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necessary outlay in carrying out the work 
would be gladly met out of the surplus funds 
of the Club. At our April meeting Dr Simpson 
intimated that during the -week-end 10th to 
13th April he, along with a qualified surveyor, 
had visited the Castles of Boyne, Findlater and 
Findochty. He had prepared complete plans, 
taken photographic drawings and drawn up 
descriptive accounts of each of the castles. 
The booklet has been produced with accuracy 
and taste by the Banffshire Journal, and 
should be almost a t once in members' hands. 

There was presented also the financial state-
ment of the Club by the Treasurer, Mr F. L. 
Braid. I t showed a membership a t the close 
of the year of 101. At the beginning of the 
year there was a credit balance of £228, which 
a t its close was reduced by £8, due to some 
extra items of expenditure made in pursuance 
of the work of the Club. 

The reports were adopted and the Secretaries 
and Treasurer were thanked for them. 

All the office-bearers of the Club were re-
elected. 

Two papers were read, the contribution of 
Br John Malcolm Bulloch. The first -was on a 

BADENOCH AND STRATHSPEY FARMING 
SOCIETY 

and was as follows:— 
An interesting glimpse into the history of 

the encouragement of agriculture is repre-
sented by a body called the Badenoch and 

Strathspey Farming Society. I t is contained 
in a manuscript volume entitled "The Baden-
och Gordon Correspondence, 1773-1820," consist-
ing of copies of letters between the Duke of 
Gordon and his factor, William Tod, which I 
bought from a Leicester bookseller some years 
ago. 

The Badenoch and Strathspey Farming So-
ciety was formed under the patronage of Jano 
Maxwell, Duchess of Gordon, a t Pitmain, 
October 27, 1803. The report runs as follows:— 

A number of the subscribers to the Badenoch 
and Strathspey Farming Society, instituted 
under the patronage of her Grace the Duchess 
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of Gordon, having met here this day, for the 
first time by appointment, in order to give 
some form to their procedure, and with a view 
to make such rules and institutions for the 
general direction of the Society in the future, 
as might seem best adapted to promote the 
useful purposes intended by the Association, 
the following list of managers with the Secre-
ta ry were named by her Grace to continue in 
office till the day of September 1804. 

The Hon Archibald Fraser of Lovat. 
Sir James Grant of Grant, Baronet. 
J . P. Grant, Esq., of Rothiemurchus. 
William Macintosh, Esq., of Balnespiek. 
James Macpherson, Esq., of Dallville. 
Colonel Duncan Macpherson of Cluny, and 
Lieut.-Col. George Gordon of Invertromy 

[natural son of the 4th Duke of Gordon], 
to be managers. 

The Rev. John Anderson in Kingussie to be 
Secretary. 

And there being present at the time three of 
the managers named, Rothiemurchus, Cluny 
and Dallville, together with the Secretary, 
they deliberated on the rules and institutions 
proper to be settled for the Society; and the 
following, with the approbation of all the sub-
scribers present, were agreed to. 

1. That an original subscription of one 
guinea, with an annual subscription of five 
shillings should constitute a member and en-
title him to vote a t all the meetings to be 
held on the business of the Society. 

2. That every member who has subscribed, is 
to be held as continuing liable for his annual 
subscription till he gives intimation in writing 
to the Secretary that he is to withdraw his 
name. 

3. That afterwards there shall be only four 
managers or directors, three of whom are to 
go out by rotation annually and three new 
ones to be elected in their place by the major-
ity of members attending at the General Meet-
ing to be held on day of September.. 

The Secretary to be chosen annually in the 
same manner. 

4. That those going out by rotation shall not 
be capable of being re-elected for the year 
following. 

5. That four of the directors now named 
shall go out by ballot. 
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6. That the Secretary shall keen a book en-
titled "Minutes of the Badenoch and Stra th 
spey Farming Society," in which all their pro-
cedure shall be regularly engrossed; and a list 
of all the members with the sums subscribed' 
by them inserted. 

7. That the General Annual Meeting of the 
Society shall be held either a t Pitmain or in 
the village of Kingussie on the Monday 
se'night immediately preceding Sept. Falkirk 
Tryst. 

8. That besides this the directors shall hold 
four quarterly meetings a t Pitmain—one on 
the first Monday of every quarter—at which 
all the members may attend who find it con-
venient. 

Thereafter the directors having consulted 
with the members who were present, it was 
unanimously resolved t h a t the following 
premiums should be distributed for the en-
couragement of agriculture and industry in 
the district for the ensuing year— 
1. For the best bull bred in Badenoch 

or Strathspey two years old and 
upwards £8 8 0 
For the best bull exhibited having 
been one year in possession of the 
owner 5 5 0 

2. For the three best tups, three years 
old, bred in Badenoch or Strath-
spey 5 5 0 
For the three best tups of the 
same age exhibited having been 
used the season before 4 4 0 

3. To the best ploughman being a 
native of Badenoch or Strath-
spey; on a comparative t r ia l ... 3 3 0 
To the second best ditto 2 2 0 
To the best ploughman not a 
native 2 2 0 

4. To the tenant in Badenoch or 
Strathspey not paying more than 
£25 of yearly rent who shall grow 
the greatest quantity of lint to 
be weighed from the skutchers on 
half a Scotch acre of land 3 3 0' 

5. To the tenant as above who shall 
raise the best crop of sown grass, 
clover and rye grass on half an 
acre of land 3 3 0 

6. To the tenant as above who shall 
have the best crop of turnips on 
a Scotch acre of land 5 5 0 

7. To the tenant as above for the best 
crop of turnips upon half a Scotch 
acre 2 2 0 
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8. To the proprietor or tacksman in 
Badenoch or Strathspey who shall 
have the best crop o£ turnips on 
any quantity of land—not less 
than four Scotch acres—a piece 
of plate valued 10 10 0 

9. To the person in Badenoch or 
Strathspey who shall produce 
a spindle of the best and 
finest linen yarn spun by her-
self a medal of the value of two 
guineas in money 2 2 0 
To the second best ditto 1 1 0 

10. To the person as above who shall 
produce a spindle of the best 
woollen yarn spun by herself 
from native wool—two guineas or 
a medal of same value 2 2 0 
To the second best 1 1 0 

11. To the person in Badenoch or 
Strathspey who shall exhibit the 
best web of plaidon made by her-
self from native wool, the quan-
tity not less than 40 yards 3 wide 3 3 0 

12. To the person in Badenoch or 
Strathspey who shall make the 
handsomest Highland Plaid 2 
guineas or a medal of the same 
value 2 2 0 

13. To the girl under 16 years of age 
in the above district who shall 
shew the finest and best wrought 
pair of stockings made from 
native wool 1 1 0 
For the second best 0 10 6 
For the third best 0 7 6 

14. And by particular desire of the 
Duchess of Gordon there will be 
given to the boy or girl who shall 
read the Gaelic language best 
and translate English into Gaelic 
with the greatest facility a pre-
mium of 1 1 0 

Thereafter it was suggested, and the opinion 
adopted, that a copy of this minute contain-
ing the institutions of the Society be trans-
mitted to the Hon. Mr Fraser of Lovat to be 
printed a t Inverness with a request that he 
will send copies to all the directors and to 
such persons as he may think proper for pro-
moting the useful ends the Society have in 
view. 

I t was also moved and resolved that the 
Secretary be ordered to make out lists of the 
subscribers specifying the sums subscribed by 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



130 

each; and that a copy of said list be sent to 
Her Grace the Duchess of Gordon, and to each 
of the directors to be shewn to such of their 
friends and acquaintances as may incline to 
assist and co-operate with the Society in their 
exertions to encourage industry in this dis-
trict of the Highlands. 

At the first quarterly meeting to be held a t 
Pitmain on Monday, the 2nd January , 1804, 
and of which due intimation will be given to 
all the directors and members residing a t the 
time in the district; the manner of publishing 
the premiums to be given by advertisement in 
the different parish churches, and of ascer-
taining eventually, who shall be found entitled 
to them is to be fixed; there not being leisure 
a t present to detail this minute and subordin-
ate regulations that may be found necessary, 
not only to establish a fair competition but to 
give all the competitors equal and impart ial 
justice. 

GORDON CASTLE IN 1786. 
Dr Bulloch's second paper was a t ranscr ip t 

from a work, not now easy to get, in which 
Colonel Thomas Thornton, a Yorkshire squire, 
after a visit to the north in 1786, describes "A 
Sporting Tour through the Northern Pa r t of 
England and groat part of the Highlands of 
Scotland" in course of which he spent a couple 
of days at Gordon Castle. I t was as follows:— 

When Colonel Thomas Thornton, the York-
shire squire, visited Badenoch and the north 
in 1756, as he describes in a ra ther ramshackle 
way in "A Sporting Tour through the North-
ern Part of England and great part of the 
Highlands of Scotland" (1804), be spent a 
couple of days at Gordon Castle, approaching 
it from Forres and Elgin with the remark:— 
"All these towns, Inverness. Nairn, Forres and 
Elgin have a very dismal appearance, being 
built of dark stone, nor can they claim the 
merit of being clean, and Elgin in filthiness 
exceeds them all." 

Setting out from Elgin on September 27, 1786, 
he says that the land as be approached Gor-
don Castle was "new and sandy," and tha t 
"the Duke of Gordon has certainly made an in-
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