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S A T U R D A Y , J U L Y 1 9 , 1 9 3 0 . 

Two interesting ruins within a, few miles of 
each other on the Banffshire coast, Boyne 
and Findlater Castles, were visited to-day by 
the Club, and, a t its invitation Elgin Field 
Club and Elgin Literary and Scientific Associa-
tion. The outing -was somewhat marred by 
ra in which poured almost unceasingly. Dr 
Douglas .Simpson, librarian of King's College, 
Aberdeen, accompanied the party of about 80 
and described the ruined buildings. 

The occasion had a special significance for the 
Banffshire Field Club since two days before the 
Club celebrated its jubilee. Sheriff John W. 
More, Banff, the president, made appropriate 
reference to this when the company later met 
for t ea a t Cullen and the Club received the 
warm congratulations of Dr Simpson and its 
Morayshire friends. 

Travelling by bus and car the members of 
the three bodies foregathered in the early 
afternoon a t Boyne Castle. With Sheriff More 
the officials present were—Dr C. S. M'Pherson 
and Mr Wm. Simpson, joint secretaries of the 
Banffshire Field Club; Rev. Geo. Birnie, Spey-
mouth, president of the Elgin Field Club, and 
Messrs A. Middleton and W. E. Watson, joint 
secretaries of the Elgin Literary and Scientific 
Association. With the company was Mr H. B. 
Mackintosh, Elgin, a noted local historian, 
and a t Findlater Castle it was joined by Mr 
Burnett Stuart of Ardmeallie. 

Boyne Castle. 
Before the inspection of the ruins over-

looking the water of the Boyne, Dr Simpson 
briefly addressed the umbrella-covered party. 
The chief interest of Boyne Castle, he said, 
was tha t it was the earliest example known of 
a definite piece of archaism or architectural 
imitation. I t was so good a sham that in the 
days before castles were properly understood 
it had often been described as a 13th century 
fortress. I t was really a castle built in the 
last quarter of the 16th century and was an 
ant iquarian anachronism. All pointed clearly 
to the date as being 16th century. In the 
first place the site was not such as a man 
thinking of defence would ever have chosen 
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for a castle. Secondly, in an early castle they 
had a curtain outer wall and interior build-
ings of thin construction which merely leaned 
against the curtain walls, whereas if they 
went round that building they would observe 
all the walls, both interior and outer, were 
of about the same size and never more than 
3 ft. 6 ins. thick. It was a sham front, not a 
curtain wall. In the same way all the archi-
tectural details were of 16th century pattern. 
The only defence was musketry gun loops, 
such as were in use a t the end of the 16th 
century. The castle was never intended to 
stand a serious siege. The gun loops were in 
case of unwelcome attentions of neighbours. 
The castle's design had all the appearance of 
a symmetrically planned 14th century castle 
of the French or English type but its details 
clearly revealed it to be nothing more than 
a castellated mansion house of the end of the 
16th century. In many of its details it re-
sembled the later condition of Edzell Castle 
and also of Tolquhon Oastle, in Aberdeenshire, 
built in 1584-89. 

Dr Simpson said the original castle of the 
Thanage of the Boyne occupied a site on the 
west side of the water of Boyne near its mouth, 
where the remains might still be seen of a 
motte or earth-work castle of the early Norman 
type. ' In 1486 that building passed from the 
hands of the Edmonstone family to the Ogilvies 
of Deskford and in 1575 to a younger branch 
of the family of Ogilvie in the person of Sir 
George Ogilvie of Dunlugas. In all probability 
it was Sir George Ogilvie who abandoned the 
early site at the mouth of the Boyne and re-
housed himself on an ampler and more splen-
did scale about half-a-mile farther up the 
water and on the opposite side. The only 
event of importance in the history of Boyne 
Castle was the hostile visit paid to it by the 
Marquis of Montrose in 1645. Montrose burned 
all the out-buildings and laid waste the 
grounds but did not attempt to capture the 
castle itself. The later Ogilvies were Jacobites 
and owing to personal extravagances got into 
a state of financial embarrassment. In 1731 
the castle passed to the Seafield Estate and 
since then has been abandoned. Conducting 
the party round the ruins Dr Simpson drew 
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attention to the evidences of an extra storey 
having been added over the great hall. 

Findlater Castle. 
At Findlater Castle, the weather was if any-

thing worse and the rain and the cold wind 
from the sea made things distinctly unpleasant 
for the visitors as they wended their way 
along the narrow path to the ruin rising from 
the water's edge. Dr Simpson made some in-
teresting remarks on the history and char-
acter of the structure, hut these are reserved 
in view of the fact that, as was noted a t the 
succeeding meeting of the Club, Dr Simpson 
had kindly undertaken to provide an archaeo-
logical survey of the ruins. It has to be noted 
with gratitude, however, that ,the long grass 
round both castle ruins and on the pathways 
to them had been cut, and for his forethought, 
Mr David T. Samson, factor, Seafield Estates, 
who was one of the party along with the 
Misses Samson was heartily thanked on the 
call of Dr Simpson. 

Club's Jubilee, 
The party had tea in the Seafield Church 

Hall, Cullen. Sheriff More, who presided, after-
wards expressed the Banffshire Field Club's 
pleasure at having with them friends from 
Elgin and he also expressed the indebtedness 
of all to Dr Simpson for his kindness 

Sheriff More went on to say that almost to a 
day the Club had on that occasion celebrated 
its 50th birthday. (Cheers.) Looking back upon 
the earliest Transactions of the Club he saw 
tha t on 17th July 1880, the Banffshire Field 
Club had its first meeting when it visited under 
the direction of Dr Home, a great geologist, 
the district of Gardenstown and Gamrie gener-
ally. There was another expedition to Fyvie 
Castle and the Braes of Gight a few weeks 
a f te r and the first annual meeting was held 
in the autumn of 1880 when the first president, 
his revered predecessor, Sheriff Scott Moncrieff, 
delivered a lecture which he had read the pre-
vious evening and which had been of the great-
est interest to him because it showed how 
wonderful the point of view on various matters 
had changed since 1830. A fine scholar, Sheriff 
Scott Moncrieff was there dealing with the 
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problems of his day and showing how a 
scientific society need not be in opposition to 
the theories on religion, referring to Huxley 
and Darwin and the great struggle then going 
on between science and religion. "Do we ever 
think of that sort of thing?" Sheriff More 
asked. "Later in the volume I come across in 
the year 1883 an account of a huge gathering 
in Banff of all the learned societies in the 
North. I think they were invited by the Banff-
shire Field Club to congregate in Banff and 
have a regular orgy of scientific papers. I do 
not know how we people would stand it. They 
began on the Thursday with i n outdoor ex-
pedition, there was another on the Friday 
afternoon and on Friday evening they had, I 
think, about a dozen papers on all sorts of 
'isms and queer names I don't understand. 
And mark you, on Saturday the town of Banff 
was decorated with flags and streamers of 
welcome. Can you imagine that in Banff? 
(Laughter.) People may say living was rather 
uninteresting 50 years ago and any little ex-
citement was welcomed but to me it shows that 
we have probably lost a good deal in the last 
50 years, for could we imagine the town of 
Banff going into gala because a number of 
Field Clubs happened to be meeting to dis-
cuss rather obscure subjects of archaeology, 
geology and the like? We have travelled a 
long way since then, whether for well or ill 
is not for me to say, but it helps us to realise 
that our Field Club has a considerable bit of 
history behind it." (Cheers.) Sheriff More 
added that in the printed Transactions of the 
Club was much interesting and valuable 
material provided by members for the ad-
vancement not only of the knowledge of their 
own environment but scientific knowledge in 
general. 

Rev. Geo. Birnie on behalf of those present 
from Elgin thanked the Club for the privilege 
of accompanying them on their tour and joined 
in congratulations to the Banffshire Club on at-
taining the half-century of its existence—Dr 
Simpson, who spoke of the pleasure it was to 
speak to any company with an apparent in-
terest euch as had been displayed by the Banff 
and Elgin clubs, also congratulated the Banff 
Club on its jubilee. 
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