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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21, 1932. 

The annual meeting of the Club was held 
this evening, when the president. Sheriff More, 
presided over a good attendance. 

A Year's Activities. 

The annual report, presented by the secre-
taries, was in the following terms:— 

In presenting the fifty-third Annual Report 
of the Club we wish to express our grat i tude 
to those who have contributed to our Trans-
actions dur ing the year. All of these papers 
were of outstanding interest and form a hand-
some addition to the Li tera ture of the County. 

At the concluding meeting- of 1931 Mr Wm. 
Simpson read a paper contributed by Dr J . M. 
Bulloch. I t was entitled "Badenoch and 
Strathspey Farming Society, 1807," and gave a 
clear indication of the s ta te of Agriculture on 
Speyside 130 years ago. Dr M'Pherson read 
another contribution by Dr Bulloch. I t took 
the form of a t ranscr ipt of a work not now 
easy to get in which Colonel Thornton, a 
Yorkshire squire, a f t e r a visit to the North in 
1786 describes a "Sporting Tour through the 
northern p a r t of England and a grea t par t of 
the Highlands of Scotland" in the course of 
which he spent a couple of days a t Gordon 

Castle. A third paper was given by Mr Wil-
l iam Barclay, the subject being "John Runcie, 
an old-time Smuggler of Macduff." 

On 29th J a n u a r y there was a crowded attend-
ance in the Town Hall, when Dr Douglas 
Simpson of Aberdeen University delivered a 
lecture on "Three Banffshire Castles—Boyne, 
Findlater, and Findochty." Dr Simpson had 
made researches into the histories of these 
castles and had completed a minute survey, 
all of which a r e embodied in a valuable bro-
chure which has lately appeared among the 
Transactions of the Club. The lecture was of 
a popular na ture and was illustrated by 
slides prepared f rom photographs taken by 
the lecturer and thrown on the screen by Mr 
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J . A. Gordon, who skilfully manipula ted the 
lantern. The lecturer described in an interest-
ing and scholarly way the three ancient seats, 
dealing first with the rocky keep of Findla ter 
built in 1456, and then with the Castles of 
Boyne and Findochty. At the close the hea r ty 
thanks of a large audience were conveyed to 
Dr Simpson for a lecture of outs tanding in-
terest and charm. 

On February 25th, Mr H. Holman gave a 
paper on "Historical Notes on the Magic Lan-
tern, with notes on the development of the 
Home Cinematograph." Mr Holman traced in 
outline the history of the Magic Lan te rn from 
earliest times. 

At an ordinary meeting of the Club on 
March 22nd, Mr Alistair N. Taylor of Glen-
bar ry delivered an address on "Andrew Hay 
of Rannes in Exile." Mr Tayler described An-
drew Hay as one of the most picturesque and 
ar res t ing figures in the Jacobi te Rising of the 
'45. Physically he was one of the most re-
markable men of his generat ion. This was 
forcibly brought home to the audience by ex-
hibition of a pai r of h is stockings now in the 
custody of the Banff Museum. Mr Tayler 's 
paper was of much historical value and of 
great human interest. 

At its meeting on 19th April tile Club gave 
:a hear ty welcome to one of its new members. 
Rev. J . M. M'Pherson, D.D., par ish minister of 
Forglen. Dr M'Pherson's subject was, "The 
Folk Beliefs in the North-East of Scotland and 
their Ethnic Significance." 

In the course of a most interest ing and in-
structive paper the lecturer dealt with such 
subjects as : Fire Festivals, Hallowe'en Rites, 
The Deity in Water, Megaliths, and the 
Streaking of the Plough. Dr M'Pherson's 
paper was listened to with r a p t a t tent ion by 
a large audience. In the course of an ani-
mated discussion numerous addit ional facts 
were brought out with regard to the Folk 
Lore of Upper Banffshire. 

The Annual Summer Meeting of the Club was 
held on Saturday, 16th July . There was a 
good attendance of members and their fr iends. 

The company gathered a t Blairfindy Castle, 
Glenlivet. The history and s t ructure of the 
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Castle were lucidly described by Dr Douglas 
Simpson, Librarian of Aberdeen University. 

Thereafter the party visited the site of the 
original Glenlivet Distillery. Captain Smith 
Grant of Minmore gave an interesting account 
of the foundation of the famous distillery iu 
1824 and its subsequent history. 

The company then proceeded to Drumin 
Castle, whose history and architecture were 
fully described by Dr Douglas Simpson. The 
members and their frieuds continued their 
journey to Tomintoul along the lovely banks 
of the A'an. A sumptuous tea was provided 
in the Gordon Arms Hotel. Sheriff More, who 
presided, conveyed hearty thanks to Dr 
Douglas Simpson and to the others who had 
helped to arrange a very successful and en-
joyable meeting. 

At an ordinary meeting held on the 10th No-
vember, Mr William Smith, solicitor, Banff, 
read a paper on The Burning of Frendraught. 
The writer traced the history of the family of 
Crichton—the then proprietors of Frendraught 
—who at one time owned the greater part of 
the land in the parishes of Forgue, Inverkeith-
nie and Marnoch. The only memorials left of 
them now are the sacred vessels they pre-
sented to the Church of Forgue. The paper, 
being or local interest, was listened to with 
r ap t attention by a large audience. 

The report was approved. 
The Treasurer, Mr Braid, presented the fin-

ancial report for the year. The period began 
with a balance on hand of £220 7s, and ended 
with a balance on hand of £220 13s. The pro-
vision of the year's Transactions and of spe-
cial booklets cost £25 13s, and members' sub-
scriptions amounted to £18 10s. The member-
ship is—3 life, 6 honorary, and 88 ordinary. 
The statement was considered very satisfac-
tory, and Mr Braid was thanked for all the -
care he had exercised iu his office. 

All the office-bearers of the Club were re-
elected. 

Mr Wm. Barclay contributed a paper on per-
sons, families, and institutions belonging to or 
associated with Alvah, together with historical 
notes on the parish, and the warm thanks ot 
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