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T U E S D A Y , M A R C H 4 , 1 9 3 0 . 

A meeting of the Banffshire Field Club was 
held at Banff this evening, Sheriff J . W. More 

in the chair. The meeting was called to hear 
a statement by Mr Wm. Barclay on the diary 
of an Aberdeenshire farmer that had come 
into hi3 hands. The diary is of great length 
and could not be read, but there were given, 
a synopsis of its contents and an account of 
thle history of the diarist so fa r as is known. 
After these had been read, Mr Barclay, on the 
call of the President, was thanked for the con-
tribution and the meeting unanimously agreed 
to print the diary in the Transactions of the 
Club in extenso in view of its highly interest-
ing nature and of its increasing value with the 
passing years. 

A NORTHERN DIARY. 
Mr Barclay s a i d -
There has come into my hands the diary of 

John Allardise, who was tenant of Lower 
Plaidy. I t is contained in two manuscript 
volumes. The first begins with the year 1768 
and takes end (in two torn leaves) with 1807. 
Mr Allardise carries on the second volume 
until 1815, in which year, on September 4, he 
died. In circumstances detailed below, the 
diary was continued by his friend, who was 
also one of his executors, John Pirrie, farmer 
in Woodhead of Laithers, who takes up the 
narrative from the middle of 1815 and carries 
it on to 1826, when it ends. On the present 
occasion we deal only with the diary that was 
written by Mr Allardise, leaving the part tha t 
was compiled by Mr Pirrie for (possible) future 
treatment. The narrative that it provides 
will, we think, be found to be of more than 
ordinary interest. 

The book is the property of Mr Alex. Leding-
ham of Fintry, whose family is of ancient 
settlement in the Lower Plaidy district. In 
the diary the notes of the experiences of the 
years are preceded by over a dozen pages in 
which the writer enters in much detail on his 
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family history. The whole work is thus in-
troduced— 

Since the famous air t of writing was intro-
duced into the world, many occurrences 
worthy of keeping in record have been pre-
served. In the ante-deluvian ages before the 
Flood there was but little use for writing as 
the fathers lived to see eight or perhaps ten 
generations of their progeny and so could 
keep the most memorable events in mind by 
tradition. But since the lives of men were 
reduced to seventy or eighty years instead of 
eight or nine hundred there is a necessity 
of keeping a memorial in writing for various 
important reasons, such as Revolutions of 
States, of descents of families, charters of 
lands, and many things of great use and 
benefit to posterity. 

But I must take leave here to reflect a 
little upon my country- The Scots of all 
nations of whose history I have read in this 
respect seem to be the most negligent, especi-
ally the common people. I have conversed 
with very opulent farmers in this my own 
nat ive who seemed to distinguish themselves 
from their honest neighbours by a saucy 
indifference of employing a more extensive 
fa rm or having a few more pounds and yet 
could scarcely tell what was his grand-
father 's name or calling. Noble families in-
deed have, or ought to have, a genealogy of 
their ancestors to show the antiquity of their 
honours. Gentlemen of less note can prove 
their pedigree by the charters of their lands. 
But it appears the common people have not 
yet attempted to keep a genealogy, a t least 
in this place. 

The Keeping of a Diary. 
The diarist goes on to suggest how the "com-

mon people" may set about the task. Of a 
man, he says, it should be written when he 
was born, also, 

where he dwelt, what year he died, how old 
he was, how many children he had, what 
year his father was born, what year and to 
whom he was married, what year he removed 
from or came to dwell on such a farm, of 
such a name, in such a parish, &c. The next 
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generation might add to this and so a third 
and fourth generation might add the like 
account. It would be in many respects use-
ful, and, if not useful, sure I am it would 
be amusing. Another thing which is very 
useful to keep on record especially among 
farmers is the different seasons and transitions 
of trade, the prices of grain every year and 
the various risings and falls of the value of 
cattle and causes thereof. It was for the 
above reasons, to amuse myself and divert 
a leisure hour that I wrote the following 
journal, but if it shall be proven that I am 
mistaken in any date or particular, I am 
willing to acknowledge my mistake. Neither 
do I pretend that the prices of grain which 
I record are a standard to the country in 
general as they will vary and differ a little 
a t any time in a few miles or parishes. But 
this I will aver that the prices I record were 
the average within four miles of Banff as I 
had frequent recourse in that town from the 
commencement of the first date of this jour-
nal. 

I do not intend to impose upon any man 
to believe the following journal, although I 
am conscious to myself that I have written 
nothing but t ruth and although some people 
may be apt to say I was too large of time, 
I shall grant that, and likewise the paper 
and ink was my own. There is an old pro-
verb, "Better do ill than sit. idle." If this 
poor scribbling shall remain when I am gone 
the way of all flesh, it will only share the 
fate of works of far higher esteem although 
It be committed to the flames. But if it 
shall fall into the hands of a. friend, he will 
preserve it for my sake. And if he be a 
man of taste he will add to it or make a 
foundation of it for a more complete per-
formance and leave it as a memorandum to 
his son or nearest heir. But if it falls into 
the hands of a man tha t despises everything 
of the kind, all I beg of him is not to de-
stroy it, as it will take but a small corner of 
his house to contain it till perhaps it chance 
to fall into hands tha t will esteem it more. 

There follows the signature, John Allardise, 
Lower Plaidy, January 25, 1795. 
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The Diarist's Family. 
Then there occur several pages dealing with 

the family history of the diarist. The name 
Allardice or Ardis, "but more properly Allar-
dis," seems to be derived, he says, f rom a 
gentleman's estate of tha t name in the county 
of Mearns, and he was told t h a t "about the 
middle of the last century," t h a t is about 1650, 
the name "was so plenty in the parish of Auch-
terless that there were only seventeen families 
in tha t parish but either husband or wife was 
Allardis, and all of one stock of people, which, 
if true, was very remarkable. And now I my-
self am the only surviving male branch tha t I 
know of tha t can prove himself to be a de-
scendant of t h a t once popular name. I was 
told also tha t all my forefathers for genera-
tions unremembered were successively James 
Allardices." His great-grandfather , James Al-
lardice, in the reign of King William, which 
began 1688, dwelt a t Mill of Darley, near Bur-
reldales, all the time of the famine, commonly 
called the ill years. In the beginning of the 
reign of Queen Anne, 1703, he was by the laird 
of Badenscoth forced to take the fa rm of Dar-
ley, par t ly upon what was called steel-bow. 
"My grandfa ther , James, was then only 19 
years of age, and as tha t f a rm was what they 
termed a 20 oxen labouring, they were scarce 
sufficient to fill it without a supply, which my 
grandfather soon provided, for he, in the year 
1705, married Betty Shirrefs, my grandmother, 
who was the youngest of six sisters and each 
of them had a 100 pound Scots [£8 6s 8d stg.] of 
patrimony, no small for tune in those days. 
He was in the 22nd and she in the 19th years of 
their age. My great-grandfather had 10 oxen 
and my grandfa ther 10, but in the year 1709 
my great-grandfather died in the 83rd year of 
his age, and my grandfa ther ' s sister Madge 
Allardis laid claim to a grea t par t of my 
great-grandfather 's subjects. My grandfa ther 
was not sufficient to fill the other half of t he 
fa rm without bringing himself under a burden. 
He, partly by advice and par t ly through ne-
cessity, took in to the other half of the f a r m , 
one Wm. Andrew, a brother-in-law, marr ied 
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with one of the six sisters, named Agnes 
Shirrefs." 

The step was unfortunate, for, according to 
the writer of the diary, "the said Wm. Andrew 
was a rigid, unreasonable fellow, and did all 
in his power to dispossess my grandfather al-
together, which he perceiving chose rather to 
remove than dwell by an ill neighbour. He in 
the year 1714 removed to a little farm on the 
land of Dorlaithers, named Carlincraig. There, 
in 1715, February 6, my father was born, the 
youngest of five children . . . On the 15th 
of March 1716 my grandfather died of a con-
sumption in the 34th year of his age. My 
grandfather when he died left a full cover, 
viz., eight oxen, three horses, sixty sheep, and 
all other things in proportion, without the 
smallest debt. This was a good subject and 
sufficient to bring up the four children who 
survived. In those days little notice was 
taken of children's patrimony, otherwise it 
would have fared better with that family. But 
as their mother was a widow of only 30 years 
of age she was soon induced to marry again, 
to the ut ter ruin of her first family. One John 
Robertson, a sub-tenant in Easter Wheat-
rashes, in Turriff parish, who had three daugh-
ter by two former wifes, had the assurance to 
go and the insolence to decoy that unwary and 
seemingly wanton widow. He had three and 
she four children and they soon added three 
more to the number, and besides, he, the said 
John Robertson, had contracted a waste of 
debt which he paid with the goods of my 
grandfather, which brought all his first 
family to entire want. They were married 
1721 and he died 1729 and so she was left a se-
cond time with a helpless family and in far 
worse circumstances than a t first. He died in 
Lower Plaidy and she soon after removed to a 
croft in Sunnyside, under Auchmill, where she 
continued until the year 1756, when by age and 
other infirmities she went to her daughter, 
Margaret Robertson, at Tillybo. where she 
died December 22nd, 1759." 

Father and Son 
"My father," the diarist continues, "was 

only six years old when he came to this place 
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with his mother. When she married again he 
was but a nonage and could do little for him-
self and so was greatly distressed even for 
the common necessaries of life until he came 
to age to keep cattle until he was able for 
more valuable service, but all the time of his 
youth and afterwards he continued to be his 
mother's best friend (even when the rest of her 
children deserted her) as long as she lived. 
My father was married in the 32nd year of 
his age to a Margaret Crawford and set up 
or plenished on a. pendicle of Auchmill, near 
the Walkmill of Garnestown, where his oldest 
daughter, Ann, was born. At Whitsunday 1719 
he removed to this place of Lower Plaidy 
where I now dwell. . . . My father brought 
but a small stock to this place with him, I 
presume not above £20 value, but as his 
family grew up he by and by got a piece of 
more land to cultivate and so by little and 
little he came to have in process of time a. 
tolerable stock. . . . My father died in the 
71st year of his age iu a fever on the nerves. 
He fell sick on Wednesday the 7th of Septem-
ber and died on Monday the 19th and was 
buried a t Turriff on Thursday the 22nd. His 
daughter, Helen, who was come home to his-
house only six days before his death, was in 
perfect health until Sunday the 30th of said 
month, when she was seized with a fever of 
the same nature and died on Tuesday the 
18th and was buried at Alva by her husband 
on Friday the 21st, all in the year 1785. My 
father was a married man 39 years and three 
weeks and all the time he was not 48 hours a t 
one time incapable of following his ordinary 
calling by reason of any bodily indisposition. 
He was 70 years and 7 months old when he 
died and all t ha t time never had any use for 
a surgeon or physick, and what was more 
strange, although he never had any patrimony 
nor legacy nor any the smallest value but 
what he earned for with hard labour, yet in 
all his lifetime he never signed- a biìl nor 
bond, for himself nor any other man, nor 
ever (except once tha t his pocket was pickt) 
borrowed a shilling from no man. To the last 
year of his life he could lend a £1 to a man 
and could say that he could do a year without 
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it and yet he left a subject worth a t least 
£100 sterling. I succeeded him in place and 
office 1785 and was married Saturday, June 
30, 1787, to Margaret Wilson, daughter to George 
Wilson, first in Netherton of Auchry, next 
farmer in Mill of Balmaud, and last in Hill-
head of Haughs of Ashogle. I was aged when 
married 34 years 4 months and 10 days, and 
my wife was aged 28 years 10 months and six. 
day6." 

Further Genealogical Details. 
Thus are traced the descent and family of 

the diarist but that does not nearly exhaust 
the genealogical details that are provided in 
his writings. He gives particulars of grand-
aunts, aunts, and uncles, his half-uncles, "and 
their posterity," and he provides similar in-
formation of his sisters. One of these married 
Alexander Thomson "who was bred a taylor 
and went to Edinburgh in 1773 and from thence 
to London in 1776, and although letters have 
been received from him frequently I never 
heard of his carriage nor miscarriage." Then 
he goes on to write of his mother's family of 
Crawford, a name borne by "the first-rate 
nobles in this kingdom. . . . I was told by 
a woman, a descendant of a Crawford, who is 
yet alive, that my forefathers of that name 
were the lawful heritors of the lands of Fed-
derate in the parish of New Deer, as the coat 
of arms or the Crawfords' escutcheon was yet 
to be seen on the front of that old house. But 
granting it to be so, it is the greatest foolish-
ness imaginable to pretend to be the descend-
ants of such or such an opulent family when 
they have neither proof nor profit by it. Cer-
tain it is that the Crawfords were heritors 
there and were dispossessed by the rebellious 
Covenanting party in the reign of Charles the 
First. But I cannot conjecture, if my fore-
fathers had been put out of their place for 
their loyalty, how their heirs were not again 
replaced by Charles the Second, as they surely 
wanted not friends to report the circum-
stances." 

Dismissing the story as "foolish uncertainty," 
the writer of the diary finds his first known 
Crawford ancestor in Alexander Crawford, who 
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in 1672 was grieve to the laird of Gask, "who 
in tha t days farmed all the lands of Turriff 

except the glebe. He, the said Alexander 
Crawford, attended the business in Turriff to 
the behoof of Mr Fordyce, Laird of Gask." 
He married Elspet Cowie, " an uncommon 
mettled woman and a midwife. Unfortunate 
for him there fell an old mud house upon him 
in Turriff which so bruised him t h a t he kept 
his bed two years and so was disabled from 
following his business. He removed to Cross-
fields about the year 1690 and kept a publick 
there. Some time af ter he came to Wrea and 
kept a publick a t the highway side called 
Tillyfar. The ill years coming on they removed 
to a croft in Lower Plaidy where they con-
tinued all the time of the famine. The family 
of Duffs were then ondwellers and heritors of 
Castletown, the forefathers of the present 
Duffs of Hatton, in Auchterless, and as the 
said Elspet Cowie brought home all the family, 
Alexander Duff late of Hatton retained a re-
spect to all the name of Crawford as long as 
he lived. My grandfather , James Crawford, 
drove the plow on Plaidy to the behoof of the 
heri tor all the seven years of famine, as there 
was no tenant upon it." 

This Crawford grandfa ther married a t Lower 
Plaidy in 1708 and soon a f te r removed to Mains 
of Eden, but he returned to "the old asylum" 
a t Lower Plaidy, where he died in 1749. His 
daughter, Margaret, became the mother of the 
diarist, and another daughter, Barbara, "mar-
ried to a James Paterson, who first built a 
new town on Tillyfar, on the west side of the 
town of Wrea." After her husband's death 
Margaret Crawford remained, a t Lower Plaidy 
until 1789, when, "almost a close bedal the last 
four years of her life," she went to her daugh-
ter Ann Allardise a t Sealscrook. "Upon the 
whole," says the writer, " there are but four 
females of the name of Crawford tha t I know 
of alive in this country, so in all probability 
the name of Crawford will be extinct in this 
place, as there is not a male of t ha t once num-
erous people alive. There was not in this 
country, I am told, a people of such high 
stature and big bones as the Crawfords were, 
yet they were natural ly feeble and of a weakly 
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-constitution, and all more or less subject to an 
asthma. They were all of a dark complexion, 
and as to their disposition they were all 
scrupulously honest even to a punctillio, hut 
extremely timorous and made themselves un-
easy for things that perhaps would never 
reach them. But their strict fidelity, I hope, 
atoned for their want of patience and resolu-
tion and I may add that no people are with-
out their natural defects." Then commences 
the account of the diarist's experiences 
throughout the years of which he writes. 

Contents of the Diary. 
In the earlier pages of the diary there is an 

account of the heavy spate of 1768 which de-
stroyed the first bridge over the Deveron at 
Banff. Before 1763 the river was crossed by 
fords and ferry boats and lives were occasion-
ally lost in spates and storms. The bridge was 
built in 1763-65, hut in a. violent flood, on 16th 
September 1768, the arches became nearly 
choked with corn, hay, and branches, and the 
great volume of water carried away almost the 
whole of the structure; the present bridge was 
opened in 1780. The earlier part also takes 
notice of the opening of the bridge a t Castle-
ton, King-Edward, in 1771—it was what is 
known as the old bridge—and of the great 
public benefit so provided. The war with the 
American colonies is also an item that affected 
the fortunes of this Aberdeenshire farmer, and 
he notes its effect on agricultural and other 
business, how it was the cause of new taxation 
and of Banff being provided with a battery 
of guns for the protection of the town and of 

. shipping in the Bay. The diarist's farming 
notes cover the districts of Auchterless, Fyvie, 
Monquhitter, King-Edward, Deveronside, Banff. 
&c. His graphic accounts of great frosts, snow-
storms, rainstorms and hurricanes of these 
past centuries are very interesting. He tells 
-of famines of grain and shortages of fodder, 
: and anent the latter of an old woman who 
kept her cow alive by giving it the bed-straw 
from her own box-bed to eat, and of others 
using up the thatch from ricks and outhouses 
as fodder for the famishing cattle and horses. 
He speaks, too, of the wars of his period and 
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shows in a graphic way how these were r e -
flected in the home conditions of everyone. 

Around 1783, when, for a time, peace was 
again enjoyed, note is made of economic con-
ditions that accompanied the experience. An 
interesting occurrence is spoken of in con-
nection with sowing frosted seed, and, in the-
matter of snowstorms, those who think that 
our northern climate is changing will find here 
statements in support of their opinion, de-
tails being provided of storms of the severest 
possible character, such as that of 1784 when 
snow wreaths were encountered of a height of" 
30 feet; that year, the writer of the diary 
ploughed down the remains of a wreath that 
had lain four months and six days. In August 
that year oatmeal was 18s a boll, but the 
favourable harvest that followed saw it sold 
in Banff at l0s 6d. In another year the careful 
diarist takes note of how ministers of the-
Episcopal Church resumed prayers for the 
King after having been "a whole century 
tinder the most persecuting statutes tha t any 
description of Christians had been laid tinder 
for ages past." In 1789 we read of a spout of 
rain that "dang" down two houses in Gamrie 
and of another waterspout on the Hill of Mor-
mond which "drove down pieces of moss bigger 
than castles some of which went whole bulk to 
the sea at Peterhead 17 miles distant." In an-
other year there are noticed the new Govern-
ment regulations for distilleries, one result of 
which was an increase in the demand for bar-
ley, which raised it to 16s a boll, "a price in 
time of plenty hitherto unremembered." 
Saints' days and days of Church festivals are 
often in mind: in 1791 harvest was "begun at 
Bartholemew's Day," which reference to the 
almanac shows to be August 24. 

The French Revolution. 
The part of the diary that immediately 

follows takes us some distance afield. Weather 
and prices and farming fortunes are noted as 
usual, but of equal interest is the picture 
that is drawn of conditions here following 
on the French Revolution. I t was long 
since observed, wrote the diarist, tha t 
all our fashions especially bad ones, 
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come from France. In accordance with 
that alleged tendency there arose a republican 
feeling here and the view was spread that 
"kingly government was in all respects tyran-
nical." The minds of the ignorant and lower 
classes became inflamed, so that all sorts of 
mechanics "held meetings and pretended to 
have as good a title to dictate laws to govern-
ment as the Minister of State had," and in 
some towns they planted the Tree of Liberty, 
"as they called it," as a badge of the republican 
system of government that they desired. 
Troops were sent abroad, a wave of enlistment 
spread over the country, and wages rose. There 
are recalled the British reverses that were suf-
fered under the Duke of York, for "these vet-
erans of France . . . carried on in a triumph-
ant manner and drove the last of our army 
to seek a shelter in the heights of Germany." 
As melancholy a disaster as is in British 
annals is how the Aberdeenshire writer de-
scribes it; they retired for some hundreds of 
miles in snow where the enemy traced the 
way they went by the dead bodies they found 
lying by the way. "The Dutch had joined the 
French this year and turned their weapons 
against the British—I hope to their everlasting 
infamy." At home there was much distress 
and collections in money and victual were 
taken up for the relief of the poor. It is a 
vivid picture of something of what the coun-
try came through nearly a century and a half 
ago. 

The diarist speaks of the planting of the 
"Tree of Liberty" in a number of towns in 
those days of revolution. Curiously enough, 
while preparing this part of the diary for 
publication the eye happens to come across 
the following in a current periodical-

Efforts to save the "Tree of Liberty" in 
Dundee, a Tayside landmark for more than 
a century, have failed, and the tree is to be 
demolished under a street-widening scheme. 
It was originally planted by the citizens of 
Dundee, who demonstrated in sympathy with 
the French Revolutionaries, and the mob 
dragged the Provost of that day from his 
bed during the night and forced him to 
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dance three times round the newly-planted 
tree, singing, "Liberty, Equality, Frater-
nity." The original site of the tree was at 
the Cross, but it was removed by the auth-
orities and transplanted in the grounds of 
Belmont House, part of which the Town 
Council have acquired for street-widening 
purposes. 
In a note on the diarist's family it 

was mentioned how his great - grandfather, 
in the beginning of the reign of Queen 
Anne, 1703, was induced—"forced" is the 
word used in the diary — by the laird of 
Badenscoth to take the farm of Darley 
"partly noon what was called steel-bow." I t 
is a term that is now seldom heard. I t re-
presents .goods on a farm which are the pro-
perty of the landlord and may not be removed 
by the out-going tenant. In another work of 
reference it is said to be a word of doubtful 
origin, but "in Scots law it means goods, such 
as corn, cattle, straw, and implements of hus-
bandry, delivered by the landlord to his 
tenant, by means of which the lat ter is en-
abled to stock and labour the farm, and in 
consideration of which he becomes bound to 
return articles equal in quanti ty and quality 
a t the expiration of the lease." The business 
arrangement known as steel-bow is probably 
quite unknown in these days in the North of 
Scotland, but Mr Wm. Smith, solicitor, Banff, 
informs us tha t during the days tha t he spent 
in his profession in Lanarkshire the system, 
even a t tha t recent time, was quite well 
known. I t was certainly not common but the 
arrangement tha t it. involved was well under-
stood. I t takes place in the case of dairy ra-
ther than of the usual type of feeding and 
grain farms, a circumstance tha t is na tura l 
when the more or less steady character of the 
stock of cows necessary a t the dairy fa rm is 
considered in comparison with the "flying" 
stock of the ordinary arable fa rm. Leases 
made out on the steel-bow basis, Mr Smith 
tells us, are of an exceedingly elaborate sort, 
as is to be understood when there are noted all 
the numerous items of live stock, crops and 
buildings that have to be taken into, account. 
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Bounty on Imports. 
Parts of the diary that follow are full of in-

terest. They take notice of not a few homely 
events such as the incident of the boy who lay 
buried in a snow wreath for 22 hours, and a 
great rise in the price of butter with a con-
sequent large increase in its production so that 
cows doubled in value and the land became 
better cultivated to raise grass for them. For 
the most part, however, they have to do with 
the protracted French wars, when Great Brit-
ain passed through some of her greatest days. 
Wages rose all over the country and among 
farm servants were some "extravagant fellows" 
who would not be content with less that £7 per 
half year. An attempt was made, chiefly by 
women at northern sea-ports, to prevent the 
local export of grain with the result that some 
of them were tried before the Court of 
Justiciary in Aberdeen. Public subscriptions 
were raised for the emergencies of the war and 
by such means large sums were raised, and the 
ports of the country were opened for the im-
port of grain with an offered bounty on wheat 
of £1 per quarter along with "the chance of 
the market," with the result that grain flowed 
into British ports in immense quantities. 

There was ever before men's eyes the fear 
of a French invasion, and large sections of the 
Irish, with their proneness to fish in troubled 
waters, added to Great Britain's critical diffi-
culties by rising in rebellion against the Brit-
ish connection; of incidents connected with the 
experience, graphic accounts are provided. The 
one bright page in the lurid story of the 
Europe of the time is to be found in British 
victories a t sea. One was Admiral Duncan's 
brilliant achievement at Camperdown which, 
the diarist comments, "humbled the traitorous 
and faithless Dutch." The other was 
Nelson's victory of the Nile, described as "a 
bloody battle of no less than 19 hours' dur-
ation" and as constituting "the most complete 
victory in all the British annals, and, I may 
add, the most beneficial too for our country 
hitherto recorded." A large element of interest 
is attached to these pictures of great world 
events as they passed before the eyes of a 
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small farmer in a quiet corner of the county 
of Aberdeen and to the measures taken in this 
country to meet the exigencies of an occasion 
when European liberties threatened to be sub-
mersed by "a general called Bonnaparte." 

Heavy Floods. 
Entries in the diary recounting events in 

1799 and 1800 refer to not a few interesting in-
cidents both of local and national import. In 
the north, a t the beginning of the former year, 
there were three successive storms in the 
rigours of which many people perished. There 
were heavy floods in August and one Sunday 
tha t month at Banff saw boats being used to 
carry people from the bulwark to church, the 
route being along Bridge Street or by the Old 
Salmon Close. In autumn there was a heavy 
fall in the prices of cattle, stots and queys 
selling a t £1 per head, cows a t £2 and first-
rate three-year-old stots which three years pre-
viously would have brought £10 now brought 
only from £4 to £5. The season of harvest was 
very unfavourable and in the uplands of the 
country there was neither bread nor seed, all 
being destroyed by frost and rain. Much is 
also said of the great Napoleonic wars that 
were in progress on the Continent in which 
Great Britain was vitally engaged. Among the 
events noted in connection therewith is what 
the diarist calls "this unlucky expedition," the 
reference being to the expedition to the 
Netherlands by a large British force when the 
Duke of York, second son of George III . , again 
displayed his military incapacity. The Duke 
in 1795 had been made commander-in-chief of 
the British Army, <a position tha t he had to 
resign because of the shameful traffic in mili-
tary appointments tha t was carried on by his 
friend, Mrs Clarke. 

The year 1800 was also introduced in the 
north by a severe storm in which many people 
perished, including a strong young man on 
the Hill of Tillymauld, another a t Millseat, 
and a young woman on the hill above Jack-
ston, on the lands of Hatton Lodge. By sea as 
well as by land there was loss of life: between 
Montrose and Peterhead the coast was strewn 
with the wreckage of 30 ships, and in the short 
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distance between Ythanmouth and Boddam 12 
vessels were wrecked. I t was a season of high 
prices for grain, which were demanded par-
ticularly by those "with a large conscience." 
Owing to the scarcity and dearness of pro-
visions the King was petitioned to convene 
Parliament earlier than usual to concert 
means for the alleviation of the distres-i of the 
poor who were in the utmost difficulties for 
the necessaries of life, and on a December Sun-
day a proclamation by the King's authority 
was read in the parish churches of Scotland 
tha t all persons should abridge a part of their 
daily food allowance, so that what was form-
erly the allowance of three persons should now 
supply four ; tha t all pleasure horses should 
be supplied with hay and not allowed corn, 
and that all means should be used to conserve 
grain. On 16th December the diarist was at a 
roup of grain a t Todlaw where he saw oats 
sold a t £3 7s per boll. Interesting notes are 
.also provided of the coining of copper coins 
by different cities and burghs. More than 40 
different copper coinages were in circulation 
.and counterfeits were common. 

Volunteer Forces. 
A remarkable contrast that must inevitably 

strike one who goes over the diary with any 
care is found in the descriptions that are 
afforded of a war-stricken continent and the 
peaceful prosecution of farming labours that 
were in progress a t the same time in such a 
typically agricultural county as Aberdeen. It 
occurs to the mind in an incisive way in the ex-
periences of such a. year as 1801. The start of 
tha t year saw also the beginning of a new cen-
tury, and it was introduced in the North in 
green, agreeable weather. In the feared invasion 
of Bonaparte, forces of Volunteers were formed. 
The diarist speaks of the uniform they wore; 
he thinks the movement was more popular in 
Banffshire than in Aberdeenshire, and on one 
occasion he saw 1200 Volunteer troops reviewed 
in the parks of Boyndie, all belonging to the 
shire of Banff. Bodies of militia were also 
brought into being. They were to take up 
a rms during the war but were not compelled 
to go out of Scotland. By the original scheme 
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every sixth man between the ages of 19 and 23 
had to go or find a substitute; in its second' 
year the Act was amended so tha t the ages of 
the second draught were from 19 to 30, but evi-
dently there were those who thought that this 
was too severe and arbi t rary . War taxes were-
put on such things as hai r powder, armorial 
bearings and horses used for husbandry, but 
in the last mentioned item the diarist says 
there were farmers who put in their returns a 
smaller number of horses than they had, while-
some gave no return a t all. 

The war continued on the Continent with 
great fury between the French and the Aus-
trians, each army contending as to which had 
had the most slain "as if it had been a banter 
to spill human blood." British alleged sover-
eignty a t sea became a mat ter of strife. In 
November more than 300 British ships were de-
tained in Russian ports and their seamen-
made prisoners, a scheme tha t had been de-
vised by the three northern Powers of Russia, 
Sweden and Denmark. That sent Nelson to-
the Baltic where he destroyed the Danish 
fleet at Copenhagen. "Admiral Horatio Nelson 
long since lost his r ight arm and one of his 
eyes in his country's cause and ventured to 
the Baltic once more to t ry his fortune, and 
Providentially conquered the Danes in their 
own harbour." Then came the hostilities in 
Egypt when the British under General Aber-
crombie defeated the enemy in "the most re-
solute battle that the French had experienced 
with the British all this war." When the pre-
liminaries of peace were being discussed, "Ad-
mirable indeed was this change," writes the 
diarist. "Instead of fighting and almost 
famine now sudden plenty and peace prevailed 
in its stead," one result being tha t whereas 
early in August the price of meal was 2s 6d 
per 8 lbs. "and little regard had to quality," a t 
Hallow Day the best oatmeal was selling a t Is 
per 8 lbs. At home the same year saw the 
new turnpike begun between Banff and Turriff 
and a new bridge built a t Castleton, the one 
that continues to bear the traffic of to-day, 
and there is a note of remarkable personal 
injury and material damage by lightning a t 
Easter Whiterashes, near the diarist 's home. 
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The year 1802 saw the Peace Conference a t 
Amiens where Great Britain was represented 
by Lord Cornwallis, who evidently made the 
journey in great splendour. On the signing of 
terms "there was a general rejoicing in all the 
great towns and villages for the happy return 
of the long wished for peace after so long and 
so bloody a war." The period of peace did not 
last just very long, for Bonaparte had not yet 
been sent to Elba nor was the Island of St 
Helena yet in his horizon, and that British 
statesmen entertained their fears on the sub-
ject is to be seen in the fact that this year 
there was set up a body of standing militia 
of men between the ages of 18 and 45, par-
ticulars being given of a drawing for the force 
that took place a t Turriff for that and sur-
rounding parishes. In the previous year the 
first census of Great Britain was taken and 
now the results of the enumeration were avail-
able. On 11th October this year the new toll 
road was opened between Banff and Turriff 
and a toll bar was brought into use at Turriff 
the same day. 

Trafalgar Year. 
A local event of 1803 that is noted in the 

diary is a wreck near the kirk of Gamrie, with 
the loss of all hands save one who was cast 
upon a rook. The same year a toll-bar was 
set up a t Plaidy, and the first toll was drawn 
on 16th June. Much is said of the threatened 
invasion by the troops of Napoleon and of the 
measures taken here to meet it. Large militia 
forces were enrolled; every man from 17 to 55 
had to learn the use of arms, and an army of 
reserve was formed; those on whom the lot 
fell for service had to go personally, find a 
substitute, or pay £20, a sum that saved them 
for one year from the chance of being drawn 
a second time. Volunteer forces were formed 
in almost every village, so that, says the 
diarist, "such a number of men in arms as 
was a t the end of this year was not in all 
the British annals." A local event of 1804 was 
a fa ta l ailment among cattle, particularly 
among cows, while the year of Trafalgar, 1805, 
was ushered in with a New Year's Day eclipse. 
Of the battle an eloquent and moving account 
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is given by this Aberdeenshire farmer, who 
speaks also of the historic character of the 
national thanksgiving for the victory and of 
the large sums that were collected for widows, 
fatherless, and wounded. 

The Napoleonic wars on the Continent con-
tinued to be a feature of the diary of the Ab-
erdeenshire farmer. In his account of the 
happenings of 1806 he speaks of the struggle 
between the French and the Austrians in which 
Bonaparte captured 60,000 of the lat ter "and 
sent them to France to cultivate the fields >as 
slaves." The French also met the Russians and 
-we are told tha t Napoleon demanded a truce 
which, it was said, was the first he had ever 
asked in his life. We hear also of the French 
troops entering Vienna. We come, as well, to 
the death of Pitt and the beclouded clays that 
then fell on Great Britain in course of which 
there was held a general fast and day of 
humiliation to implore divine protection upon 
our armies and fleets and restore peace to our 
•country. We come in course to the battle 
t h a t was fought on the plains of Weimar 
-where France met Prussia under Frederick and 
where took place the bloodiest bat t le of a 
century- In the lapse of the years, as has been 
already stated, two pages a t the end of the 
first volume of the diary have become torn, 
so tha t nothing that is intelligible has been 
left of the diarist 's account of the events of 
1807. 

The season of 1808 was late and stormy. "We 
had seen nothing," it is recorded, "but stern 
winter for eight long months." All over the 
north country there was great scarcity of 
fodder and many cattle died from starvat ion: 
numbers of cattle came down Deveron and 
Spey, "dead from hunger or distress." This was 
followed by an exceptionally warm July. I t 
is stated that in Hull the temperature was 93 
degs. in the shade and 125 in the sun, la-
bourers dropped dead in the vicinity, birds 
dropped dead in the streets, the honey in bee-
hives melted, ran out upon the ground, and 
stocks of bees were drowned. At Aberdeen 
the thermometer reached unwonted heights— 
""in short there was not such a hot July since 
1770 in this northern country." Then, we 
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come to the beginning of the Peninsular War. 
In course of the narrative some vivid sentences 
will be noted, including the declaration of 
Napoleon that " God has given me strength 
and inclination to surmount all obstacles." 
Assuredly there must have been many in those 
distressful days who were fain to believe it. 

A feature of the diary that must find em-
phasis in the minds of many readers is the 
wonderfully vivid and eloquent account that 
this Aberdeenshire farmer is able to give of 
the great and critical struggles that marked 
the rise of Napoleon to power and that made 
of Europe a blood-bath over a number of years. 
His description of the Battle of Corunna, an 
entry of 1809, is a case in point. That year 
there was in the North of Scotland a frost that 
in its severity bore comparison with experi-
ences in Norway and Canada and the water in 
the harbour of Macduff was frozen over. But 
those were times when one could never get 
very far away from the war, and accordingly 
wo read of how the young men of the nation 
were formed into a Local Militia, meeting for 
the first time for drill on 25th June, and it is 
said that over the succeeding month 154,000 
young men in England and Ireland and 41,000 
in Scotland "were under arms learning to de-
fend their country." An Austrian victory led 
to the formation of a British expeditionary 
force "the like of which never went out of 
Britain," but before it landed Wagram was 
fought and the Austrians were defeated by 
Bonaparte with a loss of 20,000 prisoners. The 
British Welcheron expedition was attended by 
a cruel fate. 

A Royal Jubilee. 
The same year saw the celebration of the 

jubilee of the reign of George III. and there is 
provided an account of the nation-wide re-
joicings over the event. There are glimpses 
tha t go to show that the temperament of the 
diarist had little of pessimism in it, and he 
goes on to note in an emphatic way the great 
improvements that the long reign had seen. 
Notwithstanding the enormous taxes, the 
wealth of the country had risen in proportion. 
"I dwell in the same house as my father dwelt 
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in a t the present King's coronation and I pay-
more than one guinea annually of taxes for 
each shilling my father paid, and yet I have a 
fa r better livelihood and more than five times 
the value he ever possessed." The year 1810 
brings us to the separation of Napoleon and 
Josephine and his marriage to an Austrian 
princess, whose father "he had fought and con-
quered three times with horrible carnage. I t 
was said that in the last 17 years he had 
killed six hundred thousand of the bravest 
German troops, the best soldiers in the world." 
Before the year takes end we hear of Sir 
Arthur Wellesley in Portugal, while a t home 
there were such favourable harvest experiences 
tha t a national thanksgiving was ordered by 
royal decree. 

Notable and interesting events are recorded 
of 1811 and 1812. The usual full account is pro-
vided of the physical character of the seasons 
and of the prices of victual. With 1811 there 
are associated distressful conditions among 
the industrial population of the country due 
to the never-ceasing war and to t rading re-
strictions imposed by one who is on several 
occasions described by the diarist as " the 
Great Usurper." In the manufactur ing towns 
thousands were idle and almost starved in the 
midst of plenty the lat ter remark having a 
connection perhaps with an almost immedia-
tely preceding sentence tha t in the North 
"farmers ' barns were choaked with grain of all 
kinds." Notice is also taken of the mental ill-
ness of the King and lhe appointment of his 
son as Regent. In September a comet appeared 
to the wondering eyes of the Aberdeenshire 
farmer. Books of reference will show tha t this 
was one of two notable comets of the first half 
of the 19th century—these describe it as a most 
bril l iant object for many weeks in the north-
ern heavens. In May, as is noted in the diary, 
Wellington defeated Massena a t Fuentes de 
Onoro, and in the same year General Beres-
ford met Marshal Soult a t Albuera. In 1812 
the war was conducted on more violent lines 
than ever. At Salamanca, a very ancient town, 
for Hannibal captured i t in 222 B.C., and the 
Moors were expelled from its walls in 1055,. 
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Wellington defeated Marmont, and the same 
autumn saw Napoleon inarch into Russia with 
what the diarist describes as "the most memor-
able expedition of any hitherto upon record." 
The burning of Moscow is related and we bear 
again of how the snows of Russia resulted for 
France in, as is said in the diary, "such a dis-
astrous retreat as is not perhaps in the annals 
of history." 

In April 1813 there was in the North of Scot-
land a violent storm when cottages were un-
roofed, sheets of lead were folded up like paper 
on the roofs of churches, and at Aberdeen five 
whaling ships were driven on shore, one of 
them, the Oscar, going to pieces with a loss of 

42 lives. In Spain we hear of the battle of 
Vittoria where Wellington "drove the French 
in all directions," and in September he passed 
the Pyrenees and invaded France. Napoleon 
himself had now to face a Europe in arms 

against him. After severe battles there was 
an armistice of six weeks at the close of which 
interval he published a manifesto "which was 
worded as if he had been God and not fallible 
man." Amongst those be fought were troops of 
his father-in-law of Austria. Bonaparte's de-
feat, we read, put a new face on the affairs of 
Europe so that trade revived, and, at the close 
of the year, best oatmeal—at every crisis we 
come back to the value of oatmeal— was pur-
chased a t one half of what it was in July. 

Elba and St Helena. 
The year 1814 was a period of momentous 

events. A matter of local interest was a long 
and severe frost in spring when for 42 days the 
Deveron was so frozen over that a loaded 
waggon could pass over the ice in safety. But 
wo can never get very far away from the war. 
On the Continent a great and critical cam-
paign was in progress and hostilities were pro-
secuted with the utmost vigour. Bonaparte 
was defeated, Paris surrendered to the Allies, 
-and Napoleon found a temporary home in the 
Island of Elba. The Aberdeenshire diarist 
speaks of how the cities and great towns in 
Britain "illuminated all their houses in so 
brilliant a manner as no history relates such 
rejoicings. The effigies of Bonaparte were 
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burnt in great bonfires in almost every vil-
lage," and he commits to his diary the reflec-
tion that "History bears no records of such 
horrid destruction as had been in Europe the 
last twenty years, and all begun by a deluded 
multitude of French regicides and ended in 
the insatiable ambition of a bloody tyrant ." 
The Kings and Plenipotentiaries of the Allied 
Powers met a t Vienna to draw up a Treaty of 
Peace, and in the first week of June the Tsar 
of Russia and the King of Prussia came to-
London, where "never was such opulence and 
splendour equal to what was visible on this 
occasion. It is not for a pen like mine to de-
scribe the smallest par t of the grandeur ex-
hibited tha t fortnight these illustrious visitors 
stayed in London." After peace in Europe the 
British armies were sent to America, where, in 
September, they reached Washington and 
sacked the city: at a period of only 116 years 
ago the capital of the United States was in 
the possession of British troops and a diarist 
in distant Aberdeenshire put it upon record 
how they "burned all the public buildings and 
arsenals in it and did vast damage." 

The Diary Ends. 
We come in course to 1815, the last year of 

Mr Allardise's diary and the year of Waterloo 
when peace was restored to A war-distressed 
Europe on the surrender of Napoleon and his 
banishment to St Helena. The year opened in 
the enjoyment of peace and in such favour-
able conditions tha t our diarist tells us i t was 
the belief of men of discernment tha t owing to 
the abundant crops of the two preceding years 
and the large importations of grain from 
abroad the price of victual would not exceed 
£1 10s per boll, even although no farmer in 
Great Britain sowed or reaped this year. 
Soon, however, came the news of Bonaparte's 
escape from Elba and in some graphic pages 
we are shown the concerted action of the 
European Powers to destroy Napoleon once 
and for ever, the short and historic campaign 
taking end in the field of Waterloo and in the 
banishment of the Corsican to the South 
Atlantic island. Here comes to an end the 
diary of the tenant farmer of Lower Plaidy. 
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From 1815 to 1826 the diary is continued by 
John Pirrie in Woodhead of Laithers, who pre-
cedes his entries of the years with a state-
ment concerning the affairs of John Allar-
dyce, as is the spelling of the name by Mr 
Pirrie. Mr Allardyce died on September 4,. 
1815, and after stating the fact Mr Pirrie con-
tinues :— 

"Mr Allardyce expressed a wish during his 
lifetime that if his Journal should be 
thought worth the while or could bear the 
expense of printing, his desire was that it 
should be done, af ter verbally nominating 
people for that purpose to inspect it, and up-
on the above peoples' inspection they re-
ported that they did not think it could bear 
the expense of sprinting as it behoove to be 
all transcribed over again and put in better 
language both with respect to Gramer 
and Diction, and if it should not be thought 
proper to print it the author wished me, 
John Pirrie, if I should survive him, to con-
tinue said Journal upon the former plan, 
which he said would be an amusement to 
me as it was to him, during my lifetime, and 
a t or before my death that I would leave i t 
to some of my relations or any other person 
whom I thought capable of continuing it in 
the same line, and the author said that at 
some future period it might fall into some 
person's hands who would think it worth the 
while of printing and then his Journal and 
what should be added to it perhaps might 
appear in public when we both should be no 
more." 
The rest of Mr Pirrie's preliminary state-

ment has to do with the winding up of Mr 
Allardyce's estate. He and Mr Wm. Thomson, 
farmer in Nethertown of Auchry, were the 
executors. The estate amounted to £817, and 
after paying wages, debts, expenses, &c., there 
was left £659. In accordance with the terms 
of the will, one-half of that was paid to air 
Allardyce's widow, then the wife of Robert 
Strachan farmer in Cliftbog of Laithers; £50 
was paid to Mr Allardyce's sister, Mrs Alex. 
Thomson, Sealscrook; and the balance, amount-
ing after payment of expenses, &c., to £.252, was 
given for behoof of the poor belonging to the 
Episcopal Church congregations of Turriff and 
Monquhitter. 
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