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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10,1932. 

This evening a largely attended meeting of 
the Club was held, the president. Sheriff More, 
in the chair . The business was to hear a paper 
by Mr ffm. Smith, solicitor, Banff, on an 
Aberdeenshire tragedy of the 17th century, the 
burning of the Tower of Frendraught, in 
Forgue. 

On J a n u a r y 1, 1630, there was held a meeting 
a t Banff a t which among those present wore 
James Crichton of Frendraught, fa ther of the 
1st Viscount Frendraught, and William Gor-
don of Rothiemay, between whom a dispute 
ensued concerning the right to certain salmon 
fishings in the Deveron. The matter unfortun-
ately ended in an encounter between the par-
ties in which Rothiemay and George Gordon, 
brother to Lesmoir, were killed. Bad blood in 
tha t lawless period led first to one thing and 
then to another, and the climax came on Oc-
tober 8, when the Tower of Frendraught was 
burned, and there died in the flames two of 
J ames Crichton's guests over the night, Lord 
Melgum, son of the Marquis of Huntly; John 
Gordon of Rothiemay. son of him who had 
been killed, and four of their attendants. The 
event natural ly caused turmoil and strife. A 
Commission of the Privy Council enquired into 
the circumstances, the Kirk became interested, 
and bereaved families were persuaded of the 
gui l t of Frendraught, it has been written 
about by historians both local and national, 
and to this day nothing definite can be said as 
t j responsibility for the tragedy. True, a cer-
ta in John Meldrum of Redhill was tried for 
the crime in June 1632, and executed at the 
market cross of Edinburgh, protesting his in-
nocence to the last, but that settled nothing, 
and the mystery of 300 years ago remains a 
mystery still. Mr Smith's paper on the sub-
ject was held in high appreciation and a vote 
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of thanks to him was passed hear t i ly . The 
paper was as follows:— 

THE BURNING OF FRENDRAUGHT. 
Although the Burning of Frendraught has-

been referred to in some of the t ransac t ions of 
this Club, the incident has not formed the sub-
ject of a paper, and in the following I will en-
deavour to set forth the facts re la t ing thereto 
and associated therewith and some of the t ra -
ditions as incorporated in the Ballads. 

Frendraught lies in the parish of Forgue, 
Aberdeenshire. There appears a t one time to 
have been, a separate parish of Frendraught , . 
but it has formed par t of Forgue par ish for 
over six centuries. 

The earliest notice of Frendraught is about, 
the year 1202, when Michael de Ferendrach is a 
witness to a charter by William the Lion. The 
Frendraughts of t ha t ilk held the lands for a t 
least another hundred years. I t is not qui te 
clear whether the Frendraught name termin-
ated in an heiress or whether a line of 
Stewarts intervened, but a lady styled Mar-
garet de Frendraught. was marr ied in 1322 to 
James Fraser of the Forglen and Carnousie-
family. As the contract ing par t ies were within 
the forbidden degrees of consanguinity, a dis-
pensation from Pope John XXII. was granted. 
The line of the Frasers terminated in a fe-
male about the beginning of the fifteenth cen-
tury . This heiress was marr ied to Alexander 
Dunbar, second son of the Earl of Moray. 
Their son was James Dunbar of Frendraught , 
who became 8th Earl of Moray and is said to 
have been murdered in the neighbourhood of 
Frendraught about 1440, being succeeded in the 
lands of Frendraught by his daughter J a n e t 
who married Sir J ames Crichton, Lord Cham-
berlain of Scotland. The Crichtons retained 
the lands for two centuries, and in 1630 the 
estate of Frendraught was held by Sir James 
Crichton, who was marr ied to Elizabeth Gor-
don, daughter of John, 12th Ear l of Sutherland 
and a near relative of the then Marquis of 
Huntly. 

Before dealing with the Burning of Fren-
draught , I wish to say a word as to the s t a t e 
of the country .generally. 
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When Charles I. ascended the Throne in 1625, 
he inherited not only a Kingdom but also a 

peek of troubles. His failure to settle these 
ultimately resulted in the loss of his Kingdom 
and his head. His father, James I. of England, 
had been endeavouring to impose the famous 
Articles of Perth upon the Scots, and Charles 
I. had imbibed, as a part of his early educa-
tion, all the tenets adopted by his father re-
specting' the divine right of Kings, and in-
herited all his father 's hostility to noncon-
formity. 

The Tithes of the Church had been taken 
possession of a t the Reformation by the King 
and by him gifted to the nobility. In justice, 
the tithes ought to have belonged to neither. 
They formed an item of property distinct from 
the lands out of which they were paid. They 
were originally imposed for the maintenance 
of the Romish priesthood and ought either to 
have reverted to the proprietors of the land or 
been appropriated for national purposes. But, 
having- been appropriated by the Crown, the 
tithes became the patrimony of the Crown and 
could not be alienated without the consent of 
Parl iament. 

Charles I. insisted that all Church property 
should be restored to him, in which policy he 
was opposed by the nobility but supported by 
the clergy, in the hope that the tithes would 
be handed over to the Church. The nett re-
sult was tha t the whole country was relapsing 
into a state of barbarism and anarchy. Deadly 
feuds between tribes, families and even single 
individuals, were the order of the day and 
were often attended by the most shocking bar-
barities perpetrated in open defiance of the 
law and with perfect impunity so far as the 
law was concerned. Truly, there was no King 
in Israel. 

The Crichton Family. 
The Crichton family had long been a force 

in Scotland and in the middle of the fifteenth 
century had a struggle for supremacy with 
the. Douglases in the South. They first appear 
in Frendraught about the middle of the fif-
teenth century, at which time the Gordons 
ruled the lands between the Grampians and 
the Moray Firth. In the seventeenth century 
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the Crichtons had risen in power in Aberdeen-
shire, so much so tha t they were able to defeat 
the ends of justice. In Pi tcairn 's "Criminal 
Trials" there appears a s ta tement t h a t Sir 
Robert. Crichton of Cluny was charged in the 
year 1599 with the slaughter of William Mel-
drum of Montcoffer, when Sir Robert got his 
kinsman John Crichton of Invernyt ie to be his 
security. The Court thought it judicious to 
postpone his trial , as it was understood tha t 
he was to appear in Court with so large a 
hand of followers t h a t great inconvenience 
might ensue and peaceable subjects be dis-
quieted. 

No doubt the Gordons viewed this new power 
in their neighbourhood with a certain amount 
of a la rm; a t any rate , f rom the t ime of the 
commencement of the contest between the 
Crichtons and the Gordons the power of the 
former sank quickly and most of their lands 
passed to other hands. 

Immediately prior to the year 1630, James 
Crichton, Baron Frendraught . had purchased 
f rom William Gordon of Rothiemay a p a r t of 
the latter 's lands. A dispute arose as to the 
fishings passing with this purchase and the 
Privy Council, to whom the ma t t e r was re-
ferred, decided in favour of F rendraugh t . 
Rothiemay, with all the enthusiasm of a dis-
appointed l i t igant, har r ied the lands of Fren-
draugh t with fire and sword. F rend raugh t 
again appealed to the Privy Council, who 
issued a Commission to F rendraugh t for the 
a r res t of Rothiemay. On 1st J a n u a r y 1630 
Frendraught proceeded with an armed force 
to put the Commission into execution bu t 
Rothiemay met him also with a rms and a con-
flict took place in which several were h u r t on 
both sides. Rothiemay was wounded and died 
within a few days. 

The kinsmen of Rothiemay got ready to take 
their revenge in the usual way. They brought 
down a band of Highland freebooters, of whom 
200 were well armed, but the head of the Gor-
dons, the Marquis of Huntly, a t the instiga-
tion of Sir Robert Gordon, Tutor of Suther-
land, intervened. A reconciliation took place 
a t Strathbogie, and Frendraught . a l though he 
had the law on his side, agreed to pay Rothie-
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may's widow 50,000 merks "in composition of 
the slaughter," and so the parties shook hands 
and the money was paid. 

Fateful Meeting at the Bog. 
No sooner was this trouble settled than an-

other arose. John Meldrum of Redhill had 
been on Frendraught 's side in the f ray with 
Rothiemay and was wounded. He apparently 
was not satisfied with his recompense but came 
to Frendraught 's lands at night and stole two 
of his best horses. Frendraught summoned 
Meldrum to appear before the Justices, but 
Meldrum defaulted, was outlawed, and found 
refuge with his brother-in-law, Leslie of Pit-
caple. On 27th September, 1630, Frendraught 
and his relation, Crichton of Conland, met by 
accident the son of Leslie of Pitcaple, and 
from high words they came to blows. Crichton 
of Conland drew a pistol and wounded young 
Leslie, who was taken home. 

Leslie of Pitcaple, with 30 horsemen armed 
with jack and spear, set out to have his re-
venge, and hearing that Frendraught was with 
the Marquis of Huntly a t the Bog o' Gight 
(now Gordon Castle), Leslie rode thither on 
7th October. The Marquis of Huntly did not 
allow the parties to meet in the house but 
tried to persuade Pitcaple that Frendraught 
had done no wrong. Pitcaple, however, left the 
Bog vowing vengeance. The Marquis of Huntly 
persuaded Frendraught to stay at the Bog for 
the night and after breakfast next day (8th 
October) Huntly directed his son John, Lord of 
Aboyne, otherwise Viscount Melgum, to accom-
pany Crichton to Frendraught in case Pitcaple 
should be lying in wait. The young Laird of 
Rothiemay happened to be a t the Bog also and 
joined the company. When they reached Fren-
draught the whole party was persuaded to 
stay for the night, and, af ter being well enter-
tained, they were put to bed in the Tower. 

This Tower had apparently been of the type 
common a t that period—a square Tower of 
four storeys with thick walls and practically 
windowless. The Tower had on the ground 
floor a vaulted room, from which access was 
got to the upper rooms by a hole, as the 
owners a t that time did not wish too con-
venient an access. Each floor above had but 
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one chamber, which was covered with wood. 
On the first floor slept Aboyne, h is servant, 
Robert Gordon and his page, "English Will." 
On the next floor were the young Lai rd of 

Rothiemay with some of his servants, and on 
the top storey were George Chalmers of Noth, 
George Gordon, another of the Viscount's ser-
vants, and Captain Rollok, then in Fren-
draught 's own company About midnight , 
when all were in bed, a fire s tar ted in the 
vaulted chamber and the whole tower was soon 
blazing. Robert Gordon, Aboyne's servant, 
escaped, also the occupants of the top floor, 
but Aboyne, Rothiemay and other four persons 
perished in the fire. The bodies were, by 
Huntly's orders, pu t into wooden boxes and in-
terred in the Kirkyard of Garntull ie (now 
Gartly). 

Action by Privy Council. 
Frendraught appears to have lef t immedi-

ately to lay the mat te r before the Privy Coun-
cil, whose reports bear:— 

"That immediately a f t e r t h a t unhappie and 
deplorable burning of his toure of Fendraucht , 
and of some noble persons and others being 
thair in , committed be some develish and 
odious plotters agains him, his lyfe and estate, 
in the moneth of October last, the said James 
Crichton of Fendraucht , pair t l ie out of greefe 
of mynde, and .pairtlie for ischewing anie 
sudden violence whilk might be used agains 
him, he addrest himselfe to the brugh of 
Perth, where George, Viscount of Dupline, Lord 
High Chancellor of this kingdome, had his re-
sidence; and there humbelie desired the said 
Lord Chancellor to protect him f rom all vio-
lence and injustice, and to t ak diligent tryell 
of the committers of the said haynous fact , 
and offered himselfe readie to undèrgoe what-
somever tryell for anie appearance of suspi-
cioun which might arise agains him, upon the 
occasion of the burning of the persons foir-
saids within his towre. Likeas, now, the said 
laird of Fendraucht being cum to the burgh of 
Edinburgh with the said Lord Chancellor a n d 
being personallie present this day in counsell, 
he repeated his former declarat ioun in pre-
sence of the whole counsell, and humbelie in-
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treated thame to make diligent search and in-
quisitioun for t rying the actours and commit-
ters of the said odious and treasonable fact , 
and for his awin part, to testifie his inno-

cencie, wes content to act himselfe; lykeas, be 
thi r presents he actit himselfe to compear per-
sonallie before the saids lords whenever he 
sail be lawfullie charged to that effect, under 
the pane of ane hundreth merkes. The lords 
of secreit counsell having heard the relatioun 
of James Crichton of Fendraucht . . . . finds 
and declares, t ha t the said Lord Chancellor in 
his accepting of the said James Crichton in 
his hous and companie, and keeping him till 
the day that the said James exhibite himselfe 
personallie before the counseil. did good and 
acceptable service to his Majestie, and con-
formed himselfe to the credite and deutie ol 
his place and office in everie point." 

After various proceedings, the Privy Council, 
on the 4th of April, granted commission to 

William Earl Marischal, Patrick Bishop of 
Aberdeen, John Bishop of Murray, James Lord 
Ogilvie, David Lord Carnegie, and Colonel 
Harie Bruce, "or anie three of them conjunct-
lie, to make their address to the Place of 
Frendraucht and there to sight and 
view the house of Frendraucht, and to con-
silder the f rame and structure thereof, and 
how and by what means the fyre was raised 
within the same, and if the fyre was acci-
dental! or done of sett purpose by the hand of 
mane, and if there be any possibility or pro-
babilitie that the fire could have been raised 
be anie personns without the house, and that 
they report their proceedings." 

Report of Commissioners. 
On the 20th April the Commissioners gave in 

the following report:— 
"At Fendraucht the threttene day of Aprile, 

the yeere of God sixteen hundred and threttie 
ane yeeres, we under subscryvers, for obedi-
ence of ane ordinance and warrant! gevin be 
the lords of his Majesteis most honourable 
priue counsell, made our addresse to the hous 
of Fendraucht, and considerit the frame and 
structure thairof, for tryell how and be what 
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and whether the fire wes accidentall, or done 
-of sett purpose be the hand of m a n : and if 
there be ane possibilitie or probabili t ie t ha t 
the fire could have been raised be ane persoun 
without the hous, and having seghted and ex-
amined the samine, with ane voice and con-
sent, resolwes as followes: We finde be all 
likliehoods, t h a t the fire whairby the house 
wes brun t wes first raised in ane vault , whair-
in we find evidences of fire in thr ie sundrie 
pa r t s ; one a t the fa r thes t end thairof , another 
towards the middes, and the third on t h a t 
savell which is harde by the hole tha t is under 
the bed whiche wes in the chamber above. 
Your good lordships will excuse us if we de-
termine not concerning the fire, whether i t 
wes accidental or of sett purpose by the hand 
of man; onelie this muche it seemeth prob-
able unto us, a f t e r consideratioun of the 
f r ame of the hous, and uther circumstances, 
that. no hand without could have raised the 
fire w:ithout aide from within. In witnes 
whairof, we have subscribed th i r presents with 
our hands; Patr ick Aberdene, John Bishop of 
Moray, James Lord Ogilvy, Carnegy, Henry 
Brus." 

The Commissioners having issued their re-
port, we now observe the law set in motion. A 
precognition a t t ha t t ime took the form of 
subjecting the victim to the to r tu re of the 
Boot. The first victim was a young woman 
named Margaret Wood, who was in Fren-
draught 's service. She was compelled to com-
pear before His Majesty's Council and accord-
ing to the record of the Court of Just ic iary 
"did lay the odious and treasonable crime of 
the burning of the house of Frendraught upon 
a Baron and gentleman of good qual i ty ." .She 
was not proceeded fu r the r against in connec-
tion with the fire but for making the above in-
sinuation she was sentenced to be scourged 
through the Burgh of Edinburgh and banished 
the Kingdom. 

John Meldrum, who has been already men-
tioned, was arrested shortly a f t e r the fire and 
was brought to t r ial before the Lords of Jus-
ticiary in June 1632, nearly two years a f te r the 
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fire. The Indictment against John Meldrum is. 
as follows:— 

An Indictment. 
"That the said Johne Meldrum, in the 

moneth of September, in the yeir of Gods 1630 
yeires, haifeing, under silence and clud of 
nycht, come to the medow of Frendraucht,. 
pertening heritabillie to Sir James Creichtoun 
ol' Frendraucht; fu r th of the quhilk medow 
he thiftuouslie staw, reft, and away tuik, be 
-way of maisterfull th i f t and stouthrief, tua 
gray stanned horssis pertening to the said 
James Creichtoun of Frendraucht, quhilk war 
than pasturand thairintill , worth the sowme 
of twa thousand merkis money, and war 
t r anspor ted and cayreid away be him in 
maist thiftious manner. 

"The said Johnne Meldrum being conscious 
ot hiinselff of his guiltines thairof, and to 
eschew his lauchfull tryell and deserved pun-
eischment for the samyn, directit and im-
ployit diuerss persones his freindis. and weill 
willeris to the said laird of Frendraucht. quha 
in his name earnest-lie delt with him to desist 
and leave af that rigorous and violent coul'ss. 
offering to mak restitutioun bak againe to 
him of the saidis horssis, upone conditioun 
that he wald give satisfactioun to the said 
John Meldrum for the loiss and skaith whilk 
he had sustened in the said laird of Fren-
drauchts service. The whilk conditioun being 
altogidder refuiset be the said laird of Fren-
draucht, the said Johne Meldrum thairupon 
consavet ane deidlie haitrent, malice, and 
ilwill agains the said laird of Frendraucht; 
and in all partis and companies quhair he 
come, oppinlie, with grit attestationes, thrait-
ned and avowed that he sould be about with 
Frendraucht, and tha t it could coist ane of 
thame twa thair lyves, and to do to him ane 
evill turne besyde. And for this effect the 
said Johnne Meldrum presentlie tuik his re-
course to James Grant callit of Carroun, ane 
notorious soirnar, outlaw, theif. and rebell.. 
keipit dyuerss trystis and meittingis with 
him, craveing the said James his assistance 
and help, to be avendget upone the said laird 
of Frendraucht, and in the end the said Johne 
Meldrum haifing conveent to himselff certane 
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brokin men, all fugitues and rebellis, his com-
plices and associattis, upone the a u d i t day 
of October, the yeir of God sixteen hundred 
and thrett ie yeiris under silence and clud of 
nicht, betwix twelff hours a t nycht and twa 
oft i r mydnycht, come to the place of Fren-
draucht, and supponeing and certanely per-
suading himselff t ha t the said James Creich-
toun of Frendraucht wes lying within the 
tour of Frendraucht , quhilk was the only 
s t renth and strongest pair t of the said place, 
the said Johne Meldrum with his saidis com-
plices, in maist tresonabill and feirful l matter, 

haifing brocht with thame ane hudge quan-
ti t ie of powder, pile, brumstone, flax, and uther 
combustabill mat te r provydit be thame for 
the purpois, pat and convoyit the samyn in 
and throw the slittis and stones of the volt of 
the said g r i t tour of Frendraucht , Weill 
knawin and foirseine be the said Johne Mel-
drum, quha with his complices a t t h a t instant 
tyme fyre t the samyn pik, powder, brunt-
stone, flax and uther combustable mat ter 
above writtin, a t dyuerse places of the said 
volt; quhilk being sua fy re t and kindlet, did 
violentlie flie to ane hoill in the heid of the 

said volt and tak vent tha i ra t , the whilk 
hoill of the said solt and vent thairof being 
perfytl ie knawin to the said John Meldrum, be 
reasone he had remained in ltoushald with the 
said laird of Frendraucht , as his douiefull ser-
vand, within the said hous and place of Fren-
draucht for ane lang tyme of befoir, and knew 
and was previe to all the secreitis of the said 
house. And the said volt being sua fyret , the 
haill tour and houssis quhairof immediately 
thairef t i r , being foure hous hight, in les space 
than ane hour tuik fy re in the deid hour of 
the night, and was in maist tresonabill, hor-
rible, and lamentable maner brunt , blawin up. 
and consumet, be occasioun quhairof, the said 
umquhile Johne Viscount of Melgum and um-
quhile Johne Gordoun of Rothiemay, with 
some of tha i r servandis and followeris (quha 
the day befoir had come to the said place of 
Frendraucht, in companie of the said laird of 
Frendraucht to his said place, to guard and 
defend him frome the violence and invasioun 
of his unfreindis, and quha tha t nycht lay and 
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remani t within the said tour of Frendraucht) 
war in tha t deid hour of the nycht, being 
sleiping in tha i r beddis securelie for the tyme 
within the said tour, maist crewellie, be the 
violence of the said fyre, without ony help or 
remeid, brunt to deid within the said tour be 
the fyre kindlet and arrysing fur th of the said 
volt, and the samyn toure, with the hail 
houssis thairof, togidder with the saids um-
quhila Johnne Vicount of Melgum, Johnne 
Gordoun of Rothiemay, with thair servandis, 
than being in thair companie thairintill, was 
pitiefullie brunt , consumed, and destroyed be 
the said Johne Meldrum and his complices, 
and he is a i r t and pairt of the burning 
thairof, and of the cruell and execrable daith 
and destructioun of the honorabill persones 
foirsaidis, and tha i r servandis above nominat, 
than being within the said tour." 

Meldrum, according to the verdict of the 
Court, was found guilty, culpable and convict 
of the foreknowledge counsel, a r t and part, of 
the treasonable burning of the house of Fren-
draught . Meldrum was sentenced to be hanged 
and quartered. The Privy Council appointed 
the Bishop of Dunblane and others "to endea-
vour to bring Meldrum to confess the t ru th of 
the crime of which he had been convicted." 

As mentioned above, the Commissioners ap-
pointed by the Privy Council found that the 
fire could not have been raised from the out-
side. While Meldrum, without any suggestion 
of having an accomplice inside, was executed 
for causing the fire from the outside, John 
Tosh, the major-domo at Frendraught, had 
been tried on the allegation that he had mali-
ciously caused the fire from the inside. 

Trial of John Tosh. 
The dittay against John Tosh sets forth his 

having been in company with his master a t 
the Bog of Gight a t the time of his visit to 
the Marquis of Huntly already referred to. 
and having heard the marquis's purpose to 
send an escort with the laird on his return 
home to Frendraucht, consisting of his eldest 
son, the Laird of Rothiemay, and other 
friends :— 

"And the samyn overtour being hard and 
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knawin to the said Johne Tosche, quha than 
was present attending upoun the said laird of 
Frendraucht his maister, and how tha t his 
said maister was to stay tha t nycht with our 
said trustie coussing and weil belouit counsel-
lor, George Marqueis of Huntly, &c., and nocht 
to cum away from him quhill the morene 
thairef t i r , being the aucht day of the said 
moneth of October, the said Johne Tosche 
thairupoun dispatchet himselff away f ra the 
said place of the Boig vpone the said sevint 
day of October, and with all post dilligence 
came to his maisters hous of Frendraucht , 
quhair a t his cumming tha i r to he acquentit 
the ladie Frendraucht of his maisters stay 
with our said t rust ie cousing tha t nycht, and 
how tha t upoun the moirne tha i re f te r he was 
to cum hame with the convoy, guaird, and 
companie of the said Lord Vicount of Mel-
gwme, sone to our said t rust ie cousing, and 
remanent persones foirsaidis; Lykas, accoird-
ing to the said repoirt and declaratioun sua 
maid be him, the said laird of Frendraucht 
his maister haiveing remanet all t ha t nycht 
with our said trust ie cousing. weill and 
louinglie interteinet be him and his ladie 
within tha i r said place of the Boig, quha 
upoun the moirne tha i ref t i r tuik his guid 
nycht or fairweill, being the aucht day of the 
said monethe of October, and coming to the 
convoy and companie of the said Lord Vicount 
of Melgwme, the said laird of Rothiemay, and 
tha i r servandis and followeris above writt in 
saiflie bailie to the said laird of Frendraucht , 
the said John Vicount of Melgwme being alto-
gidder resoluit a t tha t time, with his com-
panie, to return bak to his fa ther to the said 
place of the Boig, nawayis myndfull to have 
stayit in Frendraucht that nycht ; he, nocht-
withstanding thairof, be the earnest requeist, 
prayer, and intercessioun of the said laird of 
Frendraucht and his ladie, was forcet and 
compellit, in loveing and freindlie forme as 
appeirit, togidder with his haill companie 
above writtin, to stay and abyde with thame 
tha t nycht, and to soupe with thame; and 
ef t i r supper tha i r beddis being prepari t and 
maid within the chalmeris of the toure of the 
said place, and thay in peaceable and maist 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



61 

loveing maner us appeirit, being laid doun to 
rest thameselffis that nicht thairintill, expect-
ing na evill, harme, injurie, or violent deid to 
be offerrit or done to thame, or any of thame, 
within that place. It is of veritie that the said 
Johnne Tosche, far by the harmeless and in-
nocent persones foirsaidis thair expectatioun, 
upon quhat devilische instigatioun altogidder 
unknawin to thame, or to the saidis complin-
eris friendis and kyndismen, in the deid hour 
of the nycht, when all the peple and servandis 
of the place war at rest, past secreitlie to ane 
chalmer quhair ane Thomas Joss, ane of his 
fellow seruandis within the said place, and 
ane keiper of the key of the voltis, quhilkis 
war directlie benethe the toure quhairin the 
saitl Lord Vicount of Melgwme, the said laird 
of Rothiemay, and thare cumpanie lay, and 
secretly staw and brocht away with him the 
key out of the said Thomas Joss his breikis 
and poutches thairof, the said Thomas being 
in his bed and fast on sleip for the time; and 
thairef ter came to the said volt or laiche 
seller benethe the said toure. and haueing 
openet the dure thairof, and drawin in and 
convoyit thairintil l certane faggottis, tymber, 
powder, flax and other combustable mater, 
provydit and prepaired by him, he the said 
Johne Tosche, out of ane devilische and dis-
perat humour, fyret the samyn; be the fyre-
ing and kyndleing quhairof, the said loftingis 
above the said volt, speciallie the chalmeris of 
the said toure quhairin the said Lord Vicount, 
the laird of Rothiemay, and thair servandis 
and followeris, to the number of sax persones, 
Cristiane suillis, was maist petitfullie brunt to 
deid. And sua the said toure of Frendraucht 

was maist barbarouslie fyret and brunt, and 
the noble man, gentillmen, and utheris foir-
saids, than being thairintill, maist lamentablie 
brunt quik to deid be the said Johne Tosche; 
and he is a i r t and pairt thairof comittit upon 
set purpois, provisioun, precogitat malice, and 
foirthocht fellonie, in hie and maniefest con-
tempt of our auctoritie and lawis, and in evill 
example of utheris to commit the lyk, gif the 
samyn be sufferit to pas over unexamplarie 
puneist." 

The counsel for Tosh objected to the dittay 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



62 

being remitted to the knowledge of an assize, 
"becaus the pannel being examinat upon the 
poyntis of the said dittay be the lordis of his 
Majesteis Previe Counsall and tha i r commis-
sioneris, and being put to the tortour thair-
upon, first to the tortour of the buitt is upone 
the first day of Apryle, 1631, next to the tor-
tour of the pilliewinkis upon the twelf day of 
July last, the pannall, in all his suffering of 
bayth the saids tortours, constantly, and upon 
his grit aith, declairit t ha t he was nawayis 
the burner of the hous of Frendraucht, actor 
nor accessorie thair to or t ha t he knew ony 
thing anent the burning of the said hous, nor 
quha war the dooaris tha i rof ; be the quhilk 
constant denyall, suorne and rei terat in the 
first and repeited tortour, the pannell hes 

suffciently purget the suspitiones, presump-
tiones, and all probatioun quhatsuevir agains 
him of the said fact and deid q u h a r u p o n e he 
wes tortouret, and hes evacuat the samyn, ap-
provein his innocencie of the said fact and 
deid quhairupon he wes tortouret , and evincet 
the treuth thairof, in respect quhairof he 
aucht to be assoilzeit." 

This plea, a f te r much learned discussion, 
was sustained: and although many additional 
arguments were adduced by Sir Thomas Hope, 
the Lord Advocate, against it, the justices-
depute and assessors adhered to their former 
deliverance, so tha t Tosh was discharged, 
being ordained, however, in the words of 
Spalding "to sit at the cross of Edinburgh 
with the myter on his heid be the space of 
twa houris for some speiches he had spoken 
agains the Marquess." 

After the fire, the Laird of Frendraught re-
moved to his house of Kinnairdy, in the parish 
of Aberchirder (now Marnoch), which house 
stands on a knoll rising abrupt ly from a 
haugh on the winding banks of the Deveron, 
about three miles north-east f rom Fren-
draught. This house, now known as Kinnairdy 
Castle, has been inhabited continuously since, 
and now belongs to Mr Thomas Innes of 
Learney, Carrick Pursuivant, who has applied 
the results of his researches in a practical 
way and made the House or Castle worthy of 
the historical incidents associated therewith. 
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"Poor Lady Frendraught." 
The Lady Frendraught was at this house 

when she seems to have refused to attend the 
parish church o£ Abercherder. Her husband 
was, however, an active member of the Coven-
an t ing forces in the district. After a confer-
ence with her minister, we find that the lady 
"had resorted to the church, and promised so 
to continue." She and her daughter, Elizabeth, 
are then summoned for not hearing the word, 
a n d not communicating. After a long interval, 
she is ordered "to be dealt with," and her final 
answer obtained. I t was then reported that 
"shoe promised to heir the vord," and an en-
deavour is to be made to get her "to keip 
familie vorship vith the rest of the familie" 
She again promises to hear the word, and the 
General Assembly is consulted about her. In 
answer to another attempt, she says "she will 
go to the church to which her husband goes, 
which is not within the bounds of the Presby-
tery of Strathbogie." She gets liberty from 
the Commissioners of the General Assembly to 
be "ane ordinary hearer at Forgue for a 
time." Ill 1647, it appears that the House of 

Frendraucht had been re-edified, and that she 
lived there "for the most part." In 1643, she is 
ordained to be summoned for "her avowed 
papistrie, receit of masse priests," &c. 

In 1649, several steps are taken towards her 
excommunication. She, however, afterwards 
at tends family worship in her own family, and 
"promised to heir sermon." In September 1649 
it is stated by the minister of Abercherder, 
Master Reidford, that she had heard three 
sermons, "and so, as he thought, shoe intended 
to continow ane hearer." The Presbytery were 
not satisfied with her hearing a sermon "now 
and then," and thought not "that kynd of 

heiring satisfactorie," and therefore required 
her to subscribe the Covenant, to show her 
conformity with the Kirk of Scotland; this she 
refused to do, and her excommunication was 
ordered tp be pronounced. In October, 1649, 
she promised "to taik the Covenant and con-
sider the same." In March, 1650, we find that 
she was "ane ordinare heirer of the word, hut 
vas not fullie satisfied for subscryving the 
Covenant, and that the Laird mad vther min-
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isteris to conferr with her." In J u n e of the 
same year she subscribed the Solemn League 
and Covenant, and abjured "Poprie in the 
seuerall headis and articles in the National 
Covenant." About a year af terwards , it would 
appear that another conference tools place, a t 
which she satisfied the bre thren; but , in 1652, 
we find tha t she had "relapsed to poperie" and 
tha t "she was obstinate, declaring hirself to 
be none of our Church, and shee would nei ther 
hear hirselfe nor suffer hir daughters t o 
heare; professing, moreover, t h a t shoe re-
pented of her former repentance more than of 
anie sinne tha t euer shoe committed, and 
thought shoe had reason to repent all hir lyfe 
time for subscryving the National Covenant 
and Solemn League and Covenant." She was 
ordered to be excommunicated and on 5th 
March 1654 "the Lady Elizabeth Crichton ot 
Frendraught for apostasie and per jur ie was 
excommunicated." 

Lady Frendraught , excommunicated by the 
Reformed Church, appears to have been 
shunned by the Roman Catholic Church also. 
In Father Blackhall 's "Brief Nar ra t ive" we 
read "Shortly thereaf ter , my Ladye of Fren-
dret did send to me, praying me to come to 
her as ordinary, for the f rè re whom she had 
before was depairted this life. I refused abso-
lutely to see her becaus she was suspected to 
be guilty of the death of my Lord Aboyne. 
who was burned in the Castle of Frendret ." 

The Rev. Wm. Temple in "The Thanage of 
Fe rmar tyn" writes—"Poor Lady Frendraught ! 
suspected by the world as a merciless murder-
ess, excommunicated by the Kirk, passed on 
the left hand by the priests of her own Church, 
her fa te was a hard one. Well might the 
motto from Virgil, placed by her husband in 
the Kirk of Forgue in his day of trouble, apply 
also to her Ladyship." 

"O, passi graviora his quoque Deus dabit 
finem." 

"O, ye who through more grievous ills have 
passed, 

From these, too. God will give relief at 
last." 
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Frendraught Lands Harried. 
During the years following the burning of 

the Tower the lands of Frendraught were har-
ried and plundered, time and again. Highland 
rievers seem to have travelled hundreds of 
miles for the special purpose of plunder. The 
Privy Council records are filled with eloquently 
distracted denunciations of them. Thus, on the 
13th of November, 1634, certain charges against 
the Marquis of Huntly and others commence— 
"For as muckle as the lords of secret council 
.are informed tha t great numbers of sorners 
and broken men in the Clan Gregor, Clan 
Lachlan, and other broken clans in Lochaber, 
Strathdon, Glencoe, Braemar, and other parts 
of the Highlands, as also divers of the name 

of Gordon, and their dependers and followers 
in the country, have this long time, and now 
lately, very grievously infested his majesty's 
loyal subjects in the north parts, especially 
the Laird of Frendraught and his tenants, by 
frequent slaughters, heirships, and barbarous 
cruelties committed upon them, and by ane 
late treasonable fireraising within the said 
Laird of Frendraught his lands, whereby not 
only is all the gentleman's lands laid waste, 
his kail yards and bestial spoiled, slain, and 
mangled, some of his servants slain and 
cruelly demeaned, but also the haill tenants of 
his lands have left his service, and himself, 
with the hazard of his life, has been forced to 
steal away under night, and have his refuge 

in his majesty 's council." 
Another document calls on the sheriffs of the 

northern counties to raise the posse comi-
tatus or militia, and endeavour to arrest a set 
of people with unreadable Highland names, 
"on the suspicion that they are the authors 
aud committers of the late disorders and in-
surrections ill the north, and of the heirships, 
depredations, fire-raising, and other disorders 
upon the Laird of Frendraught, his tenants 
and servants, whose haill goods they have 
lifted, laid their lands waste, and hanged one 
of the poor tenants on the gallows of Strath-
bogie; and with ane high hand of rebellion 
they have resolved to make themselves masters 
of the said Laird of Frendraught his haill 
estate, and to possess themselves therein, and 
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to keep the same by strength of arras in con-
tempt and defiance of law and justice, being 
assisted in their disorders and rebellious-
courses by numbers of broken Highlandmen 
and others, with whom they go up and down 
the country ravaging and oppressing his ma-
jesty's good subjects and especially poor min-
isters who have not power to oppose their vio-
lerce, and t h a t in so hostile and terrible ane 
manner as the like has not been heard a t any 
time heretofore." 

These "limmers" and "sorners," who also: 
sometimes received the curious name of "light 
horsemen" were of course hanged in bunches 
when they could be caught. One of them was 
the renowned Gilderoy. His coadjutors were 
generally like himself members of "broken 

clans." The charges agains t these ruffians-
range from the most extensive to the smallest 
scale of plunder—from the pillage of houses 
and the murder of their inmates, to the kid-
napping of stray poultry—in a ludicrous 
fashion. In fact, these gentry were so light-
footed as well as light-fingered, t ha t it was ex-
tremely difficult to get evidence of their feats; 
and therefore, any matter , however trifling, 
which could be proved, could not be lost sight 
of in the .general reckoning. 

So weak an executive as Scotland then had 
were glad of the aid even of inferior instru-
ments, and they followed the policy of setting 
rogue against rogue. In the ravages of Fren-
draught, a certain Finlay M'Grimm bore a 
part . He was attaoked and seized by some 
MacGregors, probably not much more honest 
than himself, who brought his head to the 
table of the Privy Council. This body 
"finds they have done good service therein, 
excusing them from all crime and offence that 
may be impute to them for this cause. Like as 
the said lords ordains the bailies of Edinburgh 
to affix the said Finlay M'Grimm's head upon 
the netherbow port; and the said lords ordain 
John Earl of Traquair . his majesty 's depute 
treasurer, to deliver to the par ty, bearer and 
in-bringer of M'Grimm's head, the sum of a 
hundred merks, in satisfaction of his hazard 
and charge. and for encouragement of others 
cheerfully to go on in the like service in time-
coming." 
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The Privy Council issued an order for 
Huntly to appear before them. He attempted 
to excuse himself on the plea of old age ana 
infirmity, but the Privy Council would take no 
excuse. Huntly was outlawed for contumacy 
and some of his friends who appeared on his 
behalf were thrown into prison. Huntly after-
wards appeared before the Privy Council and 
his sentence was reversed. Huntly granted a 
bond to keep the peace and was about to be 
set a t liberty when he was accused by Captain 
Adam Gordon, who was himself deeply impli-
cated in the lawless proceedings, of being the 
prime mover of all the disorders by which the 
peace of the north had been disturbed. On 
this charge, Huntly was arrested and placed 
in close confinement in the Castle. He was 
shortly afterwards, released on an order from 
the King but his health had been impaired 
and he died a t Dundee in the 74th year of his 
age. 

An Extensive Estate. 
At this time the Frendraught property was 

very extensive, containing a. large portion or 
the parishes of Forgue, Conveth or Inver-
keithnie. and Aberchirder. From an Act of 
Parl iament, which passed in the Scotch Par-
liament, we learn the various properties which 
they then possessed. This enactment took 
place, November 17, 1641, for the purpose of 
confirming the Frendraught family in their 
various possessions, as the writs that were in 
the "kist" were burned in the great fire of 
1630, except two infeftments, which were in 
Edinburgh. The Act enumerated the following 
estates:—"All and haill the lands and barony 
of Frendraught the burgh and barony of Forg, 
lyand in the Sheriffdom of Aberdeen; the 
lands and town of Polquhonzie (Pitfancy) and 
Conzie, the Templelands of Frendraught, and 
the office of heritable baillie thereof; the lands 
and barony of Kinnairdie, with the haill par-
ticular towers thereof; also the lands and 
barony of Nedderdail, with the haill particular 
town and lands of ye samen; All and haill the 
lands of Pittendreich; All and haill the teind 
scheaves of the foresaid lands lyand within 
the parish of Aberchirder and Sheriffdom of 
Banff; also the haill lands of the barony of 
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Fiddes, coprehenden ye par t icular town and 
lands lyand within the Sheriffdom of Aber-
deen; All and haill the town and lands of Tur-
tories, the lands of Ardfour with the mylne, 

mylne lands and sequells of the samen ; also 
the lands of Auchinachie. &c., with the perti-
nents lyand within the Sheriffdom of Banff. 
Also they possessed the vicarages and advow-
sons of Forg and Inverkeithney." 

While the Crichtons were entering into the 
legal and political battles of the period, their 
estates by plunder, fire, and otherwise were 
melting away. James Crichton of Frendraught 
appears in 1641 to have resigned practically 
his whole lands in favour of James Crichton, 
jun., who was created Viscount Frendraught 
in 1642. The estates of Kinnairdy, Netherdale 
and Pittendreigh, all in the parish of Mar-
noch, had been purchased by Sir James Crich-
ton from Robert Innes of Innes in 1627 and in 
1647 John Gregory, minister of Drumoak, the 
ancestor of the famous Gregorys, attached the 
lands of Kinnairdy and Netherdale by an ac-
tion of appraising, the then legal method of 
a t taching land for debt. In 1653 the attach-
ment was made final and these lands passed 
absolutely from the Crichtons to the Gregorys. 

Pittendreigh was t ransferred to Lord Oli-
phant and Dame Marjory Crichton, his wife, 
in 1646, when the lands of Pit tendreigh were 
created into a Barony, to be called the Barony 
of Oliphant. 

The lands of Bognie, pa r t of Frendraught 
estate, were wadset in 1635 for 10,000 merks to 
Morison of Bognie, who took possession. By 
the appraising in 1647 Gregory of Kinnairdie 
had also attached the lands of Frendraught , 
including the reversion of Bognie, and in 1673 
he conveyed his r ights in Bognie and Fren-
draught proper to George Morison of Bognie, 
who about this time married the widow of the 
second Viscount Frendraught . The estate of 
Frendraught proper still remains the pro-
perty of the Morisons of Bognie. 

The last possession of the Crichtons in this 
pa r t of the country appears to have been the 
estate of Auchingoul in Inverkeithny parish, 

The first Viscount appears to have resided at 
Auchingoul and probably built a house there. 
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At any rate, the carved stone now at Marnoch 
Lodge, which stone is again referred to, was 
found a t Auchingoul. This estate appears to 
have escaped the general appraisement of the 
lands in 1647 and came into the hands of 
George Crichton of Auchingoul. the descendant 
of a brother of the first Viscount. In 1699, this 
George Crichton of Auchingoul, described as 
apparent heir to the Viscount of Frendraught, 
raised an action against Dame Marjory Sea-
ton, the former Viscount's relict, to have her 
removed from the fortalice and tower of Fren-
draught with the yards and park which Dame 
Marjory was then occupying. After the case 
had been several times under consideration iu 
the Court of Session without a definite deci-
sion, the matter was settled extrajudicially, 
for in the same year George Crichton of Auch-
ingoul married Dame Marjory Seaton. 

In the "Juridical Review" of 1921 there ap-
peared a poem entitled "The Ballad o' the Twa 
Courts." This ballad, which appears worthy 
of fu r ther circulation, so aptly hits off the 
litigation and its results that I propose here 
to repeat the ballad, which is as follows:— 

The Ballad o' the Two Courts. 

The Laird o' Lappit was a man 
O' miekle guids an' gear; 
But aye when wealth cam till his han' 

He added acres to his lan', 
Wi' kittle deal an ' crooked plan 

He made his titles clear: 
He dreamed o' them, he schemed for them. 
He pondered nicht an ' day, 
He saw his name a weel-kent word 
Frae Donside to the Spey. 
There was ae green, weel-buskit knowe 
He choosed to ca' his a in ; 
The widow Wimple she did vow 
Her crap o' kail thereon should grow, 
Nor laird nor loon she would allow 
To hold her title vain. 
He thrawed wi' her, he lawed wi' her, 
And yet they wouldna gree; 
'Twas then the Courts kenned to their cost 
The Lappit-Wimple plea. 
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Fu' mony a lawyer entered in, 
Wi' wits a ' sharpened rarely ; 
But soon they left their sense ahin". 
Mang names obscure and next o' kin, 
Till e'en the judges' wigs grew thin 
Wi' thinking late and early. 
They wrocht a t it, they focht a t it, 
Wi' quibbles, quirks, an ' quills; 
The lawyer's ladies got new goons, 
The Laird he got new bills! 

They burrowed deep in buiks o' lear ' 
To aid their meditat ion; 
But "Fountainhal l" ' twas vain to speir, 
"Stair 's Inst i tutes" made naething clear, 
Some grained tha t weary case to hear . 
Some slept oot their vexation. 
They thrashed a t it, they fashed wi' i t . 
They weighed ilk pro and con. 
The pulpit fand a text to fit. 
An' pows were wagged thereon. 

The Laird he glowered and glumshed at hame. 
When by a cronie s tappi t : 
Says he, "Ay, Laird, yon haugh ty dame 
Will ne'er foregang her fashious c la im; 
But maybe she would change her name 
Frae Wimple into Lappit . 

Mak free wi' her, and gree wi' her, 
By Lammas wha can tell. 
Tha t wee bit lan ' it micht be yours 
Forby the lady's sel'." 

Up raise the Laird wi' lichtsome hert . 
An' turned him round abou t : 
Quo" he, "Theres' comfort in t h a t a i r t 
(Though I 'm no young I 'm spruce an ' smer t ) , 
I'll pouch my pride an ' play my pa i r t . 
An' win without a doubt." 
He prigged wi' her, he jigged wi' her. 
He won her coy consent, 
An' noo ae roof-tree shelters bai th , 
They're canty an ' content. 
O ye who hearkened to my tale. 
This moral bear in mind: 
When i' the Court o' law ye fail. ' 
When counsel's dreich, and pleas a re stale. 
Jus t bid the Court of Love "All ha i l ! " 
And it may prove mai r kind. 
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Its joys are sweet—tak' nae defeat, 
And maybe, sune or late, 
Dame Fortune may bestow on you 
The Laird o' Lappit's fate. 

Auchingoul remained in the hands of the 
Crichtons for another half century. The Laird 
of Auchingoul had been gradually getting into 
debt and he "came out" with Prince Charlie 
in the 'Forty-five Rebellion. His lands were 
attached for debt in 1750 and passed to the 
Earl of Fife. 

In Subsequent Years. 
James Crichton and bis son young Viscount 

Frendraught were a t first on the Covenanters' 
side and were with Montrose while he espoused 
the Covenant. Montrose, af ter he turned 
Royalist, visited the district in 1645 and de-
stroyed sixty ploughs belonging to Viscount 
Frendraught, with all the moveable property 
in the parishes of Inverkeithny, Forgue and 
Drumblade. 

Subsequently, Viscount Frendraught became 
an ardent Royalist. He was in Montrose's com-
pany when he left Orkney in April 1650. Mont-
rose crossed to the mainland and was march-
ing South expecting in Caithness, Sutherland 
and Ross willing recruits. He reached Dornoch 
but found himself unsupported. The Earl of 
Sutherland mustered his men—joined by Col. 
Strachan, while Leslie was also approaching. 
Within two hours the army of Montrose was 
exterminated at Invercarron. Young Fren-
draught, though severely wounded, insisted on 
Montrose taking his horse and endeavouring 
to escape, but Montrose was taken prisoner 
within three days and removed first to Ard-
vrack Castle on Loch Assynt. His subsequent 
tr ial and execution are matters of history. 

Viscount Frendraught, severely wounded, 
having received eight or nine dangerous 
wounds, was taken prisoner, and carried to 
Dunrobin Castle, the residence of his uncle, the 
Earl of Sutherland, and, according to "Doug 
las' Peerage," died there a Roman death. This 
however, is not the case; as we learn from the 
following minute in the Presbytery of Turriff, 
before which body he was summoned to give 
an account of his grievous backsliding at 
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Invercarron:—"At Turriff , 16 December, 1550. 
Compeired James, Viscount Frendraught , and 
produced ane reference f rom the Commis-
sioners of the General Assembly of the date at 
Stirling, 1650, by which he was referred to the 
Presbytery of Sutherland, where be should 
happen to reside, to conferre and deal with 
him, and try his repentance for his manifold 
defections from the cause and Covenant, his 
carriage, &c., and report. He produced also 
ane very honest testimony of his unfeigned 
sorrow for his defections, and of his Christian 
carriage in the Presbytery of Sutherland." A 
committee of the Presbytery was appointed to 

conferre with his Lordship. . . . They found 
him more nor ordinarie humbled, and .sorrow-
fu l lor his sinful courses, he had taken agains t 
the cause and covenant of God. They found 
him a reformed man, and t h a t he had re-
formed all his family, and in a word had 
given them such contentment and sat isfaction 
to the rejoicing of their hearts , as with a good 
conscience they might recommend him to the 
commission of the Kirk. This recommenda-
tion was successful, and in the session records 
of Forgue there is the following minute:—"3 
October 1651. It is ordained by uniform con-
sent of the ministers and elders, t h a t my Lord 
Crichton being again received into the Kirk, 
be again admitted an elder." So Douglas' 
account of his Lordship's Roman death must 
be exchanged for the less romantic one of 
dying in his bed a reformed man and an elder 
of the kirk. 

After the Restoration an Act of Par l iament , 
s i t t ing a t Edinburgh, was passed concerning 
James, Viscount of Frendraught , on 16th 
J a n u a r y 1661, an act in favour of Robert Spens 
and others, servants of James, Viscount of 
Frendraught on 8th March 1661, and on 18th 
April of the same year an act was passed 
l iberating the Burgh of Aberdeen from pay-
ment of the debts of the Viscount of Fren-
draught . 

James, first Viscount Frendraught , was twice 
married. His first wife was Margaret Leslie, 
daughter of the Earl of Leven, by whom he 
had an only daughter Janet , to whom in 1646 
he conveyed the lands of Comistie, Ashalloch, 
Cranloch, Templelands, &c. 
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His second wife was Marion Irvine, daughter 
of .Sir Alexander Irvine of Drum, by whom he 
had two sons—James, Second Viscount Fren-
draught and Lewis, Fourth Viscount. 

James, Second Viscount Frendraught, mar-
ried Christian Urquhart , daughter of Alex-
ander Urquhart of Cromarty. This lady was 
the widow of Lord Rutherford and af ter the 
Viscount's death she was married to George 
Morison of Bognie. 

William, Third Viscount, died unmarried in 
1686 and was succeeded in the title by his 
uncle Lewis, Fourth Viscount. Lewis went to 
France to join King James II., for which, he 
was at tainted. 

In Chambers' "Domestic Annals" we read—"In 
Stirling Castle lay, in 1692, the Viscount Fren-
draught , and having only five hundred merks 
per annum Scots (about £34) it was of import-
ance that his wife should be allowed to come 
and live with him, \instead of requiring a se-
parate maintenance, to so low an ebb had the 
once flourishing house of Frendraught 
reached." He died in 1698 without issue and 
survived by his wife Marjory Seaton above 
mentioned. 

In regard to the then position of the family, 
Dr Temple writes—"With Lewis, IV. Viscount, 
ended the connection of the Crichtons of Crich-
ton and Frendraught with Forgue, a family 
that had been Lords paramount of that parish 
for more than three hundred years. But the 
woe of the old poet, Tristis et infelix et semper 
inhospita turris, was heavy upon them. Their 
house was left unto them desolate, and a t the 
present day the name of Crichton has all but 
ceased in Forgue. They all sleep, the whole 
generations of them, in nameless graves, for 
no one can point to the grave of a Crichton. 
As was said of the proud Comyns, Earls of 
Buchan, that there was no memorial left them 
in the land, save the orisons of the monks of 
Deer, so of the Crichtons of Frendraught there 
is no memorial left of them in their native 
parish, save the sacred vessels in use at- the 
present day in the kirk of Forgue." 

A Stone at Marnoch Lodge. 
In addition to the plate presented to Forgue 

Church, James Crichton of Frendraught also 
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presented silver Communion plate to the 
Churches of Inverkeithny and Aberchirder 
(Marnoch). 

There is built into the outbuildings a t Mar-
noch Lodge, belonging to T. E. Griffith, Esq.. a 
stone which has an int imate association with 
the Crichtons of Frendraught . 

The stone is about feet in height and is of 
hard grey sandstone and in good preservation. 
I t is in the form of a t r iangle and contains a 
monogram which a t first sight looks as if the 
letters M and F were conjoined. The mono-
gram actually should be read as follows: The 
two upright legs of the letter M stand for 
-James 1st, the inside of t h a t letter V for Vis-
count and F for Frendraught , while the ini-
tials of his wife, Marion Irvine, a re also in-
cluded. Over the monogram is a crown and 
on the top of the stone is a dragon's head— 
the crest of the Crichtons. The stone is edged 
with a very fine scroll ornamenta t ion . 

The stone had originally occupied a promi-
nent place, probably over a dormer window in 
Auchingoul House, which, as I have said, was 
the residence or the first Viscount Fren-
draught. When this house became ruinous the' 
stone was laid against the wall surrounding 
the garden of the f a rm dwelling-house a t 
Mains of Auchingoul. This wall in turn be-
came ruinous and when a new tenant , James 
G. Thomson, entered the f a rm a few years ago, 
the buildings were put in order. Mr Thomson 
found the stone and as he evidently considered 
i t worth preserving, he carted i t over to Mar-
noch Lodge, where it lay for about a year . Mr 
Griffith' decided to renew the old f a rm stead-
ing belonging to the Lodge and thought it a 
suitable opportunity to get the stone used or-
namentally—which was done by building the 
stone into a prominent and suitable portion of 
the first floor of the centre outhouse at Mar-
noch Lodge. I t is very fo r tuna te indeed tha t 
this beautiful stone should have been pre-
served. I t should be safe in its present posi-
tion for another century. 

So f a r as I can ascertain, the- only other 
carved stone relat ing to the Crichtons is on a 
slab; embellished with a carving of the Crich-
ton Arms; initialled I. C. and dated 1636, 
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which is upon the belfry of the old Kirk at 
Inverkeithny. The other initials on the old 
belfry a re M. R. I . These relate to Mr Robert 
Irvine, the then minister of the parish, who, 
according to the Presbytery Book of Strath-
bogie, "was admonished concerning his expres-
sion through the defect of want of teeth." Al-
though his brethren were in opposition, the 
parishioners were on his side. They gave him 
a good character and testified that he not only 
attended to his pastoral duties but "kept 
home and did not gad abroad." 

The Crichtons of Frendraught were buried 
in an aisle in the old Church a t Forgue but no 
tombstone has survived to mark the spot, and 
the two carved stones above mentioned are 
their only memorials in stone. 

Theme of Many Writers. 
The Burning of Frendraught has been a 

theme for many writers. Some assume guilt 
on the par t of Sir James Crichton and his 

lady; some hint t ha t they were guilty, while 
others give a verdict of not proven. There is 

no doubt but tha t the Gordons considered the 
Laird and Lady responsible and even 15 years 
af ter the event the then Marquis of Huntly 
refused to be reconciled to Viscount Fren-
draught . 

Mr Chambers, in his "Domestic Annals," 
seems to sum up the position fairly accur-
ately when he writes:—"Suspicion formed two 
theories regarding the cause of the fire of 
Frendraught . The first was, tha t the Laird 
had wilfully set fire to the tower, for the pur-
pose of destroying- the young Laird of Rothie-
may. The other was, that it originated in the 
revengeful feelings of the Laird of Pitcaple. 

In the first theory there is extremely little 
probability. First, it could not have been 
premeditated; because the circumstance of 
Frendraught being accompanied home that 
day by Aboyne and Rothiemay, was entirely 
accidental. In the second place, there was no 
reason for Frendraught being inclined to mur-
der Rothiemay, except that he grudged the 
payment of the fifty thousand merks to his 
mother; while there was every reason for his 
being inclined rather to befriend a youth 
whom he had already injured by occasioning 
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the death of his fa ther . In the th i rd place, all 
Frendraught 's family papers, with much gold 
and silver both in money and plate, were con-
sumed in the fire. And, in the four th place, it 
is extremely improbable t h a t any man of his 
rank should commit so deliberate and so atro-
cious an act of villainy. On the other hand, i t 
seems by no means improbable tha t Pitcaple 
should have caused fire to be set to his 
enemy's house; a mode of reprisal which had 
been practised in the same district by a 
gentleman of only the preceding age. Pit-
caple's men, moreover, had been heard to de-
clare an intention of a t tempt ing some such 
enterprise against Frendraught ; as was 
proved on the t r ia l of a gentleman of the 
name of .Meldrum, who was apprehended, con-
demned, and executed for his alleged accession 
to their conspiracy." 

The fire is the subject of two poems by the 
Latin poet Arthur Johnston, entitled "Querela 
Sophiae Hayae Dominae do Melgein de morte 

mar i t i " and "De Joanne Gordonio vice-comite 
de Melgein et Joanne Gordonio de Rothiemay 
in arce Frendriaca combustis." 

There are also two Ballads which appear in 
a Book of Scottish Ballads published in 1875 by 
Alexander Whitelaw. The first Ballad is old— 
the second is comparatively modern. The older 
ballad is as follows:— 

The eighteenth of October, 
A dismal tale to hear. 

How good Lord John and Rothiemay 
Were both burnt in the fire. 

When steeds were saddled, and weel bridled. 
And ready for to ride, 

Then out came she and fause Frendraught , 
Inviting them to bide. 

Said, "Stay this nicht until ye sup. 
The morn unt i l ye dine; 

'Twill be a token of gude greement., 
'Twixt your good lord and mine." 

"We'll turn again," said good Lord John. 
But, "No," said Rothiemay; 

"My steed's t rapann 'd ; my bridle's broken; 
I fear this day I 'm fey.' ' 
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When mass was sung, and bells were rung. 
And all men bound for bed. 

Then good Lord John and Rothiemay 
In one chamber were laid. 

They had not long cast off their clothes. 
And were but new asleep, 

When the weary smoke began to rise. 
Likewise the scorching heat. 

"O waken, waken, Rothiemay, 
O waken, brother dear; 

And turn ye to our Saviour; 
There is strong treason here!" 

When they were dressed in their clothes. 
And ready for to boune, 

The doors and windows were all secured, 
The roof-tree burning down. 

He did him to the wire window. 
As fas t as he could gang, 

Says, "Wae to the hands put in the stancheons, 
For out we'll never win!" 

When he stood a t the wire window, 
Most doleful to be seen, 

He did espy her, Lady Frendraught, 
Who stood upon the green. 

Cried, "Mercy, mercy! Lady Frendraught, 
Will ye not sink with sin? 

For first your husband kill'd my father , 
And now you burn his son!" 

O then out spoke her, Lady Frendraught, 
And loudly did she cry, 

" I t were great pittie for good Lord John, 
But none for Rothiemay. 

But the keys are casten in the deep draw-well, 
Ye cannot get away!" 

The reek i t rose, and the flame it flew. 
The fire augmented high, 

Until it came to Lord John's chamber window. 
And the bed wherein he lay. 

He lookit east, he lookit west, 
To see if any help was nigh; 

At length his little page he saw. 
Who to his lord did loudly cry. 

"Oh, loup! oh, loup! my dear master; 
Oh, loup! and come to me: 

I'll catch you in my armis two; 
One foot I will not flee. 
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"Oh, loup! oh, loup! my dear mas ter 
Though the window's dreigh and h igh ; 

I ' l l catch you in my a rmis two; 
But Rothiemay may lie!" 

"The fish shall swim the flood nae mail", 
Nor the corn grow through the clay. 

Ere the fiercest fire t h a t ever was kindled, 
Twine me and Rothiemay. 

"But I cannot loup, I cannot come, 
I cannot win to thee; 

My heid's las t in the wire-window. 
And my feet 's burning f r a e me! 

"My eyes a re seething in my head, 
My flesh roast ing also; 

My bowels a re boiling with my blood; 
I 'm sinking in the low! 

"Take here the r ings f r ae my white fingers, 
That are sae long and small ; 

And give them to my lady fa i r , 
Where she sits in her hall. 

" I cannot loup, I cannot come, 
I cannot loup to thee; 

My earthly p a r t is all consumed, 
My spirit but speiks thee!" 

Wringing her hands, tear ing her ha i r , 
His lady she was seen; 

Who thus address'd his servant Gordon, 
As he stude on the green. 

"O wae be to you, George Gordon, 
An ill death may you dee! 

Sae safe and sound as ye s tand there, 
And my lord bereaved from me!" 

" I bade him loup, I bade him come, 
I bade him loup to me; 

I'd catch him in my armis two, 
A foot I should not flee. 

"He threw me the rings f rom his white fingers, 
Which were sae long and small, 

To give to you his lady fa i r , 
Where you sit in your hall ." 

Sophia Hay, Sophia Hay, 
O bonnie Sophia was her name, 

Her waiting maid put on her clothes, 
But I wat she tore them off again. 
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And a f t she cried, "Alas! alas! 
A sair hear t ' s ill to win; 

I wan a sair hear t when I married him; 
And this day its weel returned again." 
The modern ballad is entitled "Frennet 

Hall," and is in the following terms:— 
Frennet Hall. 

When Frennet Castle's ivied walls, 
Through yellow leaves were seen, 

When birds forsook the sapless boughs, 
And bees the faded green; 

Then Lady Frennet, vengefu' dame, 
Did wander f r ae the ha' , 

To the wide forest's dewie gloom, 
Among the leaves that fa ' . 

Her page, the swiftest of her t rain. 
Had clumb a lofty tree, 

Whase branches to the angry blast 
Were soughing mournfullie. 

He turn 'd his een towards the path, 
That near the castle lay, 

Where good Lord John and Rothiemay 
Were riding down the brae. 

Swift dar ts the eagle through the sky, 
When prey beneath is seen; 

As quickly he forgot his hold. 
And perch't upon the green. 

"O hie thee, hie thee lady gay, 
Frae this dark wood awa'! 

Some visitors of gallant mien 
Are hasting to the ha' ." 

Then round she row'd her silken plaid, 
Her feet she didna spare. 

Until she left the forest's skirts. 
A long bow-shoot and mair. 

"O where, O where, my good Lord John, 
O tell me where ye ride? 

Within my castle-wall this nicht, 
I hope ye mean to bide. 

"Kind nobles, will ye but alicht, 
In yonder bower to stay, 

Soft ease shall teach you to forget, 
The hardness of the way." 
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"Forbear entreaty, gentle dame. 
How can we here remain ? 

Full well ye know your husband deir. 
Was by my fa the r slain : 

"The thoughts of which with fell revenge. 
Within your bosom swell; 

Enraged you've sworn tha t blood for blood 
Should this black passion quell." 

"O fear not, fear not, good Lord John , 
That I will you betray. 

Or sue requital for a debt. 
Which nature cannot pay. 

"Bear witness, a ' ye powers on h igh! 
Ye lichts t h a t 'gin to shine! 

This nicht shall prove the sacred cord. 
That knits your fa i th and mine." 

The lady slie, with honey'd words, 
Enticed th i r youths to s tay; 

But the morning sun ne'er shone upon 
Lord John and Rothiemay. 
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