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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17, 1931. 

The 51st annual meeting of the Club was held 
a t Banff this evening. Ex-Provost Gordon was 
called to the chair, in the absence of the pre-
sident, Sheriff More. 

Reports. 
There was presented the annual Report by 

the joint secretaries. I t was in the following 
terms:— 

In presenting the fifty-first Annual Report 
of the Banffshire Field Club, I have pleasure 
in recording the fact that the interest during 
the year has been well sustained, tha t the 
meetings have been largely attended and that 
our finances, as you will hear from the 
Treasurer's Report, are in a healthy condition. 
Our membership is maintained a t a very 
satisfactory level and the withdrawals, necessi-
tated by removal or other causes, are more 
than balanced by fresh nominations. 

At the concluding meeting of 1930, Dr W. S. 
Bruce, the senior minister of Banff Parish, 
read a paper on "Birds—their habits and 
habitats ." Dr Bruce was an original member 
of the Club, having joined in 1880, and during 
the whole of its existence he has taken a keen 
interest in its welfare and has made many 
valuable contributions to its Transactions. 
Though he has now left the town the kindly 
thoughts of the members are with him in his 
retirement. We hope that he will have peace 
and happiness in his declining years. 

The business of an ordinary meeting of the 
Club held on 31st March was to hear an 
address by Alastair N. Tayler, Esq., of Glen-
barry, on "Elgin Burgh M.P.s—1707-1918." In 
the unavoidable absence of Mr Tayler, the 
paper was read by Sheriff More. The writer 
described in minute and vivid detail the men 
who had represented the Elgin Burghs in 
Parliament over a period of 211 years. A full 
discussion followed the reading of the paper. 
A notable contribution was made by Mr Wil-
liam Barclay, Editor of the Banff shire Journal, 
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on his personal recollections of Mr Grant 
Duff, who had a long tenure as member for 
the Elgin Burghs. 

At an ordinary meeting of the Club held on 
28th April, an old and loyal member, Mr Wil-
liam Adam, Morayhill, read a paper on 
"Silver and its Hall Marks." Mr Adam, draw-
ing from his life-long experience and his wide 
and intelligent reading, gave a graphic de-
scription of the marking of silver, and traced 
its history from earliest times. Specimens of ' 
Communion plate from various Banffshire 
parishes were on view, as well as table cutlery 
bearing the hall mark of old Banff silver-
smiths. The members were gratified to be 
able to add to their Transactions so valuable 
a contribution on a subject on which Mr Adam 
is an acknowledged expert. 

The Club held its annual summer meeting on 
16th August. They visited the Palace of 
Spynie and Elgin Cathedral. Dr W. Douglas 
Simpson, Librarian of Aberdeen University, 
guided the par ty and explained the architect-
ural features of the buildings and their his-
torical associations. Captain Dunbar Brander 
of Pitgaveny, proprietor of Spynie Castle, 
joined the company a t Spynie, and a t Elgin 
Cathedral Lord Provost and Mrs Wittet accom-
panied them. At tea, served in Grant Lodge, 
Cooper Park, Sheriff More, President of the 
Club, conveyed the thanks of the company to 
Dr Simpson and to Lord Provost Wittet. The 
weather was ideal and the outing was much 
enjoyed. 

On 12th November we bad a crowded meet-
ing, the attraction being a paper by Mr Wil-
liam Barclay, Editor of the Banffshire Journal, 
on a walk in early May from "Banff to Corn-
hill via the Ord." In vivid language he de-
scribed the physical features of the country 
through which he passed. He gave graphic 
biographical sketches of men of outstanding 
national importance who had in their early 
days served the Church in the Par ish of The 
Ord. 

The lecture was listened to with r ap t atten-
tion, and at the close there was animated dis-
cussion, taken part in by many members. The 
President, in proposing a vote of thanks to Mr 
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Barclay, which was heartily accorded, took 
occasion to congratulate him on having lately 
completed fifty years in the service of the 
Banffshire Journal. He commented oh the 
-very high position which that Journal occu-
pied amongst provincial newspapers. Under 
Mr Barclay's able editorship it had not only 
maintained but enhanced the high reputation 
i t had so long enjoyed. The meeting very 
hearti ly endorsed the remarks of the Chair-
man. 

Mr Barclay has been a life-long and loyal 
friend of the Banffshire Field Club. His con-
tributions to its Transactions have been very 
numerous and spread over a large number of 
years. They have dealt with many and varied 
interests and have all given evidence of the 
facility and skill with which he can wield his 
pen. I have often thought that if his contri-
butions to our Transactions were collected in 
book form they would appeal to readers fa r be-
yond the bounds of Banffshire In addition to 
the valuable service he has in this way done to 
the Club, the officials, especially the Secre-
taries, have ever found him a guide, philoso-
pher and friend. We hope the time is not far 
distant when he will again draw on his in-
exhaustible store of local knowledge for the 
benefit of the Club. 

The most notable event in the Club's history 
during 1931 is the production of a brochure on 
"Three Banffshire Castles," by Dr Douglas 
Simpson of Aberdeen University. On 19th July 
1930 the Club held its summer meeting at the 
Castles of Boyne and Findlater. In the course 
of our visit it was noticed that these castles 
were fast falling into ruin. I t was thought 
desirable that a full description and accurate 
plan of these in their present condition should 
be available on account of their historical im-
portance On 22nd October 1930 Dr Douglas 
Simpson wrote offering to make a thorough 
archaeological survey of the castles of Boyne, 
Findlater and Findochty, write an account of 
them, make plans, and place them at the dis-
posal of the Club for publication. The Secre-
ta ry was instructed to convey to Dr Simpson 
the cordial thanks of the Club for the gener-
ous offer and to intimate to him that the 
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necessary outlay in carrying out the work 
would be gladly met out of the surplus funds 
of the Club. At our April meeting Dr Simpson 
intimated that during the -week-end 10th to 
13th April he, along with a qualified surveyor, 
had visited the Castles of Boyne, Findlater and 
Findochty. He had prepared complete plans, 
taken photographic drawings and drawn up 
descriptive accounts of each of the castles. 
The booklet has been produced with accuracy 
and taste by the Banffshire Journal, and 
should be almost a t once in members' hands. 

There was presented also the financial state-
ment of the Club by the Treasurer, Mr F. L. 
Braid. I t showed a membership a t the close 
of the year of 101. At the beginning of the 
year there was a credit balance of £228, which 
a t its close was reduced by £8, due to some 
extra items of expenditure made in pursuance 
of the work of the Club. 

The reports were adopted and the Secretaries 
and Treasurer were thanked for them. 

All the office-bearers of the Club were re-
elected. 

Two papers were read, the contribution of 
Br John Malcolm Bulloch. The first -was on a 

BADENOCH AND STRATHSPEY FARMING 
SOCIETY 

and was as follows:— 
An interesting glimpse into the history of 

the encouragement of agriculture is repre-
sented by a body called the Badenoch and 

Strathspey Farming Society. I t is contained 
in a manuscript volume entitled "The Baden-
och Gordon Correspondence, 1773-1820," consist-
ing of copies of letters between the Duke of 
Gordon and his factor, William Tod, which I 
bought from a Leicester bookseller some years 
ago. 

The Badenoch and Strathspey Farming So-
ciety was formed under the patronage of Jano 
Maxwell, Duchess of Gordon, a t Pitmain, 
October 27, 1803. The report runs as follows:— 

A number of the subscribers to the Badenoch 
and Strathspey Farming Society, instituted 
under the patronage of her Grace the Duchess 
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