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T U E S D A Y , M A R C H 3 1 , 1931. 

A meeting of the Club was held at Banff this 
evening, the president. Sheriff John W. More, 
in the chair. 

There was read a paper by Mr Alistair N. 
Tayler on Members for the Elgin Burghs from 
1707 to 1918. Mr Tayler was unable, owing to 
unavoidable engagements, to leave London, 
and his paper, in which there was shown much 
interest, was read by the Chairman. Short 
biographies were provided of the 50 gentlemen 
who had represented the Elgin Burghs between 
the Union of the Parliaments, when the con-
stituency was formed, and 1918 when the re-
spective burghs were transferred to the coun-
ties of which they formed a civil part, the list 
beginning with Colonel the Hon. Patrick 
Ogilvie of Lonmay, son of the third Earl of 
Findlater (1708-10), and ending with Mr John E. 
Sutherland (1905-18), although it should be 
noted that really the last member for the 
Burghs was Sir Charles Barrie, who, however, 
held the position for only a very short time. 
Mr Sutherland died on August 17, 1918. On 
October 25, three weeks after he had been sel-
ected as prospective Liberal candidate for 
Banffshire, Sir Charles Barrie was returned un-
opposed for the Burghs, and on December 4 
following he was returned unopposed for the 
county. Mr Tayler's paper gave a biographical 
sketch of the thir ty members who had repre-
sented the constituency under normal condi-
tions and was as follows— 

ELGIN BURGHS MEMBERS. 
From 1707 to 1918. 

In the very early days of the Scottish Parlia-
ment, Burgh members did not exist. They were 
first heard of in the time of Bruce, when towns, 
particularly ports, began to be of importance. 
All the t rade and commerce of the country 
gradually got into the hands of the Burghers 
and it was only fitting that they should have 
a voice in the Government of the nation. 
Gradually every town of any importance was 
elevated into a royal borough (and some that 
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seem to us now hardly to have been worthy of 
the honour!). At the beginning of the 17th 
century there were 45 burghs in Scotland, each 
of which had a right to send two members, but 
many did not trouble to do so, and after 1619 
they were only invited to send one member, 
except Edinburgh, which still sent two. Prac-
tically all the male inhabitants voted, but 
those entitled to do so had to be either "in-
dwelling burgesses or trafficking merchants," 
and the member had also to be similarly quali-
fied. (One or two members were actually un-
seated when found not to be genuine 
"burghers.") The burgh members attended 
Parliament rather irregularly. They found 
that their voices carried less weight in counsel 
than those who represented the country! In 
the year 1672 several small boroughs decided 
that it was not worth their while to send a 
member at all, and petitioned to be relieved 
from the necessity. Kilrenny and Anstruther 
in Fife were among the number, but afterwards 
thought better of it! At that period and until 
the Union of the Parliaments so many had 
been added, that there were 66 Scottish 
boroughs. At first, 'as has been said, all the 
burgesses and merchants voted for a member. 
Gradually this power passed into the hands of 
the magistrates and the Town Council only, 
and as each retiring body elected its succes-
sors, very little freedom of choice was left! 
But there were no "pocket boroughs" in Scot-
land, belonging to private individuals. The 
landed interest made no real attempt to con-
trol the opinions of the towns, nor did rival 
Political parties try to capture them until just 
before the Union. When the Scottish Parlia-
ment was abolished it was decided to send 45 
members from Scotland to London; 30 of these 
were allotted to the counties and 15 to the 
burghs, which necessitated a grouping of the 
towns together, and this seems to have been 
done in a somewhat arbi t rary manner. For 
instance, Fife, the first part of Scotland to be 
civilised! and therefore perhaps considered the 
most important, not only had two groups of 
boroughs—Anstruther and Kirkcaldy—but was 
represented (by Cupar) in Perth Boroughs as 
well (possibly this was logical as among the 66 
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boroughs abolished, 13 were in Fife); while the 
four counties of Banff, Aberdeen, Elgin and 
Kincardine between them had only two groups 
—the towns of Elgin, Banff, Cullen, Kintore 
and Inverurie (to which Peterhead was added 
by the Reform Bill of 1832) forming the Elgin 
Burghs, while Aberdeen included the towns of 
Kincardine. Each town or Town Council now 
elected a delegate and the delegates elected the 
Member. 

In "The Political State of Scotland," pub-
lished in 1788, the opinions and aspirations of 
every one of the 2600 odd voters of the Scottish 
counties a re set down with great detail, for 
the convenience of par ty leaders, but there 
was apparently no question of canvassing the 
burghs. They were therefore not mentioned! 
Though in a private letter (now in the Record 
Office) written by one Alexander Hay in Aber-
deen to William Keith in London, in 1703, he 
says he "fears the Provost of Aberdeen is of 
Seafield's par ty!" i.e. for the Union, and 
wishes he "were ra ther for the Queen and 
country's Interests"!! 

When the Scottish members first reached 
London and were introduced to the "Mother 
of Parl iaments" I fear they must have been 
sadly shocked by her manners. In the Scot-
tish Parl iament everything was performed de-
cently and in order. The following regulations 
were laid down:—"That a f te r the House is set, 
none offer to stand or walk, or keep private 
discourse one with another. That no person 
offer to interrupt another, nor direct his dis-
course to any but to the Lord Chancellor or 
President, and none speak more than twice in 
the same debate, unless specially asked to do 
so." Members were also fined for unpunctual 
or irregular attendance. What would these 
dignified members think now? 

As you know, burgh members were abolished 
in 1918, but between 1707 and tha t date there 
have been 30 different representatives of the 
Elgin Burghs, the first being 
Colonel the Hon. Patrick Ogilvie of Lonmay— 

1708-1710. 
Patr ick Ogilvie was the third but second sur-

viving son of James, third Earl of Findlater 
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and his wife Anne, only child of Hugh, seventh 
Earl of Eglinton, and widow of Robert Seton. 
He was born in 1665 and in 1675, Walter Ogilvie, 
Lord Deskford, James Ogilvie and Patrick 
Ogilvie were entered by their father, James, 
Earl of Findlater, as Bajans a t Marischal Col-
lege, Aberdeen. Walter, who won the archery 
medal during his College course, died during 
his father's lifetime, James became the Chan-
cellor, Earl of Seafield, and Patrick lives in 
Scots History as the brother who, af ter the 
Union, retorted to the Chancellor, when re-
proved for lowering the dignity of the family 
by taking to the trade of cattle-dealing, 
"Better selling nowt nor nations!" 

He entered the army but little is known of 
his early services. His commission as a Cap : 
tain was dated 2nd December 1701 and on 17th 
November 1704 Captain Patrick Ogilvie was 
promoted Second Lieutenant-Colonel. 

He married firstly, in 1686, Elizabeth Baird, 
daughter of Sir James Baird of Auchmedden, 
widow of Sir Alexander Abercrombie of Birken-
bog. There must have been considerable dis-
parity in the ages of Elizabeth and Patrick 
Ogilvie as he was jus t twenty-one a t the date 
of their marriage, whereas Elizabeth had mar-
ried Sir Alexander Abercrombie in 1668— 
twenty-three years earlier—when Patrick 
Ogilvie was only three years old! By their 
marriage there was one daughter. Anne, who 
married the Hon. James Fraser, third son of 
William, eleventh Lord Saltoun. 

Elizabeth Baird died shortly af ter the Union, 
when her husband married again, in 1708, his 
cousin Elizabeth, daughter of the Hon. Francis 
Montgomerie of Giffen, son of Hugh, seventh 
Lord Eglinton. By this marr iage there were 
three children. 

For some time after his first marr iage Pat-
rick Ogilvie lived a t Pattenbringan, near 
Cullen, and on the top of the Castle Hill, 
Cullen, there is an inscribed stone with the 
initials "M.P.O." and "D.E.B." and the date 
1688; also a stone with the Baird arms, prob-
ably both removed from the house a t Patten-
bringan. In the Kirk Session Records of Cullen 
for the year 1688 there is the following en t ry : 
"The Session grant liberty to Mr Patr ick 
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Ogilvie, son of the Earl of Findlater, to erect a 
seat on the west side of the Isle for himself 
and familie, since he was dwelling a t Pittin-
bringands." 

In September 1690, James Ogilvie, his son, 
writes a delightful letter in which he invites 
his cousins from Cullen House to play golf on 
the sea braes near the Castle of the Boyne, in 
these terms: "My father (i.e. Sir Patrick 
Ogilvie) is gone towards Carnustie this day: 
and if Mr Patrick and you have a mind for a 
touch a t long gauff to-morrow lett me inow 
this night wher I shall waitt on you with a 
second, or if yee would doe me the honour to 
come this lenth, because the links are better, 
and we shall see ife ye cannot make better use 
of a club in this countrey than ye did a t Eden. 
This is not that I doubt but ye made good use 
of your short putting clubs there." Alas, that 
there are no golf links now at the Boyne, 
though I feel that the inhabitants of Cullen 
would not admit tha t they could have been 
better than theirs! 

In 1690 Patrick Ogilvie was appointed a Com-
missioner of Suppy for Banffshire and in 
1692 ho was living a t Cairnbulg, an estate 
which he had recently acquired from the 
Frasers. This was probably the time when he 
became a noted farmer and cattle-breeder. 

From 1702-1708 he was Member for the burgh 
of Cullen in the last Scottish Parliament, and 
in 1708 was elected representative for the 
Elgin Burghs (then consisting of Elgin, Banff, 
Cullen, Inverurie and Kintore) in the first Par-
liament of Great Britain. Elgin was the first 
returning burgh, the election being held there 
on 16th May 1708. The delegates were: William 
King of Newmill for Elgin, Sir Alexander 
Ogilvie of Forglen for Banff, Colonel Patrick 
Ogilvie of Lonmay for Cullen, Alexander Reid 
of Barra for Kintore, Bailie John Ferguson for 
Inverurie. William King was chosen Praeses 
of the meeting and Colonel Ogilvie, the Cullen 
delegate, was unanimously chosen M.P. I t 
must have been somewhat of an adventure in 
those days to journey from Elgin to London 
for the meeting of the first British Parliament, 
but unfortunately no record exists of his ex-
periences nor of his views of Parliamentary 
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life in London. The town of Elgin had distinct 
views on the duties of its representative, fo r 
in the Town Council Minutes of 1708 there is-
the following entry: "it was unanimously 
agreed by the whole Commissioners tha t who-
ever shall be elected to represent this class o r 
district of burghs shall serve all the sessions 
of the ensuing Parliament at his own expense 
and shall not demand nor have a right to anie 
Commissioner fees or charges or disburse-
ments whatsoever for all or anie of the burghs 
he represents but shall subscrive ane valid and 
formall renounciation and discharge thereof 
befor he receive his commission." 

Colonel Ogilvie seems to have been suffici-
ently assiduous in his duties and was an ac-
tive supporter of the Union. 

He died a t Inchmartine, 20th September 1737, 
in his seventy-second year. 

Sir Alexander Reid of Barra—1710-1713. 
Sir Alexander Reid was the second baronet 

of Barra. His father, Sir John Reid. who was 
created a baronet in 1703, married Marion 
Abercrombie and died about 1720. James Reid, 
his grandfather, an advocate, in Aberdeen, 
bought the lands of Bourtie from James Seton 
in 1657 and. shortly after acquired the lands 
and castle of Barra in the same parish. 

Alexander Reid was born about 1683 and 
studied at Marischal College during the ses-
sions 1698 to 1702. He married on 28th J a n u a r y 
1705, Agnes, eldest daughter of Sir Alexander 
Ogilvie, first baronet of Forglen, a Lord of 
Session under the title of Lord Forglen. They 
had seven sons. 

Alexander Reid was the delegate for Kintore 
at the first election for the Burghs, when 
Colonel Patrick Ogilvie was chosen Member. 
At the subsequent election, in 1710, held a t 
Banff, Alexander Reid was elected Member for 
the Burghs. In John Row's Diary there is the 
following entry, "Alexander Reid, younger of 
Barra, was elected comistioner to the breitish 
parliament representing 5 northern broughs to 
wit Elgin, Cullen, Banff, Kintor and Inverurie 
in the year 1710, of age 26." 

Alexander Reid sat in the House of Commons-
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till 1713, and died in February 1750, in his 
sixty-seventh year. 

The Hon. James Murray—1713-1715. 
The third member for the Elgin Burghs was 

the Hon. James Murray, second son of David, 
fifth Viscount Stormont, and brother of Wil-
liam, first Lord Mansfield. James Murray, who 
was an advocate, had previously been Member 
for Dumfries-shire from 1711 to 1713, but in 
September 1713 he was chosen as the repre-
sentative of the Elgin Burghs. In 1714 being 
appointed—according to the Journals of the 
House of Commons—"one of Her Majesty's Com-
missaries for treating with Commissaries on the 
par t of France, for settling the trade between 
Great Britain and France"—in other words a 
place of profit under the Crown—another elec-
tion became necessary when James Murray was 
again returned. There seems to have been some 
opposition to his subsequent candidature, for 
in November 1714 Captain Robert Munro, 
younger of Fowlis, wrote to Forbes of Culloden, 
" I had almost forgotten to tell you, that if it 
is requested of you by some great men in the 
Ministry, tha t you should go to Morray on re-
ceipt of this and try if it is possible by Sir 
Hary Innes and Bishopmiln (Alexander Dun-
bar), or any other has influence with Thunder-
ton (Archibald Dunbar) to oppose James Mur-
ray in the Burrows, for the Earl of Finlater has 
promised the Dukes of Montrose and Rox-
burgh to give his towns to any man will op-
pose Murray." In December 1714 Munro wrote 
again from London, "I long to know what can 
be done with Elgin for the Earl of Finlater's 
burrows of Bamfe and Cullen are secure against 
Mr Murray." Apparently Lord Findlater did 
not really control the towns, for in spite of all 
threatened opposition James Murray was re-
elected in 1714, and on 11th October of the same 
year the Town Council of Elgin resolved "to 
send off an address to his Majestie (George I.) 
the next post through Mr Murray, member of 
parliament." The election of 1715 took place at 
the end of February, and James Murray was 
returned for the third time. He does not seem 
to have been opposed a t first, though John 
Campbell of Mamore appears to have come for-
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ward later. Murray was declared unduly 
elected—he was unseated in April 1715—and 
John Campbell of Mamore was returned in his 
place. 

James Murray died at Avignon, France, in 
1770. 
John Campbell of Mamore—1715-1722 & 1725-1727. 

The fourth member for the Elgin Burghs 
was John Campbell of Mamore who had a long 
and distinguished career in the army and in the 
service of the State. He was the eldest son of 
John Campbell of Mamore, M.P. for Dum-
bartonshire from 1708 till 1727. John Campbell, 
the younger, was born about 1692 and entered 
the army at a very early age. Family interest 
must have been exerted on his behalf for in 
1712—at the age of twenty—he was a Lieut.-
Colonel. Later he commanded a detachment of 
Guards that took Dunkirk in order to demolish 
the fortifications, pursuant to the Treaty of 
Utrecht. In the rising of 1715 he was aide-de-
camp to his chief, John, second Duke of Argyll, 
and in 1738 got the command of the 21st Regi-
ment of Foot He was present a t the battle 
of Dettingen in 1741 as a Brigadier-General ; 
in 1744 he became a Major-General and served 
as such in a campaign in Germany. During 
the troublous times of 1745 he commanded the 
troops and garrisons in the West of Scotland 
and joined Cumberland a t Perth on the 9th 
February 1746. But unlike some others of his 
family, does not appear to have been a perse-
cutor of Highlanders! In 1747 he became Lieut-
General, commanded the Scots Greys from 1752 
to 1770 and -was appointed Governor of Limer-
ick in 1761, a post which he held till his death. 
He was Groom of the Bedchamber to George I I . 
and III., became a representative peer in 1761 
and a General in 1765. 

Besides his activities as a soldier, John Camp-
bell was active in the political world. Whilst 
a young man he represented Bute in Parlia-
ment from 1713 to 1715 and on the Hon. James 
Murray being unseated for the Elgin Burghs in 
1715 John Campbell was elected in his place 
There are several references to him in the 
Elgin Town Council Minutes—three of them 
refer to the Rising of 1715. The first is dated 
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9th April 1716: "The Councill considering that 
the inhabitants of this place have as yet got 
no reparation of the damnages sustained by 
them through the rebellion do ordain that the 
accompt of the said damnages be sent up to 
London to Coll: Campbell, the town's repre-
sentative in Parliament, in order to procure 
redress and that the Magistrate and clerk send 
of the same with a letter to Coll: Campbell next 
post day." Apparently there was considerable 
delay in settling this matter for the next re-
ference to it in the Council Minutes is found 
under date 11th April 1720, as follows: "The 
Magistrate to write to Mr Campbell, their re-
presentative in Parliament, to lay befor the 
Parliament the town's claim was levied out this 
burgh in 1715 by the Earl of Sutherland's order, 
which claimed amounts to £188 2s 6d Stg." An-
other reference to John Campbell occurs on 12th 
September 1720—"the Councill appoint Colonel 
Campbell, their representative in Parliament, 
to sell in London the share allotted to them 
in the Royal Fisherie of England which was 
£3000 Stg." John Campbell kept his seat for 
the Elgin Burghs till 1722 when he appears to 
have ceased to be a member for a short time 
but he was re-elected for the same constituency 
in 1725 and retained it till 1727. 

One more reference is to be seen in the 
Minutes of 12th February 1728—"The Provost 
presented a discharge from Colonell Campbell, 
late representative of this burgh in the last 
two parliaments, of all his fees which he could 
claim of this burgh and of the expences laid 
out for obtaining the Act of Parliament anent 
the two pennies Sc. on each pint of ale. The 
Councill ordain that so much of the moneys 
arising from the duties of the two pennies on 
the pint as are necessarie be laid out for im-
proving the harbour of Lossie." 

After ceasing to be member for the Elgin 
Burghs in 1727 John Campbell was elected for 
Dumbartonshire in the same year, which con-
stituency he continued to represent until 1761. 

He married in 1720 the Hon. Mary Bellenden 
(Maid of Honour to Caroline, Princess of Wales) 
third daughter of John, second Lord Bellenden, 
by whom he had four sons, the eldest, John, 
becoming the 5th Duke of Argyll. 
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On the death of his cousin, Archibald, third 
Duke of Argyll, In 1761, John Campbell suc-
ceeded to the title as fourth Duke of Argyll. He 
died 9th November 1770, his wife having pre-
deceased him, when holding the post of house-
keeper at Somerset House, on 18th December 
1736. 

The Hon. M. E. William Fraser—1722-1724. 
The second son of William, eleventh Lord Sal-

toun and his wife Margaret, daughter of James 
Sharp, Archbishop of St Andrews, William 
Fraser was born on 19th November 1691. Choos-
ing the legal profession, he became an advocate 
in 1713 and on his father 's death in 1715, in-
herited money which enabled him to buy, in 
1721, Balgownie, near Aberdeen, from Lord 
Gray and change its name to Fraserfield. At 
the General Election of 1722 he stood for the 
Elgin Burghs and was successful at the poll, 
but later was found not duly elected and was 
compelled to surrender the seat to John Camp-
bell of Mamore, who had been delegate for 
Elgin a t the election. Apparently William 

Fraser was allowed to retain the seat until 
January 1724—people didn't hurry themselves 
much in those, days—when John Campbell 
petitioned against bis return, complaining of 
"an undue election." The facts of the matter 
are curious and must be briefly told. At the 
election of 1722 three delegates voted for Wil-
liam Fraser—described as "the sitting member" 
—and two for the Petitioner (John Campbell). 
But it was disputed who was the legal delegate 
for Banff—whether Mr George Barclay, who 
voted for William Fraser, or Mr Robert Steuart . 
who voted for John Campbell. I t was admitted 
by counsel on both sides that the merits of the 
election turned upon that question. I t ap-
peared by the Minutes of Steuart's election to 
be delegate that, upon receipt of the Sheriff's 
Precept for electing a delegate to vote for 
Banff, the Provost, with the Town Council and 
Town Clerk assembled in the Town Hall elected 
Steuart to be their delegate and his commision 

under the Town Seal was produced, dated 30th 
March 1722. The Council for William Fraser 
alleged that some days af ter the election of 
Steuart there was another assembly of the 
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Town Council where a greater number, not 
present a t the former meeting and dissatisfied 
with the proceedings, met and elected George 
Barclay to be the delegate for Banff. The 
Petitioner's (Campbell's) Counsel replied that 
this was a mock meeting, not a t the usual 
place, without either Provost or Town Clerk 
present, without legal notice and without au-
thority to convene: and that George Barclay-
had no commission under the Town Seal. 

The Committee came to these resolutions— 
that Robert Steuart was duly elected a com-
missioner for Banff, tha t William Fraser was 
not duly elected a member of Parliament, and 
tha t John Campbell was "duly elected a 
Burgess to serve in this present Parliament." 
These resolutions were agreed to by the House 
and it was ordered that the return for the 
Elgin Burghs be amended "by rasing out the 
name of William Fraser and inserting the name 
of John Campbell instead thereof." 

William Fraser, who apparently held the seat 
for two years whilst this petition was pending, 
lost his 6eat in 1724 and does not appear to 
have sought fur ther parliamentary work. 

William Steuart—1727 and from 1734 to 1741. 
For the years 1725 to 1727 John Campbell of 

Mamore occupied the seat but in the lat ter 
year Campbell having been chosen for Dum-
bartonshire, William Steuart was elected for 
the Elgin Burghs. He had previously sat for the 
Inverness Burghs from 1713 to 1722 and for the 
Ayr Burghs from 1722 to 1727, during which 
time he was Secretary to the Prince of Wales. 
He was again elected for the Ayr Burghs in 
1727, but was also elected for Elgin in the same 
year. However, he chose to sit for the Ayr 
Burghs, which constituency he held till 1734. 
In t h a t year he seems to have severed his con-
nection with Ayr, for he was then duly elected 
for the Elgin Burghs and represented them 
unt i l 1741. 

In Foster's "Members of Parliament. Scot-
land," he is wrongly described as being of 
Castle Stewart and as third son of James, se-
cond Earl of Galloway. He was son of Thomas 
Steuart of Weyland, Commissary Clerk of 
Orkney, by Isabel Young, daughter of Wil-
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liam Young of Castleyards, who married Bar-
bara, daughter of Thomas Moncreiffe, mer-
chant in Kirkwall, father of Sir Thomas Mon-
creiffe of Moncreiffe. 

William Steuart was born a t Kirkwall, be-
came an advocate, and besides holding the 
office of King's Remembrancer was also pay-
master of annual bounties. He died a t Acton, 
Middlesex, having married Frances Cheyne, 
but left no issue. 

Colonel Patrick Campbell—1728-1734. 
As William Steuart decided to sit for the Ayr 

Burghs instead of for Elgin, another election 
became necessary in March 1728, when Patrick 
Campbell was elected. He is variously de-
scribed as Patrick or Peter. Joseph Foster in 
his "Members of Parliament, Scotland," calls 
him "Colonel Peter Campbell- of South Gar-
rachtie." He had been member for Bute from 
1722 to 1727 and sat for the Elgin Burghs from 
1728 till 1734. Upon William Steuart being re-
elected for the Elgin Burghs in 1734 Patrick 
Campbell was returned for his former con-
stituency of Bute, which seat he retained till 
1741. He was of the Household, and Deputy 
Governor of Portsmouth in 1733, and Lieut.-
General in 1743. He died in London on 18th 
February 1751 being then described as "Lieut.-
General Peter Campbell, Lieutenant-Governor 
of Portsmouth, and First Gentleman of the 
Beer Buttery a t St James' ." Burke's "Landed 
Gentry" describes him as the second son of 
Duncan Campbell of Whitestone in Cantyre 
and his wife Barbara, daughter of M'Alester, 
Laird of Loup. The account goes on to say 
that Peter Campbell built South Hall, Argyll-
shire, and tha t he lived in Golden Square, also 
that he was formerly in the Dutch Service and 
afterwards Lieut.-Colonel in the Horse Guards. 
On his death he left his estates to his nephew. 

Sir James Grant of Grant, Bart.—-1741 to 1747. 
In 1734 William Steuart was re-elected for 

the Elgin Burghs and sat till 1741. In t h a t 
year Sir James Grant of Grant, who had sa t 
for Inverness-shire from 1722 to 1741, resigned 
that seat in order to apply for election for 
the Elgin Burghs. In a letter addressed to the 
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Elgin Town Council he expressed a hope that 
they will "accept his offer" upon his personal 
acquaintance with many in the town and also 
upon the fact that he was for some time edu-
cated among them!" The election took place 
a t Cullen, on 28th May 1741, when Sir James 
was returned for the Elgin Burghs and sat in 
the House of Commons for the next six years. 

Sir James Grant was the third son of Ludo-
vick Grant of Grant and Janet Brodie, but 
owing to the death of the eldest brother, John, 
in 1682, became heir-presumptive to the Grant 
estates during the lifetime of his "immediate 
elder" brother, Brigadier-General Alexander 
Grant. 

He was born on 28th July 1679. Little is 
known of him, until he married on 29th 
J anua ry 1702 Anne, only child of Sir Humph-
rey Colquhoun, fifth baronet of Luss, Dumbar-
ton. Sir James was for some time designated 
of Pluscardine, which he inherited from his 
mother. Some time after James' marriage Sir 
Humphrey Colquhoun desired that failing heir-
male of his own body, the title of baronet 
should be inherited by his son-in-law. He 
therefore resigned his baronetcy into the 
hands of the Crown and Queen Anne, in 1704, 
granted a new patent of baronetcy to Sir 
Humphrey, whom failing, to James Grant of 
Pluscardine and the heirs male of his marri-
age with Anne Colquhoun. Accordingly on the 
death of Sir Humphrey in 1718 James became 
Sir James Colquhoun of Luss, on succeeding to 
those estates. 

In 1719, his elder brother, Brigadier-General 
Alexander Grant, having died without surviv-
ing issue, Sir James succeeded to the states of 
Grant: he thereupon dropped the name of Col-
quhoun and resumed his paternal surname of 
Grant. He retained the baronetcy of Luss, but 
the estate of Luss went to his second surviving 
son according to the settlement in the entail 
of that estate. 

Sir James Grant was returned as Member of 
Parliament for Inverness-shire on the 12th 
April 1722. He was twice re-elected in 1727 and 
1734 and continued to represent that county 
till 1741, when he represented the Elgin Burghs 
till his death in 1747. He was thus in Parlia-
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ment for a quarter of a, century, during which 
time he was on intimate terms with Sir Robert 
Walpole. 

By hie wife, Anne Colquhoun, who died a t 
Castle Grant on 25th June 1724, Sir James had 
fourteen children, six sons and eight daugh-
ters. The sons were—(1) Humphrey, (2) Ludo-
vick, who succeeded to the estates of Luss and 
afterwards to those of Grant, (3) Alexander, (4) 
James, who succeeded to Luss and carried on 
the family of Colquhoun of Luss (4) Francis, 
M.P. for Morayshire from 1768 to 1774, (6) 
Charles. Of the eight daughters—Jean, the se-
cond, married in 1722 William Duff, created 
Lord Braco, afterwards the first Earl of Fife, 
Anne, the fourth, married Sir Henry Innes of 
Innes; Penuel, the seventh, married Captain 
Alexander Grant of Ballindalloch, and Clem-
entina, the youngest, was the wife of Sir 
William Dunbar of Durn. 

Shortly after the battle of Culloden, Sir 
James Grant wrote the following letter to his 
daughter, Lady Braco, a t Rothiemay. I t is 
dated 

London, 24th Aprile 1746. 
Dear Jeanie— 

The Express come this morning from his 
Royall Highness the Duke makes me hope 
that this letter will come safe to you. I 
heartily congratulate you on the good ac-
count of the entyr defeat of the Rebells, I 
hope this will finde my Lord Braco you and 
the young ffamily well. If once all were quite 
settled I have some thoughts of being in the 
North if it were but for twenty dayes time. 
The Plundering and barbarity committed by 
the Rebells must noe doubt make the coun-
try look generally very miserable and I am 
much affrayed that the destruction of the 
corn and grain will produce bad effects. I 
can offer noe other news from this, compli-
ments in the kindest manner to Lord Braco 
and ffamily, and I am, Dr. Jeanie, your very 
affect, ffather. 

JA. GRANT. 
"This is written in the Speaker's chamber: 
where his Majesty affords us noe better 
paper (tho' great plenty of it) than this." 

This letter shows his Whig principles. 
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Sir James Grant, while still in London, was 
seized with gout of the stomach, and died 

there on 16th J a n u a r y 1747. 
William Grant of Prestongrange, 

Lord Advocate—1747-1754. 
After the death of Sir James Grant a new 

election for the Elgin Burghs became neces-
s a r y and this took place on the 18th February 
1747, when William Grant of Prestongrange 
was returned as Member. In the Elgin Town 
Council Minutes for 4th February it is re-
corded tha t "the Provost produced a letter 
from William Grant of Prestongrange, Lord 
Advocate, in t imat ing the death of Sir James 
Grant, M.P. for the Burghs, and offering his 
services as his successor. The Council 
authorised a letter to be sent in reply assuring 
his Lordship of the interest this community 
took in his election." 

On February 16th, Provost John Duff was 
-chosen delegate to go to Cullen for the election 
meeting and on the 9th March the Provost re-
ported tha t he had attended the meeting, and 
t h a t Mr William Grant had been unanimously 
elected. He was re-elected in 1747 and sat until 
1754, when he was appointed a Lord of Session 
and took the tit le of Lord Prestongrange. 

William Grant was the second son of Sir 
Francis Grant., Bart., and his second wife, Jean 
Urquhart—Sir Francis became a Judge of 
Session by the style of Lord Cullen and bought 
Monymusk in 1711. 

William Grant was admitted to the Middle 
Temple in February 1720 and became an ad-
votcate in 1722. In 1731 he was elected pro-
cura tor for the Church of Scotland and 
principal clerk to the General Assembly: 
whilst in 1737 he was appointed Solicitor-
General and in the following year one of the 
commissioners for improving the fisheries and 
manufactures of Scotland. In the troublous 
times of 1746, William Grant was appointed 
Lord Advocate in which office he had a 
principal par t in preparing and promoting the 
Acts for the abolition of the heritable juris-
dictions and for suppressing the wearing of 
the kilt. In tha t position his fair dealing with 
the forfeited estates was very much praised. On 
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becoming a Lord of Session in 1754 he vacated 
his seat in Parliament. 

He married Grizel, daughter of the Rev. M. 
Millar, and left three daughters (1) Janet , 
married the Earl of Hyndford (2) Agnes, 
married Sir George Suttie of Balgonie and (3) 
Jane, married Robert Dundas, son of the first 
Lord President Dundas of Arniston. 

Lord Prestongrange died a t Bath, where he 
had gone for the benefit of his health, on 23rd 
May 1764. He was author of "Remarks on the 
State of the Church of Scotland with respect 
to Patronages" and is said to have written 
the "Answer to the Second Manifesto of the 
Pretender's Son" containing reflections upon 
the last Revolution and the Present Rebellion 
1745. 

R. L. Stevenson draws a striking portrait 
of William Grant, Lord Prestongrange, in his 
novel "Catriona" in connection with the tr ial 
of the murderer of Campbell of Glenure, the 
Red Fox. There he is depicted as interviewing 
the innocent David Balfour and replying to 
David's strictures on his refusal to call David 
as a witness." "I am a man nursing with 
both hands the interests of this country, and 
I press on you a political necessity. I do not 
want your testimony." So sure was he tha t 
the evidence was better not given, that he im-
prisoned David on the Bass till the day of 
the tr ial! This is not actually historical but 
quite characteristic of the man. 

Sir Andrew Mitchell of Thainston—1755-1771. 
Sir Andrew Mitchell was the only son of the 

Rev. William Mitchell, minister of St Giles, 
Edinburgh, a chaplain to the King in Scotland, 
and his first wife Margaret, daughter of Sir 
Hugh Cunningham of Craigend. Andrew was 
born in 1708. He went to the University of 
Leyden in 1730, returning to England in 1733 
entered the Middle Temple and was called to 
the Bar in 1738. When the Marquis of Tweedale 
was appointed Minister for the affairs of Scot-
land in 1741, Andrew Mitchell began his 
political career as secretary to the Marquis, 
being advanced in the following year to the 

position of Under Secretary of State for Scot-
land. Though the Marquis resigned 
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in consequence of the Rising in Scotland in 
1745, Mitchell retained his: and during that 
memorable period he corresponded with 
officials in Scotland, and from time to time 
communicated to them intelligence he received. 
In 1747 he was elected M.P. for Aberdeenshire, 
succeding his great friend, Sir Arthur Forbes. 
4th Baronet of Craigievar, in that constituency 
and continued to represent it until 1754 in 
which years he was succeeded by Lord Adam 
Gordon. Mitchell cannot have been very at-
tentive to his parliamentary duties during the 
last three years in which he represented Aber-
deenshire, as in 1751 he was appointed His 
Majesty's resident at Brussels. In 1753 he came 
to London and in January 1755 was elected for 
the Elgin Burghs. He showed his appreciation 
of this by presenting to the Town of Elgin £301) 
"as a small mark of his gratitude to the Magis-
trates and Town Council and o£ the sincere 
regard he has for the City and as some of their 
public works are in disrepair." He was re-
elected for the Burghs in 1761 and 1768 and re-
tained the seat until his death. During most 
of his Parliamentary career he must have been 
absent from his duties in the House, for in 1756 
he was appointed British Envoy to Berlin, 
being subsequently raised to the rank of 
Ambassador Extraodinary and Minister Pleni-
potentiary at the Court of Frederick the Great 
of Prussia. For his special services in attend-
ing upon that monarch during the Seven 
Years' War. he was subsequently (in 1765) made 
a Knight of the Bath. Sir Andrew generally 
accompanied Frederick on his campaigns and 
when, on the memorable 12th August 1759, the 
Prussian army was totally routed by Count 
Soltikoff, the Russian General, it was with diffi-
culty that Mitchell could be persuaded to quit 
the King's tent. He died a t Berlin on 28th Janu-
a r y 1771 and his funeral was honoured by the 
presence of the Prussian Court. The King is 
said to have witnessed the procession from a 
balcony and to have shed tears. 

Sir Andrew married his relative, Barbara 
Mitchell, only daughter and heiress of Thomas 
Mitchell of Thainston and his wife Barbara, 
daughter of Sir John Forbes, third baronet of 
Monymusk. Having lost his wife and his only 
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child, Barbara, Sir Andrew had himself served 
heir to the various estates, which he be-
queathed to his life-long friend, Sir Arthur 
Forbes of Craigievar, whose third son, Duncan, 
succeeded to Thainston and assumed the name 
of Forbes-Mitchell. 

Thomas Lockhart—1771-1774. 
Thomas Lockhart is described as "counsellor-

at-law, Lincoln's Inn," being the eldest son of 
Alexander Lockhart (Lord Covington, of Session 
1775) and was elected for the Burghs on the 
death of Sir Andrew Mitchell. Thomas Lock-
har t married Mary, daughter of the Rev. 
William Danby, D.D., of Sivinton, Yorkshire. 
Lockhart stood again at the election of 1774 and 
was then defeated by Colonel Staats Long 
Morris. I t appears that Thomas Lockhart, 
being ill and confined to his house in London, 
was not present a t the election. Later he seems 
to have gone to Portugal for the recovery of 
his health, and his friends, "being convinced 
that the election of Colonel Morris was brought 
about by undue influence and unlawful means" 
petitioned against the return of Morris. Noth-
ing, however, came of the petition and Lock-
har t did not return to Parliament. 

He died without issue a t Weymouth 22nd July 
1775 and his widow married 3rd September 1778 
William, third Earl of Harcourt. She died 14th 
January 1833 and is described in Vicary Gibbs' 
"Complete Peerage" as "a woman of warm 
temper and small reserve." 

Colonel (subsequently General) Staats Long 
Morris—1774-1784. 

He was son of James Morris of Morrisania, 
near New York, by Eleanor, second daughter 
of Augustus Van Cortlant, and was born in 
1730. Of his early career little is known but 
he seems to have been a pushing and ambitious 
young man. In March. 1756 he married Cath-
erine, widow of Cosmo George, third Duke of 
Gordon, daughter of William, third Earl of 
Aberdeen. She was 12 years his senior. At the 
time of the wedding he was described as of New 
York, but he became a Captain in the British 
Army in 1756 and raised a Battalion of 900 men 
in Scotland. Horace Walpole, writing to Lord 
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Hailes, 10th February 1781, tells a delightful 
story about the raising of the 89th Regiment, 
1759-1765. The Duke of Argyll wanted the com-
mand of it for a favourite of his own. The 
Dowager-Duchess insisted on it for her second 
husband (Staats Long Morris). The Duke said 
"Oh to be sure, her Grace must be obliged" 
and instantly got the regiment ordered to the 
East Indies! Morris must have remained there 
for some time for he became a Brigadier Gen-
eral, whilst ill the East Indies, in 1774. In that 
year he was first elected for the Elgin Burghs, 
defeating the sitting Member, Thomas Lock-
hart , principally by the support of the Gordon 
family, and retained the seat till 1784. Two en-
tries in the Elgin Town Council Minutes refer 
to him, the first dated 17th June 1776, runs "The 
Council write their Member of Parliament to 
support the petition of the Brora Company to 
have the duty taken off the Brora coal"; the 
second, of 12th January 1779, states that "the 
Council, considering that the kingdom is 
alarmed with fear of a Bill being brought into 
Parliament in favour of Roman Catholicks, un-
animously agreed to Bend a memorial to their 
Commissioner in Parliament to oppose the pass-
ing of the said Bill." 

Morris was Colonel of the 61st Foot in 1778 and 
a General in December 1796. His first wife, the 
Duchess, died in 1779, being buried in Elgin 
Cathedral. He lo6t no time in taking a second 
wife for in 1780 he married Jane, daughter of 
John Urquhart of Craigston. He left no issue. 
He died while Governor of Quebec on 2nd April 
1800 and was buried in Westminster Abbey, as 
was his widow, who died in the following year. 

William Adam of Woodstone—1784-1790. 
On April 1st 1784, Parliament having been 

dissolved, the Town Council of Elgin unani-
mously resolved that William Adam, advocate, 
should have their -votes and interest to repre-
sent the Burghs and authorised the Magis-
trates to write to him of this resolution. The 
election was held a t Inverurie on 26th April 
when William Adam was duly elected. This 
Parliament continued until 1790. 

William Adam of Woodstone, Kincardine-
shire, was the son of John Adam, of Blair 
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Adam, Kinross-shire, formerly an architect at 
Leith. 

William Adam was born on 21st July 1751 and 
was educated a t Edinburgh, Glasgow and Ox-
ford. He was admitted a member of the faculty 
of Advocates in 1773 and though he never 
practised at the Scottish Bar yet led an active 
life in. political and legal circles for over sixty 
years. He first entered Parliament for an 
English constituency, being elected in 1774 for 
Gatton, which seat he retained until 1780. It 
was whilst he represented this constituency 
that he had his quarrel with Charles James 
Fox which might have had an unfortunate 
ending. Parliament had re-opened a t the end 
of November 1779 and the King's speech from 
the Throne contained not a single reference 
to the American War. Fox protested against 
this and in his speech severely censured 
William Adam, who had recently voted with 
the opposition but then announced his inten-
tion of going over to the ministerial side, his 
reasons being ridiculed by Fox who severely 
lashed Lord North and ended: "I will inform 
the world, that the men who oppose you are 
more ignorant, more inconsistent, more in-
famous and more disgraceful than yourself." 

The speech was delivered on November 25th 
On the 26th Fox and Adam met in private dis-
cussion. On the 27th Adam wrote to Fox say-
ing that his character could be cleared only 
by a statement in the press that Fox meant 
no personal reflection by the offending 
passages of his speech. Fox refused and on 
November 28th Adam wrote saying that this re-
fusal entitled him to demand "the only satis-
faction that such an injury will admit of." 
On the following morning, the two men met a t 
eight o'clock in Hyde Park. A ground of four-
teen paces was marked out, and on being asked 
by Adam to open, Fox replied: "Sir, I have no 
quarrel with you, do you fire," which Adam 
thereupon did and wounded Fox but neither 
Adam nor the seconds perceived that the 
bullet had taken effect. Fox fired without re-
sult; the seconds then interposed and asked 
Adam if he were satisfied. Adam answered 
"Will Mr Fox declare he meant no personal 
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at tack upon my character?" Fox replied that 
this was no place for apologies and desired him 
to go on. Adam fired his second pistol without 
effect and Fox his remaining one in the air, 
and then saying, as the affair was ended, he 
(had no difficulty in declaring that he meant no 
personal affront to Adam. The latter replied 
"Sir, you have behaved like a man of honour," 
and only then did Fox inform those present 
that he had been wounded, though not danger-
ously, and remarked that had his antagonist 
not loaded his pistol with government powder 
he would have been killed." Fox recovered in 
about a week and the duellists later became 
firm friends, and when Fox was so unpopular 
during the time of the French Revolution 
Adam was one of the few associates of the 
North Coalition period who did not desert him. 

In 1780 Adam was elected for the Wigton 
Burghs for which he sat till 1784. During that 
period, in 1782, he became a barrister-at-law 
in Lincoln's Inn, and in 1783 was Treasurer and 
Paymaster of the Ordance. From 1784 to 1790 
he represented the Elgin Burghs and in that 
year became Member for Boss-shire until he 
retired and accepted the Chiltern Hundreds in 
1794 as he wished to devote himself to his pro-
fession. In 1802 he was appointed Counsel for 
the East India Company. In 1806 he was 
chosen member for Kincardineshire and in 1807 
being elected both for that county and Kinross, 
he preferred to sit for the former. He seems 
to have had a catholic taste in constituencies! 
In 1811 he again vacated his seat for profes-
sional reasons. 

Besides the above political activities, Adam 
was, in 1790, appointed one of the managers 
to draw up and conduct the articles of im-
peachment against Warren Hastings. He was 
appointed Solicitor-General to the Prince of 
Wales in 1802, Attorney-General in 1805, 
Chancellor and Keeper of the Great Seal to 
Prince of Wales in 1806, a State Councillor for 
the Prince, appointed for his principality of 
Scotland in 1806, whilst in 1815 he was made a 
Privy Councillor and a Baron of the Scottish 
Exchequer. 

He married in 1777 Eleanor, second daughter 
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of Charles, tenth Lord Elphinston, and had five 
sons and one daughter. 

William Adam died at Ms house in Charlotte 
Square, Edinburgh, on 17th February 1839, aged 
eighty-eight, as Lord Lieutenant of Kinross 
and Lord Chief Commissioner of the Ju ry 
Court of Scotland, "the excellent old man" of 
Walter Scott who described him as "one of the 
most pleasant, kind-hearted, benevolent, and 
pleasing men I have ever known." 

Alexander Brodie of Madras—1790-1802. 
He is always described, ra ther grandilo-

quently, as "of Madras" where he acquired a 
considerable fortune and returning home 
bought the property of Arnhill, Kincardine-
shire. In the "Political State of Scotland" he 
is described as "a Brother of Mr Brodie's, made 
a fortune in India, a friend of Mr Dundas," 
and in another place succintly as "the nabob." 

Born on 3rd March 1748 he was the third son 
of James Brodie of Spynie, and younger 
brother of James Brodie of Brodie who was. 
Member for Morayshire from 1796 to 1807. Hav-
ing returned from India as a rich man, he 
was elected for Nairnshire in 1785 and repre-
sented that county for five years. In 1790 he 
was unanimously chosen member for the Elgin 
Burghs, was re-elected in 1796—the Town Coun-
cil of Elgin "being highly satisfied with the 
uniform steady attention of Alexander Brodie 
of Madras to the interest of the Burgh"—and 
he held the seat until 1802. There is an inter-
esting reference to the Slave Trade in the 
Minutes of the Town Council of Elgin, under 
date 27th February 1792. "The Council, having 
deliberately reasoned on and considered the 
plan presently in agitation and intended to be 
submitted to the consideration of Par l iament 
anent the abolition of the African Slave Trade, 
are unanimously of opinion tha t the t rade is 
inimical to the best and dearest interests of 
their fellow men and in opposition to the sacred 
laws of morality and religion, and therefore 
authorize Baillie Alexander Brander, as Senior 
Magistrate, to prepare in their name a peti-
tion to Parliament, sign and transmit the same 
to Mr Brodie, to be by him presented, and a t 
the same time to write to Mr Wilberforce, 
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Member of Parliament, of the present resolu-
tion." On 8th May 1798 appears in the Town 
Council minutes: "An additional duty having-
been laid upon salt, which would bear hard on 
th labouring and poorer classes, a letter was 
directed to be sent to Mr Brodie, Member of 
Parliament, requesting him to use his endeav-
ous to have the duty mitigated." 

Alexander Brodie occupied Thunderton 
House, Elgin, during the time he was Member 
for the Burghs and here he lived in great 
style, keeping a large establishment and 
horses and hounds. The house was sold in 
1800 when it was much altered. 

Brodie married, 16th August 1793, Elizabeth 
Margaret, daughter of the Hon. James Wemyss 
of Wemyss Castle, and by her had one daugh-
ter Elizabeth, born a t Thunderton House in 
1794, who was married 11th December 1813 to 
George, fifth and last Duke of Gordon. 

Alexander Brodie died 15th January 1812. 
Lieut.-Colonel Francis William Crant—1802-1806. 

He was born on 6th March 1778, being the 
fourth son of Sir James Grant and Jane Duff, 
but owing to the decease of his two brothers 
(Alexander and James Thomas) he became the 
next in succession to his eldest brother, Lewis 
Alexander. 

At the early age of fifteen he entered the 
army, receiving his first Commission as Lieu-
tenant in the Strathspey Fencibles, the regi-
ment raised by his father for service in Scot-
land only. 

In February 1794 Grant was appointed 
Captain in the 97th or .Strathspey regiment. 
In 1799 he received a commission as lieutenant-
colonel in a regiment of Fencibles ordered to 
Gibraltar in 1801, when he wrote to his mother 
tha t they had volunteered for Egypt. Their 
services, however, were not required, as in 
September 1801, peace was concluded and the 
regiment was ordered home. 

His career in the army over, Francis Grant 
adopted that of a Member of Parliament, being 
first elected by the Elgin Burghs in 1802. He 
thus began a life in the House of Commons 
Which was to last for thirty-eight years. 
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In the succeeding Parliament of 1806 he was 
elected for the Inverness Burghs, and in the 
following year for Morayshire, which he con-
tinued to represent till 1832, and, subsequent 
to the Reform Bill, sat for the united counties 
of Elgin and Nairn, till his succession as Earl 
of Seafield in 1840. 

From 1811, when his brother succeeded as 
fifth Earl of Seafield, till the letter 's death in 
1840, Francis Grant held the position of curator 
to his brother and for twenty-nine years he 
administered the family estates. Perhaps his 
name should best be remembered as the 
founder of the modern town of Cullen. In 1813 
the town occupied a position more inland, 
within the present policies of Cullen House and 
close to the church, and though it was an 
ancient royal burgh, it was a miserable place. 
I t consisted of one street only of poor houses, 
most of which were thatched. Under the direc-
tion of Colonel Grant, the old town was gradu-
ally removed, and on the present site, close to 
the sea, was laid out the new town of Cullen. 
The first house was built in 1820. Some traces 
of the old town may still be made out in the 
Cullen House policies, the Bite of the old town 
Tolbooth being close to the Church. Colonel 
Grant lived almost exclusively a t Cullen House 
during the time of the building of the now 
town, and was thus able to give his close per-
sonal supervision to the work. 

In 1841 he was chosen one of the sixteen re-
presentative peers of Scotland, a position which 
he occupied till his death. He thus had an 
almost continuous Parliamentary experience in 
the two Houses of half a century (thirty-eight 
in the House of Commons and twelve in the 
House of Lords). 

He died at Cullen House on 30th July 1853, 
and his remains were carried to Castle Grant 
to be buried in the mausoleum a t Duthil. "The 
funeral left Cullen a t ten o'clock in the morn-
ing of 2nd August and arrived a t Castle Grant 
the same evening at seven. The hearse was ac-
companied for some distance by the Magis-
trates and Town Council of Cullen, members of 
the neighbouring Presbytery, and many of the 
tenantry and others, numbering six hundred. 
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At each place of importance on the way, 
Cullen, Fochabers, Elgin and Forres, the pro-
cession was met and accompanied some dis 
tance by the principal inhabitants, while the 
bells were tolled, the shops closed and every 
token of mourning and respect for the de-
-ceased was shown by all classes." 

Lord Seafield married twice:—(1) On 10th May 
1811, Mary Anne, only daughter of John 
Charles Dunn of Higham House, Sussex, by 
whom he had six sons and one daughter. She 
died in 1840 before her husband succeeded. 
Amongst the sous were John Charles, born 1815, 
and James, born 1817, who became respectively 
the seventh and ninth Earls of Seafield. He 
married (2) on 17th April 1843, Louisa Emma, 
second daughter of Robert Maunsell of Lim-
erick. By her he had no issue. She survived 
until 1834, and resided a t Grant Lodge, Elgin, 
until her death. 

George Skene of Skene—1806-1807. . 
He was the son of George Skene of Skene, 

who had married his cousin Mary Forbes of 
Alford. She was deaf and dumb, which afflic-
tion descended in the family. 

George Skene, younger, was educated for the 
Scottish Bar and passed advocate but never 
practised. He afterwards entered the army 
and served for some years in General Gordon's 
(of Fyvie) regiment of Infant ry as Captain. He 
was afterwards elected Member of Parliament 
for the county of Aberdeen in 1786, but was 
defeated in 1790 by James Ferguson of Pitfour. 
He was an ardent admirer of Fox and a firm 
adherent of Whig politics to the end of hiB 
life. Had it not been for the violence of his 
political opinions and the dissipated life which 
he led, he, being a man of talents, might have 
made a still greater figure in the county. But 
in spite of these disadvantages, his skill in the 
county affairs and remarkably agreeable man-
ners, gave during the whole of his life great 
weight to his opinions. He never married: and 
having lived to see every member of his family 
of the name of Skene disappear, save one un-
fortunate, he executed, towards the end of 
his life, a deed of entail of his whole property 
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upon the line of heirs contained in the entai l 
of Careston. 

His cousin, James Skene of Rubislaw, fr iend 
of Sir Walter Scott, used to visit annually a t 
Skene. On one occasion, the diners sat t i l l a 
late hour and James seeing tha t the Laird of 
Skene had drunk himself into such a state t h a t 
he would not notice the difference, quietly 
slipped out of the room and left his Swiss 
servant in his place. At 6 a.m. next day the 
Laird was walking round the Court with the 
Swiss, still clamouring for another bottle, 
while the servant vainly advised him to go to 
bed! 

George Skene died a t Skene, 28th April 1825, 
and was succeeded by his brother Alexander, 
known in Aberdeen as "Dumby Skene" being 
cursed with the affliction brought into the 
family by his mother. He died in 1827, and 
with him ended the line of Skene of Skene. 

Archibald Colquhoun, Lord Advocate— 
1807 to 1810. 

Only eon of John Coates Campbell of Cla-
thick, Perthshire, and his wife Agnes Colqu-
houn, heiress of Killermont. 

Archibald Colquhoun—or Campbell as he then 
was—became a member of the Scottish Bar in 
1768. At the end of April 1807 Archibald Camp-
bell of Clathdck, who soon af terwards took the 
name of Colquhoun, on succeeding to the estate 
of Killermont, became Lord Advocate and kept 
tha t office till the summer of 1816, when he was 
appointed Lord Clerk Register. He was mem-
ber for the Elgin Burghs from May 1807 unt i l 
he accepted the Chiltern Hundreds in Ju ly 1810. 
Almost immediately afterwards he was elected 
for Dumbartonshire and sat for t h a t constitu-
ency until 1820. 

He married, in 1796, Mary Anne, daughter of 
the Rev. William Erskine, Episcopalian clergy-
man at Muthil, Perthshire, and a sister of Wil-
liam Erskine, Lord Kinneddar. By her he had 
two eons and two daughters. Mrs Colquhoun, 
who died in 1833, had been from childhood the 
friend and companion of Caroline Oliphant 
(Lady Nairne). I t was on the death of the Col-
quhouns' infant daughter that Lady Nairne, 
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then Miss Oliphant, wrote "The Land of the 
Leal." 

Archibald Colquhoun died 8th December 1820. 
The Right Hon. William Dundas-1810 to 1812. 
The third son of the Rt. Hon. Robert Dundas 

of Arniston, William Dundas was born in 
1762. He was called to the Bar (Lincoln's Inn) 
in 1788 and was Member of Parliament for 
Anstruther Easter from 1794 to 1796. He sat 
for the Wick Burghs from 1796 to 1802, and for 
Sutherlandshire from 1802 to 1808, when he 
retired. He was elected for the Elgin Burghs 
in 1810 and again retired in 1812. Edinburgh 
returned him to Parliament once more, and he 
continued to sit for that city until 1831. 
He was a commissioner for India from 1797 
to 1803, a Privy Councillor in 1800, and Sec-
retary-at-War from 1804 to 1806, Lord of the 
Admiralty from 1812 to 1814, and Lord Clerk 
Register from 1821 till his death. He married 
in June 1813, Mary, daughter of Colonel the 
Hon. James Archibald Stuart-Wortley-Macken-
zie (father of the first Earl of Wharncliffe). 
William Dundas died without issue on 14th No-
vember 1845. 

He used to tell a story that at one of his 
election dinners in Edinburgh a voice from 
beneath the table was heard, "I dinna like 
thae Dundases, they dinna pay weel." "Brute." 
replied the Member, "drunk with my claret, 
and yet abusing my family." 

Archibald Campbell of Blythswood-
1812 for Six Months. 

He had previously represented the Glasgow 
Burghs from 1806 until he occupied the 
Chiltern Hundreds in 1809. In April 1812 he 
was elected for the Elgin Burghs, tor which he 
only sat about six months. He was member 
for the Perth Burghs from 1818 to 1820. and in 
tha t year he was returned for his first con-
stituency, the Glasgow Burghs, which he re-
tained until 1831. 

He was the son of James Campbell, formerly 
James Douglas of Mains. Archibald Campbell 
was the proprietor of Blythswood. Renfrew-
shire, to which he succeeded on the death of 
his elder brother, Colonel John Campbell, who 
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fell at Martinique in 1794. Archibald entered 
the army, and became a Major in the 1st 
Royals. He died, unmarried, on 13th June 
1838. 

Patrick Milne of Crimonmogate—1812 to 1818. 
Alexander Milne, Merchant and Manufacturer 

in Aberdeen, bought Crimonmogate before 1786. 
He married Margaret, youngest daughter of 
Patrick (afterwards Sir Patrick) Bannerman. 
who was Provost of Aberdeen in 1715, and died 
in 1789. Patrick Milne, born in 1755, suc-
ceeded his father. He possessed much in-
fluence and business ability. He sat for the 
Elgin Burghs from 1812 to 1818. He died at 
Aberdeen on 16th May 1820, and left his estate 
of Crimonmogate to his relative, Charles, 
afterwards Sir Charles, Bannerman, eighth 
Baronet, who married his cousin Anne, daugh-
ter of Charles Bannerman, advocate, younger 
brother of the sixth Baronet. 
Robert Grant, Barrister-at-Law.—1818 to 1820. 

Born in 1781, Robert Grant was the stcond 
son of Charles Grant of Waternish and his 
wife Jane, daughter of Thomas Fraser of the 
Balnain family. Robert and his elder brother 
Charles (afterwards Lord Glenelg) were edu-
cated a t Magdalene College, Cambridge, of 
which both became Fellows. In 1807 Robert 
was called to the Bar (Lincoln's Inn) and for 
some years devoted himself exclusively to his 
profession and published one or two pamph-
lets, particularly "a sketch of the history of 
the East India Company from its foundation 
to the passing of the Regulation Act of 1773." 
In 1818 he was elected for the Elgin Burghs 
and kept the seat for two years, then in 1826 
he became member for the Inverness Burghs 
and sat for that constituency until 1830 when 
he transferred his political activities to Eng-
land, being elected in that year for the town 
of Norwich. In 1832 he was returned for the 
new Burgh of Finsbury by a very large major-
ity. In 1831 he was made Privy Councillor and 
the following year he became Judge Advocate 
General. He was appointed Governor of Bom-
bay in 1838. being at the same time made a 
Knight of Hanover. He married Margaret, 
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daughter of Sir David Davidson of Cantray, 
Nairnshire, and had issue. 

He died at Dapoorie, India, 9th July 1838. 
Archibald Farquharson of Finzean.— 

1820 to 1826. 
He was known as "the wild laird of Fin-

zean." He was the son of another Archibald 
who died in 1796, when his son was quite a 
child, and during- the lifetime of his father. 
Francis of Finzean, so the young Archibald 
was served heir to his grandfather. 

Archibald has been described by the late Dr 
Robert Farquharson of Finzean as "a 
rackety kind of person, who, succeeding to a 
clear estate and a good lump sum of ready 
money, lived fast with fast people, went bank-
rupt and died practically of drink." The 
same authority says, "Archie didn't live at 
Finzean for he had a castle at Blackball, 
where there was a racecourse and means of 
encouraging the sporting instinct which event-
ually brought him to grief." He had 
a great reputation as a game shot and a 
curious habit of cocking his muzzle-loader, 
then taking a pinch of snuff before the covey 
rose, out of which he seldom failed to get a 
brace. He also owned a good dog which bore 
the curious name of "Reform." 

Archibald Farquharson was returned for the 
Elgin Burghs in 1820, and kept the seat until 
the election of 1826, which was the cause of the 
well-known "Raid of Elgin." Finzean was sup-
ported by Lord Seafield and the Grant inter-
est, whilst his opponent was General Alex-
ander Duff, younger brother of James, fourth 
Earl of Fife. The latter exerted himself most 
heartily on behalf of the General by making 
speeches, presenting dresses to the ladies, 
giving shawls, bonnets and rings to the wives 
and daughters of the shopkeepers and by 
scattering money in all directions. At this 
date the burghs of Banff and Inverurie were 
in the Fife interest, Cullen and Kintore in 
that of the Earls of Seafield and Kintore. 
Lord Seafield and his three sisters, Anne, Mar-
garet and Penuel, were then living at Grant 
Lodge, Elgin (now the Public Library, in the 
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Cooper Park). The ladies, especially Lady 
Anne, were keen politicians and the interest 
they took in the contest was strongly resented 
by the Elgin people: they could hardly appear 
in the streets without being mobbed. Feeling 
ran high. The Grants tried unsuccessfully to 
kidnap two of General Duff's prominent sup-
porters; the Duffs retaliated by seizing Coun-
cillor Robert Dick and transporting him 
across the Moray Firth to Sutherland. The 
position became so serious tha t the ladies a t 
Grant Lodge were alarmed and a messenger 
was sent to Strathspey to summon the clans-
men. He reached Cromdale on a Sunday, just 
as the congregation was leaving the church, 
and about 300 immediately started for Elgin, 
others being told to follow. In all some 700 
men reached Grant Lodge early on Monday 
and encamped in the grounds for the pro-
tection of the Chief's sisters. A Duff adherent, 
seeing the Grants arrive at Aberlour early in 
the morning, had outstripped them and 
hastened to warn Lord Fife and the people of 
Elgin, who were therefore ready armed, with 
any obsolete weapons available when the in-
vaders arrived. Later in the day, more Fife 
tenants and their servants, and other ad-
herents from the fishing villages poured into 
the town, which was literally in possession ot 
rival armies, and a serious breach of peace 
was imminent. The Sheriff of the County, Sir 
George Abercromby, having slipped into 
Grant Lodge by a back way, made a personal 
appeal to Lady Anne to dismiss her body-
guard and promised that special constables 
should be enrolled. His entreaties were suc-
cessful and the Highlanders were instructed 
to march away by a different route from t h a t 
by which they had arrived. The townspeople, 
however, could not be persuaded tha t they 
were not still lurking in the neighbourhood, 
ready to return under cover of darkness, and 
a general illumination was ordered, many ot 
the Grant party lighting their windows to 
save them from being broken. After the 
election, which resulted in the return of 
Archibald Farquharson, the absent councillors 
were returned in safety to their homes. 

Archibald Farquharson married Frances 
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Russell, and died on 14th May 1841 when f in-
zean went to his uncle, John Farquharson. 

General the Hon. Sir Alexander Duff, G.C.H.— 
1826 to 1831. 

He was the second son of Alexander, third. 
Ear l of Fife, and his wife Mary Skene, born 
in 1777 and, when only five or six years old, 
was sent with his elder brother, James, to 
Duff House to the care of his uncle, the second 
Lord Fife. When the brothers were a little 
older they were sent to the well-known school 
kept by Dr Chapman a t Inchdrewer. 

Alexander Duff entered the Army as Ensign 
in the 56th Regiment of Foot in 1793 and joined 
his regiment a t Gibraltar. He was trans-
ferred in 1795, as Captain, to the 88th Regiment 
and in the March following appears as Major 
in the same Regiment (being then only 18!). 
After serving in Flanders until the end of 1795, 
in April 1798 he was promoted Lieut-Colonel ot 
the 88th and went to the East Indies, where 
he remained until his Regiment was ordered 
to Egypt in 1801. His Regiment formed part 
of the expedition for the reduction of La 
Plata, Montevideo, and other places in South 
America in 1806 and he commanded the centre 
column in the attack on Buenos Ayres in 1807. 
Here he had the misfortune to be obliged to 
surrender, with his detachment. 

Alexander Duff was promoted Colonel in 1807 
and in 1810 went on half pay. He became 
Major General in 1811, Lieut.-General in 1821 
and in 1828 he appears in the Army List as 
the Honourable, his brother having in 1827 
been made a peer of the United Kingdom. 
Alexander Duff was knighted in 1834 and be-
came a General in 1839. 

He married in 1812, Anne, youngest daughter 
of James Stein of Kilbagie, and had three 
sons and two daughters—one son, James, suc-
ceeded as the fifth Earl of Fife and another, 
George Skene Duff, became Member for the 
Elgin Burghs. 

Sir Alexander lived for many years at 
Delgaty Castle. He died 21st March 1851 a t 
Pursers Cross, Walham Green. His body was 
conveyed by H.M.S. "Lightning" to Banff, 
where it was placed in the family Mausoleum 
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at Duff House. His wife died 8 years la ter 
and was also buried in the Mausoleum. 
Sir William Gordon-Cumming, Bart., of Altyre. 

—1831 to 1832. 
Elected for the Elgin Burghs in May, 1831, 

which was the last election previous to the 
passing of the Reform Bill, Sir William Gor-
don-Cumming only held the seat till 1832. By 
a curious coincidence, Elgin was the presiding 
burgh a t the first election a f te r the Union 
with England in 1707 and It was the presiding 
burgh a t the last election under the system 
then instituted. Immediately a f t e r the elec-
tion, Sir William Gordon-Cumming enter-
tained many of the inhabi tants of Elgin, as 
well as representatives from other burghs, 
to a dinner in the Assembly Eooms. 

He was the second son of Sir Alexander Pen-
rose Cumming, 1st Baronet of Altyre and h i s 
wife Helen, daughter of Sir Ludovick Grant 
of Grant. Sir William was born 20th Ju ly 1787. 
He married twice: 

(1) On 11th September 1815, Eliza Maria, 
eldest daughter of John Campbell, 
younger of Shawfield and Islay, and by 
her had six sons and five daughters . She 
died 1843. 

(2) On 19th December 1846, Jane Eliza, second 
daughter of William Mackintosh of 
Geddes, Nairnshire, and had by her (who 
died 1897) one son and two daughters. 

Sir William died 25th November 1854 and was 
succeeded by his eldest son, Alexander, as 
third Baronet. 

In "Memoirs of a Highland Lady" there is 
an amusing reference to Sir William, as a 
guest in the house where the authoress was 
staying. "Amongst others, Sir William Gor-
don-Cumming newly come to his t i t le and jus t 
of age. He is the queerest creature, ugly, yet 
one liked his looks, ta l l and well-made, and 
awkward more from oddity than ungraceful-
ness, extraordinary in his conversation be-
tween cleverness and a kind of want of it. 
Everybody liked Sir Willie Some woman 
telling Sir William Cumming. who was seated 
next her at breakfast , tha t she never took 
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more than 10 minutes to dress in the morning, 
he instantly got up, plate and cup in hand, 
and moved off to the other side of the table." 
Lieut. Colonel Sir Andrew Leith Hay of 
Rannes.—1832 to 1838 and again from 1841 to 1847. 

The first member for the Elgin Burghs, after 
the passing of the Reform Bill (Peterhead 
having been added to the district), was 
Andrew Leith-Hay, younger of Eannes. He 
was born in 1785, being the son of General 
Alexander Leith-Hay and his wife, Mary, 
daughter of Charles Forbes of Ballogie. 
Though General Leith-Hay described himself 
as of Rannes and Leith Hall, the latter only 
belonged to him, the estate of Rannes having 
been sold before the death of Andrew Hay in 
1789 to Lord Findlater. 

In 1803 Andrew Leith-Hay entered the army 
and in 1808 he was aide-de-camp to his uncle. 
Lieut.-General Sir James Leith, and served 
throughout the war till 1814, being present at 
Corunna and the storming of San Sebastian. 
He was also employed as Intelligence Officer 
and on more than one occasion was made 
prisoner whilst reconnoitring the enemy's 
positions, but he invariably refused to give 
his parole and eventually made his escape. 
At the close of the war. Sir James Leith being 
appointed Governor of Jamaica, his nephew 
accompanied him as Military Secretary. In 
1830 Andrew Leith-Hay returned home and re-
tired from the army as a Lieut.-Colonel. 

In 1832 he was first elected for the Elgin 
Burghs, defeating Mr Holt Mackenzie by 125 
votes. On being appointed Clerk of the 
Ordnance in 1834, he vacated his seat but was 
re-elected, defeating Brodie of Brodie by a 
major i ty of 120. In 1834 Andrew Leith-Hay was 
made a Knight of Hanover and on being ap-
pointed Governor of Bermuda in 1838, he re-
signed his seat for the Elgin Burghs. He 
returned from Bermuda in 1841 and was in the 
same year re-elected for his old seat (the 
Elgin Burghs) and retained it till 1847 when he 
was defeated by the Hon. George Skene Duff. 

Besides writing "History of the Peninsular 
War," Andrew Leith-Hay was author of the 
"Castellated Architecture of Aberdeenshire " 
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He married, in 1816, Mary Margaret, daugh-
ter of William Clark, of Buckland House, 
Devon, by whom he had five sons and one 
daughter—his successor in Leith-Hall being 
Colonel Alexander Sebastian Leith-Hay, C.B. 

Sir Andrew Leith-Hay died a t Leith-Hall on 
13th October 1862. 
The Hon, Fox Maule (Lord Panmure and 

Dalhousie).—1838 to 1841. 
During the time when Sir Andrew Leith-Hay 

was abroad as Governor of Bermuda, the 
Elgin Burghs were represented by the Hon. 
Fox Maule, who was returned without opposi-
tion in 1841. He was the eldest son of William, 
Baron Panmure, and was born in 1801. He 
entered the army and became a Captain in 
the 79th Highlanders, but soon a f te r gave up 
his military career for a political one. He 
was elected member for Perthshire in 1835 and 
sat for that county till 1837. He was returned 
for the Elgin Burgs in 1838 which seat he 
kept till 1841 when the former member, Sir 
Andrew Leith-Hay. was re-elected for it. Fox 
Maule was Under Secretary for the Home De-
partment from 1835 to 1841, "Vice-President ot 
the Board of Trade 1841, Secretary-at War 
from 1846 to 1852 and again from 1855 to 1858, 
President of the India Board in 1852. until he 
succeeded his father, as the second Lord Pan-
mure, 13th April 1852. He succeeded his cousin. 
James, 10th Earl of Dalhousie, as the eleventh 
Earl of that line in 1860 and assumed the name 
of Ramsay af ter that of Maule in 1861. 

He married in 1831 Hon. Montagu, eldest 
daughter of George, second Lord Abercromby, 
and died without issue in 1874, when the 
barony of Panmure became extinct, and was 
succeeded in his other titles by his cousin. 
George, twelfth Earl of Dalhousie. 

The Hon. George Skene Duff—1847 to 1857. 
He was born in 1816, being the second son 

of General the Hon. Sir Alexander Duff and 
his wife Anne, daughter of James Stein of 
Kilbagie. He was educated in Edinburgh and 
in November 1836 became a Cornet in the 
Royal Regiment of Horse Guards, but does 
not appear to have been a very enthusiastic 
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soldier, as he retired from the army in the 
following year and took to diplomacy, for 
which he was more suited, being an excellent 
French and German scholar. He was for some 
time attached to the Embassies a t Paris and 
Vienna and became a personal friend of 
Heinrich Heine and Count Andrassy. 

In 1847 he entered Parliament as member 
for the Elgin Burghs, resigning his seat in 
1857, in failing health, though he lived for 
32 years longer. 

In the same year his brother (James, fifth 
Earl of Fife) being raised to the rank of 
Baron Skene of the United Kingdom, George 
Duff was granted the rank of an Earl's son. 
He was appointed Lord Lieutenant of Moray-
shire in 1856, which office he resigned in 1871. 
He was also a J .P. for the shires of Aberdeen, 
Banff and Kincardine. George Duff was best 
known as a sportsman: he was a crack game 
shot and a keen fisherman, but excelled as a 
deerstalker. On one occasion in August 1880, 
when he was sixty-four years old, he brought 
down in the Mar Forest no less than 8 stags, 
3 of them royals. 

George Duff lived chiefly a t Bournemouth, 
but he came every year to Montcoffer to fish, 
and as long as he was able he made an 
annual visit to Braemar for stalking. He, like 
his brother the Earl, was a generous and 
warm-hearted man and was much regretted 
when he died a t Bournemouth, unmarried, in 
March 1889. 

The Rt. Hon. Sir Mountstuart Elphinstone 
Grant-Duff—1857 to 1881. 

Born in 1829, Mountstuart was the eldest son 
of James Cuninghame Grant Duff of Eden and 
his wife Jane Catherine, only child of Sir 

Whitelaw Ainslie. Educated a t Edinburgh 
Academy and Balliol College, Oxford, Mount-
s tuar t was called to the Bar (Inner Temple) 
in 1854. He was first elected for the Elgin 
Burghs in 1857 and sat for this constituency 
for 24 years, being Under Secretary of State 
for India from 1868 to 1874, in Mr Gladstone's 
Government, and Under Secretary of State for 
the Colonies from 1880 to 1881. He was also 
Lord Rector of Aberdeen University from 1866 
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to 1872 and was made a Privy Councillor in 
1880. In 1881 he resigned his seat for the Elgin 
Burghs on his appointment as Governor of 
Madras, which he ably administered for five 
years. Towards the end of his tenure of office, 

he received the Grand Cross of the Star of 
India. On his return from India he occupied 
himself with literary and scientific pursuits. 
For some years he lived in London and a t 
York House, Twickenham, which he bought. 
He parted with the family estate of Eden in 
1875. He was a Fellow of the Royal Society. 
President of the Royal Geographical Societv 
from 1889 to 1893 and of the Royal Historica 
Society from 1892 to 1900. 

He married 13th April 1859, Anna Jul ia , only 
child of Edward Webster, North Lodge, Ealing, 
and had five sons and five daughters. 

Sir Mountstuart died in London 12th Janu-
ary 1906 and is buried in Elgin Cathedral. 

Alexander Asher, Q.C.—1881 to 1905. 
He was the second son of the Rev. William 

Asher, D.D., Minister of Inveraven, Banffshire, 
and was born 27th January 1835. Educated a t 
the Elgin Academy and af terwards a t the 
University of Aberdeen, he started his busi-
ness career in a small way in Elgin, but la ter 
went south and joined the Bar in Edinburgh, 
becoming an advocate in 1851. He unsuccess-
fully contested Glasgow and Aberdeen Univer-
sities in 1880, but on Sir Mountstuart Grant-
Duff being appointed Governor of Madras in 
1881, Alexander Asher was returned for the 
Elgin Burghs in tha t year and retained the 
seat until his death. He was Solicitor-General 
for Scotland in 1881, 1886 and again in 1892. 
For the last ten years of his life he held the 
post of Dean of Faculty. 

He married, in 1870, Caroline Jul ia , eldest 
daughter of the Rev. Charles Gregan Cran-
ford, rector of Old Swinford, Worcestershire, 
and grand-daughter of Major-General Cran-
ford who commanded the Light Brigade in the 
Peninsula. 

Alexander Asher died 5th August 1905. 
There is an interesting account of him in 

the "Scottish Law Review" for September 1905, 
in which it says t h a t a t the age of 60 "he 
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essayed to master the game of golf and ac-
quired a not absolutely contemptible skill in 
it without compromising his habitual dignity 
and propriety of language." 

John Ebenezer Sutherland—1905 to 1918. 
The last Member for the Elgin Burghs, be-

fore they were abolished in 1918, was John 
Ebenezer Sutherland. He was elected in Sep-
tember 1905 in place of Alexander Asber, and 
retained the seat until his death, a period ot 
thirteen years. 

He was born at Lossiemouth in 1854. He was 
educated a t Aberdeen University and later 
joined his elder brother Peter in the establish-
ment of the well-known firm, P. & J. Suther-
land, fishcurers, Portsoy, with branches in 
many different places. 

He busied himself with the local public 
affairs of Portsoy and was extremely active 
and business-like in any matters which he 
undertook. He was Chairman of the Scottish 
Temperance Association, also a Director of 
the North British Railway. He was returned 
unopposed in his last election for the Elgin 
Burghs and, since they were to disappear as a 
political entity under the Reform Act, he had 
been chosen as Liberal candidate for Banff-
shire a t the next ensuing election. But he 
died, unmarried, a t his residence Durn House, 
Portsoy, in 1918, much regretted, and was 
buried a t Portsoy. 

Personally, John Sutherland was a man of 
great charm whose chief hobby was his 
library, and he was an enthusiastic collector 
of books. 

That completes the roll of thirty members 
for the Elgin Burghs during the two hundred 
and ten years of the existence of this con-
stituency. 

The paper was followed by some interesting 
discussion. 

Some Local Memories. 
Mr Wm. Barclay said he was sure they were 

all deeply indebted to Mr Tayler for the very 
admirable and interesting paper that he had 
provided for them. I t was fitted to recall some 
local memories in the sphere of politics, and 
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that afternoon he had bethought him of what 
occurred there in 1880 and 1881, when there 
were experiences of a somewhat unusual sort. 

At the general election in 1880 'Mr Grant Duff, 
as he then was, was opposed by Mr J. M. 
Maclean, who had seen a great deal of public 
work in India. He was a man of exceptional 
gifts and his speeches may still be read with 
enjoyment. On one occasion he spoke of his 
residence of many years in India and he added 
that that was a portion of her Majesty's Do-
minions which was still unvexed by the str ife 
of parties, certainly a description t h a t does 
not apply to it to-day. 

Then in July 1881 Mr Grant Duff was ap-
pointed Governor of Madras, and a by-election 
followed in this constituency. Three Liberal 
candidates appeared in the field. One was 
Mr Ainslie Douglas Ainslie, proprietor of Del-
gaty, and at tha t time also proprietor of 
Blervie, in Morayshire, a brother of the former 
member. He had twice retired in East Aber-
deenshire to prevent a division in the Liberal 
interest, and the fact tha t he had made such 
sacrifices was thought to constitute a claim on 
the support of the Liberal party. He was a 
gentleman of fine presence. He had a magni-
ficently shaped head and many of us who knew 
him down to extreme old age will recall not 
only his fine physical features but, as well, his 
ripe scholarship and the powers of elocution 
and appeal tha t he retained almost to the end. 

Another of the Liberal candidates was Mr 
Craig Sellar, who also had a connection with 
the district as the son of Pat r ick Sellar of 

Westfield, Elgin. He was a member of the 
Scottish Bar and he was Private Secretary to 
Lord-Advocate Young when the la t ter was pro-
moting the Education Act of 1872. He had had 
otherwise very considerable political experi-
ence. 

The third Liberal candidate was Alexander 
Asher, also a member of the Scottish Bar and 
certainly a distinguished member of it. He 
also had local claims as the son of a parish 
minister of Banffshire and as having spent 
some of his early days both in education and 
in business in Elgin. When in later years the 
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Home Rule split occurred in the ranks of the 
Liberal party, Mr Asher remained with. Mr 
Gladstone, who for long was divorced from _ 
office and power so that his followers suffered 
with him, and I have seen it stated more than 
once, with what t ruth I know not, that Mr 
Asher became a bitterly disappointed man see-
ing, as he did, younger and probably less able 
men than he who had espoused the other side, 
reach the highest legal positions in the country 
while he remained over many years a private 
member. 

Against the three Liberal candidates there 
again appeared Mr Maclean, who once more 
offered to stand in the Conservative interest. 
Then there came a novel experience in election-
eering matters in this part of the country. 
The three Liberal candidates resolved to abide 
by a test ballot. They agreed not to canvass, 
they were to see the electors but to abstain 
from asking their votes, the Liberal agents 
acted indiscriminately for all three and the 
newspapers refrained from advocating the 
claims of anyone of the three. Their Conser-
vative opponent, addressing a meeting a t Peter-
head, spoke of what he called "this prelimin-
a ry canter." He looked on with great interest, 
he said, a t this competitive examination. The 
three gentlemen were engaged in what Captain 
Marryat once described as a tr iangular duel 
and he himself looked on the contest with 
much the same feelings as Iago did when he 
had stirred up a quarrel between Roderigo 
and Cassio. "Whether," he said, "Cassio kills 
Roderigo or Roderigo kills Cassio, or each kills 
the other, either way makes my gain." 

In the event Mr Asher was elected Liberal 
candidate by the majori ty of 144 votes over the 
seven burghs and a few days later he was re-
turned without a contest, Mr Maclean retiring 
with the announcement that though his cause 
had gained ground since the previous election 
when he appeared among them like a preacher 
of political heresy, in a constituency bred so 
long in an entire belief in the political gospel 
according to Mr Grant Duff, he did not feel 
justified in encountering another defeat. He 
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felt, however, that his views were beginning to 
receive a considerable amount of support. 

A month later Mr Grant Duff was presented 
with the freedom of the Burgh of Banff and on 
the evening of the same day he gave a t Banff 
his farewell address to the constituency tha t 
he had represented for so many years. The 
honour of the freedom was conferred by Pro-
vost Coutts, and Mr Grant Duff in his reply re-
marked that "To you, Mr Provost, I have more 
especially to render my thanks for the kind 
words which you have epoken both in regard 
to myself and my wife and family. They are 
more than kind as coming from one who has 
always been a most staunch and most honour-
able political opponent." 

That evening I, for the first time, attended 
a political meeting and then for the only time 
heard Mr Grant Duff. Some of its features I 
still recall. Whether the meeting was held in 
the Council Chamber or in the old Town and 
County Hall above it, I cannot say, but there 
was a crowded attendance, and Bailie James 
Williamson, not yet elected to the Provostship, 
was in the chair. Mr Grant Duff read his 
speech from proofs that had been set up in the 
"Banffshire Journal" Office. Due to a com-
bination of circumstances, small type, bad 
light and the deficient eyesight of the speaker, 
there were a number of candles on and around 
his reading desk, and on several occasions, but 
for a good providence, the whole of the proofs 
would have been in a blaze, and the 
meeting would have come to an a b r u p t 
termination, but the Chairman gently 
piloted the long slips away f rom the 
flames, an attention t h a t the speaker, not 
realising its meaning, seemed to receive with 
some impatience and irri tation. Mr Grant 
Duff's speeches to his constituents won a wide 
reputation. Proofs of them were always sent 
beforehand to the "Times" and other of the 
chief newspapers, which printed long extracts 
from them. So multifarious were the topics 
that he discussed in them tha t he came to be 
described as the "member for the universe," 
and on the occasion of this Banff meeting the 
subjects he touched on included these—The 
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House of Lords, the House of Commons, the 
Army, the Navy, the Land Laws, Education, 
the Eastern Question, which then had its 
centre in Turkey and the Balkans, France, 
Germany, Russia, Austria, Greece, Italy, Spain, 
Portugal , the United States, Reciprocity, the 
Colonies, South Africa, Cyprus and India, 
surely a fa i r programme to tackle in the course 
of a single speech. I have in memory still his 
fine peroration, and I may be allowed to quote 
his words— 

"The question a t what part icular point of 
the seven burghs I was to deliver this address 
had to be decided by others, but I am glad 
tha t this place was fixed upon, this place 
where I may say tha t I began my political 
education by seeing the procession in honour 
of the first Reform Bill as a child of three 
years old; this place whose name those who 
know the minstrelsy of Scotland connect 
specially with the word Farewell, this place 
where, for f a r and near, there is no ruin 
and no stream which does not say more to me 
than it does to a stranger, this place which 
is hard by Carline Craig and the Den of 
Eden, this place where al l along the rugged 
coast from Findlater to Troup Head on 
which 
Breaks the long wave tha t at the Pole began, 
there is not a rock which I have not ex-
amined with the hammer, this place where 
in the great woods which spread behind 
us there is not a slope or a dingle which 
is not haunted ground to me, and where, 
on a day memorable for a botanist, I found 
as I believe in a new station, the Linnaea 
Borealis ' that little northern plant, long over-
looked, humble, flowering early,' which the 
great Swedish naturalist, surely one of the 

most interesting and sympathetic of the sons 
of men, chose to commemorate his own name, 
and whose presence gives, to my thinking, a 
romantic interest to every spot of British 
soil on which it grows. 

And now, my friends, farewell— 
A word that must be and hath been, 
A sound which makes us linger. 

I would I had the eloquence of him whose 
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farewell to the Church of Constantinople has 
rung through fourteen centuries to say it as 
I ought." 
My last association with Mr Grant Duff, if I 

may call it so, was on a J a n u a r y day jus t a 
quarter of a century ago, when I at tended his 
funeral in the burying ground of Elgin Cath-
edral. My old master, owing to the infirmities 
of his years, was unable to go to the last scene 
in which his almost lifelong friend was to t ake 
part and he asked me to go over and represent 
him. Since that day the whole outlook on 
public life has changed. He was one of t he las t 
of the old-time politicians who had the mind of 
the statesman and the cultivation and inst incts 
of the scholar. He was educated and bad edu-
cated himself in a really serious way for his 
work. His Diaries will ever be a rich mine in 
which to quarry. Only the other day his daugh-
ter wrote of him that , "A typical Scotsman, he 
stands out in his generation as a man who with 
nothing but an old name, no money, n o in-
fluential connections, with bad hea l th and 
wretched eyesight, yet managed to collect 
round him all the most notable men a n d women 
of his day, who held high offices of Sta te wi th 
dignity, and who attained himself to a degree 
of culture and personal distinction t h a t made 
his friendship a rare and precious th ing ." 

Certainly we here cannot but feel t h a t he was 
of a type whose personality is associated with 
lofty memories, high ideals, and worthy 
achievements. (Cheers.) 

Mr Tayler was given the warm thanks of t he 
meeting for his admirable paper , a n d t h e 
Sheriff was thanked as well for his good ser-
vices in reading it. 
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