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TUESDAY, MARCH 19, 1929. 

A well attended meeting of the Banffshire 
Field Club was held at Banff this evening when 
there was read a valuable paper by Mr Alis-
ta i r Tayler of Glenbarry on the Lords Banff-
Sheriff More, who presided, in calling on Mr 
Tayler, said he did not need to introduce him 
to the Club for he was well known to them all, 
and he was one of their most loyal members. 
He had come from London for the single pur-
pose of reading the paper, showing how keen 
was his interest in the work of the Society. 

THE LORDS BANFF. 
Mr Tayler's paper was in these terms— 
The family of Ogilvie has played a large part 

in the history of Banffshire, one branch of it 
in particular, the Ogilvies of Dunlugas, having 
been much associated with the town of Banff. 
It is hoped that a paper on this branch, which 
was later raised to the peerage, will be of 
interest. 

The origin of the Ogilvies of Dunlugas was as 
follows:—Sir Walter Ogilvie of Lintrathen, 
Lord Treasurer, who died about 1440, had two 
sons— 

(1) Sir John, ancestor of the Earls of Airlie, 
and 

(2) Sir Walter of Auchleven. 
The latter married Margaret, heiress of Sir 
John Sinclair of Deskford and Findlater, and 
had, with other sons— 

(1) Sir James of Deskford and Findlater. 
(2) Sir Walter of Boyne, who married Mar 

garet daughter of Sir James Edmon-
stone of Boyne. 

Sir Walter of Boyne had seven sons, includ-
ing George of Boyne and Sir Walter of Dun-
lugas, ancestor of the Lords of Banff. The 
latter had a son, also Sir Walter of Dunlugas, 
who married Alison Hume, and was for many 
years Provost of Banff and a member of the 
Scottish Privy Council, in the sixteenth cen-
tury. 

The eldest son of Sir Walter was Sir George 
Ogilvie of Dunlugas, who married Beatrix, 
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daughter of George 6th Lord Seton and sister 
of the famous Mary Seton. He obtained Car-
nousie in 1582 and, like his fa ther , was for 
many years Provost of Banff. He died in 1621. 
aged eighty-four. The family is first found 
described as "of Banff" in 1594. 

Sir George Ogilvie had, with other sons— 
(1) Walter Ogilvie of Banff and Dunlugas. 
(2) Sir George of Carnousie. 

Walter Ogilvie of Banff and Dunlugas marr ied 
Helen, daughter of Walter Urquhar t of Crom-
arty, and died in 1627. His eldest son was 
George Ogilvie, who became the 1st Lord Banff! 
He married firstly, in 1610, Margaret, daughter 
of Sir Alex. Irvine of Drum, by whom he had 
an only daughter, Helen, who married, in 1629. 
James Master of Ogilvie afterwards Lord 
Airlie. He married secondly, Janet , daughter 
of Sir William Sutherland of Duffus, by whom 
he had— 

George, second Lord Banff. 
Margaret, married John Lyon of Muiresk. 
Jean, married Patrick Gordon of Badenscoth, 

and 
Mary, who married (1) Walter Innes of Auch-

lunkart , and (2) John Sutherland of 
Kinminity. 

George Ogilvie had on 9th March 1610 a 
charter of the Barony of Dunlugas, but in 
1624, with the consent of his father , Walter, 
he resigned it in favour of Sir Thomas 

Urquhart of Cromarty. From this period the 
family designation "of Dunlugas" is dropped 
and that "of Banff" substituted. 

In 1637 George Ogilvie acquired Forglen 
He was made a Baronet of Nova Scotia in 

1627, and in the same year succeeded his fa ther 
as Provost of Banff. 

Sir George Ogilvie seems to have been a dan-
gerous neighbour, for in the Register of Hom-
ings (1627) is recorded an action raised by Mi-
Alexander Douglas, M.D., son of the bishop, 
and afterwards Provost of Banff, against Sir 
George Ogilvie of Banff and William Gordon, 
burgess, who had conceived deadly hatred and 
malice against the said Mr Alexander Douglas 
and his servant, though it is not said how this 
hatred was shown. 
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Provost Douglas of Banff was the revered 
citizen whose monument was removed from 
the Old Kirkyard, and placed by the second 
Lord Fife outside hie new mausoleum. In con-
sequence of which removal the Ghost of the old 
Provost was said to "wait ." 

James Imlach, in his History of Banff, re-
cords the removal and the ghost's reputed dis-
approval ! 

Strife and Feud. 
In the following year (1628) we find that Sir 

George Ogilvie could go to greater lengths if 
his neighbour did not find favour in his eyes! 
Apparently he had a relation whom he did not 
love. Spalding, in his "History of the 
Troubles," briefly alludee to the savage murder 
committed by Sir George Ogilvie, Ogilvie of 
Oarnousie and others, on James Ogilvie of 
Auchiries, in the following terms:—" About 
Michaelmas in the said year, the laird, there-
a f t e r Lord Banff, unhappily slew James 
Ogilvie, his cousin, being a proper gentleman; 
there was some assythment made for this 
slaughter, and he went peacably." So it ap-
pears tha t af ter a money payment no more 
was heard of the murder. The details may be 
briefly told. The dispute arose from a legal 
action in which James Ogilvie of Auchiries 
acted in the interests of "the Lady Boyne 
Sir George Ogilvie, who hated James, went 
accompanied by some relatives and friends, 
"'with swords, dirks, steelbonnets, hackbuts, 
daggers, pistolets, long guns, &c., under 
silence and cloud of night, about mid-night to 
Margaret Ogilvie her house (wife of the above 
James) in Paddocklaw where she and her 
family were in quiet and sober manner for the 
t ime in their beds taking the night's rest, 
thinking to have rested in peace and security 

under God and our protection." This it is re-
corded in the Sheriff Court Records of the 
County. Apparently, James Ogilvie was absent 
a t the time but the Laird of Banff having 
"chapped at the door" the lady opened it, 
when Sir George Ogilvie and his associates 
burst into the house and "they, in a great rage 
and fury drew their swords and bended their 
pistolets, and held the points of their swords 
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and bended pistolets to her poor naked armless 
servants' breasts, threatening them with pre-
sent death if they revealed not where the said 
James was: thereafter went a thort the haill 
house and chambers, searched with their 
swords, all the beds they found within, and 
were resolved on set purpose to have slain and 
murdered her husband in his bed if 'he hart 
been apprehended." 

Later, at a Head Court in Banff when the un-
fortunate Auchiries appeared in person, before 
Sir George Ogilvie. to plead the cause of Lady 
Boyne. the Provost of Banff and the Laird of 
Carnousie behaved in the most extraordinary 
manner. To quote once more from the Sheriff 
Court Records: "The Laird of Banff, of pre-
cogitate malice and evil will conceived by him 
against the said James Ogilvie, perceiving his 
head uncovered and his bonnet off, struck the 
said James on the bare head with a baton to 
the effusion of blood in great quanti ty and 
thereafter the Lairds of Banff and Carnousie 
and the haill remanent persons complained 
upon, drew their swords within the said tol-
booth in time of Court and 'strake most fearclie 
and crewlie' a t the said James, who defending 
himself with his sword escaped for th of the 
said Tolbooth of Banff to the King's high 
causeway of Banff." But the aggressors had 
no intention of letting him escape. They pur-
sued him into the street and having overtaken 
him, they, being about twenty in all, basely 
murdered the poor man. The Sheriff Court 

Record concludes its ta le: "and gave him many 
cruel and deadly strokes upon his head and 
divers other parts of his body, and especially the 
Laird of Banff with his own hand struck the 
said James behind his back with a sword 
through the fifth rib and through the liver, 
being 'one dead strake' and also the Laird of 
Carnousie most barbarously, shamefully and 
unhumanly shot the said James Ogilvie with 
a pistol charged with two bullets, the top bone 
of his thigh being broken." 

Sir George Ogilvie and his cousin Sir George 
Ogilvie of Carnousie ultimately received 
letters of remission for this murder. 

Truly it was not very safe to incur the 
enmity of the Provost of Banff in those days. 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



In the Privy Council Register of 1629. we find 
tha t Sir George Ogilvie of Banff had some kind 
of dispute with his brother-in-law, James 
Sutherland, Tutor of Duffus, for they were 
both committed to Edinburgh Castle "for their 
misbehaviour to others a t the Counselhous 
doore" and later in the same record there is 
mention of a "Bond of caution by Sir George 
Ogilvie of Banff to keep the peace towards 
James Sutherland, Tutor of Duffus, his wife, 
bairns, tenants, servants, &c., under the 
penalty of 3000 merks," and a similar bond by 
James Sutherland in 2000 merks with respect 
to Sir George Ogilvie, his wife (who was 
Sutherland's sister), aud family. Legal meas-
ures seem to have been necessary to make Sir 
George keep the peace and even to treat his 
wife decently! 

Burning of Frendraught. 
With the feud which culminated in the 

"Burning of Frendraught," on 8th October 
1630 Sir George was closely connected, being 
an ally of the Crichtons. The trouble arose 
from the fact that Sir James Crichton of 
Frendraught had enlarged his property by a 
purchase of land from William Gordon of 
Rothiemay; a dispute ensued as to boundaries 
aud salmon fishings, a lawsuit followed in 
which Crichton was victorious, and this led to 
various outrages committed on Crichton's 
lands by Gordon and his followers. 

On 1st January 1650, James Crichton went to 
Rothiemay with a party of friends and re-
tainers. ill this party was Sir George Ogilvie 
of Banff, who had been granted a commission 
by the Council to arrest the Laird of Rothie-
may. Some account of the happenings may be 
gathered from a "supplication of Sir George 
Ogilvie of Banff and James Crichton of Fren-
draught to be exonerated from the death of 
William Gordon of Rothiemay on the ground 
that he was slain while the supplicants were 
endeavouring to arrest him on the warrant of 
the Council." This is in the Register of the 
Privy Council. When the lairds of Banff ana 
Frendraught came to Rothiemay to seize Wil-
liam Gordon, he and his men must have been 
expecting an attack for "they, reposing their 
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greatest suretie in the Castell of Rothiemay, 
which is ane stronghold, they fortified the same 
with men and victuallis and with powders, 
leade and all other kyn-de of armour, and 
keeped the said house as ane house of warre, 
associating to themselffes all disorderlie and 
lawlesse men in the countrie who made recourse 
unto theme." The supplication states tha t the 
Laird of Banff felt himself bound "out of sole 
respect to His Majesty's authori ty and from 
no private motives'' to accept the Council's 
commission, so "he and the Laird of Fren-
draught with a number of friends"—described 
as "peacable and lawbydding gentlemen"—ad-
vanced to Rothiemay to carry out their orders. 
As soon as they came near they were assailed 
"with ane verie sharpe and hard rancounter 
and shotts of hacquebutts, muskets and pis-
tolets, aud they seeing nothing before their 
eyes but present death, were constrained for 
saufetie of their lyfes to stand to their jus t 
and lawful defence." The issue was, accord-
ing to one account, that Rothiemay, elder, 
received injuries of which he afterwards died, 
while several of the friends of the Laird of 
Banff, gentlemen of good rank and qual i ty , 
were killed, and himself and others "deadlie 
hurt ." Another version of this incident says 
that William Gordon finding his assailants too 
numerous, refused to leave the shelter of 
Rothiemay, but his wife declared tha t if he 
did not go out it would be a reflection on his 
honour. So, with ten servants, he went out to 
fight his enemies; and, overpowered by num-
bers, fell to the ground receiving many wounds. 
The same account relates that he managed t o 
get back to Rothiemay where he found his 
wife and called for drinks for himself and his 
supporters; then "he ordered the pipers to 
play and with his servants he danced round 
about the hall, and having lost much blood, 
and finding himself faint, he desired his lady 
to make his bed, and told her he would never 
rise again." So much for tha t account. Sir 
George Ogilvie's "Supplication" is equally pic-
turesque. It relates how William Gordon of 
Rothiemay, John Gordon, his son (who was 
afterwards burned at Frendraught), Meldrum 
of Eden, and others, "being aucht in number, 
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armed with jackes, lances, hacquebutts and 
pistolets, came out of the place of Rothiemay 
and made their addresse directlie towards ane 
hill where the said Laird of Banff, his Ma-
jesties commissioner, accompanied with ihe 
said Laird of Frendraucht, was standing in a 
peacable manner for the tyme, quhither hill 
is distant from the place of Rothemay the 
space of halffe ane myle or theirby, and that 
how soone they come neere the hill within the 
hearing of a cry, they tooke off their hatts, 
wagged the same about thair head, and 
shoutted and cryed, making provocation to his 
Majesties commissioner and those who were 
in companie with him having come down the 
hill of purpose onelie to have taine the re-
bells." The Supplication concludes with the 
childish plea that "the first shotts were upon 
Rothemays side—that he refused to be taken 
prisoner and that his death was therefore his 
own fault ." 

Sir George Ogilvie was not actually present 
a t the Burning of Frendraught, though he 
gave evidence later that he heard John Mel-
drum say on the night before the burning that 
Frendraught would be burned. This doubtless 
contributed to the ultimate condemnation of 
John Meldrum on the charge of being acces-
sory before the fact. Judicial investigations 
were instituted but with no other result than 
Meldrum's execution upon meagre evidence ex-
cept as regards his animosity against Crichton. 

In the Register of the Privy Council of 1631 
is found another side-light upon Sir George 
Ogilvie of Banff. He then complains that some 
tacksmen of his Majesty's Customs had "ar-
rested" some priestly vestments belonging to 
his family. In his "Complaint" he says that 

his predecessors "in the tyme of poprie and 
blindnesse" had a t their own expense made 
some vestments for the priests that served iu 
the chapels and that "at the alteration of the 
religious within this kingdome" the priests who 
kept the garments finding they had no fur-
ther use for the same and not liking to admit 
their ownership, had handed them back to Sir 
George Ogilvie's grandfather and iu due course 
they came into the possession of his father. 
When Sir George Ogilvie himself succeeded. 
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he found the vestments locked up in a trunk 
in his house. Being doubtful what to do with 
them and fearing that keeping them would be 
dangerous to himself, he resolved to send them 
out of the country to be sold. Accordingly, 
he handed them over to a Mr James Strachan 
with instructions to dispose of them as best he 
could. Mr Strachan having failed to sell them 
abroad, the t runk containing the vestments 
was returned to Scotland, whereupon the cus-
toms officials seized and detained them. An 
action was started against the Crown for the 
return of the vestments, when Sir Thomas 
Hope of Craighall, King's Advocate, protested 
that "seeing the clothes lybellet are popish and 
prohibite be the Acts of Parliament and lawes 
of this Kingdome, especiallie be ane Act made 
in the 1587 yeere of God, t ha t theirfor they do 
apperteane to his Majestie." This was upheld 
and the Lords of Council ordained tha t the 
"cloathes and vestments foresaids to be cutted 
and his Majestie's Treasurer to dispose thair-
upon to the best availl for his Majestie's use." 

"The King's Man." 
Throughout the civil war Sir George Ogilvie 

was a firm adherent of King Charles I., and a 
strong opponent of the Oovenant. Spalding in his 
"History of the Troubles" says "But feir of the 
army nor no other thing culd move the Laird 
of Banff to cum in and subscrive the covenant, 
hut stoutlie stood out the King's man for which 
he payit for all." He and Gordon of Haddo 
were the leaders a t the Trot of Turriff on 14 
May 1639. 

Sir George Ogilvie seems to have made an 
effort to leave Scotland shortly af ter this, for 
Spalding states that "Upone Thursday the 30th 
of May the lairdes of Banff, Newton, Foveran, 

Fedderat and divers uthers, takes schip a t 
Downe (Macduff) and resolves to go to the 
King, since they could not help their countrie 
with safety." But they were brought back by 
Lord Aboyne. 

Sir George Ogilvie, now an old man, is next 
heard of early in June at Aberdeen, where he 
was carried, "being sore sick in the hot fever 
and transportit in ane wand bed and from tha t 
careit in the said wand bed to Foveran, whair 
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he lay still whill God send him his health 
agane." He seems to have recovered quickly 
for he took part, on the King's side, at the 
action of the Bridge of Dee (19 June 1639) where 
Montrose commanded the Covenanters. 

The Laird of Banff's movements after this are 
a little difficult to follow. It appears that 
though he made an effort to go south, yet he 
was unable to carry out his purpose. But early 
in 1640, it was reported that General Monro 
with a large army was approaching Aberdeen 
to suppress the King's supporters, so probably 
Sir George Ogilvie thought fit to fortify his 
oastle of Inchdrewer. But upon Monro march-
ing to Strathbogie, Sir George Ogilvie fled to 
the King, leaving his estates .at the mercy of 
the Covenanters. Lord Findlater was then 
given an order to collect Banff's rents, which 
he did with avidity according to Spalding, who 
says that Findlater "oversaw not (that is did 
not neglect) that bussiness, having no goodwill 
a t Banff." 

Monro advanced from Strathbogie to Forglen, 
one of Sir George Ogilvie's houses, then to 
Muiresk, which he plundered, and finally 
reached the town of Banff, destroying the 
castle of Inchdrewer on the way 

The Palace of Banff. 
According to Gordon's "History of Scots' 

affairs," "the citizens of Banfe, for the most 
pairt, were Covenanters: and, albeit in former 
tymes they depended much upon Banfe's 
family, who dwelt ordinarlye in ther towne, 
yet now they werr so far estranged from him, 
that they wer grown his enemyes." But the 
man who was the chief instrument in bringing 
Monro to Banff was Dr Alexander Douglas, 
already mentioned. He was a strong Coven-
anter and was so popular in Banff that for 
several years subsequent to 1640 he was Pro-
vost (actually from 1639-45, from 1648-50, and 
again in 1653). Monro had no sooner arrived 
in Bannf than he set to work to destroy Sir 
George Ogilvie's town house—known as the 
Palace—which stood at the corner of Low-
Street and Carmelite Street—the present Town 
House being built upon part of the site. The 
destruction of this dwelling has been most 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



28 

graphically described both by Spalding in his 
"History of the Troubles," and Gordon in his 
"History of Scots' affairs." Spalding tells how 
the soldiers cut down the trees in the orchard 
and garden and then -violently entered the 
house where they broke and destroyed every-
thing they could see. 

Gordon is even more dramatic in his account. 
He says that the Laird of Banff's garden 
"which was a great ornament to the town, was 
so destroyed by the soldiers that they left not 
so much as one standing tree, young or old." 
Next, they turned their attention to the 
Palace itself. According to Gordon, "In the 
very heart of that town, stood Banfe's pallace r 
high built and quaterly, the structure magni-
ficent, with two base courts; and lew houses in 
these places of Scotland comparable to it. 
Upon it the souldiours fell next, and, in a few 
dayes, defaced it, leaving neither any coverings 
glasse, timber, nor iron work ther : breaking 
downe the hewed worke doors, windows, and 
knocking out the iron barrs of the windows; 
leaving nothing to be seen but defaced 
walls . . . lycke ane old ruinouse abbey ." 

One further detail given by Gordon reflects 
sadly on the citizens of Banff of those days. 
"In this industriouse defacing of so brave a 
pallace, the souldiours wer helped by the ras-
calilge of the cittizens and countrey people 
nearest adjacent, who either bought, stole, or 
embeaslcd the materials thereof." Gordon 
adds "not only was the pallace defaced, but 
lyckeways much household stuff and spare-
furniture, which had belonged to Banfe his 
predecessors, was seised upon and embezled, to-
gether with a considerable librarye of bookes 
which wer ther ." 

When this outrage was reported to King 
Charles I. he said that for the house it mat-
tered not, it could be replaced, "but i t was a 
cruell thing to fall upon the garden, the losse 
whereof could not in many yeares be repaired, 
and so much the worse because it had neither 
done evill nor could hur t them." The house of 
Forglen was preserved by the intelligence of 
Sir George Ogilvie's followers who had care-
fully removed from it anything tha t was valu-
able. 
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First Lord Banff. 
In 1641 King Charles gave to Sir George 

Ogilvie 10,000 merks to repair his losses, and in 
August 1642, for his faithful services, created 
him a Peer for Scotland by the title of Lord 
Banff. 

In the following year, when the new Lord 
Banff went north, he had neither palace in 
Banff, nor Castle of Inchdrewer in which to 
dwell, and took up his quarters in the house of 
Rettie, then the residence of his son, the 
Master of Banff. This, of course, is the well-
known farm, near Ladysbridge. In 1644 this 
house too was attacked "and pitifullie 
plunderit and abusit, his girnells broken up 
and victual destroyit." The Master himself, 
having wounded a sergeant, was forced to 
leave the country for a time. 

While the Covenanters remained in power. 
Lord Banff was a constant object of suspicion 
to the authorities. A warrant" was issued for 
his apprehension, and also a summon to ap-
pear before the Committee of Parliament, 
which he seems to have treated with lordly dis-
dain. He entered keenly into the Engagement 
for the restoration of the King, wherein he 
was described as a "Colonel," attended the 
Parliament held in 1648 and was placed on the 
Committee of War for Banff, for which in 1651, 
he was compelled to make public repentance 
before the Presbytery of Fordyce. In 1654, he 
was fined by Cromwell £1000 sterling, which 
sum was afterwards reduced by two-thirds. 

I t is pleasant to record that in spite of all 
hie troubles, Lord Banff was able to found and 
give to the town of Banff, about 1663, a hospital 
for the maintenance of "6 depauperat tenants 
of the lands belonging to the said Lord." Un-
fortunately, according to the Presbytery Re-
cords of 1683, the number of inmates was not 
complete, "nor have they their maintenance 
conforme to the mortification," and in 1688 it 
was stated that the hospital still lacked its 
full quota of men, that those in it were short 
of food and clothing and begging charity from 
the session. The 3rd Lord Banff was asked to 
supply the correct number of men and money 
according to the will of the mortification, but 
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it is not known whether he complied with the 
request. 

Lord Banff was present in Parliament on 
18th June 1663, and died on 11th August in 
tha t year (though according to the Diary of 
John Row, printed in "Scottish Notes and 
Queries," Vol. VII., he died on 5th Septem-
ber 1663, "neare octogenarius.") 

Pennant in his "Tour in Scotland," in 1769. 
visited Cullen House, where he was allowed 
to see the pictures. Amongst the most re-
markable of these he mentions "An old Lord 
Banff, aged 90, with a long white square 
heard, who is said to have incurred the cen-
sure of the Church, a t tha t age, for his gal-
lantries!" Unfortunately, this picture is not 
now to be found a t Cullen House. 

No record exists of the birth of the first 
Lord Banff, so it is impossible to know his 
exact age a t his death. One history says 
"He died in 1663 at the age of 105 years, and 
continued fresh and ruddy to the last ." This, 
if true, would place his ninetieth year in 
1648, five years af ter the signing of the Cove-
nant, and would make him eighty a t the time 
of the Trot of Turriff—truly a wonderful old 
man, only to be compared with Field Marshal 

Radetsky whose famous victory over the 
Italians a t Novara in 1849 (and subsequent 
reduction of Venice) took place when he was 
eighty-three. 

Second Lord Banff. 
George, Second Lord Banff, only son of the 

first Lord, was, on 29th October 1663, served 
heir to his father. He represented Nairnshire 
in the Parliament held at Edinburgh, 4 June 
1644. Like his father, he was a keen Royalist 
and was under caution to appear when called 
on, before the Committee of Parl iament, to 
answer for his conduct in public affairs. In 
1648, he was active in Banffshire in support of 
King Charles I. and, with his father, served 
on the Committee of War for that County. In 
1651, he fought on the Royalist side a t the 
Battle of Worcester, a t the head of a regiment 
raised in Banffshire, and was lucky enough to 
escape after the defeat. 

In 1660, he was engaged in a singular dispute 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



31 

with John Gordon of Barrallmad of which a 
full account is to be found in the "Acts of Par-
liament of Scotland." The quarrel began over a 
piece of land in the neighbourhood of Banff, 
and ended with an affray in which Gordon was 
killed, under strange circumstances. The pos-
session of the piece of land was disputed and 
the Master of Banff he then was), accom-
panied by some friends, went to the ground, 
which was then under corn, "haveing no other 
purpose but to make ane civill interruption by 
way of instrument by takeing away ane incon-
siderable parcell of the said cornes, which ac-
cordingly they did." The account continues: 
"Having taken instruments in the nottars 

hands of their interruption and having taken 
only a sheaff of corne in a boy's hand, Patrick 
Gordoun, brother to the said defunct, being 
upon the ground for the time, and not suffer-
ing the boy to carry away the sheaff, the 
Master of Banff asked him why he should strive 
for so inconsiderable a thing, and did offer to 
suffer him to take als much of his own uncon-
traverted ground, and ten tymes more, and de-
sired him to make no further trouble. But the 
said Patrick most willfullie would have the 
sheaff from the toy (it not being as yet car-
ried away) yet he, not content therwith. told 
the Master that he would make it a black day 
to him and should be shortlie after him. 
Wherupon the said Patrick went speedily to-
his brother and brought him forth with a 
number of people, men and women with 
swords, staffs and pitchforks, and other wea-
pons, followed and pursued the said Master 
near a myll of ground from the place wher the 
instrument was taken. Till in end they fell 
upon him and the few persons with him, and 
by the crueltie of three or four women 
amongst the rest who got about him and threw 
him to the ground by the hair of the head. 
And in that posture did Mr Johne and his bro-
ther give him several wounds upon his bodie 
and did mutilate his left hand, having no 
other thing to defend him selff. Being in that 
condition and the said Mr Johne, advancing 
with a stroak of intention to have killed the 
Master of Banff, George Buchan, one of the 
companie, holding out a rapier in his owne de-
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fence and the defence of the Master of Banff 's 
life, the said Mr Johne, advanceing with the 
said stroak, as said is, did thrus t his bellie 
upon the poynt of the rapier, which occasioned 
the said Mr John Gordoun's death." 

The Master of Banff craved a precognition 
instead of a trial, on the ground tha t Gordon's 
death was accidental, and a f te r one proroga-
tion of the diet no more is heard of this 
alleged murder or singular suicide! 

On 29th October 1663, shortly af ter the death 
of his father, the second Lord Banff was ad-
mitted a burgess of Banff. He attended the 
Parliament of 1657 and in the same year was 
appointed one of the first Commissioners of 
Supply for the County. 

He married Agnes, daughter of Alexander, 
ls t Lord Falconer of Halkerton, and by her 
had ten children: 

(1) George, 3rd Lord Banff. 
(2) Sir Alexander Ogilvie of Forglen, Lord 

Forglen. 
(3) Jean. 
(4) Agnes, married Francis Gordon of Craig. 
(5) Margaret. 
(6) Helen, married Sir Robert Lauder. 
(7) Mary, married John Forbes of Balfluig. 
(8) Isobel. 
(9) Marjory. 

(10) Janet , a posthumous child, born a t Inch-
drewer 1668, married John Leith of Leith 
Hall. 

George, second Lord Banff, died in March 
1668, and was succeeded by his eldest sou. 

Third Lord Banff. 
George. Third Lord Banff, baptised 9th Sep-

tember 1649, and on 10th September 1668 served 
heir to his fa ther in the baronies of Inch-
drewer and Montblairy. In the same year he 
was admitted a burgess of Banff. From 1670 
onwards he appears to have attended the Par-
liament in Edinburgh but his at tendance 
ceased a t the Revolution, and from tha t t ime 
his Jacobite sympathies were very evident. He 
also became a Roman Catholic, which caused 
much comment a t the time. In 1676, the Crown 
issued a protection to "Lord Bamf" for three 
years against paying "a rents." Apparently 
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in 1676 he must have had some quarrel with 
Walter Forbes of Blacktou, for in the Privy 
Council Register of Scotland there is a Bond of 
Caution by Walter Stewart of Bog for George, 
Lord Banff, and others, "that they will not 
molest Walter Forbes, nor his wife, children, 
servants or goods," under the penalty of 5000 
merks. Two years later Lord Banff seems to 
have been in further trouble; in the Privy 
Council Register there is a supplication by 
George Mortimer of Auchinbadie for the arrest 
of his lordship. The petitioner states that 
"for crymes never before practised in Scotland 
(which are not mentioned) he had preserved 
Lord Banff, but that his lordship had dis-
appeared and as the petitioner feared now to 
go to his own house he begs that a warrant 
may be issued for Lord Banff's arrest." 

In Fountainhall 's Chronological Notes there 
is a curious reference to Lord Banff's treat-
ment of his wife. Under date 5th February 
1685, it is recorded that : "the Lady Banffe, 
daughter to Earl Marshall, gave in a bill for 
aliment, since her husband refused to cohabite 
with her (because he hade jealoused her with 
one Lessly, sherrif-clerk of Bamffe). The Coun-
cil modifys her 2000 merks per annum: and the 
Lord Bamffe ordered to aliment the children 
himself." From the same source it is gathered 
tha t in December 1686 "the Lord Bamff having 
turned Papist, craves his Lady's aliment may 
be taken from her of 1200 merks, which his 
estate was not able to bear; and that he was 
content to entertain her in familie, and was 
pursuing her for adherence, before the com-
missary. Yet the Lords would not do it, be-
cause of his atrocious cruelty to her." 

In August 1691, though in possession of the 
Privy Council's pass. Lord Banff was impri-
soned by Colonel Jackson in Aberdeen in cir-
cumstances related by his younger brother 
Alexander Ogilvie, afterwards Lord Forglen, in 
the following letter to Sir James Ogilvie, son 
of the Earl of Findlater, dated 15th July 1691. 
"The Earle of Crawfourd having stoped resign-
ation to be made upon ane disposition by my 
Lord Bamff to me, upon the pretence that my 
Lord Bamff was in the rebellion, qtch is a mis-
tacke, for my Lord being in his north-goeing 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



34 

a t Forvie was by ane partie of the Hilanders 
caned to ther camp, qhare he stayed hardlie 
halfe one day, and thereafter a t Aberdeen by 
Jacksone was detained upon inconsiderat ex-
pressiones, as Jacksone alleadged and my Lord 
Bamif still denied and I belive all proceed 
from my Lord Bamff his being in drink as I 
was credablie informed. I have wreaton to the 
Veicecount of Arbuthnot to represent the 
caise to the Earle of Crawford, and to deall 
with his Ld. tha t he may be alowed the com-
mon course of justice." 

But Lord Banff had already been liberated 
in February of 1691, as is shown by a minute of 
the Privy Council of 26th February. I t is also 
evident, in spite of Lord Forglen's ingenious 
excuse that his brother was drunk, t ha t Lord 
Banff had been in rebellion and had surrend-
ered himself at Aberdeen. Upon giving se-
curity for his fu ture good conduct, he was re-
leased. 

In 1693, Lord Banff, with several other Scot-
tish Peers, was fined 1200 pounds Scots for 
their absence from their Majesties' service in 
Parliament. In 1699 the Town Council of Banff 
"ordaines George Ogilvie, baillie, and the trea-
surer, to apply to my Lord Banff tha t he may 
give libertie to demolish the vaults of his 
ruinous house least they damnifie and pre-
judge any person." Lord Banff reverted to 
Protestantism and resided for some time in 
Ireland. An early notice of this is contained 
in a letter from the Rev. William Hunter, 
minister of Banff (who subsequently married 
as her second husband Mary, daughter of Lord 
Banff and widow of John Joass of Colleonard), 
addressed to Mr Secretary Carstairs, of 11th 
July 1705: "My Lord Banff upon declaring him-
self a Protestant, has a mind to go south to 
take his place in Parliament, and withal be-
cause his circumstances require it, his lord-
ship requires your kind influence for his en-
couragement that he may undertake his jour-
ney." On 3rd October 1706 it was moved in Par-
liament that "the Lord Banff, sometime Papist, 
being now Protestant, and willing to sign the 
formula subjoined to the Act of Parl iament in 
November 1700, may be admitted." Accord-
ingly, he signed the formula against popery, 
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took the oath of allegiance, and voted steadily 
with the Ministry for the Union with England. 
I t appears that ho was offered and accepted 
what might be termed a bribe on this occa-
sion, as a note in Douglas says "never was a 
vote more cheaply purchased, as it appears 
from the account of the Earl of Glasgow, ex-
hibited upon oath, tha t Lord Banff's share of 
the £20,000 distributed on this occasion was 
only £11 2s 0d." 

In 1708, according to the minutes of the Banff 
Town Council, Lord Banff was indicted for 
"shooting a pistol loaded with powder and 
lead in James Ogilvie's fore chamber and had 
not God's providence prevented the same, he 
had shoat James Clerk, baillie, dead." 

There is no record of what subsequently hap-
pened with reference to this attack, or acci-
dent! 

After the Act of Union, Lord Banff appears 
again to have changed his politics and to have 
entered, albeit mildly, into Jacobite intrigue. 

Castle of Inchdrewer. 
In November 1713, he perished in a fire which 

partly destroyed the Castle of Inchdrewer, his 
death being regarded, by some of his Protest-
ant neighbours, as a judgment for his earlier 
change of faith, and attributed by others to 
foul play. The various accounts are confused. 
I t was stated tha t he had only returned on the 
previous night from Ireland, where he was 
supposed to have been engaged in Jacobite 
plots, and was popularly believed to have been 
murdered and the Castle set on fire in the hope 
of concealing the crime. At the instance ot 
his son and successor, three young men of the 
neighbourhood were arrested, one of them the 
son of the miller of Boyndie. These men had 
apparently been in the habit of spending much 
of their time a t the Castle, and it was alleged 
that during Lord Banff's absence they had 
stolen and conveyed away many articles ot 
value; being alarmed at his sudden return, 
they had strangled him and then set fire to 
the room. The evidence of the old housekeeper 
was strongly in favour of this theory, and 
they were kept in prison for some time. On 
account of the disappearance of the chief wit-
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ness, who it was stated had been (willingly or 
otherwise) conveyed to Ireland, it was decided 
tha t there was no case against them and they 
were set a t liberty. They then brought an ac-
tion for damages for illegal imprisonment 
against the new Lord Banff, who was com-
pelled to pay a certain sum of money as com-
pensation. The whole affair remained an un-
solved mystery. John Row in his Diary says 
"Lord George Banff, a man of an very evell life, 
was burnt to ashes in his bed, ther being none 
within the house that night butt himself and 
an servant woman, who made her eskeap when 
she awakened, with the flames, but t no possa-
bility to get the fire stopt, or to get my Lord 
relieved." 

Lord Banff married in 1669, Jean, third 
daughter of William 7th Earl Marischal. Their 
children were 

(1) George, 4th Lord Banff. 
(2) Anne. 
(3) Isobel, married 1722, George Barclay, 

merchant in Banff. 
(4) Mary, married (1) in 1714, John Joass, 

younger of Colleonard, and (2) in 1723, 
Rev. William Hunter, Minister of Banff. 

Mr Hunter, although a Presbyterian min-
ister, seems to have had strong Jacobite sym-
pathies. Ho refused to take the oath of ab-
juration and in consequence desisted from 
preaching from October 1712 to June 1713. He 
was deposed by the Synod in 1716 for being 
present a t the Proclamation of the old Cheva-
lier at the Market Cross, and for not protest-
ing when his son read the proclamation of 
King James III . and VIII. in the Church. 

Fourth Lord Banff. 
George, Fourth Lord Banff, was baptised a t 

Banff, 4th August 1670. In 1690 his fa ther dis-
poned to him the lands, and on 26th February 
1697, he had a charter under the Great Seal. 
He succeeded his father in 1713. 

He married, 11th January 1712, Helen, daugh-
ter of Sir John Lauder, second Baronet of 
Fountainhall, Lord of Session, and by her had 

(1) George, baptised 20th .February 1714, died 
in infancy. 
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(2) George, baptised 28th November 1915, died 
in infancy. 

(3) John George, 5th Lord Banff, baptised 
18th February 1717. 

(4) Alexander, 6th Lord, baptised 12th July 
1718. 

Compared with his predecessors, the fourth 
Lord Banff had a quiet and uneventful life 
and makes no appearances in the contempor-
a ry records of the times, criminal or other-
wise. 

Ho died January 1718. His widow married 
secondly, in 1721, Alexander Gordon of Glen-
gerack, and thirdly, James Hay, merchant in 
Banff. I t is to be noted that the marriage of 
Alexander Gordon of Glengerack and Lady 
Banff took place a t Inchdrewer so that Castle 
must have been rebuilt since the fire in 1713. 

Fifth Lord Banff. 
John George, Fifth Lord Banff, was born in 

1717 and succeeded his father in 1718. For some 
unknown reason, his marriage took place in 
the Fleet prison on 18th August 1735 to Mary, 
daughter of Captain James Ogilvie; he was 
then described as of the parish of St James's. 
After his death, his widow married the Rev. 
Thomas Kemp, D.D., Rector of St Michael's, 
Crooked Lane, London. The fifth Lord Banff 
was drowned a t the Black Rocks, near Cullen, 
on 29th July 1738, having gone to bathe after 
dinner, with Lord Deskford, subsequently sixth 
Earl of Findlater. After a short swim, Lord 
Deskford proposed to return to shore, which 
they accordingly did, and Lord Deskford 
began to dress. Lord Banff went in again for 
a few minutes, and then came on shore, but 
unfortunately he ventured in a third time 
when he was knocked over by a wave and 
though ho called for help, was drowned before 
assistance could reach him. He left no issue 
and was succeeded by his only surviving bro-
ther 

Sixth Lord Banff. 
Alexander, Sixth Lord Banff, posthumous 

child of the fourth Lord Banff, was baptised 
a t Banff 12th July 1718, his godfathers being 
his great uncle, Sir Alexander Ogilvie of For-
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glen (Lord Forglen) and the latter 's son. Cap-
tain Alexander Ogilvie, who was fa ther of 
Alexander, seventh Lord Banff. 

The sixth Lord Banff entered the Royal Navy 
in 1732; became a Captain in 1741 and in 1742 he 
was appointed to the command of the "Hast-
ings" man-of-war. During his short naval 
career he distinguished himself by the capture 
of several valuable prizes. In 1742, he took and 
carried into Madeira "a rich outward-bound 
Spanish register ship, called the 'Nostra Sig-
nora dell' Assumption,' " which was af terwards 
brought to Falmouth, with upwards of 100 
Spanish prisoners. He also took a Spanish 
privateer of 24 guns, which he sank, having 
previously taken the crew on board the 
"Hastings." Then in 1743 he captured off the 
Azores and carried into Virginia the French 
vessel "le St Jean," which was bound from 
Vera Cruz for Cadiz. In this ship there were 
130,000 "pieces of eight." Still in command of 
the "Hastings" he captured the "Nostra Sen-
ora del Rosario," and two other heavily-armed 
Spanish privateers. In recognition of his gal-
lantry, Lord Banff received the freedom of the 
City of Glasgow in 1743, which was presented 
to him in a silver box "as a testimony of re-
gard for the great services done his country 
by protecting the trade thereof." He was ap-
pointed to the command of the "Tilbury," of 
60 guns, in August 1745, and was in command of 
her when his death took place suddenly a t 
Lisbon, 7th December 1746, a t the age of 
twenty-nine. His body was brought home from 
Portugal and was buried 10th May 1747 a t St 
Martin's-in-the-Fields, London. 

As a minor item connected with Lord Banff 
and the town it may be mentioned tha t in 
August 1746 the Town Council resolved to build 
a guard-house for the military upon the west 
wall of Lord Banff's old ruined house near to 
the Cross "as there is a great necessity for 
such a house." The Minutes of the Council 
for 13th August 1746 record tha t "the old wall 
of Lord Banff's great lodging (it was no longer 
called a Palace!) near to the Cross has become 
so ruinous that it is hazardous to pass by it, 
there being a great many loose stones ready to 
fall, and a young girl was lately almost 
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crushed to pieces." From the Minutes it seems 
that Lord Banff declined to take down the 
wall (as he was then on active service he prob-
ably heard nothing of it and the business was 
done by his Factor) and the Town Council 
ordered workmen to pull down part of it, and 
level and fix it with stone and lime, all this to 
be done a t his lordship's expense! On this 
site a guard-house was built. 

As the sixth Lord Banff died nnmarried he 
was succeeded by his cousin. 

Seventh Lord Banff. 
Alexander, seventh Lord, was son of Alex-

ander Ogilvie. younger of Forglen, and grand-
son of Sir Alexander Ogilvie of Forglen (Lord 
Forglen). This Lord Forglen was the second 
son of George, second Lord Banff and in 1702 
was elected member of Parliament for the 
town of Banff on condition " that sheriff 
courts continue to be kept there in all time 
coming as the head burgh of the shire." He 
voted for the Union and in 1706 was appointed 
a Lord of Session under the title of Lord For-
glen. (There is a portrait of him at Cullen 
House in his robes, showing him as a stout and 
cheery individual. He had, in 1685, an amusing 
litigation with Sir Alexauder Forbes of Tolqu-
hon, about a. gilded mazer cup which Tolquhon 
alleged had been stolen out of his house by 
Forglen. It. was a t length discovered that Tol-
quhon himself had some years previously 
given the cup to a goldsmith in Aberdeen to be 
repaired, and having forgotten the circum-
stance "it was lying there unrelieved for not 
paying half-a-crown for it." Forglen brought 
au action, and Tolquhon was lined 20,000 
merks.* Lord Forglen was a great character 
and full of humour. Lord Newhall, a grave 
judge, was once walking with him on the 
riverside a t Forglen when Lord Forglen said 
"Now, my Lord, this is a fine walk. If ye 
want to pray to God, can there be a better 
place? And if ye want to kiss a bonny lass, 
can there be a better place?" 

Lord Forglen's grandson, Alexander, seventh 

* In merks Scots, this would be a little over 
£1000. 
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Lord Banff, succeeded to the estate and baron-
etcy in 1727, and on 18th February 1750 he was 
served heir to his cousin George, sixth Lord 
Banff. He married a t Edinburgh, on 2nd 
April 1749, Jean, daughter of William Nisbet of 
Dirleton, and by her had 

(1) Alexander, Master of Banff, who died un-
. married in 1763. 

(2) William, eighth Lord Banff.-

3) Archibald, died 1763. 
(4) David, admitted a burgess of Banff 1779. 

Entered the Army. Died a t Clifton, 10th 
August 1796. 

(5) Jane, married Sir George Abercromby of 
Birkenbog. 

(6) Sophia. 
(7) Janet, married the Rev. John Willison. 
(8) Mary, married Alexander Murray of Ay-

toun. 
(9) Grace, married Mr Douglas. 
Alexander, seventh Lord Banff, died on 1st 

December 1771 at Forglen, where his widow 
also died, 29th August 1790. He was succeeded 
by his second but eldest suiviving son. 

Eighth Lord Banff. 
William, Eighth Lord Banff, was served heir 

to his father in the baronies of Inchdrewer 
and Forglen on 16th March 1774. He entered 
the Army as a Cornet in the Enniskillen (6th) 
Regiment of Dragoons, became Lieutenant 
1778, Captain 1780, and retired f rom the Army 
in 1794, having served on the Continent, under 
the Duke of York, as senior captain in his re-
giment. He was admitted a burgess of Banff 
in 1782. He died unmarried a t Forglen 4th 
June 1803, when the male line of the first Lord 
Banff ended, and the Peerage (if not extinct) 
became dormant. The estates went to his 
sister. Lady Abercromby of Birkenbog. 

On Friday May 14th in the year 1784, John 
Wesley was in Banff and read prayers and 
preached in the Episcopal Church. He de-
scribes Banff as one of the neatest towns in 
the Kingdom. He also records tha t he 
"preached in Lady Banff's dining-room a t For-
glen to a very serious, though genteel congre-
gation, and afterwards spent a most agreeable 
evening with the lovely family." This was 
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the dowager Lady Banff, widow of the 7th 
Lord, and the "lovely family" must have in-
eluded the eighth lord aud his sister, Lady 
Abereromby. 

At various times the Lords Banff occupied 
three different houses in the town. Firstly, 
the Palace in Low Street, destroyed in 1640; 
then The Turrets or "Banff's Lodging," which 
stood, within my own memory, on the site of 
the Public Library, where we are to-night, and 
lastly, the large house opposite the Parish 
Church, which is sometimes spoken of as the 
residence of the last Lord Banff. 

Banff Castle had nothing to do with the 
Lords Banff, but was a t one time the property 
of the Ogilvies, Lords Findlater. The vaulted 
aisle which is all that now remains of the old 
church (pulled down in 1797) was the burial 
place of the family of the Lords Banff. The 
aisle was erected in 1580 by Sir George Ogilvie 
of Dunlugas, as a memorial to his father and 
mother. 

The Banff Peerage was claimed by petition, 
in June 1812, and again in 1819, by a Sir Wil-
liam Ogilvie, a collateral, as the descendant 
and heir male of George Ogilvie of Boyne, 
elder brother of Sir Walter Ogilvie of Dun-
lugas, the great-grandfather of the first Lord 
Banff. In both cases the petitions were re-
ferred to the Lords Committee for Privileges 
and no subsequent proceedings seem to have 
been taken on the claim, so it is doubtful if 
we shall ever hear again the title Lord Banff. 

Mr Tayler's paper was heard with high ap-
preciation, and the vote of thanks that was 
awarded him at the close was given with the 
utmost heartiness and amid expressions of 
gratitude for the large amount of admirable 
work he has done in presenting local and 
family history pertaining to the county of 
Banff and the North of Scotland. Ban
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