 
Rebel Army. Dead." He had in September 
1745 forcibly carried off James Gordon, yr., of 
Terpersie, who was afterwards a prisoner at 
Carlisle, and when tried at Southwark was re-
prieved. 

George, who fought at Culloden, and died as 
a Doctor in Jamaica. 

Alexander, fourth son, who was in the Russian 
Navy and was killed in the Black Sea in 1740. 

Helen, married John Macdonell of Glengarry, 
and so became stepmother of Alastair Mac-
donell. "Young Glengarry." whom Andrew 
Lang described as "Pickle the Spy." 

Isobel, married to Dcnald Macdonell of Loch-
garry. 

Christian, married to George Forbes of Skell-
ater. who escaped to France after Culloden. 

Their son was "Jock Forbes," the famous 
Portuguese General. 
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And three younger daughters, Henrietta, 
Clementina, Cecilia. 

John Gordon of Glenbucket had three sons, 
one grandson and one nephew, besides three 
sons-in-law, concerned in the '45 — a stalwart 
Jacobite family. 

James Gordon of Minmore 
was eldest son of Win. Gordon, third Laird of 
Minmore. He was a. Captain in the Jacobite 
Army. In Lord Rosebery's List he is entered 
under Elgin and is stated to have behaved 
discreetly and protected houses of Sir Harry 
Innes and several ministers. He wandered 

about the country after Culloden for it is men-
tioned that he has "no residence" and appar-
ently he was accompanied by Alexander 

M'Donald, Servant, Minmore, who carried 
arms in the Rebel Army and is described as 
being "in the Braes." John Gordon, benefiting 
by the Act of Indemnity of 1747, seems to have 
returned later to Minmore and was served 
heir to his father in August 1767. He married 
and had four sons. He died in August 1776. 

Sir William Gordon of Park 
was eldest son of Sir James Gordon of Park 
and his wife Helen Fraser. He was born in 
1712. Active in county matters, in 1745 he was 
appointed Convener of Banffshire, and pre-
sided at a meeting of Commissioners of Supply 
at Banff at which were also present Arthur 
Gordon of Carnousie, John Innes, younger of 
Edingight, and George Abernethy, described 
as "Eldest Baillie of Banff." all of whom be-
came prominent Banffshire Jacobites. 

He married in June 1745 Janet Duff, second 
daughter of Lord Braco. She is said to have 
eloped with him from Rothiemay, leaping 
from a window for the purpose. He joined the 
Prince at Perth in September 1745. fought at 
Prestonpans, and was given a commission by 
the Prince as Lieutenant-Colonel in Lord Pit-
sligo's Regiment of Horse. He was one of 
Prince Charles' Council and marched with the 
army to Derby, "dressed in a sort of highland 
clothes." When some Jacobites pillaged Cullen 
House on April 8, 1746, the Duke of Cumber-
land withdrew the protection he had granted 
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to the house of Park, but a contemporary ac-
count states that "most of the effects were 
carried off from Park that were of any value." 
that is, before the Government troops arrived. 
He fought at Culloden, and after being in hid-
ing for a time a t Rothiemurchus, returned to 
Park, but quitting his house he went to the 
farm of Craigmartin, just below the Knock 
Hill, close to Glenbarry station. Here he must 
have remained for some time, as a number of 
soldiers were told off to watch the estate of 
Park and camped just outside the house. The 
remains of their encampment can still be 
traced and in the family used to be known 
familiarly as "the ramparts ." The bed Sir 
William slept in when a t Craigmartin was 
sold some years ago, and the late Mr Duff of 
Drummuir and Park regretted very much tha t 
he did not buy it. The Act of Attainder laid 
down that if Sir William Gordon of Park and 
others should not surrender themselves to one 
of his Majesty's Justices of Peace on or before 
the 12th day of July 1746, they should be at-
tainted of High Treason. He did not surrender 
himself, and so the attainder took effect. He, 
with some others, made his way to Arbroath 
where for £15 passage money each, the party 
sailed on a Danish ship. 

Lady Gordon went abroad and joined her 
husband in Prance, taking her infant daugh-
ter with her. Sir William, however, seems to 
have made a rash re turn to this country af ter 
his first escape. More than one at tainted 
Jacobite did this, among others Dr Archibald 
Cameron, Lochiel's brother, who made several 
trips back and forward, being finally caught 
and executed a t Tyburn on June 7, 1753. Pre-
sumably urgent business impelled Sir Wm. 
Gordon to take the risk and he was very 
nearly captured by some Government troops 
a t the end of October 1747. On November 4, 
Lord Findlater reported to the Lord Justice 
Clerk that on the previous Sunday a par ty 
of soldiers from Banff and Cullen had made 
an ineffectual search for "persons at tainted 
and exempt from the indemnity." The com-
mander of this party was, curiously enough, a 
Captain Gordon. In the neighbourhood of 
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Park they had seen a mounted and well-
dressed man "who crossed their front at a 
quarter of a mile's distance in a hand gallop." 
When the Captain sent an officer to examine 
him he at once "set spurs to his horse," and 
then the Captain and the officers pursued him. 
On noticing this "he drove through the boggs 
up a hill as fast as he could but the officers 
in pursuing got their horses bogg'd and found 
themselves invironed with dykes and boggs, so 
that he fairly made his escape through his 
better knowledge of the couutry." It is sug-
gested that the spot where this incident oc-
curred is the Knock. After the individual had 
escaped the officers cross-questioned some of 
the local people who admitted that the man 
was Sir William Gordon of Park. Shortly 
after this he again escaped abroad. He was 
appointed Lt.-Colonel of Lord Ogilvy's regi-
ment in the French service; he died at Douai, 
June 5, 1751, and was buried in the ramparts 
a t that place. His brother, Captain John Gor-
don of the Marines, held the estate of Park till 
his death in 1781. Lady Gordon was left very 
badly off after Sir William's death and was 
still at Douai in 1752. She returned to Scot-
land that summer and in 1753 she married 
George Hay of Mountblairy, another Jacobite. 
She died in 1758. 

Wil l iam G r a n t of Blair f i indy 
appears to have "carried arms" in Prince 
Charles' army and after Culloden he submitted 
to the King's mercy. In May 1746 he is de-
scribed as being "at home," so he probably 
was not considered a person to be dealt with 
severely. Two of his sons were also "out" in 
the '45—John, who "was a Lieutenant in the 
Jacobite army but deserted." and David, "an 
officer," who returned to Blairflndy with his 
father. 
Andrew Hay, younger of Rannes, 

was born in 1713, eldest son of Charles Hay of 
Rannes. He attended a county meeting on 
June 1, 1742, and the minutes record that he 
then took the oath of allegiance to King 
George. But after Prince Charles had raised 
the Standard, Andrew Hay decided to join 
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him, and was appointed a Major of Horse in 
Lord Pitsligo's regiment. It is related that 
Hay, some time after Culloden, hotly pursued 
on his way back to Rannes, rode hard for the 
widest part of the Burn of Rathven and 
jumped it. He dashed on until he thought he 
had reached a safe distance. Then he turned 
to face his pursuers. He found that none had 
dared to follow, and politely raising his hat 
in mock farewell to Cumberland's troopers, 
galloped out of sight. For some time after 
this he was in hiding in and about his estate 
of Rannes and at least on one occasion was 
very nearly captured. Lord Findlater, writ-
ing from Cullen House on November 4, 1747, to 
the Lord Justice Clerk, says: "Young Rannes 
escaped very narrowly from one of the houses 
that was searched." As he was 6 feet 7 inches 
in height, he would have been easily recog-
nised and it must have been difficult for him 
to find a hiding place. 

In 1747 he petitioned for the Royal mercy, but 
there is no record of the response, and he may 
have gone abroad for a time as in his corres-
pondence he states that at some date unknown 
he met Lord Kellie in Paris. The Annual Re-
gister for May 1759 records that "on the 7th 
instant The House of Rannes in the Enzie. 
North Britain, was consumed by fire." This 
may account for the present curious appear-
ance of the existing house of Rannes It con-
sists of two separate dwelling-houses facing 
one another, probably the wings of the old 
house, the central part of which was most 
likely completely burnt out and the ruined 
walls subsequently removed. Andrew Hay 
must have been living undisturbed at Rannes 
for some years before 1772 for in that year 
Lord Fife applied for a formal pardon for him 
and James Gordon of Cobairdy. On May 29, 
1781, Mrs Macleod of Macleod wrote to Andrew 
Hay—"It gives me the greatest pleasure to see 
in the News papers that Government had 
most properly made you perfect master of 
your own Estate again, which I hope you will 
long enjoy in health and comfort." He died, 
unmarried, August 29, 1789, aged 76, and was 
buried in the Rannes Aisle of the old Church 
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of Rathven. The church was demolished in 
1794, but the Rannes Aisle remains. A large 
tablet to the memory of several generations 
of the Hays of Rannes was put up in the 
Rathven Church by Miss Jean Hay, sister of 
Andrew, under the direction of William Rose. 
Andrew Hay, a few months previous to his 
death, sold the property of Rannes to Lord 

Findlater and it now forms part of the Sea-
field Estates. 

George Hay, Younger of Montblairy, 
was the second son of Andrew Hay of Mount-
blairy, Writer to the Signet. He took part in 
the '45, whilst his father Andrew, appointed 
Sheriff-Depute of Banffshire in 1714 and Col-
lector of Cess for the County, was still alive. 
He was about 22 when Prince Charles raised 
his Standard, and he does not seem to have 
taken a very active part ill the operations. It 
is presumed that he was able to return home 
peacefully and his conduct cannot have been 
very deeply enquired into, for in January 1751, 
he was served heir to his father Andrew, in 
Montblairy. 

George Hay bought the estate of Carnousie, 
which had previously belonged to Arthur Gor-
don, and in 1753 he married Janet Duff, daugh-
ter of Lord Braco and widow of Sir Wm. Gor-
don of Park. At Carnousie, George Hay and 
his wife lived happily for some years. She 
died at Carnousie March 4, 1758. In 1760 George 
Hay married secondly "Miss Peggy Sinclair of 
Scotscalder" and by her had a son Andrew, 
who succeeded to Montblairy, and a daughter 
Dorothea, who married General Patrick Duff. 
George Hay died at Edinburgh July 2, 1771. 

C o l o n e l J a m e s I n n e s 
is mentioned in Lord Rosebery's List of Rebels 
as "Overseer of the highways, Cullen. Aide de 
Camp to Lord Ogilvie, threatened the Officer 
of Excise when doing his duty. Prisoner." He 
was third son of Sir Alex. Innes, 2nd baronet 
of Coxton, Morayshire, and in the family re-
cords it is stated that he was a Captain in 
Queen Anne's army. The date of his birth is 
not known, but his brother. Sir George Innes, 
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who got into debt and sold Coxton to William 
Duff of Dipple in 1714, died at Perth in the 
winter of 1715. James Innes took part in the 
affair of 1715, and subsequently for many 
years occupied an important post in the 
affairs of the county of Banff, having been ap-
pointed in 1725 as general overseer of the 
county roads. He served in that capacity 
until 1745, and in the minutes he is sometimes 
referred to as Captain James Innes and at 
other times as Colonel. At a meeting of the 
Commissioners of Supply of Banffshire on 
July 20, 1727, Captain James Innes, general 
overseer, was allowed a salary of £100 Sc.— 
£8 6s 8d per annum! 

In the '45, willingly or unwillingly, he joined 
Prince Charles, and was one of those who sur-
rendered in December at Carlisle, and when 
he was tried in August 1746 a bill of indict-
ment was found against him. At his trial he 
pleaded that he was "near seventy years of 
age and that 300 men came into Cullen and 
forced him to go with them." At first he em-
phatically declared that he was not guilty but 
later he retracted and pleaded guilty, in the 
hopes no doubt of obtaining mercy from the 
Crown. In this, however, he was disappointed, 
for on September 22 he was sentenced to death, 
and on October 21 with seven others he was 
executed at Brampton, nine miles north-east 
of Carlisle. 

John Innes, Younger of Edingight, 
was eldest son of John Innes of Edingight, 
who married Jean Duff, eldest daughter and 
one of the 36 children of Patrick Duff of 
Craigston. John Innes, the younger, was born 
21st February 1721. He joined Prince Charles' 
army as a Volunteer, and when he returned 
after the defeat of Culloden "his father would 
not harbour" him. He lurked for a time and 
when matters quietened down he went home 
and possibly was reconciled to his father, who 
died before 1751. In August 1753 John Innes 
married Elizabeth Grant of Carron and had 
four sons and five daughters. He died 1st 
June 1790. 
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W a l t e r O g i l v i e 
was described as a Writer in Banff. He ob-
tained a Lieutenancy in Lord Lewis Gordon's 
regiment and was made prisoner at Carlisle 
on 30th December 1745. He, with several other 
officers from Carlisle, was taken up to London 
and tried at the Court of St Margaret Hill, 
Southward, in August 1746. In the list of Scot-
tish Jacobite officers taken at Carlisle he is 
put down as a Lieutenant in Lord Lewis Gor-
don's regiment but in depositions of his trial 
three witnesses speak of him as an Ensign in 
the Duke of Perth's regiment and one attests 
that he carried the colours of that regiment 
into Carlisle. An eye-witness describes him as 
being in the Castle at Carlisle "armed with 
broadsword and dirk, blue bonnet and white 
cockade." At his trial it was stated that he 
was 25 years of age, being born of "creditable" 
parents, that his father was still alive, that 
he was educated as a Protestant and taught 
the principles of loyalty to the existing mon-
archy; but "having kept company with some 
rebels when they entered Banff he imbibed 
their principles and joined the Jacobite army 
under Lord Lewis Gordon, who of regard for 
his family and his own natural vivacity, gave 
him a Lieutenant's commission." When his 
father saw what he contemplated he used 
every argument to dissuade him from it; but 
Walter replied that he was so thoroughly con-
vinced of the righteousness of the cause in 
which he had resolved to engage that he 
thought himself bound, both by the laws of 
God and man, to assist with all his power 
Prince Charles in recovering his just rights. 

On August 2nd Walter Ogilvie was brought 
to the bar, pleaded guilty, and was sentenced 
to death with two other prisoners named 
Donald Macdonald and James Nicholson. Dur-
ing the interval that occurred before his exe-
cution he sometimes asserted that "he was de-
ceived by the Duke of Perth and the gentle-
man that styled himself the French Ambassa-
dor, who also assured him that all Prince 
Charles' party were entitled to the benefit of 
the Cartel settled at Frankfort, if they should 
happen to be made prisoners, which assur-
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ance made him in the Council of War propose 
to surrender Carlisle: and that he desired life 
only that he might go against the French 
King, who by his emissaries had seduced him 
and many of his neighbours into the rebel-
lion." On August 19th the warrant of execu-
tion arrived and the three prisoners were re-
moved from Newgate to the county gaol. Pre-
vious to this, they had lived "in a thoughtless 
jovial manner," but finding themselves under 
sentence of death, "they began to he more 
serious, though they continued stedfast in the 
principles which ruined them." Early in the 
morning of August 22nd, having been "un-
chained from the floor, they were brought into 
the foreyard of the gaol, where their iron3 
were knocked off." They were then "all three 
drawn on one sledge," Macdonald and Nichol-
son in Highland, Ogilvie in Lowland dress, to 
the place of execution on Kennington Common, 
where they spent nearly an hour at their de-
votions. Ogilvie read from Kettlewell, "a 
prayer for a person who is condemned for the 
testimony of God's truth and righteousness." 
He also delivered a paper to the officer of the 
guards. None of them spoke to the crowd. 
After the halters were fixed to the gallows, 
the prisoners again prayed for a few minutes 
before they were executed. "Ogilvie died very 
hard, being a robust young man." After hav-
ing hung for 15 minutes the order ran "to be 
hanged by the neck but not till they be dead 
—for they must be cut down alive," they were 
all three taken down and laid on the stage, 
their bodies cut open and their hearts and 
bowels taken out and "burnt before their 
faces" in a fire, and then their heads were cut 
off. Their heads and bodies, having been 
taken back in the sledge to the New Gaol, were 
delivered to their friends, and on the evening 
of August 26th were conveyed in three hearses, 
attended by mourning coaches, and were in-
terred in one grave in what -was then called 
the Bloomsbury New Burying Ground. 

This concludes the roll of those Banffshire 
men loyal to the Jacobite cause in the '45 
about whom there is detailed information. It 
has not been possible within the limits of this 
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paper to include a number of their comrades 
about whom Fame is rather more silent, but 
it is well to remember that there were many 
supporters of Prince Charles in humble life 
whose names will ever be held in equal rever-
ence, and many others, nameless, and often 
entirely guiltless victims of Cumberland's 
cruelty. So ends the sad but ever romantic 
story of the share taken by some Banffshire 
Jacobites in this our last civil war. 

At the close Sheriff More said it was his 
duty to ask them to accord Mr Tayler a 
hearty vote of thanks for his excellent paper. 
It had been extremely interesting and one 
could realise the amount of labour that had 
gone to the preparation of it. It was perhaps 
difficult for them, listening to it. to under-
stand the great amount of work behind that 
kind of thing but in some small way he could 
appreciate it. The paper would in the natural 
course of events appear amongst the printed 
proceedings of the Field Club and then, he 
was glad to think, a much larger audience 
would be able to read at their leisure that ex-
traordinary contribution to the literature of 
Banffshire. (Cheers.) He was not without 
hopes that at some future date Mr Tayler 
would give them something of the kind again 
on wider lines or in a more general way. 
(Cheers.) In the name of the Club he thanked 
Mr Tayler for having given such a really in-
teresting contribution to their proceedings. 
(Cheers.) 

The vote of thanks was warmly accorded, 
and Mr Tayler in returning thanks expressed 
his pleasure at being able to assist the Club, 
and said he might perhaps be able to meet 
them on another occasion. (Cheers.) 

It was intimated that a paper had been re-
ceived from Dr Mahood dealing with the Mi-
gration of Birds, and it was agreed that it 
should be read at a future meeting. 

The President indicated that it was pro-
posed to have probably one more winter meet-
ing and perhaps one or two field days during 
the summer, on one of which they expected to 
be accompanied by Dr W. Douglas Simpson, 
Aberdeen. 
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