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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16, 1931. 

The summer excursion of the Club in. 
1930 was held to the old Castles of Boyne 
a n d F i n d l a t e r . The p a r t y was accom-
p a n i e d by D r Douglas Simpson, L i b r a r i a n , 
Un ive r s i t y of Aberdeen, and ar rangements 
were t h e n made whereby he kindly 
under took to provide a descript ion of these 
ru in s . D r S impson h a s now done so, a n d 
h i s p a p e r is given i n t he immediate ly fol-
lowing pages— 

I. BOYNE CASTLE. 
Towards the end of the eighteenth cen tu ry -

some time before 1788—the Rev Charles Cord-
iner, minister of St Andrew's Episcopal Church 
a t Banff, described in his own peculiar rich-
ness of style the situation of Boyne Castle; 
and as the surrounding scenery has not greatly 
changed its aspent since Cordiner's time, it 
may not he inappropriate to reproduce his. 
words.* 

"This ancient residence of the family of 
Findlater is beautifully situated on the mar-
gin of a rocky mount, projecting into a deep 
glen, protected on the north-west by a lofty 
well-wooded hill; the glen winds down for 
about a mile to the firth, where it opens 
among the cliffs to the sea; and there are the 
ruins of still more ancient towers, which had 
been occupied in former ages by the possessors 
of this demesne. The rivulet which runs 
through, and by its torrents has worn the 
glen, nearly encircles the mount on which 
the castle is placed; a, ditch and ramparts, as 
usual in these fortresses, defended the acces-
sible side; where a bridge leading from the 

* Remarkable Ruins and Romantic Prospects 
of North "Britain, article "Boyne Castle." 
The work appeared in parts during 1788, 
and was published as a whole in 1795—the 
author having died in the previous year. 
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gateway is the narrow and only pass, but 
easily protected path of communication with 
the rising grounds which spread into the r ich 
and fertile country tha t constituted the 
ancient forest of Boyne . . . . The orchards 
on either hand, that still abound with -various 
fruit , and rows of aged trees, which shade the 
avenues leading to the castle, and in decaying 
grandeur open the prospect of the fa l l ing 
towers, impress one with a sense of the ear ly 
taste and opulence engaged in adorning the 
environs of these deserted walls . . . . Be-
hand the ruins a grove of well-grown t imber 
waves over the cliffs, and deepens the shades 
"which fall from the precipices of the glen, 
the windings of which yield many a sweet 
retirement. The variety of flowering shrubs and 
plants that grow wild along the banks of the 
rivulet, amid the picturesque and rugged rocks 
tha t bound its course, add to the silent amuse-
ments of the solitary hour which occasional 
visitors may there enjoy, if possessed of t a s t e 
enough to take pleasure in admir ing t h e 
casual arrangements of uncultivated na tu re , 
which constitute so large a share of the inex-
plicable charm which captivates the h e a r t 
amid romantic scenery." 

A few years after Cordiner penned these 
words, Boyne Castle was visited in 1790 by t h a t 
indefatigable antiquarian drudge, Captain 
Francis Grose, immortalised by Burns a s " the 
chield amang you takin' notes." In t he Eng-
lish traveller's meagre prose the beauties of 
Boyne Castle's situation are dismissed in a 
few stock adjectives: yet on the other hand 
his practised military eye had seized upon the 
essential tactical weakness of the spot, and 
enabled him to sound a note of caution, to 
which little heed was paid by later wri ters 
who thought to see in this sixteenth-century 
mansion a formidable fortress of earl ier days. 
"The building," observes Grose, "does not ap-
pear to have been very large, nor could i t ever 
have been long tenable against besiegers, being 
commanded on the south side by a hill which 
runs quite to its walls, looking down into it."* 
One of his two illustrations, taken f rom a, 

* Antiquities of Scotland, Vol. II . , p. 271. 
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point of view now obscured by trees, very 
clearly brings out this peculiarity of the site. 

The next writer to deal a t any length with 
Boyne Castle seems to have been James Spence, 
who in 1873 published an interesting and valu-
able monograph on the ruined castles of Banff-
shire. The historical particulars contained in 
this little book are very useful, but unfortun-
ately the writer was handicapped by his lack 
of knowledge of Scottish architecture. In his 
view, therefore, Boyne Castle is a powerful 
and early fortress, equal in size and strength 
to Kildrummy and Dunnottar. "The style of 
architecture to which it belongs," he writes, 
"is stamped broadly and plainly on its crumb-
ling walls, and is that Romanesque or Norman 
style which prevailed in England in similar 
structures in the twelfth, and in Scotland per-
haps in the thirteenth century." Even the 
very weakness of its situation becomes in 
Spence's eyes an additional argument for the 
early date of the castle. "One thing may be 
mentioned, as having a bearing upon the 
antiquity of its erection : it is commanded by 
higher grounds all around and a t no great 
-distance, showing that it was built before 
cannon were dreamt of as a means of attack-
ing fortified places."+ And this although every 
tower in the castle bristles with gunloops! 

I t was left for Messrs Macgibbon and Ross, 
in their great work on The Castellated and 
Domestic Architecture nf Scotland, of which 
the opening two volumes appeared in 1887, to 
publish the first competent description of 
Boyne Castle, with a ground plan,* and to 
demonstrate clearly that the ruins are not 
those of an early castle of enceinte, but of a 
castellated mansion dating from the latter 
part of the sixteenth century, equipped for a 
certain amount of defence by firearms, but 
otherwise designed as a fortress rather in ap-
pearance than in reality—a sham castle, in 
fact, an architectural atavism of which other 
examples from this period are known in Scot-
land. The comparative thinness of the outer 

+ Ruined Castles, Monuments of Former Men 
in Vicinity of Banff, pp. 45-55. 

* Vol. II., pp. 301-6. 
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walls; the provision of musketry loopholes on 
all fronts; the dispositions of the internal 
plan; the architectural details so f a r as these 
survive, or can be seen in earlier pictures; 
the style of masonry, with the frequent use 
of small packing material, so usual in t h e 
later sixteenth century—in a word, each and 
every feature of the building clearly demon-
strates alike its late period and the illusory 
nature of its robustly martial aspect. 

The castle (Fig. 1) is oblong in plan, measur-
ing 104 feet in breadth across the south of 
main front, by 87 feet in depth from front t o 
back, with outer walls five feet thick on the 
front and sides, and four feet thick in rear . At 
each corner is a sturdy round tower, about one 
quarter engaged with the curtain walls. The 
two front towers measure about 21 feet in 
diameter, and the two rearward towers 18 feet 
7 inches in diameter. Towers and walls alike 
are liberally furnished with gunloops, of 
which those in the basement are of the usual 
widely-splayed type: two of them, one in the 
west curtain and one in the south-west tower, 
are doublets. In the upper floors the gunloops 
are generally plain round apertures, cut in a 
single block of freestone. The entrance to t he 
south front is approached over the fosse by a 
raised and walled causeway, 61 feet long a n d 
9 feet 11 inches broad, and is defended by two 
half-round or drum towers, 14 feet in diameter, 
also fully provided with widely splayed gun-
loops. The portal has been round arched, and 
was furnished with the usual double barr ier of 
an outer wooden door and an inner iron "yet t ." 
Between the two towers the curtain wall is 
thickened to seven feet, and is pierced by the 
short vaulted trance, leading into what seems 
to have been a large gate-hall, now entirely 
ruined, but measuring apparently 17 feet 6 
inches in breadth by 19 feet in depth. The 
entrance and gate-hall were on the first floor, 
and below them were vaulted cells, from one 
of which the circular vaulted basement of 
the east drum tower is entered. To the west 
of the gate-hall was a lodge, likewise u t te r ly 
ruined; and from this two short passages led, 
one into the basement of the west drum tower, 
and the other to the main newel stair, which 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



BOYNE CASTLE 
PLAN OF GROUND FLOOR 

THREE BANFFSHIRE CASTLES—Fig. 1. 

NIGEL S COWAN 
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occupied a special construction of masonry 
placed immediately to the west of the tower. 
This stair is now completely destroyed, all the 
steps having been torn out, so that only the 
circular well, 10 feet 5 inches in diameter, in 
par t remains. I t gave access merely to the 
first or principal floor: the upper storeys 
were reached by a smaller newel stair, pro-
vided from this level upwards in the west drum 
tower. The other drum tower contained, above 
the basement already described, three storeys 

of small living rooms, open at the gorge. These 
gate-house arrangements are unusual and in-
teresting, and it is a pity tha t they have been 
so greatly destroyed. 

On three sides of the quadrangle—east, west, 
and south—were ranges of building, while the 
fourth or northern side was closed in only by 
the curtain. The walls of these ranges front-
ing the courtyard are about three feet thick-
the eastern range was 21 feet 9 inches in 
breadth internally, and the west range is 21 
feet broad; so that between these two side 
ranges and the gatehouse buildings above de-
scribed, the courtyard was reduced to an area 
about 56 feet 6 inches in depth and 43 feet in 
breadth. The rearward curtain is now reduced 
to a few feet in height; and, from the tusks 
provided where it was intended to meet the 
lofty north gable of the west range, it appears 
t h a t this curtain had never been carried up to 
its full height. I t should bo explained that the 
lateral or east and west ranges extend through 
the whole depth of the building, the gatehouse 
being set between them. In the north curtain 
-a loophole from the east range, and what 
seems to have been a postern near the opposite 
end, may stiil be traced. 

The east range is now reduced to grassy 
foundations and moss-grown, ragged masses of 

collapsed and mouldering masonry; but traces 
of a t least one partition wall may be made 
out, and a t its south end the remains of a 
large kitchen fireplace, 14 feet 3 inches wide, 
a re still visible: its great chimney stalk, long 
since fallen, is conspicuous in Grose's plate. 
Prom the kitchen an angled passage gives ac-
cess into the circular, barrel-vaulted basement 
of the south-eastern tower. The west range 
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still stands, a shattered shell, to almost i ts 
full height. Its outer wall has evidently been 
built in three successive stages. The base-
ment of this range contains four barrel-
vaulted cellars, three of which have had a 
lintelled door and a small window towards t he 
court, while the southmost was entered f rom 
the gatehouse lodge. The north cellar seems 
to have been the bakehouse, as appears f rom 
the fact that it is provided with two oven re-
cesses; these vent in the outer wall a t a height 
of 8 feet 10 inches above ground. From the 
bakehouse an angled passage leads through 
to tne neptagonal barrel-vaulted basement of 
the adjoining angle tower which has had a 
wooden loft carried on rough stone corbels. 
The basement of the other tower on this flank 
is reached more simply by a s traight gorge 
passage from the southmost cellar, and is rect-
angular, covered by a plain barrel vault . The 
basement of the north-east angle tower has 
been pentagonal, with a circular pit below, bu t 
how it was entered is not now apparent . 

On the first floor of the west range was the 
great hall, 41 feet by 21 feet 7 inches, 
having the withdrawing room, 31 feet 10 
inches by 27 feet 7 inches, to the north. The 
partition wall between them has now dis-
appeared. The hall was reached, ra ther poorly, 
by a short narrow flight of steps, only twò 
feet broad, ascending from the main newel 
stair. It seems also, however, to have been 
entered with more dignity f rom a large-
vaulted room on the corresponding level in the 
south wing. Both hall and withdrawing room 
have been well lit on either side, towards the 
courtyard and towards the field; they are now 
so greatly ruined that little of their interior-
arrangements can now be made out. Where 
the hall fireplace was is not now a p p a r e n t : 
probably it was in the partition wall. The with-
drawing room has had a fireplace in the north 
gable. Originally there was a garret storey 
overhead, with small windows towards the 
court: but later on this western range was 
heightened to provide a full upper storey and 
garret, the former lit by large windows on 
both sides. A plain blocking course marks t h e 
heightening of the wall on the outer side. 
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while towards the court it is no less clearly-
seen in the different t int and texture of the 
upper level of masonry, and in the building up 
of the small windows of the original garret. 
The new north gable is set back within a para-
pet walk which ran along the original wall-
head in continuation of that on the north-
west tower as first built. The lines of the 
original gable- are still clearly distinguishable 
from the interior side. In connection with 
this heightening of the west range a small 
subsidiary staircase tower, or turret carried 
up from the ground, was built in the north 
re-entrant of the south-west angle tower. 

The towers a t either end of the south, front-
have been four storeys in height, each storey 
above the basement containing a living room 
entered from the corresponding floor of the 
main building. The north-east tower is now 
only about 25 feet high, and as the old en-
gravings show it in much the same condition, 
it is possible that, like the north curtain wall, 
it was never completed. Originally the north-
west tower contained three storeys and a gar-
ret, arranged similarly to the others; but when 
the west range was heightened an extra storey 
was also added to this tower, carried up from 
the original corbelled parapet, which still re-
mains. This parapet is almost the only decor-
ative feature now left on the castle; and its 
two rows of corbels arranged chequerwise, each 
of two filleted courses, are beheld with relief 
by an eye wearied in contemplating the gaunt 
and shapeless masses of masonry to which this 
interesting old castle is now in large measure 
reduced. Between each pair of the upper row 
of corbels a circular unprotected runnel drain 
is introduced. On top of the heightened tower 
still remains a tall chimney stalk with 
moulded cope—the only one now extant on the 
castle. The south-west tower also had a cor-
belled parapet, of which only the merest frag-
ment at the south re-entrant remains. Inter-
nally the floors of this tower have rested on 
corbels of two filleted courses. 

The range of buildings fronting the south, 
where the castle is overlooked, were from the 
outset three storeys and a garret in height. 
The high-pitched gables do not appear to have 
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been crow-stepped, but had very tall slender 
chimneys with moulded copes, as Grose and Cor-
diner show. The loftiness of these chimneys was 
doubtless due to the low nature of the site, 
with higher ground closely adjoining. As the 
copes shown by Grose seem to conform in pat-
tern to that of the single chimney remaining, 
which is part of the addition to the north-west 
tower, I suspect that the other chimneys of the 
castle were heightened at the came time. The 
windows in the original castle seem to have 
been uniformly treated with freestone dress-
ings showing a 21 inch chamfer, but those in 
the heightened storey have had slight pro-
jected margins, wrought square on the reveal. 
Both in the original and later work the win-
dows are grooved and bored for leaded glass. A 
stone near the base of the inserted stair t u r r e t 
is carved with what appears to be a griffin's 
wing outstretched, and doubtless originally 
formed part of the supporter to an armoria l 
bearing. In the south curtain next the south-
west tower there is a loophole having the un-
usual form of a long slit with eyelets at top 
and bottom. All the towers have a plain 
string course, hollowed underneath, on the 
second floor level: and one of Grose's plates 
shows what looks like a heavy cornice on the 
east section of the south front . 

In Cordiner's time traces of painted decora-
tion still remained on the plastered interior 
walls. The ruins, he tells us, "exhibit the 
mouldering memorials of many historical 
paintings. In the largest tower, where the 
apartments seem to have been assigned to de-
votion and philosophy, the paintings have 
been preserved by a peculiar fortune. I t 
appears from some dates that about a hundred 
years ago a new coat of plaister had been laid 
over the whole, probably when the zeal or re-
formation led them to obliterate every relic of 
the Catholic institutions; but now tha t coat of 
plaister is dropping off, and discloses saints 
and prelates portrayed on the walls, and in 
departments between them many par t s of the 
history of the New Testament designed. Fig-
ures also in devotional attitudes, with em-
phatic scrolls, in Saxon characters, sursum 
corda, sic itur ad astra, &c. But what is per-
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haps still more remarkable, the adjoining 
apar tment is no less full of encomiums on 
divine philosophy than that is of expressions 
-of evangelic piety. One female figure, in par-
ticular, appears intent on the celestial sphere, 
in deep meditation; while an Apollo, pointing 
to the heavens, seems to teach its application. 
The one of these apartments had doubtless 
been the chapel of the castle or devotional re-
tirement, the other perhaps the school of eru-
dition, where the youth were tutored in the 
paths of philosophy and knowledge." From 
these particulars it is clear that the mural de-
corations a t Boyne Castle must have been em-
blematical and allegorical paintings, prob-
ably in tempera, such as were very common in 
the larger Scottish mansions of the late six-
teenth and early seventeenth centuries.* As 
the towers at Boyne are all more or less equal 
in diameter, it is probable that by the 
"largest tower," in which lie saw these decora-
tions, Cordiner meant the tallest—i.e. the 
heightened north-west tower. Considerable 
portions of the old plaster still adhere to its 
walls, but a careful inspection of these has 
failed now to reveal any traces of the painted 
work. 

The great dry ditch, or rather sunk area, 
9 feet 6 inches deep, in front of the castle was 
clearly designed to keep an attacking party at 
arm's length, and thus to counterbalance the 
disadvantage of the higher ground which here 
immediately overlooks the building. Tra-
versed midway by the causeway leading to the 
entrance, the ditch measures 57 feet in breadth 
and 126 feet in length. I t is walled all round, 
and had a side gate on the west flank near 
the castle. For access to this gate there were 
steps down into the ditch on the west side of 
the causeway. 

"This castle," write Messrs Macgibbon and 
Ross in their work above mentioned, "is of 
considerable interest from the fact that at 
first sight it appears to differ essentially in 
* Considerable traces of such decoration still 

exist at Huntly Castle, and are described 
by Cordiner, in his article on this castle, 

as having been on a still more elaborate 
scale than those at Boyne. 
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plan from all the other castles of the period 
in the north of Scotland. . . . The plan is 
unusually complete, but the difference between 
this castle and many others of about the same 
size and of the above date arises f rom the 
fact that most of the castles of the period were 
enlargements of older buildings, and had to 
be designed to suit the existing s t ructures . 
But when the various par ts are examined in 
detail, we find examples of almost every 
feature at Boyne in other castles of the same 
date. . . . Boyne Castle had the advan tage 
of being designed for a new site, and the ar-
chitect being unhampered with existing build-
ings has here shown us the plan of the castles 
then aimed at in the numerous additions and 
modifications which were carried out in J a m e s 
VI.'s time. It is also possible tha t it m a y 
have been designed in imitation of an early-
castle, with its walls of enceinte and round 
towers, to which it certainly bears a consider-
able resemblance. In any case the design is 
remarkable, and it is greatly to be regret ted 
that this interesting edifice has been suffered 
to fall into such a state of decay." 

The expression of regret thus printed in 1887 
may be repeated with double emphasis in 1931. 
for the castle is now tumbling to bits with 
devastating rapidity. Large portions of the-
towers and curtain walls have collapsed within 
the past five years, and many others will 
speedily follow. This deplorable circumstance-
appears to be due mainly to three causes. 
First, the mortar used in the building has been 
mostly of an inferior grade: it is everywhere 
greatly perished, and in places has run down 
into sand. Secondly, in this sham castle the 
seemingly stout curtain walls a re th in out of 
all proportion to their height, and the same is 
true of the towers. And thirdly ruthless 
spoliation of every accessible jamb, lintel, and 
sole at door or window,* has deprived the 
walls of an element of stability which their 

*See on this point New Statistical Account, 
vol. XIII., Banff, p. 228: " i t was dilapi-
dated about or soon af ter the middle of 
last [i.e. the 18th] century, when the roof 
was removed, and the hewn stones used 
for buildings in the parish. 
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slender and poor construction made doubly 
necessary. 

Considerable fragments of the boundary wall 
of the orchard or pleasaunce described by 
Cordiner still exist on the high ground south 
of the castle. This formed an enclosure meas 
uring about 105 yards north and south by 85 
yards east and west: the wall is two feet thick 
and still survives to a height of nine or ten 
feet. In the glen a little below the Castle re 
mains of the ancient mill, with its stone-lined 
lade, may still be seen. 

The Thanage of the Boyne was granted by 
David II. in 1369 to Sir John de Edmonstone† 
it passed by marriage to the Ogilvies of Desk-
ford and Findlater in 1484;‡ was transferred 
from a younger branch of the house of Find-
later to the Dunlugas Ogilvies in 1575;§ and 
was bought by the second Earl of Seafield in 
1751.II As noted by Cordiner, the original Castle 
of the Boyne stood on the coast about a mile 
below the present ruin: the latter, in all 
probability, was built by Sir George Ogilvy of 
Dunlugas af ter he acquired the property in 
1575. The name of the early castle on the rock, 
the "Craig of the Boyne," was transferred to 
its successor, which is often so-called in notices 
of the seventeenth century. ¶ In 1566 the last 
laird of the Findlater stock, Alexander 
Ogilvie, married the celebrated Mary Bethune, 
one of the "Queen's Maries"; and presumably 
the couple would have dwelt in the older castle 
by the shore until Alexander disposed of the 
Thanage to his Dunlugas kinsman in 1575. The 

† Registrum Magni Sigilli Regum Scotorum, 
1306-1424, New. Ed., No. 240. 

‡ Nisbet's Heraldry, 2nd ed„ vol. I., p. 296. 
§ Registrum. Magni Sigilli, 1546-80, No. 2535. 

II For the circumstances see New Statistical 
Account, vol. XIII.. Banff, p. 228. 

¶So also at Auchindoir in Aberdeenshire, 
when in the sixteenth century the early 
motte-castle of the Craig of Auchindoir, 
close to the old parish church, gave place 
to a new castle built about a mile further 
up the glen, the old name was transferred 
to the new building. See my paper on 
"Craig Castle and the Kirk of Auchindoir" 
in Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., vol. LXIV., pp. 
57-9. 
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present Castle was deserted when Lord Seafield 
acquired it in 1731. 

The only historical event in which Boyne 
Castle seems to have figured is described to us 
in the minute page of John Spalding, the pic-
turesque Aberdeen annalist of the "Troubles" 
in the seventeenth century. After his victory 
a t Inverlochy (2nd February 1645). Montrose 
marched north, and—leaving the strongly for-
tified town of Inverness on his left flank—de-
scended on the zealous Covenanting province 
of Moray. Elgin was taken without opposition 
•on the 19th February, and the Royalist leader, 
having soundly plundered the town, on 4th 
March crossed the Spey and arrived a t Gordon 
Castle, where his eldest son, Lord Graham, "a 
proper youth about 16 yeiris old and of singu-
lar expectatioun," fell sick and died. On 
leaving "the Bog," Montrose "pit ifull ie plun-
derit" Cullen House, and thereaf te r marched 
upon "the Boyne." Here he "plunderis th i s 

countrie, and burnes the bigging"—i.e.. t he 
farm-steadings, &c.—"pitifullie, and spoylit the 

ministeris guidis, -geir, and bookis. The la i rd 
him self keipit the Crag of Boyne, quhair in he 
wes saif; bot his haill landis, for the mais t 
pairt, wes thus brynt wp and distroyit. Thair-
-eftir he marchis to Banf, plunderis the samen 
pitifullie; no merchandice, goodis, nor geir 
left. Thay saw no man on the streit hot wes 
stript naikit to the skin. Sum tuo or t h r i e 
worthies houssis wes brynt. No blood sched. 
and so they left Banf"—and continued the i r 
triumphant progress via Turriff and Kintore 
to Aberdeen.* 

The Royalist chronicler, Pat r ick Gordon, 
more tersely states that "Boynes landss" 
"felt the mercilesse crueltie of the fyre."† The 
laird whose property was thus mishandled 
was Walter Ogilvie, a keen Covenanter: a f te r -
wards he fought against Montrose at the bat t le 
of Auldearn (9th May, 1645), and from t h a t 
stricken field "wan saiflie a way.‡ 

As to the older castle on the coast, the fol-
*Spalding, Memorials of the Troubles, vol. 

II., pp. 451-2. 
† Britanis Distemper, p. 110. 
‡ Spalding, op. cit., vol. 11., p. 474. 
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lowing' account is given by Spence. "On a 
rocky peninsula, jut t ing into the sea on the 
west side of the burn, a few masses of shape-
less masonry, the rude remains of a very 
ancient time, mark the site of the original 
stronghold of the regality, to which the name 
of 'Castle of the Craig of Boyne' more appro-
priately belongs, and of which nothing is now 
known beyond what may be gathered during 
a ten minutes' survey of its ruins. We may 
indeed form an opinion as to its extent, its 
strength, and the position of some of its 
chambers, and if we are fortunate enough to 
have the guidance of one intimately ac-
quainted with the locality, we may learn the 
whereabouts of its kitchen midden, and also 
what articles of interest, such as bones, pins, 
brooches, &c., have been discovered from time 
to time in the refuse; but beyond this we know 
nothing, and can learn nothing." 

The site is an almost detached rock of con-
siderable area, rising to a height of about 50 
feet above the foreshore. Its surface is ex-
tremely uneven, and on it various grass-grown 
foundations may still be traced. The entrance, 
a narrow causeway traversing a cross ditch 
at the neck of the site, is clearly visible, and 
within it to the left is a masonry-lined pit 
measuring 5 feet by 4 feet, and at present 
about 4 feet deep: it has evidently been 
vaulted. On the west verge of the rock are 
some scraps of walling, and a garderobe vent 
built over a "slack" in the cliff. Doubtless the 
almost complete disappearance of this early 
castle is to be explained on the assumption 
that its materials would be used for its suc-
cessor. No trace of the "kitchen midden" 
mentioned by Spence seems now to be visible: 
its contents are preserved in the National 
Museum of Antiquities of Scotland, Edin-
burgh.* 

II. CASTLE FINDLATER. 

When we pass from Boyne to Findlater, the 
contrast—alike in the site and in the char-
acter of the building—is as striking as con-
trast well could be. Here also we may begin 
* See Catalogue, p. 250. 
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•with the old Banff parson's fo r th r igh t de-
scription. "The headland,' ' writes Cordiner, 
"which forms on the east the bay of Cullen. 
presents an exceedingly high and spacious 
cliff to the ocean: it is smooth, perpendicular , 
and stretches to a vast extent along a level 

beach of mouldering shells, which lie betwixt 
it and the sea. . . • Within half an hour ' s 
walk to the east lie the remains of F ind la te r 
Castle. These ruins cover the top of a pen in-
sulated rock of a considerable extent. The 
outer -walls of several parts of the building 
a re so founded on the cliffs as to correspond 
with the face of the precipice, so t h a t the 
principal tower seems to hang over the sea ; 
and from the windows of several a p a r t m e n t s 
a pebble may be dropt into the waves. Owing 
to the originally irregular surface of the rock, 
which in many places rises high from the 
level of intermediate spaces, some of t he lower 
rooms have their inner ends of the solid 
stone; on several of which the plaistering still 
remains, with traces of painting on it. . . . 
There is a large space a t the top of these 
vaults now, where one may walk about and 
survey the adjacent picturesque shores, with-

out any apprehensions from the precipitous 
and insulated situation; so broad a r e the 
foundations of the castle." 

Fragmentary though they are, the ru ins of 
Castle Findlater are of special interest, not 
only because of their wildly picturesque situ-
ation and aspect, but also because the da te of 
erection is precisely known, and through the 
fortunate circumstance t h a t the royal license 
to build the stronghold has been preserved 
among the papers in the muniment room a t 
Cullen House. The license, which follows the 
familiar pattern of such concessions, was 
issued by King James II . from Spynie Palace 
on 9th February, 1455-6 and may be t rans la ted 
as follows:—* 

"James by the grace of God, King of Scots, 
to all and sundry our lieges and subjects to 
whose knowledge the present letters shall 
come, Greeting. Know ye t h a t we have 
granted and by the tenor of these presents 

* Scot. Hist. Review, 1904, p. 101. 
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grant to our lovite and fai thful Sir Walter 
of Ogilvy of Deskford our special license, to 
build and erect towers and fortalices in his 
castle of Findlater (edificandi et construendi 
turres et fortalicia in castro de Finlatir) and 
to surround said castle with stone walls and 
with ditches, and to strengthen it with iron 
yetts,' and to carry said towers to a height 
(ipsasque turres in altum erigendi) and to 

fort ify the whole with abuliements and 
equipment of war, to make, institute, and 
appoint constables, janitors, watchmen, 
jailors, and other officers requisite for the 
keeping of the castle, with fees suitable for 
such officers, and to do all and everything 
else unchallangeable, allowable, and neces-
sary or in any way proper. Wherefore we 
strictly enjoin and command all and every 
our lieges and subjects whom it concerns or 
may concern that no one in any manner of 
way presume to annoy, harass, or trouble 
the said Sir Walter Ogilvy of Deskford or 
his doers or intromitters in building the 
aforesaid towers and fortalices of said castle 
in time to come under all pain proper in 
such cases. Given under our great seal a t 
Spynie on the 9th day of the month of 
February in the year of our Lord 1455 and 
the nineteenth of our reign." 
I t will be observed that the language of the 

concession seems to imply that there already 
existed a castle of some sort a t Findlater. 
Whether this was the case or not, no portion 
of the existing ruins appears to be older than 
the date of the license, and some parts are 
doubtless later. In the fourteenth century 
Findlater was a property of the Sinclairs, 
from whom it passed by marriage, in or ante 
1437, to Sir Walter Ogilvie of Auchleven, the 
grantee of the license to "crenellate" in 1456.* 
Prior to 1560, the barony passed from the 
Ogilvies to Sir John Gordon, third son of the 
Earl of Huntly, under peculiar circumstances 
—for its last Ogilvie owner, who was Master 
of the Household to Mary of Lorraine, having 
quarrelled with his son, disinherited him and 

* Sir James Balfour Paul, The Scots Peerage, 
vol. IV., p. 16. 
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made over Findlater to Sir John Gordon. The-
strange story is told in a letter writ ten f rom 
Aberdeen, 30th September 1562, by the English 
ambassador, Randolph, to Elizabeth's Secre-
tary of State, William Cecil.* I t s immediate 
outcome was a fierce struggle between t h e 
Ogilvies and the Gordons for the possession of 
Findlater; but the Gordons remained in 
occupation, and during their rising of 1562 the 
castle was held against Queen Mary and her 
half brother, Lord James Murray. Af te r 
Huntly's defeat and death a t Corrichie (28th 
October, 1562), and the execution of Sir John 
Gordon on the Heading Hill of Aberdeen, 
Findlater Castle surrendered, and was handed 
back to the Ogilvies.† I ts history the rea f t e r 
seems to have been peaceful enough, un t i l its 
abandonment some time early in the seven-
teenth century; by Robert Gordon of Straloch 
in 1662 it is described as a deserta arx.‡ 

On 27th June 1896, the Banffshire Field Club 
visited Findlater Castle under the guidance of 
Mr James Buie, Portsoy, who on t h a t occasion 
read a very careful paper descriptive of the 
ruins, which is published in the Club's Trans-
actions.II I t is therein stated tha t Mr Bu ie 
exhibited to his audience plans and drawings: 
whether the originals of these are now pre-
served I do not know; but for tunately on 19th 
September following Mr Buie sent t racings of 
them to the late Dr Thomas Ross, Edinburgh, 
joint author of the "Castellated and Domestic 

* Calendar of State Papers, Scotland, 1509-
1603, vol. I., p. 184. The letter is quoted 
by Spence, op. cit. pp. 40-1. I have at-
tained a photostat copy of this letter, a n d 
of another describing Queen Mary's rebuff 
before Findlater, from the originals in 
the Public Record Office, and a t ranscr ip t 
of the relevant parts is printed a t t he 
end of this paper. The royal order to de-
liver Findlater, dated from Darnaway, l0th 
September, will be found in Register of 
the Privy Council of Scotland, vol I 
pp. 218-9. 

† Charter granted by Queen Mary, 12th Febru-
ary 1562-3, printed in Registrum. Magni 
Sigilli, 1546-80, No. 1447. 

‡ Macfarlane's Geographical Collections, ed 
Sir A. Mitchell, vol. II. , p. 234. 

II Transactions, 1895-96,pp. 41-9. 
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Architecture of Scotland." Shortly before his 
death Dr Ross handed over to me these 
tracings, with Mr Buie's covering letter. Both 
from his printed account and from the letter 
to Dr Ross, it appears that Mr Buie in the 
course of his investigations had carried out a 
certain amount of digging on the site. Some 
of the features he thus laid bare have become 
filled up again: while in other particulars 
his drawings show features that, have dis-
appeared during the gradual decay of the 
castle in the last thirty years. In the 
measured drawings which accompany the pre-
sent paper, features which depend on the 
authori ty of Mr Buie's survey are indicated 
in dotted lines: I have not hesitated to accept 
them in this way, if only because Mr Buie's 
plans, where they can be checked with the 
existing remains, have always been found to 
exhibit scrupulous accuracy. 

The site of the castle (Figs. 2 and 3) is 
formed by a long irregular ridge of rock pro-
jecting in a north-north-westerly direction into 
the Moray Firth. This rock mass is formed of 
clay-slate s t ra ta belonging to the Dalradian 
series, striking across the ridge from south 
west to north-east, and dipping about 85 degs. 
inland. Intercalated in these strata, which in 
places are highly puckered, are frequent bands 
of a beautiful glistening white quartz, of 
which one conspicuous reef, about 33 feet 
broad, traverses the cast'.e rock about midway 
in its length. All round the rock the cliffs are 
exceedingly steep, and at their loftiest reach 
a height of over 90 feet above sea level. The 
summit of the rock is about 50 feet below the 
level of the mainland cliffs, from which it is 
reached by a rapid irregular descent. So far 
as occupied by the castle buildings, the rock 
ridge measures about 335 feet in length and 105 
feet in greatest breadth, tapering to a sharp 
point towards the sea, and constricted behind 
into a long narrow neck which unites it with 
the mainland. In two places this neck has 
been cut across, each gap having evidently 
been spanned by a bridge. 

As it would have been practically impossible 
to take wheeled vehicles into the main castle 
area, a spacious forecourt (Fig. 2) was formed 
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on the mainland. It is roughly rectangular on 
plan, measuring about 250 feet east and west 
by 210 feet north and south. This forecourt 
was enclosed by a shallow ditch, about 20 feet 
in breadth, and still in places filled with stag-
nant water; within the ditch was a stone cur-
tain wall, of which traces may still be ob-
served, particularly at the south-west corner, 
where the wall is 2 feet 9 inches thick. Mid-
way in its front the ditch is interrupted by a 
causeway about 8 feet broad, and there a re 
some traces of gatehouse buildings. Various 
foundations are still visible within the fore-
court area, and their remains are described by 
Cordiner as having been very distinct in his 
time. 

At a distance of about 90 feet out f rom the 
seaward edge of the forecourt (Fig. 3) a r e 
found the remains of a masonry abutment 
marking the first gap in the long rocky ridge. 

This gap is 31 feet in breadth, and the head 
of the rock beyond is shod in masonry, in 
which some traces of the emplacement of the 
bridge may be observed. The front of the pier-
like construction thus formed is 18 feet 3 
inches in breadth, and has a roughly formed 
double scarcement: on either flank revetment 
walling extends back, on the west side for a 
distance of 53 feet, and on the east side, for a 
distance of 15 feet, so as to form a casing to 
the rock mass, which itself is of a rudely hour-
glass shape, and measures about 93 feet in 
length and 20 feet in greatest breadth. At the 
seaward end of this rock-mass is a second gap, 
about 13 feet in breadth, and beyond this, in a 
front of masonry of about 15 feet, is found 
what must have been the main entry to the 
castle. Unfortunately every vestige of the 
portal has been destroyed. I t gave access to a 
long trance, about 35 feet in length and 6 feet 
in breadth, the outer portion of which is 
curved to the left so as to carry it past an up-
standing portion of the great quartz reef t h a t 
here traverses the rock. This reef, here and 
there cased in masonry, forms the east side 
of the trance; and its west side is retained by 
a wall 3 feet 8 inches thick which is pierced 
with three loopholes and also contains a small 
aumbry. In the exterior face of this wall the 
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roughly formed putlog holes left for the scaf-
folding used in its erection may still be seen. 
At the inner end of the trance there is a deep 
irregular pit in the rock, measuring about 15 
feet 6 inches by 14 feet 4 inches, and partly 
lined with masonry. In the outside wall at 
this point (Fig. 4) a postern gate existed, 
through which goods brought in to Castle 
Haven could be hoisted up. The south cheek of 
the postern door is still intact, showing the 
recess into which the door was received when 
open. The postern passage was roofed over 
with flat lintel-slabs, the broken stubs of 
which still remain. These stop short at a 
depth of 6 feet in from the postern, and be-
hind this the vertical wall face of the passage 
is carried up to a higher level, showing clearly 
that there has been a trap or hoist at this 
point. From the inner end of the trance ad-
mittance was gained to the range of vaults 
underlying the main floor of the "palace" or 

chief building in the castle: but before reach-
ing the entrance to this a roughly formed 
series of steps cut in the quartz rises on the 
right side, and gives access to the summit 
area of the rock. 

The main castle building (see Plans, Figs. 4 
and 5) is a good example of the "palace" plan 
common in the fifteenth century: a scheme of 
plan in which the hall, and not the tower-
house, forms the constituent element in the 
design.* It is built against the west side of 
the rock, and is carried up from a low level, 
so that the main floor is on the terreplein, 
and is raised above two tiers of vaulted sub-
structure. The exterior dimensions of the 
building are 83 feet 3 inches in length and 30 
feet 6 inches in breadth, measured above a 
bold offset which runs along the west and south 
* See W. M. Mackenzie, The Mediaeval Castle 

in Scotland, Chap. v. The earliest authen-
ticated example seems to be the first build-
ing at Kindrochit Castle—see my paper In 
the Antiquaries Journal, Jan. 1928, p. 72. 
On the very probable assumption that this 
"palace," the most important building at 
Findlater, was erected in consequence of 
the license granted in 1456, we have an-
other useful date for the development of 
the "palatial" plan. 
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faces about midway in its present height, 
which measures some 50 feet above the base 
outside. The outer walls are 5 feet thick. On 
the west side is a garderobe tower, of irregu-
larly quadrangular shape, measuring 13 feet 
6 inches broad by about 10 feet in greatest 
projection. The staircase of the "palace" is 
placed in the gorge of this garderobe tower: 
it was a newel stair,-and appears to have been 
about 3 feet wide, but none of the steps now 
remain. 

The main floor (shown in Fig. 4) is almost 
entirely destroyed, and what remains of it is-
filled with rubbish and overgrown with turf . 
Mr Buie's plan shows it divided into three 
parts by two cross walls—of which indeed the 
foundations may still be traced. The most 
southern of these rooms had formed the hall , 
and measured about 42 feet by 23 feet. The 
fireplace was in the north-west corner and 
south of the staircase there were two large win-
dows on this side. The two rooms beyond the 
hall to the north were doubtless the great 
chamber and the solar. They measured re-
spectively 21 feet by 23 feet and 8 feet by 23 
feet, and each was lit by a single window to-
wards Castle Haven. 

It is probable that the main entrance to t h e 
hall (as suggested on the plan) was at the 
south end, over the lower door which gave 
access from the pit and postern gate into t he 
storey below. This pit would be boarded over, 
and in time of danger the boarding could be 
removed, and the hall thus rendered inaccess-
ible to a frontal attack. There had also been 
a door into the great chamber from the 
terreplein; and all three rooms communicated 
with each other by doors a t the east end of 
the partition walls. 

On this level the garderobe tower contains a 
vaulted chamber, measuring 9 feet 4 inches by 
6 feet 10 inches, with loopholes on the north 
and west fronts, and a small aumbry a t the 
north-west corner. Although corresponding 
with the main hall so fa r as the successive 
tiers of storeys are concerned, this garderobe 
chamber is actually 8 feet below the level of 
the hall: it appears to have been an entresol. 
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and no doubt there was another chamber 
above.* 

The storey below the hall 'Fig. 5) contained 
five vaulted cellars, all of which extend the 
full breadth of the building except the second 
from the south, which is curtailed by the 
newel stair and its passages of access. The 
southmost cellar has been vaulted transversely 
to the rest, but is now almost entirely de-
stroyed. These cellars are all well lit towards 
the west. The third cellar from the north evi-
dently formed the castle kitchen, as appears 
from the large fireplace, about 6 feet broad, in 
the inner wall, and a slop-drain on the outside. 
Tho kitchen chimney appears conspicuously in 
Cordiner's engraving. There is no communica-
tion between the kitchen and the two cellars 
to the north, which were reached by steps 
down from an exterior vaulted porch at the 
north-east corner, this porch in its turn hav-
ing been reached by rough steps cut in the 
rock down from the terreplein. At the west 
end of the north-most cellar—the vault of 
which is pointed—a trap gave access to the 
vaulted prison below. 

Owing to the way in which the "palace" is 
applied to the shelving rook, the basement 
(Fig. 5) is much narrower than the upper 
floors, being only 11 feet in breadth iu its cen-
tral portion; the southern or end room is 
narrower still, being no more than 8 feet 6 
inches in width: while the prison at the north 
end, measuring 20 feet 9 inches by 6 feet 11 
inches, is placed transversely, giving an L-
shape to the general plan on this level. The 

floor of the prison is about 4 feet above the 
floors of the other vaults in this basement, so 
as to afford room for a pit or place of more 
rigorous confinement below. This is not an 

* Mr Buie's plans show a small curved stair 
and an outer segmental turret in connec-
tion with these upper floors of the gar-
derobe tower. These are the only fea-
tures shown in his drawings of which I 
could find absolutely no trace now; but, 
in deference to the accuracy uniformly re-
vealed elsewhere in his surveys, his 
versions of these two floors have been re-
produced separately on Fig. 4. 
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unusual arrangement in castles of the fifteenth 
century: there is a good example in the Haly-
burton wing at Dirleton, in East Lothian.* 
The pit was totally dark: its vault has fallen 
in, and fills the interior with its ruins. 

At this lowest level the garderobe tower is 
arranged in two vaulted cells, each lit with a 
single loop, as in the floor above. No vents 
are now visible at the base of the tower. 

The other buildings on the summit of the 
rock (see Plans, Figs. 5 and 4) are now reduced 
to mere foundations, or a t best are only a few-
feet in height. Tusks midway in the northern 
face of the "palace" indicate the intention to 
build out a wall from this point; but the en-
closing wall which actually was erected is set 
further back, and runs, with a thickness of 2 
feet 9 inches, from the porch of the "palace" 
northward for a length of about 90 feet, re-
turning round the eastern apex of the rock and 
joining up with a long range of building mea-
suring some 100 feet by 8 feet 6 inches, within 
walls about 2 feet thick. Partitions have di-
vided this range into a central block, 54 feet 
in length, with a smaller room at each end. 
These smaller rooms measured each about 21 
feet in length: the north one has a loophole 
and an aumbry in the east wall, while the 
south one seems to have been entered by a 
door in the west wall. Judging by analogies 
at Dunnottar and elsewhere, it does not seem 
hazardous to recognise in the central block the 
stables, and in the end chambers the apart-
ments for the grooms. A transverse wall, run-
ning across from the stables to the west cur-
tain wall, cuts off the apex of the rock to form 
a stables close. 

South of the stables block on the east side 
an incurved curtain wall runs on towards an 
oblong structure, measuring about 33 feet 9 
inches in length by 16 feet 9 inches in breadth, 
within walls which Mr Buie shows as 2 feet 6 
inches thick. It is entered by a door midway 
in the front. In spite of its orientation, 51 

* See my paper on this Castle in Trans. Glasg. 
Archaeol. Soc., New Series, vol. viii., pa r t 
i., p. 20. 
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S. of E., it seems most likely that this de-
tached building was the chapel.* 

The masonry of the castle has been con-
ditioned by the materials out of which it is 
built. The greater part of the outer walling, 
including practically all the "palace," is com-
posed of stones quarried from the clay slate, 
which owing to the natural cleavage of the 
rock forms a masonry texture of oblong blocks 
low in the course. Considerable portions, 
however, are built from the quartz reef; and, 
as this rock splits more readily into cubical 
masses, a masonry of this texture results. The 
distinction of the two types is rendered all the 
more conspicuous by the difference in hue be-
tween the dark blue or chocolate-coloured clay-
slates, and the glistening white quartz. This 
contrast is well seen on a comparison between 
the main buildiug and the quartz masonry of 
the entrance passage and the revetment wall-
ing between the two bridges. Dark red free-
stone is occasionally used in ail departments 
of the building. In some parts of the upper 
storey of the "palace," fragments of the old 
hard grey plaster still adhere to the walls: the 
lower vaults are rough cast. The mortar is a 
•coarse and highly tenacious run-lime, largely 
composed of sea-shells. 

From the beach in Castle Haven a road, cut 
in the bank, winds up to the castle, sending off 
a branch which mounts the main slope to the 
forecourt and traverses it to the front entry. 
Prom the forecourt to Barnyards of Findlater, 
the demesne farm, runs an old road, carefully 
cobbled. At Barnyards the baronial dovecot 
is still preserved: it is circular on plan, meas-
uring 13 feet in diameter, within walls 3 feet 2 
inches thick, and is of the usual domed shape, 
about 25 feet in height, with two offsets. The 
entrance is by a plain lintelled door in free-
stone; within, the countless stone built rests 
are still in good preservation. This dovecot 

* A very similar detached building at Urqu-
hart Castle, measuring 35 feet 6 inches by 

17 feet 2 inches, and oriented 54 degs. N. 
of E., was probably the chapel. See my 
description of this castle published hy the 
Inverness Gaelic Society, 1930. p. 19. 
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"would appear to date from about the end of 
the sixteenth century. 

The headland west of Castle Haven is pierced 
by a. very deep and narrow cave; and in the-
bay beyond a carefully terraced t rack, in 
places revetted with stone work, ascends to the-
summit of the grassy slope. 

III. FINDOCHTY CASTLE. 
The ruins of the ancient castle or house of 

Findochty stand on rising ground about three-
quarters of a mile to the south-west of the fish-
ing village. The site is ra ther a remarkable 
one, being an elevated sow-back of ground, 
trending west-south-west and east-north-east: 
raised some 12 feet above the surrounding 
land; and measuring about 80 yards in length 
by 22 yards in greatest breadth. Apparently 
the building has consisted of an oblong main 
portion, measuring 24 feet 3 inches in breadth 
and of an unknown length, with a small ob-
long tower, about 10 feet 6 inches by 16 feet 6 
inches attached to its north f ront near the 
west end. Most of the main building has been 
destroyed; and a cottage, in its turn now roof-
less, is built within the area—the old window 
and door stones having been more or less re-
used. In the 'eighties of last century the ruins 
were thoroughly repaired, and are still in good' 
order-though they should be cleared of the 
litter and filth which encumbers them. 

What survives of the main building-
(see Plan, Fig. 6) consists of a vaulted 
kitchen at its west end, with a fire-
place 4 feet 9 inches wide; and opening off 
the kitchen a small cellar, likewise vaulted, 
in the tower. This cellar contains a single-
window on the west side and a fireplace, with 
an aumbry and a small loop, in its north end. 
The kitchen measures about 18 feet 9 inches by 
10 feet, the cellar about 5 feet 7 inches by 7 
feet. 6 inches. The door into the kitchen has 
been pulled about, but is clearly not an outer 
one. and from tusks left in prolongation of the 
west wall (as at present repaired) it is evident 
that some further building has existed towards 
the south. Probably this was a corridor of ac-
cess running along the whole south front of 
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the main building, and admitting to a series of 
stores, and finally to the kitchen. On the first 
floor, there remains over the kitchen what had 
been the withdrawing room, no doubt having 
the hall to the east of i t ; and there is a small 
private chamber in the tower. The withdraw-
ing room measures about 19 feet 8 inches by 11 
feet, and has a window on each front, a fire-
place and an aumbry. The private chamber, 
about 7 feet by 8 feet 5 inches, has a single 
window to the west, a small round gunloop on 
each front, and on the east side a garderobe, 
venting outside with a plunged shoot in the 
wall below. According to present appearances 
the building does not seem to have been car-
ried to a greater height, and the tower was 
seemingly finished with a gable, not crow-
stepped, but having a small garret, window. 
I t should, however, be remarked by way of 
caution tha t just how much of the present 
aspect of the ruin is clue to the modern re-
pairs it is sometimes a little hard to say. 
The masonry is random rubble of a usual 
kind; the dressings are in red freestone, a 34 
inch chamfer being normal a t the larger voids. 
Th door into the tower base, however, has a 
chamfer of 4 inches. The kitchen fireplace is 
moulded with a half-engaged edge roll. The 
circular gunloops are cut in a single stone and 
of 6 inches diameter. A skew-stone carved 
with a grotesque human head is built into the 
gable of the adjoining farmsteading of Mains 
of Findochty. 

The history of Findochty Castle has been in-
vestigated with his usual thorough care by the 
late Dr William Cramond.* On 4th February 
1521-2, King James V. a t Edinburgh confirmed 
a charter whereby the Baillies, Council, and 
Community of Cullen, in return for services 
rendered by Alexander Ogilvy of that ilk, 
granted him the lands of Fyndachtie and 
others.† On 4th October, 1568, James Ogilvy 
of Findlater granted the lands of Findochty, 
with the manor-place, port, customs, and fish-
ing grounds, to Thomas Ord in Keith Mill.‡ 

* Trans, Ban f f sh i re Field Club, 1888, pp. 42-7. 
† Registrum Magni Sigilli, 1513-45, No. 216. 
‡ Cramond, op. cit., p. 43. 
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This seems to be the earliest mention of the 
castle on record. In 1591 Thomas Ord in Fin-
dachty appears as one of a group of men, Ords 
and others, for whom a band of caution is 
entered not to hurt William Gordon of Craig 
or John Gordon, his heir. The band is sub-
scribed at Findachtie, 6th January .‡ On 6th 
September, 1609, another baud is subscribed a t 
Findachtie, in which Alexander Ord of Fyn-
dachtie became surety for Alexander Gordon 
in Fornachtie not to harm Alexander Duncan 
in Hiltoun.¶ On 6th July, 1615, King James 
VI. grants to Sir Walter Ogilvy of Findlater, 
knight, the lands of Findachtie with the fort-
alice, harbour, customs, toll, and fishing 
grounds, incorporating them into the free ten-
antry of Findachtie, to he held in feuferme, 
and ordaining the manor-place thereof to be 
the capital messuage.§ The little "fortal ice" 
appears to have played no par t in the Civil 
Wars. In 1724 John Ord sold the property to 
the Earl of Findlater, and for some time there-
af ter the regality courts of Findlater were oc-
casionally held at Findochty Castle. In 1791 it 
is described as a ruin.II 

The above group of castles were surveyed on 
behalf of the Banffshire Field Club, by -which 
the expenses have been defrayed. I grate-
fully acknowledge the generous way in 
which the Committee of the Club agreed not 
merely to meet these outlays, bu t also to pub-
lish the full series of measured drawings. 
These have been prepared by Mr Nigel S. 
Cowan, whose assistance, with tha t of Mr Ian 
L. Smith, I enjoyed in making the surveys— 
permission for which was readily granted by 
Mr David T. Samson, Factor, Seafield Estates, 
Cullen. 

‡ Register of the Privy Council, vol. v., p. 610. 
¶ Ibid., vol. viii., p. 708. 

§ Registrum Magni Sigilli, 1609-20. No. 1274. 
II. Statistical Account of Scotland, vol. xiii., 

Banff, p. 254. 
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A P P E N D I X . 

Queen Mary and Findlater. 

.Extract from letter of Randolph to Cecil, 24th 
September, 1562. (Public Record Office. Ref. 
52-7-77.) 

. . . "She passed harde by the howse of 
Finlitter which John Gordon bathe in posses-

eion, a howse stondinge harde vpon the sea 
not easie to be taken withowte the Cannon. 
She sendethe a Trompitter to sommande the 
same with charge to deliver yt vnto the Cap-
taine of the Garde ther present which absol-
utlye theie that were within dyd denie and in 
that mynde remayne." . • • 

Extract from letter of Randolph to Cecil, 30th 
September, 1562. (Public Record Office, Ref. 
52-7-79.) 

. . . "Towchynge the Larde of Finlytter 
there is here a straynge hystorie, which I be-
leve to be trowe bycawse that I here yt spoken 
of maynie. yf your honour call yt to your re-
membrance ther was one Finlytter maister of 

howsholde to the Quene mother that had com-
mesion maynie tymes to confer with your hon-
our and the reste of the Commessioners at 
your beinge at Edenbourge. Thys Finlytter 
was dysherited by his father and hys lande 
geven to John Gordon seconde sonne to the Erle 
of huntlye. Two principall cawses ther were 
that moved Finlytters father thys to do. The 
one that he solicited hys fathers wyf beinge 
hys mother in lawe to dyshonestie not onlye 
with hym self but also other men. The other 
which is mervileus straynge, he tooke purpose 
with certayne as well conditioned as hym self, 
to tayke hys father and to put hym into a 
darke howse and ther to kepe hym wakynge 
vntyll suche tyme as he became starke madde, 
and that beinge done thought to enter hym 
self in possession of the howse and the Lande. 
Thys beinge reveled and sure tokens geven 
vnto his father that thys was trewe he thought 
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iuste cawse to be geven vnto hym whye his 
sone sholde not succede, and havinge no nother 
issue by the perswation of hys wyf (whoe was 
a gordon) .gave the whole Lande vnto the John 
Gordon whoe after the deathe of the saide Fin-
lytter maried her and so had righte vnto the 

whole lyvinge. To see also howe god ha the 
plaged the iniquitie of the same woman, which 
in one monethe after her marr iage John Gor-
don castethe hys fantasie vnto a nother, and 
bycawse that he wolde not departe f rom t h e 
Lande which was all hers for her lyf tyme, he 
lockethe her vp in a close chamber wheal- yet 
she remaynethe, and for the deliverance of 
her. and the vniuste dea'.ing of John Gordon 
towardis her, myche controversie is rysen in 
thys countrie, and one of the cheif cawses 
whye he enterprised suche thyngis as he h a t h e 
done thynkyng that he shalbe forced to put 
her to libertie and forgoe the lande as longe as 
she lyvethe. Thys is one of the greateste con-
troversies that is in these partes and ther fore 
the worthyer to be noted tha t what so mever 
be spoken hereof your honour maye the better 
know what is ment therbye, for herof I am 
sure that I shall have occasion to wryte more 
here after ." . . . . 
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