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T H U R S D A Y . D E C E M B E R 8 , 1927 . 

The annual meeting of the Club was held in 
the Reading Room of the Public Library, 
Banff, this evening, the president, Sheriff J. W. 
More in the chair. 

Nine new members were nominated for elec-
tion. 

Annual Report. 
Dr M'Pherson, joint hon. secretary, presented 

the annual report in the following terms:— 
In presenting the forty-eighth Annual Re-

port of the Club we feel that, though the year 
just completed has not. been marked by any 
unusual activity, we are grateful that the Club 
is again functioning, and that it bids fair to 
continue in the years to come its interesting 
and important work. 

At the Annual Meeting the President—Sheriff 
More—gave an exhaustive and scholarly paper 
on Thomas Ruddiman, one of Banffshire's most 
distinguished sons. A native of the neighbour-
ing parish of Boyndie, he ultimately found his 
life's work in the Advocates' Library, Edin-
burgh. The Sheriff described in full detail the 
history of the Library and the valuable ser-
vices rendered to it in its early years by Rud-
diman, its Librarian. His main claim to fame, 
however, rests on his authorship of the Rudi-
ments ot the Latin Language, first issued in 
1714, and which continued for generations to 
be the recognised Text Book and formed the 
basis of subsequent works on the same subject. 

At an ordinary meeting on 4th February the 
President read a paper by Sheriff Scott Mon-
crieff giving a bracing and lucid account ot 
the formation of the Club and of some of the 
men who had helped to place it on a firm and 
permanent footing. A melancholy interest at-
tached to the reading of the paper when it 
was learnt that the author had passed away. 

At the same meeting a paper was read by 
Dr Freeland Fergus of Glasgow on the Physi-
ology of Vision." The paper, which raised 
many difficult points with regard to vision. 
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was listened to with rapt attention, and a t the 
close an animated discussion was taken par t 
in by many of the members present. 

At a meeting on 21st March a paper-was read 
by Alister N. Tayler of Glenbarry on "Some 
Banffshire Wives." Mr Tayler is coming to be 
recognised as a. leading authori ty on the His-
tory of Banffshire and his contributions to the 
Transactions of the Banffshire Field Club are 
highly appreciated. Mr Tayler sketched with 
a facile and fertile pen the conditions that 
prevailed in our county several generations 
ago. He was cordially thanked for his address 
and a hope was expressed tha t he would soon 
again contribute something to our Transac-
tions from his seemingly inexhaustible store. 

What has come to be known as the Summer 
Meeting of the Club was held this year on 16th 
July at Cullen House. There was a, large turn-
out of members. Mr David T. Samson, factor 
on the Seafield Estates, acted as guide. He 
conducted the party over Cullen House, dis-
coursing on the historical interest of the 
building, and describing in vivid language the 
phases through which it had passed during 
its 500 years of existence. The house contains 
many valuable paintings and artistic treas-
ures, and these were described with a wealth 
of detail which showed that Mr Samson had 
acquired a marvellously complete knowledge 
of this gorgeous building and its contents. 

After leaving Cullen House the members were 
conducted over the policies. On visiting the 
Pinetum Mr Samson described many fine speci-
mens of trees which had been planted as ob-
ject lessons for all concerned in Forestry and 
for the use and instruction of the estate offi-
cials engaged in planting the magnificent 
forests on the Strathspey portion of the estate 

Mr Samson and the Misses Samson hospit 
ably entertained the members to tea, and the 
President, on behalf of the Club, conveyed to 
them their hearty thanks for their kindness 
throughout the day. I t was agreed by all that 
the outing had been most successful. I t was 
one of the most enjoyable in the history of the 
Club. 

On 20th August the Club had a Field Excur-
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sion. The route chosen was by the Banff 
Bridge, Gellymill Road, Gaveny Brae, Mont-
coffer Woods and Duff House Grounds. Mr K. 
W. Braid, B.A., B.Sc., Professor of Botany, 
West of Scotland Agricultural College, acted 
as guide. A great variety of plants was found 
in the course of the journey, and they were 
lucidly described by the Professor. Lively dis-
cussion took place with regard to various bo-
tanical specimens and this was keenly entered 
into hy several members of the party. 

During the course of the year the printed 
matter belonging to the Club was rearranged 
and stored in the Reading Room of the Public 
Library — permission having been kindly 
granted by the Banff Town Council. Complete 
bound sets of the Transactions from 1880 till 
1926 were presented to the National Library in 
Edinburgh, to the Banff Public Library, and 
one complete set is retained by the Secretary. 
Sets already in the Aberdeen University 
Library, Aberdeen Public Library and the 
Glasgow Public Library were brought up to 
date. All these public bodies were pleased to 
receive the contributions and have sent letters 
of cordial thanks. There are other three sets 
in the hands of the Club and the completion 
of these is meantime held up by the want of 
the record of two meetings, June 17th, 1920, 
containing a paper on the "Philosopher's 
Stone" by A. J . Leigh, B.Sc., and June 25th 
and 26th, 1920, giving an account of a Joint 
Meeting at Elgin where a paper was read by 
Mr A. J . Leigh, Duff House, on 'The Cold Spell 
of November 1919." The Secretary has as yet 
failed to find copies of these. Any member 
who has copies in his possession or knows 
where they can be found is requested to write 
to the Secretary-

The Treasurer, Mr Tough, will submit his 
financial statement and from it you will find 
that we have a substantial credit balance and 
that our membership has increased. 

Finances. 
Mr John Tough, hon. treasurer, presented 

the financial statement. There was a, balance 
in hand at the beginning of the year cf £109 
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1s 8d; there were collected 48 subscriptions 
from gentlemen £12 10s and 16 from ladies £2; 
and interest on deposit receipt and war bond 
£4 1s 6d. The expenditure was—printing, &c., 
£18 13s 6d; postages £2 13s 8d and miscellane-
ous Is 6d. The balance in hand at 29th Novem-
ber was £106 4s 6d. There were then 5 life 
members, 5 hon. members and 78 ordinary 
members. 

The President spoke on the gratifying nature 
of both reports and they were adopted, Dr 
M'Pherson and Mr Tough receiving the thanks 
of the meeting. 

Work of the Club. 
A paper was read by Rev. Dr Bruce, Banff, 

an original member, on Reminiscences of the 
Club. He said— 

A Field Club is just a club of those who 
want to know the fields. They don't despise 
the town, but they love the country. We may 
try to get rus in urbe: hut also wish to find 
urbs in rure. "God made the country; man 
made the town." In the fields Nature is seen 
a t her best. She reveals all her secrets. She 
opens to us the pages of her poetic drama and 
gives us frankly the knowledge of her sea-
sonal changes. 

Periodically she briags to us the opening 
Spring, and then we rejoice in her annual 
Renaissance. Then she gives us Summer and 
we delight in her sunshine. Anon she leads in 
Autumn and everything rushes to ripening. 
Then comes Winter with its echoes of the an-
cient Glacial Epoch, an.l invading winds from 
the North Pole and the migration to our 
shores of the fieldfares and the redwings 
across the sea from "Norroway ower the 
faem": and all growth stops. 

And every one of these four seasons casts its 
own spell upon us. And to feel the full power of 
the spell we must quit the town and get out 
to the country. Winter we shall never know 
in the artificially heated city: we must t ramp 
the frozen roads and climb the snowy Cairn-
gorms. Only there do we get at Nature's 
hibernal secrets. 

Similarly in Spring we shall never know the 
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