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T U E S D A Y , M A R C H 18, 1930 . 

A meeting of the Banffshire Field Club was 
held a t Banff this evening, when the chair was 
occupied by the president. Sheriff More. The 
business of the meeting was to hear a paper 
by Mr Alistair N. Tayler, of Glenbarry, on the 
Marquis of Montrose in Banffshire. It was 
heard by the members with great pleasure and 
high appreciation. 

MARQUIS OF MONTROSE IN BANFFSHIRE. 
Mr Tayler said— 
Among our national heroes, James Graham, 

Marquis of Montrose, must ever hold an hon-
ourable and unique place. He was in some 
ways the greatest natural soldier this country 
has ever produced, and was, besides, a man of 
the noblest character. George Wishart, his 
private chaplain, in the "Deeds of Montrose," 
proves to his own satisfaction that at every 
crisis in Scottish history it was a Graham who' 
saved the State! and cites first "Graham-
more, ' who demolished the Wall of the Roman 
Emperor Severus and helped to drive out the 
Romans about A.D. 400. Then a Graham who 
took part in the expulsion of the Danes, and a 
third who fought with Wallace. (He draws a 
veil over the betrayer and murderer of the 
gallant King James I., of whom we were all 
taught to say in our youth "Sir Robert 
Graeme, God gie him shame.") 

But apar t from any legend, and even allow-
ing for the exaggerated panegyrics of his own 
followers, Montrose's exploits read like a story 
of Homeric days and merit a Homer to sing 
them. 

George Wishart says "He performed such ex-
ploits without men, without money, without 
arms, which as they were an admiration to us 
who were present and eye and ear witnesses of 
them, so they may very properly be the objects 
of emulation and imitation to the greatest 
generals in succeeding ages." 

A greater Scottish writer of the last century 
(now too little read) also sings his praises. In 
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Carlyle's "Heroes and Hero-Worship," in the 
Chapter on "The Hero as King," occurs this 
remarkable passage— 

"How indispensable is a King, in all move-
ments of man. I t is strikingly shown in the 
Civil War in Scotland what becomes of Men 
when they cannot find a chiefman and their 
enemies can. The Scotch nation was all but 
unanimous in Puritanism, but it had no leader, 
poor, tremulous, hesitating Argylls and such 
like. . . They had no leader and the scat-
tered Cavaliers had one. . . Montrose the 
noblest of all the Cavaliers, an accomplished, 
gallant-hearted, splendid man, what one may 
call the Hero-Cavalier. . . Look a t it. On the 
one hand subjects without a King—on the 
other a King without subjects. 

"The subjects without King can do nothing: 
the King without subjects can do something— 
Montrose, with a handful of Irish and High-
land savages, few of them so much as guns in 
their hands, dashes a t the drilled puritan 
armies like a wild whirlwind; sweeps them, 
time after time, some five times over, from the 
field before him. He was at one time, for a 
short while, master of all Scotland." 

Montrose as Covenanter. 
My object is chiefly to t reat of Montrose's ex-

ploits in our own neighbourhood, and his com-
plete life-story cannot be given here—that has 
been dene by f a r abler hands than mine, and 
the main facts are probably known to all of 
you. He was born a t the end of the year 1612, 
so at the time of his death, J anuary 1650, was 
only seven and thirty, but half the allotted 
life of a man, and into this short space had 
crowded so much activity and so much glory. 

His father, the 4th Earl of Montrose, died 
when young James was only fourteen, and his 
mother had died six years before. Thereafter 
his home was chiefly with his sister Margaret 
and her e'.derly husband. Lord Napier. He was 
a t St Andrews University where he dis-
tinguished himself both in work and in sport. 
When barely seventeen, he made a love-match 
with Magdalen Carnegie, the youngest daugh-
ter of Lord Southesk, the marriage ceremony 
taking riace on November 10th, 1629. For three 

years he lived with his parents-in-law, two 
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sons being born to him before he was nineteen! 
and for three years more he travelled abroad. 
I t was not till 1636 that he went to London and 
saw King Charles I., from whom, curiously 
enough, he had rather a chilly reception; 
Charles was notoriously a bad judge of men. 

As is well known, Montrose's early sym-
pathies were all with his fellow-countrymen in 
their opposition to the English bishops and 
prayer book, and he opposed the King's Com-
missioner, the Marquis of Hamilton. More-
over, he signed the Covenant and took up 
arms for the Covenanters, who gave him, al-
though only twenty-five, an important com-
mand in the field. Aberdeen surrendered to 
him and the Marquis of Huntly became his 
prisoner. 

He defeated the Royalist troops at the Brig 
of Dee, Lord Lewis Gordon, then only fourteen, 
being among his foes, and next day came the 
news tha t the King had signed terms of peace 
with the Covenanters at Berwick and both 
armies were to be disbanded. Throughout the 
troubles and endless discussions of the next 
three years. Montrose remained, as his bro-
ther-in-law, Lord Napier said, "wrestling be-
twixt extremities, and being most unwilling to 
divide from those whom he had joined in 
Covenant," and in the end of 1640 drew toge-
ther a number of influential nobles to en-
deavour to thwart the ambitious schemes of 
Argyll. This was the occasion of the signing 
of the Cumbernauld bond. Montrose was 
arrested and imprisoned, but after the King 
had left Scotland was set free—1st March 1642. 

Montrose as Royalist. 
For a year he remained quietly at home, but 

when he realised that the Covenanters were 
merely anxious to overthrow the Royal family 
for their own ends he saw that his true loyalty 
to King and Country led him to oppose them, 
and he decided to do so with his whole heart 
and to go and see the King and point out to 
him the state of things in the North. With 
this object he journeyed to England and met 
the Queen Henrietta Maria on her arrival 
from the Continent at Bridlington and again 
a t York, in February 1643. Montrose's advice 
as to the King's affairs which he proffered to 
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the Queen was unfortunately counteracted by 
that of the Duke (then Marquis) of Hamilton, 
thereafter to be seen as a trai tor to the Royal 
cause, but then well known to and trusted by 
the Queen. Hamilton counselled waiting before 
declaring hostilities against the Covenanters, 
which was. of course, exactly what they de-
sired, and Montrose, foiled, returned to Scot-
land, where the Covenanters had, without royal 
authority, convened a meeting of the Esta tes-
June 1643—in which they had a large majority. 

Montrose did not obey their summons to 
Edinburgh, but the leaders, knowing his per-
sonal weight and valour, sent envoys to him to 
try to induce him to join them. From these he 
learnt the real aims of the party, hitherto so 
truly suspected by him, and decided to go to 
England again and warn the King that a hos-
tile army was about to march from Scotland 
and join his enemies in the north of England. 
The Queen, whom Montrose found a t Oxford, 
was, as before, entirely under the influence of 
the Hamiltons and would not. listen to t im, 
hut he went on to Gloucester, which the King 
was besieging, and laid the state of the case 
before him. The Hamiltons still advised delay 
and King Charles characteristically put off 
full consideration of Montrose's more vigorous 
plans till very nearly too late. A Covenanting 
army of 20,000 was actually on the Border when 
the King, from whom the Hamiltons could no 
longer conceal the danger, at last sent for 
Montrose and bogged for his advice and help. 

Things were now in a desperate pass but 
Montrose proposed a plan whereby he should 
return to Scotland, with a party of horse to be 
furnished by the Marquis of Newcastle (com-
manding the King's troops in the north of Eng-
land), raise the King's friends in Scotland, and 
await the arrival of arms and Danish hor3e 
from abroad and the assistance promised by 
the Earl of Antrim from the north of Ireland. 
With these auxiliaries, who did not make their 
appearance for many months, came the fam-
ous Colkitto, Alexander Macdonald, an ally of 
somewhat doubtful value, who eventually 
"retired" from Montrose's service in September 
1645 with 3000 of the best troops. The King 
offered Montrose a commission as Governor of 
Scotland and commander of the Royal forces 
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there, but Montrose chose rather to obviate 
jealousy by acting as Lieutenant-General 
under Prince Maurice whom he desired should 
be appointed Commander-in-chief. (His own 
commission as Commander-in-chief, together 
with his patent as Marquis, was sent to him by 
the King af ter the battle of Kilsyth, 15th. 
August 1645.) 

A First Victory. 
I t was now the winter of 1643, and before 

Montrose had started on his romantic enter-
prise, the Hamiltons again came to Oxford and 
tried to undermine his influence with the King. 
Failing in this, the Earl of Lanark went over 
to the Parl iamentary party and Hamilton him-
self was then thrown into prison. Montrose 
set off on his Quixotic task, without men, arms 
or money, to re-conquer the northern realm 
for his king and master. The Marquis of New-
castle failed him, as did so many of his so-
called co-adjutors. He entered Scotland prac-
tically alone and to this period belongs the 
romantic adventure of his journey disguised 
as the groom of his friend, Sir William Pollock, 
and the chance meeting with a soldier who 
knew him, described with an almost Shakes-
pearean touch by Wishart. The soldier ad-
dressed the pretended groom by name and re-
fused to believe the denial of identity—"With a 
countenance full of humility and duty he cried 
out, Do I not know my Lord Montrose well 
enough? But go your way and God be with 
you"—and kept the secret faithfully. 

Having reached Scotland safely, Montrose 
was not long in collecting an army among the 
Highlanders of Badenoch and Athole, who re-
ceived him, says Wishart, "with very great joy 
and almost paid him the honours of a 
guardian angel." After some delay, a portion 
of the Irish sent over by Antrim at the King's 
orders, joined Montrose, and as soon as he 
appeared in the field, with an army of about 
2000 men, he was joined by the forces under 
Lord Kilpont and Sir John Drummond (these 
having been called out by the Covenanters). 
He gained his first victory over his and tho 
King's enemies in August 1644 at Tippermuir, 
near Perth, the battle being remarkable for 
the fact that in the whole of his army he had 
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only three horses and thai his forces were so 
inferior in number to the enemy that the line 
was only three deep. The cavalry of the 
Covenanters, on which great reliance had been 
placed, only saved themselves by flight from a 
determined attack with volleys of stones, and 
the fleet-footed Highlanders pursued the flying 
horse and foot for seven miles. The account of 
thi i battle again recalls Shakespearean chron-
icles, for it is said that 3000 of the defeated 
side were slain and only two or three of the 
victors. The city of Perth a t once surrendered, 
and the alarm caused by Montrose was shown 
by the reward of 20,000 pounds Scots (£1600) 
being offered for his capture, alive or dead. 

Banff Bailie Plundered. 
Meanwhile, the Royalists of Banffshire and 

Aberdeenshire had not been idle. Under the 
leadership of the Gordons of Gight, Newton 
and Ardlogie (father of Nathaniel Gordon), a 
party of about forty had in March 1644 entered 
Banff whence they took all the arms and 
money they could find. They plundered Alex-
ander Winchester, one of the Banff bailies, of 
700 merks, which he was holding as a collector 
of taxes, besides taking 400 merks of his own 
money and 500 merks from George Geddes, an-
other collector. They also made the bailie? of 
Banff 'in the absence of their Provost, Doctor 
Douglas, an ardent Covenanter), subscribe the 
bond denying the last covenant and promising-
to follow the King. They then left the town, 
passing Muiresk on the way, whence they car-
ried off the Laird as their prisoner. 

In the early days of 1644, Banff had begun to 
prepare itself for this kind of eventuality, as 
is shown by the following extracts from the 
Court Book of the Burgh of date 31st January: 
"The provost, baillies and counsell upone cer-
taine guid and sufficient reasones moveing 
them, ordaines the haill burgesses and house-
holderis both friemen and unfriemen within 
the samen to be in readiness weill armed with 
swords and pikes or muskets within twentie 
four hours nixt af ter thay shall be advertised 
be any official of the said burgh for going wher 
it shall please the saidis magistratis to com-
mand them and that under the payne of ten 
poundis moe. ilk persone." 
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Alexander Douglas, the Covenanter, was Pro-
vost of Banff from 1639-1645. He was Commis-
sioner to Parliament for the Burgh of Banff 
from 1641-1645, from 1649-1651, and again irom 
1656-1658. He married Isabella Chisolm, widow 
of Alexander Craig:, the poet. Later he be-
came Sheriff of the County and was returning 
one morning from the Court House when he 
was stabbed by a man who was selling peats in 
the street. The knife passed through the 
Sheriff's body. The murderer (who was said 
to have come from the land of Sir Ernest 
Gordon of Park) jumped on the horse that 
carried the peats, galloped up the Strait Path, 
and making his escape, was never heard of 
again. I t is further believed that the alleged 
monument to Robert the Bruce on the outside 
of the Duff House Mausoleum is really that of 
Provost Douglas removed from the Banff old 
churchyard. 

After the victory of Tippermuir Montrose 
proceeded to Aberdeen, where, on September 
12th, 1644, he defeated another Covenanting 
army under Lord Burleigh, the left wing of 
which was commanded by Lord Lewis Gordon, 
third son of the Marquis of Huntly, then nine-
teen, and afterwards the third Marquis. "This 
young man was of such a fiery and uncertain 
temper as to be a danger to both sides," to 
which he alternately attached himself and un-
doubtedly did more harm to the King's party 
under Montrose at the times when he was an 
unreliable friend than when he was a declared 
foe. Three years before, he had suddenly de-
serted his father in London, carrying away 
with him to Holland all the latter's jewels 
and money. 

The Marquis of Huntly was all along jealous 
of Montrose and instead of combining with 
him loyally and enlisting all the Gordon clan 
under the Royal banner, he formed as it were 
a separate army, commanded by himself. Ac-
cording to Wishart, "he extolled immoderately 
the glory and achievements of his ancestors 
and endeavoured to stir up jealousy among 
the clarsmen of sharing their glory and re-
nown with any other, meaning Montrose, in 
this he was not successful, his followers urged 
him to combine with the King's lieutenant-
general and many went so far as to say that 
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if he aid not, they a t least would do so, and 
the young Lord Gordon was, of course, later 
on. one of Montrose's closest friends and most 
valuable partizans, but divided councils and 
petty jealousy did undoubtedly weaken the 
royal cause in the north and justify the gibe 
that ' the false Gordons betrayed King Charles 
as some of them had betrayed Queen Mary." 
The remembrance of his imprisonment by the 
Covenanters when Montrose was one of their 
leaders also, no doubt, embittered Huntly. 

Argyll in the North. 
Montrose remained in Aberdeen for some 

days, hoping for reinforcements and then 
marched to Kintore. According to Gordon in 
"Britane's Distemper" he then went through 
Garioch, Strathdon and Strathaven to the 
Spey—thus crossing some portion of Banff-
shire. On reaching the Spey he found it 
guarded by the men of Caithness and shortly 
afterwards betook himself to the wilds of 
Badenoch where he had a serious illness. His 
death was even reported and some of the 
Covenanting Ministers announced triumph-
antly (and prematurely) that, the Lord had 
slain their terrible enemy. On his recovery in 
October 1644, he was again in Athole and then 
in Angus. (The rapidity of his movements 
always disconcerted his foes.) Argyll was not 
anxious to provoke a battle, but allowed the 
Covenanting troops to waste the Gordon 
country, although two of Huntly's sons, 
Argyll's own nephews, Lord Gordon and Lord 
Lewis, were with him at the time. Lord Aboyne, 
the 2nd son, being a prisoner in Carlisle. 

Spalding in his "Memorialls of the Trubles 
in Scotland" says "Argyll distroyit the haill 
rawis of Strathbogie, cornfield, landis, out-
right, insicht, horss, nolt, scheip and all other 
goods they could get. Strathila and Boyne 
were sore wrachit, and when this army had 
distroyit Strathbogie, then thay leivit upon 
the Engzie, herrying the countrie and destroy-
ing the cornes, so that thair was no four house-
holderis dwelling thair of the name of Gordon, 
but all had fled, yea, and some alledgit thay 
want willinglie into Montrose's army. And 
likewise thay distroyit the cornis and bestiall 
of Strathavan, Auchindoun and uther landis 
about." 
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Argyll then went south in pursuit of Mon-
trose, who eluded him and returned to Strath-
bogie and towards the end of October marched 
by Auchterless to Fyvie Castle, where, being 
surprised by the return of Argyll's army, he 
entrenched himself with great skill and drove 
-off his foes, a t the battle of Fyvie, October 24th, 
1644. I t was in this fight that Montrose's men 
were driven to use bullets made from domestic 
vessels melted down, and one was heard to 
boast that he "broke many an enemy's head 
-with a chamber pot." A welcome store of 
powder and shot was here captured from 
Argyll's army. 

At Balvenie and Strathbogie 
Montrose, after the battle, marched tack 

from Fyvie to Turriff and then, probably 
along the banks of the Deveron to the "place 
of Rothiemay," which was plundered—it is 
difficult to understand the reason, as at that 
time it belonged to a Gordon. He then vent 
.again to Strathbogie, and his great aim being 
to keep his Highlanders and Irish forever on 
the move, he next withdrew into Banffshire to 
Balvenie. Finding that he was here safe from 
Argyll's cavalry and as it was now nearly 
midwinter, he allowed his men a few days' 
rest. Balvenie at this date belonged to Sir 
Robert Innes of Invermarkie, who had been 
made a baronet by Charles I. in 1631. He and 
his sons were firm royalists and owing to their 
financial commitments on behalf of the Crown, 
the place had to be sold in 1658. Balvenie was 
destined to play a somewhat prominent part 
in the troubles of this period. Montrose him-
self camped there more than once, and alter 
he had gone abroad there was a further rising 
in 1649, directed by Thomas Mackenzie of Plus-
cardine Lord Reay, and Lord Ogilvy. 

At this period Montrose lost a good many 
officers, some going home and others being 
lured awav by Argyll. At the end of 
the year 1614 Montrose returned to 
.Strathbogie and in January 1645 he set out 
again to the South in pursuit of Argyll, his 
a rmy making almost incredible marches 
through the snow-covered hills and Argyll fled 
to safety in Perth and later to his own country, 
where Montrose's troops pursued him right 
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over his own hills and the mountain-passes be-
lieved to be impregnable to all but natives. 
Montrose's men also subsisted themselves 
royally on Argyll's cattle and deer. At the 
battle of Inverlochy, February 2nd, 1645, Argyll 
only saved himself from capture by a some-
what urdignified escape in a boat. (The first 
of three such flights from fear of Montrose.) 
I t is said that the Royalist army lost only 
three men besides the veteran Sir Thomas 
Ogilvy. The enemy lost 1500. 

Military Measures in Moray. 
After ravaging the enemy's country, in ac-

cordance with the military practice of the 
times, Montrose returned to Morayshire, 
where he called upon all men between sixteen 
and sixty to rise and serve the King. It was 
no :ime for weak measures and the lands of 
those who refused to answer the call of the 
King's Lieutenant were plundered, amongst 
them being the three houses of the Laird of 
Ballindalloch, namely, Pitchaish, Foyness and 
Ballindalloch itself, Spalding recording that 
"houises, bigginges and corn-yairdes of his 
haill ground and his haill landis were plun-
dered of horse, nolt, scheip and uther goodis." 
These methods may appear cruel, but it must 
be remembered that it was the usual custom in 
those days, when it was thought that only 
fear of the consequences would induce people 
to act vigorously for either party. Grant of 
Ballindalloch retired with Innes of Innes to 
Spynie Castle, which was strongly fortified, 
and Montrose marched to Elgin, being met on 
his way by the Laird of Grant and others who 
offered their services to the King, binding 
themselves to do this by strong oaths. 

Montrose reached Elgin on 14th February, 
and it surrendered on the 19th. At Elgin he 
was joined by Lord Gordon, who had escaped 
from the tutelage of his uncle, Argyll, Lord 
Lewis Gordon and Colonel Nathaniel Gordon 
who came from the Bog of Gight, and by-
several of the landed gentry of the Northern 
counties. But as most of the inhabitants of 
Moray were, according to Wishart, "extremely 
addicted" to the Covenanters and had hid 
themselves in their lurking-places, he had no 
great hopes of raising many men in that shire. 
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He therefore led his forces across the Spey 
(which a t that time was the boundary between 
Banffshire and Morayshire), in order to raise 
the royalists in the counties of Aberdeen and 
Banff by the presence, example and influence 
of Lord Gordon. He took up his quarters at 
the Bog o' Gight, and here a great misfortune 
befell him in the death of his gallant eldest 
son, Lord Graham, Earl of Kincardine. He 
was scarcely fifteen, and had been born before 
his father 's 18th birthday, so the two were 
more like brothers, and Montrose's grief was 
great; the boy was buried in the churchyard 
of Bellie, but there is no monument to his 
memory. 

Before crossing the Spey, Montrose sent some 
of the Farquharsons of Braemar to attack 
Cullen, which they did with such energy that 
as Spalding states, they plundered it "piti-
fullie." But as a set-off to this Spalding also 
relates that the Covenanters plundered "the 
place" of Elchies—in his own words—"thair 
cam pairties f ra the regiments lying at Inver-
ness to the place of Elchies, whairin the Laird 
of Grant was then dwelling, and pitifullie 
plunderit the samen and left not the ladies' 
apparell, jewelles and goldsmith wark on-
taken up whereof Elchies had stoir." This was 
probably in revenge for the Laird of Grant's 
adherence to Montrose. 

Levies in Banffshire. 
During his stay at Gordon Castle Montrose 

was raising fresh levies in Banffshire. Amongst 
those who joined him were Alexander Duff of 
Keithmore; his brother, John Duff of Bowma-
kellach; Robert Duff younger of Drummuir. 
termed "the gallant"; James and Adam Duff of 
Bade, and Walter Ogilvie of Milton. 

Alexander Duff of Keithmore was the son of 
Adam Duff of Clunybeg and "an officer under 
Montrose in all his campaigns of 1644, '45 and 
'46, and when the Marquis went abroad in Sep 
tember 1646 Alexander Duff went to the Conti-
nent." Among the Duff House papers, the fol-
lowing records of his military career are pre-
served. His commission— 

"George, marquesse of Huntly, his Majesty's 
Lieutenant of and in the northern partes of 
this his Majesty's Kingdome of Scotland. . . . 
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Be vertue of his Majestie's Commission granted 
to us, we doe by these presents appoynt you 
Alexander Duff captain of ane troup to consist 
of fiftae horses with their Ryders sufficiently 
armed, to be within the regiment of our sonne 
the Lord Gordon, Giveing you full power to 
exercise all the functions and dueties belong-
ing to ane captain of horses and to command 
all your inferior officers and souldiers, as they 
are to be obedient to you. Provyding alwayes, 
you be accountable to us for deschargeing the 
said office and obedient to the command of 
your superior officers. Given under our hand 
and seale at Huntly the 23rd of October 1645." 

A further paper states: 
"Captain Alexander Duffe is heerby ordained 

to passe into the lands of Mulben, Strayla, 
Grange, Rothemay and Tordewhill, and to 
levie from thence ane horseman for his Ma-
jesty's service sufficiently armed out of everie 
daugh of the said lands excepting only such 
lands as pertaine in proper possession without 
being wadset to Glengarroche, Birkenburn, 
Miltoun, Carestown, Achaynochie, Brako and 
Floors, And to conduct the said horsemen to 
ane rendewous appoynted a t Huntly tpon Mon-
day next, the last of this month, by ten houres 
in the fore-noon, for which these shall be unto 
the said Captain Duffe ane sufficient warrant. 
Signed at Huntly the twentie-fourth day of 
November 1646." 

On Alexander Duff's return to Scotland he 
was granted a protection by Major-General 
Middleton which was dated a t Strathbogie, 
May 7th, 1647, and in June of the same year he 
made "his public and solemn humiliation in 
presence of the Congregation of the church of 
Mortlach" and was absolved "of all censure for 
his delinquencie." A fur ther protection was 
granted to him by Middleton in February 1648 
and in March of the same year he is granted 
"full assurance of his life and fortune, for any 
deed done by him in the late course of rebel-
lion hee hath formerlie bene in Provided hee 
behave himself dutifully in time comeing, 
otherwyse this favour to be voyd." 

At a Cabrach Inn. 
John Duff of Bowmakellach, born in 1624, was 

the second son of Adam Duff of Clunybeg and 
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brother of Alexander of Keithmore. he joined 
Montrose early in 1645, got a commission and 
was the Marquis' constant companion in all 
his marches. Castle Forbes (now Druminnor) 
was committed to his care by Montrose, and he, 
with a small garrison, defended it against the 
Forbeses (who were then mostly Covenanters) 
during the whole of Montrose's campaigns and 
only surrendered it after the latter had gone 
abroad in 1646, when he obtained an honour-
able capitulation for himself and his men. He 
then returned to Bowmakellach, where he lived 
quietly until 1650, when Montrose returning to 
Scotland, John Duff rejoined his old leader 
and was present at the battle at Carbisdale. 
He was taken prisoner after that defeat and 
was with other prisoners to be conveyed to 
Edinburgh for trial. 

John Duff was brought through the Cabrach 
(while Montrose was taken to Keith) where he 
had leased a small farm, and he and his 
escort were lodged for the night at an Inn 
whose owner was well known to him. He per-
suaded the inn-keeper to give the soldiers (of 
whom there were only half a dozen) plenty of 
whisky whilst he looked after the officer who 
remained in the same room with him. When 
the latter, had fallen into a drunken sleep, 
John Duff quietly left the room and stole out 
of the house to the stable in search of his 
horse. Here he encountered an unforeseen 
difficulty. The stable was not locked, but one 
of the soldiers had been stationed at the door 
and was lying fast asleep before it. John 
Duff, in this predicament and in his anxiety 
to get away quickly, cut the poor fellow's 
throat and dragging his dead body aside 
entered the stable in search of his horse. It 
being dark a t the time he was unable to re-
cognise his own horse and took out instead 
one belonging to one of the soldiers. Hastily 
he mounted and dashed off but he had not 
gone very fa r before he heard the sound of 
horses in pursuit. He turned off the high road 
and towards a wood, hoping he would thus 
escape detection, but before he reached it the 
day dawned and showed him that the pursuing 
horses were all riderless and were only fol-
lowing him for company. He proceeded to 
collect them, and having done so he hastened 
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into Buchan by the least frequented routes. In 
that district he was sale amongst royalist 
friends and having thus made good his escape 
he further obtained funds for his journey 
abroad by selling all the horses! 

Robert Duff, "the gallant," was the eldest 
son of Adam Duff first of Drummuir and his 
wife, Jean Gordon of Abergeldie. He was in-
strumental in raising soldiers for Montrose in 
Banffshire in 1645. He married Eupham Lyon, 
daughter of John Lyon of Cossen, second son 
of 'the Earl of Strathmore and his wife, Cath-
erine Carnegie, thus being connected by mar-
riage with his leader, through Montrose's wife 
"the fair Magdalen Carnegie." Robert Duff was 
killed on July 2nd, 1645, a t the dearly bought 
victory of Alford, three months before the 
death of his father. 

James and Adam Duff of Bade were the sons 
of James Duff of Bade and his wife, Jean 
Gordon. They probably joined Montrose at the 
same time as their relative, Robert Duff, 
younger of Drummuir. Nothing is known of 
their military careers but both appeared be-
fore the Presbytery a t Keith, June 9th, 1647, 
and "acknowledged their oifence that they had 
been in actual rebellion and compliance with 
the common enemy (i.e., Montrose). They were 
referred back to their parishes, and there to 
make their repentance in sackcloth before the 
congregation." In 1649 James Duff is described 
in the Presbytery Book of Strathbogie as being 
willing to sign the Covenant, and at a meeting 
of the Presbytery held a t Ruthven 25th Sep-
tember 1650 he, with several others, "gave in 
his supplication and acknowledged his rebel-
lion with James Graham and his associates, 
and in all humility required to be received to 
the League and Covenant, promising faithfully 
never to fall into such sinful courses again. 
But the Brethren, perceiving them not to be 
so humble as were to be wished, and that their 
supplications declared small remorse for any-
thing they had done, they were referred back 
and continued till they fur ther testified their 
humiliation." 

Walter Ogilvie of Milton of Keith joined 
Montrose early and was killed at the battle of 
Alford. where Lord Gordon and Mowat of Bal-
quholly (now Hatton) were also slain. 
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Cullen Plundered and Burned. 
Montrose Undoubtedly received a consider-

able accession of strength from the county of 
Banff in 1645, but there were also in the shire 
many who were strongly opposed to him. 
Among these was Lord Findlater, who, accord-
ing to Spalding, was "a grite covenanter," and 
also Sir Alexander Abercromby, first baronet 
of Birkenbog, described by the same authority 
as "a main Covenanter." Montrose presently 
marched from Gordon Castle to Cullen, Lord 
Findlater himse'f having fled to Edinburgh, 
leaving his wife (Elizabeth, fifth daughter of 
Andrew, Earl of Rothes) alone at Cullen House. 
Spalding describes it as "this staitlie hous 
weill decoirit with brave insicht and plenish-
ing, and furneshit with silver plait and uther 
necessares," and says that it was plundered 
and "nothing tursabill" (i.e., what may be car-
ried away) "left." The house itself was about 
to be set on fire when Lady Findlater begged 
Montrose to delay so doing for fifteen days and 
if her husband did not give satisfaction in that 
time he could then do "as pleissit him best." 
Montrose agreed to the lady's request and 
Cullen House was thus spared. Lady Findlater 
promised him 20,000 merks and paid down 5000 
a t that time. It does not appear whether Lord 
Findlater ever paid the rest or not 

From the above it might have been supposed 
tha t Cullen would have been spared further 
violence, but in the middle of May, 1645, Mont-
rose sent a party of troops there and burnt 
the whole town of Cullen to the ground, first 
plundering and carrying off everything. From 
Cullen, Montrose marched on to the Castle of 
the Boyne, then in the possession of another 
Walter Ogilvie, prominent in the Covenanting 
Army. Boyne suffered much at the hands of 
the Royalists. Walter Ogilvie himself fled to 
the Crag of Boyne, a small, inaccessible castle 
situated on an eminence close to the sea, the 
foundations of which can still be traced; the 
Castle of the Boyne was burnt and the lands 
plundered and destroyed, Spalding recording 
that the parish minister shared in the general 
destruction, for he mentions that "Montrose's 
soldiers spoyllit the ministeris guidis, geir and 
bookis." The minister thus treated was the 
Rev. William Chalmers. 
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Banff Plundered. 
From Boyne, Montrose proceeded to Banff, 

which had several times shown its hostility to 
the King's cause, and here the Church, School 
and Tolbooth, which stood at the bottom of the 
Strait Path, were destroyed. (In 1647 the bur-
gesses of Banff petitioned Parliament for a 
grant to help in the rebuilding.) Genealogists 
in Banff as well as in Angus and the Mearns 
have to deplore the activities of both sides in 
this respect, for many records of baptisms, 
marriages and burials, which would have been 
of great value, disappeared, and the ministers 
invariably laid the blame on "my Lord Mont-
rose and his men." Spalding's description of 
Montrose's attack on Banff is so terse that it 
may be given in full: "Thairafter he marchis 
to Banf, plunderis the samen pitifullie: no 
merchandice. goodis. nor geir left. They saw 
no man on the streit bot wes stript naikit to 
the skin. Sum two or thrie worthless honssis 
wes brynt. No blood sched, and so they left 
Banf." 

I t must not be forgotten that Montrose had 
no war chest, so was compelled to provide for 
his forces by fines and requisitions from the 
Covenanting lands, and where these were not 
forthcoming there was burning and pillage. 
Some of this also was merely retributory jus-
tice. Montrose's army was ever on the march, 
having no base and no reserves and nothing to 
hold it together save the personal influence and 
skill of its commander. It is also important to 
remember that the army had almost no arms 
or ammunition, save what they took from the 
enemy. 

From Eanff Montrose marched to Turriff, 
and thence to Frendraught, where he harried 
the lands of the Crichtons, in the parishes of 
Forgue, Drumblade and Inverkeithnie. He then 
went through Aberdeenshire to Kintore, which 
he reached on 12th March. Meanwhile John 
Urry (shortly after to be Montrose's com-
panion in arms) had taken the Marquis's se-
cond son James, now Lord Graham and after-
wards known as the good Marquis, a boy of 
fourteen years of age, born in 1631, from school 
in the town of Montrose and had carried him 
to Edinburgh where he was confined in the 
Castle. 
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Montrose now set out again from Badenoch 
and went by way of Durris to Stonehaven, 
thence by Fettercairn and Brechin to Dundee, 
which he seized, but had to leave it hastily to 
avoid Baillie. one of the best of the Covenant-
ing commanders, who was advancing with a 
well-equipped array. This orderly withdrawal 
from Dundee is considered by spine to be Mon-
trose's finest military achievement. He re-
treated from Dundee by Fettercairn and Stone-
haven, and avoiding Aberdeen, went on Kin-
tore and Huntly. Then he crossed Banffshire, 
beeping south of the Deveron, to Fochabers. 

Battle of Auldearn. 
Meanwhile Urry, with another Covenanting 

force, had gone from Brechin to Aberdeen, 
from there to Inverurie, and on his way to 
Strathbogie plundered the house of Gordon of 
Newton, whose owner was with Montrose. From 
Strathbogie, Urry went to the Enzie. where he 
was joined by the Earl of Findlater, Lord 
Orichton and Walter Ogilvie of Boyne. and to-
gether they plundered what Spalding calls "the 
plesant countrie of the Engzie," till the 2nd of 
May, when, hearing of Montrose's advance, 

Urry hastily crossed the Spey to join the 
Covenanting forces in Morayshire. He passed 
Gordon Castle, which John Gordon of Buckie 
held in Huntly's abspnee, being ably supported 
in its defence by James Gordon of Leitcheston. 

Montrose followed Urry in close pursuit and 
crossed the Spey on 5th May. A slight skirmish 
took place in which James Gordon of Rhynie 
was wounded. He was taken to the house of a 
friend, but on information of this fact being 
given by one. Major Sutherland, to the Young 
Laird of Innes, the latter sent out a party 
from Elgin who murdered this boy of eighteen 
years of age. His death was fully revenged at 
the subsequent battle, where the Royalists pur-
sued the flying Covenanters with cries of 'Re-
member James Gordon of Rbynie." Montrose 
hotly pursued the retreating Urry, and they 
met on the 8th of May at the battle of Aul-
dearn which resulted in the complete defeat ot 
the Covenanting forces, the pursuit continuing 
for fourteen miles! Montrose's losses are given 
as fifteen men only; those of the enemy as 
very large. 
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Just after the battle, Montrose wrote to Gor-
don of Buckie a t Gordon Castle— 

"Auldearn, 10th May 1645. 
"To my loving friend, the goodman of Buckie. 
"Loving friend, Having directed some of our 

wounded men to the Bog I could not but con-
gratulate our victory yesterday unto you 
which by the blessing of God hath been very 
absolute, as you will learn particularly from 
those who were present a t the battle. So being 
confident of your constant resolution and 
fidelity, 

"I remain, your loving friend, 
"Montrose." 

The original of this letter, which is quoted by 
Lord Napier, was in the charter chest of Sten-
house. 

Montrose himself then went to Gordon Castle, 
and shortly after to Birkenbog and quartered 
his men in the neighbourhood; the house being 
considerably damaged, and parties of troops 
were sent out to Cullen which they burnt, as 
already stated, and to Banff. 

On 19th May, Montrose received intelligence 
of Baillie's arrival in the neighbourhood of 
Strathbogie, and on the same day he marched 
through Keith to Huntly. Baillie had been in 
Cromar and advanced to the wood of Cocklar-
achie, near Huntly, where he was joined by 
John Urry, who had fled from Auldearn and 
had managed to get through Montrose's army 
by representing himself as one of Lord Gor-
don's men! On arrival at Strathbogie in the 
evening, Montrose, discovering Baillie's army 
to be stronger than his own, ordered his men 
to cut and fortify ditches about Huntly in 
order to make the enemy believe he intended 
to remain there, but marched away in the 
night. Baillie followed him, and then began 
that wonderful series of marches up and down 
the Spey which culminated in the battle of 
Alford. 

The Battle of Alford. 
After many days spent in fruitless manoeuv-

ring and being short of food for his men. 
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Baillie abandoned the pursuit and marched 
away. Montrose, who by this time was in the 
wilds of Badenoch, next went to Corgarff 
Castle, where he received intelligence that 
Baillie was going to Gordon Castle, so he 
hastened north and found him near the Kirk 
of Keith, having his infantry supported by 
artil lery on rising ground and his cavalry in 
possession of a narrow strip in front. After 
some skirmishing between the horsemen of 
either side, both parties remained under arms 
all night, expecting a battle, but Montrose 
failed to draw the Covenanters from their 
strong position. Early next morning he sent a 
trumpeter with his compliments to the Coven-
anting General, to say that he would be happy 
to have the honour of engaging him in the 
level ground. Baillie replied that he never 
took orders from the enemy, and the Marquis, 
foiled, broke up his camp and retired to Pit-
lurg, hoping that Baillie might abandon the 
strong position a t Keith and follow him. Find-
ing tha t the Covenanters did not move, Mont-
rose went on to the Castle of Druminnor, 
where he halted two days, and was informed 
tha t the enemy had a t last left Keith and were 
marching to Strathbogie, so he himself went 
on to Alford. 

On the 2nd July took place the battle of 
Alford, in which Montrose gained another 
great victory, dearly bought by the death of 
Lord Gordon, so delightfully described in "Bri-
tane's Distemper" as " that noble and magnani-
muis youth, that heavine dasheing sparke of 
treue nobilitie, tha t miracle of men, the match-
lesse Lord Gordoune, who was slaine: being 
shote by one behind him, when he had ad-
vanced to fa r re among his flieing enemies 

. . for he was a man in all perfection, 
altho' he died before time or nature had 
granted him the ornament of a beard. ihe 
losses of the Covenanters were very heavy, but 
Montrose, it is said, lost not one private man, 
but two officers, Mowat of Balquholly and 
Ogilvie of Milton. Another Banffshire laird, 
William Gordon of Minmore, with his three 
sons and in command of two hundred men 
from Strathaven, greatly distinguished him-
self. 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



158 

A Last Victory. 

After the battle, Montrose marched to Cluny 
Castle, where he allowed his men billy a lew 
hoars' rest, and proceeded to the banks of the 
Dee, which he crossed and then went south 
into Angus. After this his campaigns had no 
further connection with Banffshire. His last 
great victory was a t Kilsyth, on 15th August, 
where Baillie was again defeated, many thou-
sands being killed, and the army pursued for 
miles—Montrose only lost six men. He shortly 
àfterwards entered Glasgow, and Argyll 
escaped across the Forth. King Charles, now 
in direst need, ordered Montrose to march to 
the Border, but being deserted by Lord Aboyne 
and the Gordon cavalry as well as the north-
ern clans under his influence, the Marquis 
reached Selkirk with a much depleted army, 
consisting of about five or six hundred foot, 
and a small body of horse. David Leslie, with 
an army of experienced soldiers amounting to 
nearly six thousand men, was within lour 
miles of Selkirk, and next day in a thick fog 
he attacked Montrose a t Philiphaugh and com-
pletely defeated him. I t was a contest of thou-
sands against hundreds and it is no wonder 
that the Royalist force was routed. 

Montrose, being persuaded that his own life 
was still valuable to his King, cut his way 
through with a very small force and reached 
Àthole. After various marches, he arrived at 
Strathbogie in the middle of December in the 
hopes of getting Huntly to help the cause, but 
the Marquis, on the first notice of his 
approach, mounted his horse and rode off to 
Gordon Castle. Thither Montrose followed him, 
late à t night, accompanied by only two or 
three friends, and arrived so early in the morn-
ing that Huntly could neither conceal himself 
nor escape. Here again we have Montrose on 
Banffshire soil, as Gordon Castle then was. 
Huntly was compelled to receive him, and 
under the spell of Montrose's grace and cour-
tesy the suspicion and dislike in which he had 
held the Marquis seemed to disappear. All that 
was asked for Huntly promised, and Montrose 
departed, happy in the thought that he had 
accomplished his errand. He decided to take 
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Inverness and marched in that direction, but 
Huntly did not give the support promised, and 
so Montrose was compelled to abandon his de-
sign and raise the siege, being also betrayed 
by Lord Lewis Gordon, who let the enemy 
cross the Spey. He made one more effort to 
induce Huntly to support him. At the end of 
May 1646 he rode with only a few cavalry to 
Gordon Castle; this time he sent a messenger 
in advance to warn Huntly of his approach 
and his desire to consult him about future 
plans, but Huntly's only answer was to ride 
away as fas t as he could. Montrose therefore 
decided to go through the Highlands and the 
North to raise new levies, but on 31st May King 
Charles ordered him to disband his forces and 
proceed to France, where he should receive fur-
ther orders. So, having made terms with Gen-
eral Middleton, by which the Royalists were to 
be allowed to remain in undisturbed possession 
of their personal freedom and property, Mont-
rose himself sailed on 3rd September 1646 from 
Stonehaven to Norway. 

The Last Engagement. 
For the next two years he travelled about 

the continent endeavouring to stir up the 
King's friends and various rulers to help in 
the cause which he held so dear. But in 1649, 
When he was a t the Hague, he received the 
news of King Charles' execution. The shock to 
him was so great that it is said he fainted. He 
attended the new King, Charles XI., at the 
Hague and proposed to make a descent upon 
Scotland. In this he was opposed by many of 
the young King's courtiers, but none the less 
he made his preparations, with his usual 
feverish activity. Towards the end of 1649 he 
went to Hamburg, then to Copenhagen, next to 
Sweden, and finally passing through Norway 
he Hailed, in February 1650, from Bergen for 
Scotland. 

He landed a t Kirkwall, reached Caithness in 
April, proceeding through Sutherland to Car-
bisdale, where on 27th April he was surprised 
by Colonel Strachan and his little force com-
pletely routed. Montrose himself was wounded 
and his horse shot under him. At that critical 
moment his friend, the young Lord Fren-
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draught, forced Montrose upon his own horse 
and bade him remember his duty to the King. 
Montrose then threw off his coat with its Star 
of the Garter, and later exchanged clothes with 
a Highland shepherd. For three days he wan-
dered about the country, suffering so much 
from hunger that it is said he was compelled 
to eat a piece of a glove. At length, hoping for 
help, he went to Ardvreck, the home of *Neil 
Macleod, who, for the sake of the reward set 
upon Montrose, made him a prisoner, and on 
the 4th May he was handed over to Major 
General Holbourn. 

The following day Holbourn hurried Mont-
rose from Ardvreck to Skibo, where a night 
was spent, the Castle being then occupied by 
a dowager named Gray. "She presided at the 
dinner-table, a t the head of which, and immedi-
ately before her, was a leg of roasted mutton. 
When Montrose entered the room (still in the 
Highland shepherd's clothes) he was introduced 
to her by the officers who escorted him, and 
she requested him to be seated next to her, but 
Holbourn, still retaining the strict miliatry 
order he observed in his march, placed the 
Marquis between himself and another officer, 
and thus he sat down at Lady Skibo's right 
hand, and above his noble prisoner, before the 
lady was aware of the alteration. She no 
sooner observed this arrangement than she 
flew into a violent passion, seized the leg of 
mutton by the shank and hit Holbourn such a 
notable blow on the head, with the flank part 
of the hot juicy mutton, as knocked him off his 
seat and completely spoiled his uniform. The 
officers took alarm, dreading an attempt to 
rescue the prisoner, but the lady, still in great 
wrath, and brandishing the leg of mutton, re-
minded them that she had received them as 
guests, tha t as such, and as gentlemen, they 
must accommodate themselves to such an ad-

*Macleod was awarded 25,000 pounds Scots 
(about £2000 sterling) of which 20,000 were to be 
paid in coin and the rest in oatmeal. It does 
not appear that he ever got the money, but the 
receipts for the meal exist, and Highland tradi-
tion is positive that two thirds of it was sour. 
(Buchan's "Montrose.") 
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justment of place a t her table as she con-
sidered to be correct; that, although the Mar-
quis was a prisoner, she was the more resolved 
to support his rank when unfortunate than if 
he had been victorious, and consequently, that 
no person of inferior rank could, a t her table, 
be permitted to take precedence of him. Order 
being restored, and the mutton replaced on 
the table, every possible civility was thereafter 
directed by all present towards the Marquis." 

A Sunday at Keith, 
On the 6th May Montrose was ferried over 

the Kyle, two days later was delivered to David 
Leslie a t Tain, and then began the long, pain-
fu l march to Edinburgh. He was taken by 
Dingwall to Brahan Castle and then by Beauly 
to Inverness, and on by Forres to Elgin. 
Having crossed the Spey, the party entered 
Banffshire and reached Keith, where another 
night was spent. A field tent was set up for 
Montrose, in which he lay on straw. The next 
day (May 12th), being Sunday, he was preached 
a t by the Minister, the Rev. William Kinin-
month, who chose for his text the words of 
Samuel to Agag: "And Samuel said, as thy 
sword ha th made women childless, so shall thy 
mother be childless among women." The min-
ister so rated, reviled and reflected on the Mar-
quis, in such invective, virulent and malicious 
manner, tha t even some of his hearers con-
demned him. Montrose heard him patiently 
for a time, but as the minister still continued, 
he finally exclaimed: "Rail on, Ra," and then 
turned his back on him. 

Continuing the journey, the party passed 
through Banffshire (which Montrose was never 
to see again) and going by Huntly reached Pit-
caple on the 13th May, and rested for the night. 
John Leslie was the proprietor and his wife 
was Montrose's cousin. She tried to induce 
him to attempt an escape by showing him a 
hole in the wall resembling a chimney vent, 
communicating between the room where he 
then was and a subterranean passage. She ad-
vised him to creep down through it, but Mont-
rose, on examining the place, said "Rather 
than go down to be smothered in that hole, I 
will take my chance in Edinburgh." 
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The quicker route to the South through Mar 
was not taken, probably through fear of a 
rescue by the Farquharsons. He was at For-
doun on 14th May, and the next day a t Kin-
naird Castle, where he saw his two youngest 
sons, Robert and David, boys of about thirteen 
and twelve. On the night of 15th May they 
halted a t the house of Grange, five miles from 
Dundee, then belonging to William Durham. 
Here, as a t Pitcaple, an attempt was made to 
help him to escape. The Laird's wife, Jean 
Ochterlonie, is described as a "true-hearted 
and loyal gentlewoman." She, under the pre-
tence af hospitality, supplied the officers and 
soldiers of the guard, tirpd out with long 
marches, with so much liquor that before mid-
night they were all hopelessly drunk. She 
then dressed Montrose in some of her own 
clothes and in this disguise he had passed all 
the guards when a trooper from outside, who 
probably had not had his share of the drink, 
happened to come in and recognised the pri-
soner in spite of his feminine attire. The 
trooper gave the alarm, Montrose was seized, 
and the last attempt a t escape failed. 

The Last Days. 
On the 16th of May the party entered Dundee, 

where his captors at length allowed Montrose 
to put on more suitable attire, provided by 
some of his friends. Up to this moment he had 
travelled, as he was described by an eye wit-
ness a t Beauly, as "sitting upon a little shelty 
horse without a saddle, but a quilt of rags and 
straw and pieces of rope for stirrups—his feet 
fastened under the horse's belly with a tether, 
a bit halter for a bridle"—a ragged old dark 
reddish plaid, a montero cap on his head, a 
musketeer on each side and his fellow pri-
soners on foot after him! 

On the 18th they were at Leith and that 
night the prisoner was lodged in the Tolbooth 
of Edinburgh. His trial proceeded quickly 
and on the 20th he was taken to the Bar of 
Parliament, and sentenced to be hanged on the 
following day, his head and limbs to he after-
wards set up in the chief towns of Scotland, 
while the body was to be buried in the Bor-
ough muir. 
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Undismayed, he wrote that night on his pri-
son window with the diamond in his ring, the 
following verses:— 
"On every a i r th bestow a limb. 

Then open all my veins that I may swim 
To Thee, my Maker, in that crimson lake, 
Then place my par-boiled head upon a stake: 
Scatter my ashes—strew them in the air 
Lord, since thou knowest where all these 

atoms a r e 
I 'm hopeful Thou'lt recover once my dust 
And confident Thou'lt raise me with the just ." 
The final quatrain is engraved on the tomb 

in St Giles', in which he was laid with almost 
royal honour af ter the Restoration. In the 
dying speech, which he was not allowed to de-
liver to the crowd, but which has come down 
to us in notes made by a boy sent for the pur-
pose, he said—"I leave my soul to God, my ser-
vice to my Prince, my good will to my friends, 
my love and chari ty to you all." 

A vote of thanks to Mr Tayler was awarded 
with much heartiness. 
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