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Castle were lucidly described by Dr Douglas 
Simpson, Librarian of Aberdeen University. 

Thereafter the party visited the site of the 
original Glenlivet Distillery. Captain Smith 
Grant of Minmore gave an interesting account 
of the foundation of the famous distillery iu 
1824 and its subsequent history. 

The company then proceeded to Drumin 
Castle, whose history and architecture were 
fully described by Dr Douglas Simpson. The 
members and their frieuds continued their 
journey to Tomintoul along the lovely banks 
of the A'an. A sumptuous tea was provided 
in the Gordon Arms Hotel. Sheriff More, who 
presided, conveyed hearty thanks to Dr 
Douglas Simpson and to the others who had 
helped to arrange a very successful and en-
joyable meeting. 

At an ordinary meeting held on the 10th No-
vember, Mr William Smith, solicitor, Banff, 
read a paper on The Burning of Frendraught. 
The writer traced the history of the family of 
Crichton—the then proprietors of Frendraught 
—who at one time owned the greater part of 
the land in the parishes of Forgue, Inverkeith-
nie and Marnoch. The only memorials left of 
them now are the sacred vessels they pre-
sented to the Church of Forgue. The paper, 
being or local interest, was listened to with 
r ap t attention by a large audience. 

The report was approved. 
The Treasurer, Mr Braid, presented the fin-

ancial report for the year. The period began 
with a balance on hand of £220 7s, and ended 
with a balance on hand of £220 13s. The pro-
vision of the year's Transactions and of spe-
cial booklets cost £25 13s, and members' sub-
scriptions amounted to £18 10s. The member-
ship is—3 life, 6 honorary, and 88 ordinary. 
The statement was considered very satisfac-
tory, and Mr Braid was thanked for all the -
care he had exercised iu his office. 

All the office-bearers of the Club were re-
elected. 

Mr Wm. Barclay contributed a paper on per-
sons, families, and institutions belonging to or 
associated with Alvah, together with historical 
notes on the parish, and the warm thanks ot 
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the meeting were conveyed to him by the pre-
sident. Mr Barclay said:— 

IN ALVAH. 
I t was, perhaps, not inappropr ia te tha t the 

little journey t h a t had as its fa r thes t limit the 
Kirk and Kirkyard of Alvah should have been 
made on an afternoon in Holy Week. I t was 
the first day of April. The equinox had passed 
but the gale tha t blew through a cold, f rosty, 
brilliant sunshine seemed to be of quite equin-
octial strength, and, when the sun had gone 
somewhat along its westering course the chill 
of the atmosphere would not have done dis-
credit to February. The way, however, was 
through the wooded grounds of Duff House, 
and a t most points a gra teful shelter and pro-
tection were provided. The trees were still for 
the most pa r t bare and g a u n t a f t e r the bi t ter 
experiences of a winter t h a t had been pro-
longed well into spring. Few buds were to be 
seen, and- almost the only greenery t h a t 
brightened the way, certainly the most f rag-
rant , was to be found in the spreading 
branches of the spruce and in the clumps of 
bright rhododendron; snowdrops by the way-
side told none the less of the t u rn of the year 
and of how the sun was beginning to exercise 
a t least some influence on a- responding vege-
tation. 

Duff House you see through the trees. I t has 
been several things in its day and is again a t 
the moment vacant. On the other side the 
wooded park is overlooked by the fine houses 
t h a t adorn the Sandyhill Road.. P leasant 
stretches of the river a re illumined by the 
sun; Kirkside lies agreeably by the th i ther 
side of the stream, and beyond i t and above it 
are the wooded heights of Montcoffer. 

An Altar Tomb. 
You pass the mausoleum, now closed, built 

by the second Earl of Fife in 1790, but ere you 
do pass it you look no doubt a t the fine old 
monument tha t is built in to the south wall, 
consisting of an arch over a n a l t a r tomb, 
with recumbent figure of a Knight in full 
plate armour, an effigy now believed to be t h a t 
of Provost Douglas, who was the leader of the 
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Covenanters in Banff, and as such lives in 
local history. An influential man in his day 
was this Dr Douglas, not the less so, perhaps, 
from the fact tha t he married the widow of 
Alexander Craig of Rosecraig, a Banff man 
who accompanied James VI. to London, and in 
the capacity of a Court Poet, .got an annual 
g ran t of £400 Sc. "upon consideration of the 
gude, trew, and thankfull service done to his 
Grace"; who in his retirement lived on his 
property of Rosecraig, a t the northern ex-
tremity of the grounds of Banff Castle; he-
came a Bailie of his native town, died there 
about 1625, and was buried under his pew in 
tha t ancient church of Banff that stands in 
ruins in the old churchyard. Dr Douglas, who 
married his widow and whose effigy we are 
now possibly looking on, is described by the 
Parson of Rothiemay as the chief ringleader 
and agent of the Covenanters, and it has been 
alleged, indeed, tha t it was he who brought 
Munro to Banff in 1640 when the town was 
pitifully plundered, a process that was com-
pleted the following year when, in turn, Mon-
trose visited the town, and so sacked it tha t 
there were "no merchant's goods nor gear 
left ." Parson Gordon tells us that Douglas 
"gott into much credite with his tounsmen 
. . . t ha t he . . . came to be provost of 
Banfe oftner than any man ther." That as 
may be. At all events he had not a peaceful 
end, for one day when he was returning from 
the Court-room—among other offices that lie 
held was tha t of Sheriff, although not the 
office understood by the term to-day—he was 
stabbed by a man who was selling peats in 
the street. The murderer, we are told, mounted 
the horse tha t had carried his peats, galloped 
up the ascent tha t we know as the Strait 
Path, and making his escape, was never heard 
of again. 

Exit Provost Alexander Douglas. You may 
read a great deal of him should you care to 
look up the ancient records of Banff, and in 
the old churchyard of the town as well or at 
the mausoleum here you may discover some-
thing of his memorials. At the mausoleum 
also you will find an inscription on the sub-
ject of "a monastery of the holy brethren of 
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Mount Carmel," but t h a t opens up a large 
mat te r of inquiry as to site and other details 
and into that avenue we decline on the pre-
sent occasion to he beguiled. Below the mauso-
leum is St Mary's Well, hut t h a t we do not see 
from this vantage point. 

Mount Carmel. 
Soon we come, or. the left, to the eminence 

known as Mount Carmel, a conical hill covered 
with trees and with a small summer-house on 
the top. We have heard , and we simply pass 
i t on, t h a t the hill was par t ly made f rom bas-
kets of sand carried there by penitents. If i t 
be so, then the penitents among "the holy 
brethren of Mount Carmel" must have been 
very numerous or their t ransgressions must 
have been very great . Also to the lef t is a 
narrow roadway t h a t takes you to the houses 
a t the Wrack, and you go on for another short 
mile to where the road forks. About the 
point where i t divides is a tree s tanding alone, 
a "wishing t ree" many of us have doubtless 
heard i t called; it is a t all events a shapely 
specimen of the Californian fir, Wellingtonia 
gigantea, and one can well believe t h a t under 
its spreading branches u t terance has been 
given to many aspirations, whether to be real-
ised or not is of course a different mat te r . 

A short descent to the left takes us to the 
Bridge of Alvah, whose gracefu l arch, built by 
the second Lord Fife in 1772, and the gorge it 
spans, walled by huge perpendicular rocks, 
have been known throughout the years as 
among the most picturesque spots over a wide 
area . I t has provided inspiration for the pens 
of poets not a few, but for the present we for-
bear, in the knowledge t h a t were some speci-
mens to he given there a re others to whose 
appeals one could not well be irresponsive. 
One circumstance, however, may be taken as 
assured, t ha t the str iking beauty of the scene 
here and all around has certainly deserved all 
the praise t h a t has been bestowed upon i t with 
such generous hands by those endowed with 
the sense of beauty and of appeal. One excep-
tion we make. I t is one of the most recent of 
all these many poetical efforts. I t came from 
the pen of J . Mackenzie Grant, and speaks not 
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only of the Bridge of Alvah but of that larger 
run of the river "Where Deveron flows from 
Alvah to the sea"— 
By running stream full oft I've wandered f a r ; 

By lordly Spey's swift waters, and where Dee 
Comes flowing crystal pure past proud Brae-

m a r ; 
But aye to me the dearest spot shall be 

Where Deveron flows from Alvah to the sea. 
Eich is the birch on Ballindalloch braes 

And huge the pine that clothes Ben Aigen's 
steeps; 

Fragran t the breeze the topmost fir tha t sways 
Round Invercauld: But dearest aye to me 

Where Deveron flows from Alvah to the sea: 
Where cliffs stand sentinel o'er the darkened 

wave, 
And f a r aloft, the tall trees towering high 

Their mirrored tresses in the current lave— 
'Tis there, when sorrow-stung, I long to flee. 

Where Deveron flows from Alvah to the sea. 
To get to our destination the road to the 

"wishing tree" is retraced. Near it, a foot-
"way between a hedge of hawthorn and a field 
in cultivation takes us to the well-known farm 
of Mill of Alvah, the tenancy of which was for 
long years identified with the name of Sim. 
You pass through the steading, and in a trice 
you are on the short, twining, steep roadway 
t h a t lauds you a t tha t physically favoured 
par t of the Hill of Alvah where the manse and 
the kirk and the kirkyard, the school, the 
schoolhouse and the playground, and a few 
other houses constitute the pretty hamlet of 
the Kirktown. As you ascended the hill you 
would have caught no doubt glimpses of In-
verichnie, Eden and other of the mansion-
houses tha t adorn this part of Lower Deveron-
side, and on looking back when half-way up 
the ascent there is had a magnificent view ol 
the Bridge. 

Parish Centres. 
Thus we have come to the Kirktown, one of 

the recognised centres of the parish. Another 
is a t Linhead, where there is also a school, 
and not f a r away from that there has been 
provided through the perseverance and pre-
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science of enterprising parishioners a fine hall 
which is discharging useful funct ions in public 
and social parochial life. I t has another 
centre, a t Rosieburn, where fo r a long series 
of years religious services have been held on 
Sunday afternoons or evenings for the con-
venience of those who live a t some distance 
from the church. In Banff the name of Rosie-
burn is very famil iar , fo r thence comes the 
larger par t of the good and abundan t water 
supply tha t satisfies the needs of the town. 
The fact is t h a t since ever the burgh depended 
for its water on springs beyond its own boun-
dar ies it has gone to Alvah for i ts supply. 
The first scheme to convey water to the town 
in pipes reached f ru i t ion in 1847 when the 
Banff Water Company was formed, and the 
water of the historic well t h a t for centuries 
has been known by the name of St Columba, 

on the f a rm of Tipperty, was then impounded 
to be conveyed to the streets of Banff, th rough 
which it continues to flow to the present day. 

St Comb's Well, however, is not Rosieburn, 
for they a re separated by a few miles, and, 
to re turn to it, one may say t h a t t o a wider 
circle the name of Rosieburn has become 
famil iar through the residence there over 
many years of a family t h a t has made itself 
impressively fel t iu the poetry of our nor thern 
area . The name of Mr John S. Rae is appended 
to many pieces t h a t sing of the beauty of na-
ture and t h a t extol the deeds of some of the 
mighty men of the land, while his daughter , 
Elsie S. Rae, the name by which we continue 
to know her most famil iar ly and with affec-
tion, has won a reputation in the same sphere 
t h a t is enthusiastically acclaimed of all. I t is 
she who has put into appealing lines some-

thing of what the Howe of Rosieburn is to her 
and to those who know best i ts physical 
charms and the haunt ing beauties of summer-
tide, and, indeed, of every "t ide" there— 

Gi'e me the hill o' Alvah 
At the waukenin' o' the year, 

Gi'e me the haughs o' Deveron 
When the simmer's heicht is here 

Gi'e me the stookit braeside 
When the year is on the wane. 

For there's nae glen sae bonnie 
As oor ain bonnie glen. 
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There's the smiddy and the schulie, 
An' j ist doon aneth the Linn, 

An' a ' the bonnie roadies 
That when young we eece tae r in; 

An' I ken there's twa that 's witin' 
That will kiss me welcome ben, 

The best twa in the warl' bides 
In oor bonnie glen, 

lnverichnie, the property of Mr E. B. Thom-
son ; Dunlugas, once again the property of the 
representative of the ancient family of Lord 
Banff; Mountblairy, in the possession of the 
family of the late Capt. A. E. Forbes Morison 
ol' Bognie and Mountblairy; Montcoffer, the 
property of her Royal Highness Princess 
Ar thur ; Rosieburn, the Gaveny Brae, Corskie, 
the Slacks of Tipperty—these and names of the 
kind recall to everyone who knows the parish 
and loves it something of its charms as well as 
of its history. 

Changes in the Parish. 
But before leaving the Rosieburn area we 

may recall some remarks that were made con-
cerning it a t a festive gathering held a t the 
fa rm of Hungryhills just thirty years ago, 
when Mr Dick, Itlaw, in replying to a toast on 
the occasion, recalled that a t the beginning of 
the century the glen of Rosieburn, now ten-
anted by pushing farmers, was a perfect hot-
bed of weavers, but that industry had gone. 
Another was also extinct, which he did not re-
gret—the distilling of whisky. The late Mr 
Morison eradicated, he believed, both its manu-
facture and the retail trade. When he, Mr 
Dick, was a boy, there was a baking establish-
ment a t Little Itlaw. That also had gone to 
its rest. The manufacture of lint, as they 
might learn from the name of a holding near 
Newton of Mountblairy, was successfully culti-
vated down to half a century ago. Tailoring 
was conducted a t two places within the bounds 
of the parish. A considerable trade was done 
by the late Mr Cormack in that line at Pole of 
Itlaw, and by Mr Morrison, at the Bog Braes. 
Tha t also had gone. They had still workers in 
wood and iron, apparently thriving. Milling 
was once a very important industry in the 
parish, but now there were only two mills. In 
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the early days of the century milling was a lso 
conducted a t Rosieburn, Mill of Mountblairy. 
and Mill of Ryland. 

Of boot-making he himself was the only re-
presentative although in his early days there 
was a considerable t rade in boot-making in the 
parish. Some of them might have seen Broger 
Eeid a t Berryhillock; some of them might re-
member Mr Grant, who worked a t the same 
calling a t or near where Mr John S. Rae was 
merchant a t Burngrains; and some of them 
might recall James Webster, bet ter known as 
the Cowie shoemaker, a good and worthy man, 
a t Fattiehead. Another son of Crispin plied his 
calling on the fa rm of Burreldales, and there-
was yet another, Mr Joss, who declared t h a t he 
had the best goods in the nor th of Scotland, 
a t Bog Braes. And now he, the speaker, was 
the only son of Crispin who paid an occasional 
visit to the parish. 

A Clergyman's Notes. 
But there were brave men before Agamemnon 

and there were poets in Alvah ere birth had 
been given to the 19th century of our era. 
George Sangster, who was minister of Alvah 
from 1776 to 1805, a mat ter of 150 years ago, 
wrote of how, as we recede from the river to-
wards the west, the country becomes more hilly 
and barren. Of these eminences, he says, one 
of the most conspicuous is the Hill of Alvah, 
which, rises from the bed of the river to a 
very great height and serves as a common 
landmark to mariners on their approach to 
the coast. With increasing eloquence he writes 
of "the majestic appearance of this mountain" 
—as a mat ter of fac t its height is j u s t 585 feet— 
a majes ty "which is somewhat increased by the 
view of the church, manse, school and the 
fa rm stead on its eastern brow." Nothing will 
content him, indeed, but to burst forth into 
song, and he seeks relief for his feelings of 
admiration in four lines of Latin, written as 
he says by an "indigenous poet," who was no 
doubt the reverend gentleman himself, in 
which if we venture on a translation he speaks 
of how "Here the mighty hill of Alvah raises 
itself to the clouds, and shows a fa r off its con-
spicuous heights. Here also the temples of the 
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gods arise, situated on a lofty hill; there rises-
up as well the home of the Muses." 

At the same time he puts on record something 
of what the parish was then, and we may turn, 
for a moment to tha t document of almost for-
gotten lore to learn the experiences of those 
who lived here all these generations ago. He 
speaks of how the Deveron "abounds with sal-
mon, trout, and eel, and is frequented by wild 
ducks, widgeons, teals, herons, etc." Turning 
to the Bridge he tells of how "about half-a-
mile below the church the river is contracted 
by two deep and rugged precipices, which are 
commonly denominated the Craigs of Alvah, 
where it measures about 50 feet in depth. The 
scenery, which is naturally bold and pictur-
esque, has been greatly embellished by its 
noble proprietor, the Earl of Fife, by thriving 
plantations and a magnificent arch which 
unites both sides of the river and forms an 
easy communication between the opposite par ts 
of his lordship's extensive park." The common 
crops of the parish then were oats, barley and 
peas, "and on some of the richer and more 
sheltered spots wheat has been tried with suc-
cess. Turnips for twenty years past have been 
sown in the fields and clover and rye grass 
have become a constant par t of the rotation. 
There a re only a few farms inclosed . . . but 
though inclosures a re not so frequent as 
might be wished the practice of herding in 
winter is general so t h a t the turnips and sown 
grasses sustain little detriment from stragg-
ling cattle." 

Old Farming Conditions. 
Our historian fur ther tells us tha t about the 

year 1747 the minister "began to bring home 
his peats in carts valued a t 4/6. Before that 
period the fuel was carried in creels and the 
corn in currachs. The straw brechem is now 
supplanted by the leather collar, and the 
rashen theets by the iron traces, and more is 
now expended on a single cart than would then 
have purchased both cart and horse." In dis-
cussing some social and family matters, our 
author has the quaint remark, on a subject ot 
which we hear a good deal in our own day, 
tha t "why the same numljer of marriages doth 
not produce an equal number of births as in 
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former years is left to more intelligent heads 
to explain." The parishioners then, as now, 
were mostly engaged in agriculture, and there 
were also "several weavers and Wrights, a few 
smiths and tailors, and often not one shoe-
maker. They are regular a t tenders of the Es-
tablished Church; nor do the Dissenters of 
whatever denomination exceed eight or ten." 
The church, according to this record, was "very 
old and in bad repair ." 

We are told as well t ha t " the wages of ser-
vants and mechanics and the price of pro-
visions have risen rapidly within these few 
years. The yearly wages of a man servant 
may be rated a t £5 or £5 10/- and of a woman 
a t £2. A labourer earns eightpence a day. 
The price of beef, mutton, poultry, etc., is 
regulated entirely by the weekly market in 
Banff." Then he passes on to the roads—"Turn-
pikes are unknown in this par t of the country 
and would undoubtedly be unacceptable a t 
first, although the experiences of their advant-
ages might in time reconcile us. I t must in-
deed be allowed tha t as the resort on our roads 
is but little they are not so necessary as on 
those tha t are more frequented." Then we 
have a reference to the well tha t gave Banff its 
first water supply from extraneous sources—"At 
the foot of the Hill of Alvah, towards the 
north, is another spring which passes by the 
name of Com's or Colm's Well, in honour very 
probably of the renowned Saint of Icolumkill." 
The antiquities of the parish he speaks of as 
being few or none, although he takes occasion 
to note tha t a t the fa rm of Bog of Mouut-
blairy were the remains of an old castle situ-
ated in a. swamp, then •overgrown with alder 
and said to have been built by an Earl of 
Buchan, and. he continues, "on an eminence 
above it, the ruins of a chapel, adjoining which 
is a well famed of old for its sovereign charms 
but now fallen into disrepute. Within these 
few years there was an iron ladle and many 
still alive remember seeing the impending tree-
boughs adorned with remains of linen and 
woollen garments, and the cistern enriched 
with farthings and boddles, the offerings and 
testimonies of grateful votaries who came from 
a f a r to this fountain of heal th." So tha t Alvah 
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itself you will recognise was a strong competi-
tor in the sphere of the holy wells of the North, 
and no doubt its parishioners had a firm belief 
in the efficacy of its sparkling waters as far 
transcending those even of such a famed spot 
as St Mary's Well a t Orton, whither to this 
day a yearly pilgrimage takes place. But for 
Alvah, doubtless, a local Jordan was endowed 
with more numerous and more powerful virtues 
than any Abana and Pharpar that might lie 
beyond Spey. 

Picturesque Scenery. 
In a little account of the parish that came 

from the pen of Dr Andrew Todd we are in-
formed of different ways in which the name 
has been spelt and we have his confession that 
af ter the most diligent inquiry he was unable 
to form any probable conjecture of its etymol-
ogical meaning. Among the natural eminences 
of the parish he includes the Hill of Maunder-
lea with the Hill of Alvah—you pass the base 
of the former on your -way to Aberchirder a 
little before you come to the school of Black-
law. Dr Todd is, however, in love with Alvah 
rather than with Maunderlea, which he dis-
misses somewhat curtly as only one of a series 
of minor elevations which, he says, give to this 
district a bleak and hilly appearance, strik-
ingly contrasted with the woodland scenery 
which adorns the sloping sides of the Hill of 
Alvah, and the rich and fertile lands which 
encircle its base. That Dr Todd was not in-
frequently on the summit of the Hill of Alvah 
is clear. That he was enchanted with what 
he saw from it is equally apparent, and small 
apology is needed for the transference here of 
the attractive word-picture which he draws. 
Prom the summit of the hill, he says, 

"The view is extensive, varied and pictur-
esque, and on an unclouded evening of sum-
mer, cannot be contemplated but with the 
most pleasing emotions. Towards the east, as 
f a r as the eye can reach, appears a large por-
tion of the level, naked, and, comparatively 
speaking, uninteresting district of Buchan, hav-
ing its otherwise monotonous aspect relieved, 
however, by the bold and projecting headlands 
of Gamrie and Troup, which rise in frowning 
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majesty along its shore; on the south is beheld 
the Doveran, flowing along between banks of 
the most fertile description, and here and there 
adorned with gentlemen's seats embowered 
amid thriving plantations, and the well-known 
mountains of Benachie, the Buck of the Cab-
rach, and fa r ther to the south-west Ben Rinnes, 
appear ing with imposing dignity along the line 
of the distant horizon. Looking in the direction 
of the north, the spectator beholds spread out, 
as it were, on a map below him, the pictur-
esque and highly-embellished scenery amid 
which stands conspicuous, Duff House, the 
classic and magnificent mansion of the Earl of 
Fife, the Doveran winding amid the surround-
ing woods in many a tor tuous maze as if loth 
to quit so fa i r a scene, and a t length flowing 
into the ocean a t Banff, which together with 
the adjoining bay, is from this eminence dis-
tinctly visible; while f a r in the west and north-
west, are seen relieved against the evening sky, 
the fantast ic forms of the Caithness hills, be-
hind which the sun is sett ing, and is throw-
ing a par t ing gleam of molten gold across the 
broad bosom of the Moray Fir th , the whole of 
which is stretched out before the spectator in 
mellow and unbroken repose, save where here 
and there is espied the white sail of some dis-
t an t vessel." 

So we close the brief quotation. I think 
you will agree tha t Dr Todd in penning such 
an agreeable picture as seen f rom the summit 
of the hill near the base of which he lived 
for so many years reveals the hear ty affection 
he felt for his own beaut iful surroundings. 
He notices also the Bridge of Alvah, which he 
describes as "a majest ic a rch ." "The whole 
scene," he adds, "is of a solemn and secluded 
nature, and the sounds which most frequently 
break in on its gloomy stillness are the scream 
of the heron and the hoarse note of the 
raven." When the river in in flood and the 
swollen waters of the tortured stream break 
through the entrance of the gorge above the 
bridge, a scene is presented, he says, "of such 
mingled beauty and horror that , to convey an 
adequate conception of it, might require the 
combined powers of a Claude and a Salvator." 

One matter he mentions is tha t an engraving 
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of the bridge was printed in the Annual for 
1832 known as Friendship's Offering, a publica-
tion of a kind tha t was very popular in the 
period, and copies of which no doubt all of us 
have seen. In a little book tha t I happen to 
have and tha t was picked up in Elgin, en-
titled Summer Excursions in the Neighbour-
hood of Banff, published by James Imlach in 
1843, and described as the work of a Deveron-
side Poet there appears a beautiful engraving 
of the Bridge, drawn by W. Purser, engraved 
by R. Brandard, and published by Smith, 
Elder & Co. I t accompanies a poem to which 
the quality of genius probably may not with 
appropriateness be applied so tha t I venture to 
trouble you with only one verse, from which 
you may judge of its two and twenty stanzas. 
These lines describe the scene in a thunder-
storm "when midnight tempest raves"— 
"The restless demon of the water growls, 
The full dominion of his empire claiming; 
Amongst the stooping trees the wild storm 

howls; 
Each vivid flash the livid cloud is seaming, 
And on the cavern's tortured waters gleaming! 
Still, peal on peal, the deep-voiced thunders 

b ray ; 
The death-bird 'mongst the beetling rocks is 

screaming— 
Heardst thou tha t crash?—Some toppling crag 

gives way! 
The quaking soul, appalled, is sinking in 

dismay." 
A Historic Document. 

One old and very interesting document con-
nected with the parish is to be found in the 
Advocates' Library a t Edinburgh, now the 
Scottish National Library, and it is fitting 
tha t to i t some reference should be made. 
There is preserved there an ancient parch-
ment in the form of a char ter of donation of 
par t of the parish of Alvah made by Marjory, 
relict of John Earl of Atholl. with consent of 
her son David, her lawful heir. This transac-
tion associated with the parish brings into 
the story one of the companions of Robert the 
Bruce. The Earl of Atholl was son of t h a t 
David Earl of Atholl who, residing chiefly in. 
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England, in 1270 joined the crusade under 
Louis IX. of France. He landed with the ex-
pedition in Africa, where he died of the plague 
a t Carthage in August of the same year, his 
remains being brought home to Scotland. He 
was succeeded by his son John, of whom we 
speak. He was brought up by his step-father 
Alexander Balliol and was present when the 
short-lived King John Balliol did homage to 
the English King in December 1292. He joined 
tha t Scottish a rmy which, -under the Earl of 
Buchan and other leaders, invaded England, 
an a rmy tha t was defeated a t Dunbar in 
April 1296, when the Earl was taken prisoner 
from the Castle of Dunbar and sent to the 
Tower. After a year 's imprisonment he was 
set free to serve King Edward in Flanders, 

he was for some years a high official in Scot-
land under King Edward but in 1306 he joined 
Robert Bruce, who was his brother-in-law, in 
a rising against England. He took p a r t in 
the coronation of Bruce, was taken prisoner 
a f te r the bat t le of Methven, and was hanged 
a t London in November 1306 on a gallows 
th i r ty feet higher than ordinary, a mocking 
t r ibute to his royal descent. He marr ied Mar-
jory, daughter of Donald 10th Earl of Mar, 
and a f te r his execution, she as a ransom for 
his soul gave the blessed Virgin Mary, to God, 
and to the Abbot of Cupar the r ight of pat-
ronage of the Kirk of Alvah, with the whole 
lands of Kirktown of Alvah, next the Kirk. 

This reference to the char ter which is dated 
Aberbrothwick, 1314, and to its donor, is made 
chiefly for the purpose of noting the a t tempt 
of Dr Todd to identify some of the places t h a t 
are mentioned in it . There is a reference in 
i t to Stanemannishead, extending on the north 
to the ancient town-lands of Banff and identi-
fied with what in la ter years was known as 
Craighead. I t may have been si tuated on the 
north-eastern angle of the fa rm of Wardend, 
passing thence to the Deveron in the direction 
of the upper end of the Deer Park . The Meir-
burn is spoken of and t h a t was the name 
formerly given to the small s t ream which 
flows between tlhe f a rms of Mill of Alvah and 
Clayfolds. Ascending this streamlet there 
were reached Blackbank and Fowlfurd, places 
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now unknown by these names, but which must 
have stood on the same burn a little below the 
manse. Far ther up lies Knokkne, a place 
which less than a century ago still retained 
its ancient name. From this we are directed 
by the terms of the charter to ascend the 
stream which flows from what bore the agree-
able name of the Claret Well until we come to 
the road ascending to Slakmethy, a name that 
is now forgotten. A hundred years ago the 
Claret Well was still known by tha t name and 
the stream tha t flows from it is only the 
upper end of the Meirburn. The road ascend-
ing southward to Slackmethy is identified as 
the road ascending "to the place now called 
Berryhillocks," and the descent from thence 
to Slackmethy must be the continuation of 
the same slack to the place now called 
Kemplemire. 

From the well a t Slackmethy (Kemplemire) 
the charter directs us to follow the stream to 
its junction, a t Redbank, with the torrent 
which flows into Doveran. "Redbank must be 
identified with Path-head, and the torrent 
passing this and flowing into Doveran is the 
b u m of Stonylea. Ascending this burn, as 
directed [by the charter] we arrive a t Ranate-
hillock, a place which probably corresponds 
with what is now called Ranald's Hillock, 
situated on the same burn a little below 
Bythestown. Far ther up we come to the 

Crukit-hillock, a name which, altogether now 
lost, is quite descriptive of the Broom-hillock 
below Firfolds. Still far ther up is Scurryford, 
which is probably the place where an old 
Toad now crosses the marshy hollow north-
west of Bythestown, near the Slacks. We are 
next directed to ascend to the Greit Slack and 
Rishypannis. The Greit Slack is. no doubt, the 
Slacks of Tipperty, which commence immedi 
ately above the supposed locality of Scurry-
ford. Rishypannis or Rishypans is a name not 
uncommon in this par t of the country, and 
probably the Rishypannis of the charter may 
have been somewhere about the lower and 
once marshy extremity of the Slacks of Tip-
perty. From these Slacks a hollow on the 
fa rm of Tipperty leads directly to the next 
station, viz., Comeswell, a well which still re-
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t a in s its ancient name. In completing the cir-
cuit , we a r e now directed to proceed from 
('omeswell to St John 's well, and Bludypotts 
and Burgusaet stains inter communam. de 
Banff et terra ecclesiastica de Alveth. The 
site of St John's well is now unknown, and 
tha t of Bludypotts can only be conjectured. 
In regard to the Burgusaet stains we have more 
certainty. One of these was dug up more than 
twenty years ago ( that is ninety years ago) 
near the wood of Bauchlaw, on the north-
east angle of the f a rm of Wardend. The let ter 
B was rudely carved on it, and t radi t ion had 
previously marked the spot where it was 
found as the point to which the Banff lands 
a t one period extended. With t rue an t iquar ian 
taste and feeling, this stone was broken down 
and employed as mater ia l for building. Near 
the place where it was discovered once stood 
a cairn known by the name of Cairnelpie, in 
removing which the f r agments of a human 
skeleton were found According to tradit ion, 
these were the remains of a person murdered 
here in former times, and as the cairn once 
stood on the margin of a deep and extensive 
pond, the place a t an ear ly period may prob-
ably have obtained the name of Bludypotts." 
"Thus," concludes the na r ra t ive in explana-
tion of the char ter , "we have arrived a t the 
place f rom which we set out, namely the 
Stanemannishead," a place a l ready identified 
with what was la ter known as Craighead. 

Such a re the contents of a document t h a t 
was executed in 1314, and surely it is of sur-
passing interest t o find t h a t places t h a t are 
mentioned in it a r e known to-day by the 
names by which they were then called- while 
the whole of them can be identified with al-
most assured accuracy. In the same way 
there is a document of the year 1410 which 
speaks of the lands of Sandhalch, although 
190 years la ter they are referred to as "terris 
de Sandlaw in parochia de Stra thavauch." In 
documents of the year 1624 we read of the 
lands of Tibbertie (Tipperty); Outlaw (Itlaw); 

Forefauldis (Firfolds); Bremlaw (Greenlaw); 
Feltiehead (Fattyhead). In documents of a 

year or two later we hear of Brockiestown. 
Kiltriè-Knock, Briggis hillock, Barbit hill, 
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Rosyburn, Nether Dachries (Deuchries), Craig-
head ot Alvah, Rylands, Blacktown, Hairwood 
hill (Herod-hill), Auchinbadie, Stanieley; and 
in 1695 of Newton de Montblairy, so that for 
centuries even Newton of Mountblairy has evi 

dently rejoiced in the description of "New." 
Owning Families. 

I t may be usefully recalled while on the sub-
ject of the parish lands that the leading heri-
tors are those represented by the Fife, For-
glen, Mountblairy and Inverichnie estates, the 
Forglen property again including in these 
lat ter days such an ancient patrimony of the 
family as the estate of Dunlugas. For some 
time the only resident owners of these estates 
have been the proprietors of the lands ot 
Mountblairy and Inverichnie, although Prin 
cess Arthur of Connaught owns Montcoffer 
House, picturesquely situated on the outskirts 
of the f ragran t Wood of Montcoffer, near the 
Bridge of Alvah. As a house much smaller 
t h a n it is to-day it was occupied by William 
Hose, factor to Lord Fife, and it was at that 
time described by Charles Burney in a letter 
to Rose as "Your Arcadian Cottage, near the 
Banks of the Deveron." It was in later years 
the residence of George Skene Duff, brother of 
the 5th Earl of Fife, who enlarged and beauti-
fied it. He was uncle of the late Duke of Fife 
and was for some time attached to the Em-
bassies a t Paris and Vienna, while from 1847 
to 1857 he was member for the Elgin Burghs, 
being succeeded by Sir Mountstuart Grant 
Duff, and from 1856 to 1871 he was Lord Lieu-
t enan t of Moray. 

Mountblairy. 
Of the two families mentioned as resident, 

the Morisons of Mountblairy struck root early 
in the Strathbogie district, where in 1640 Alex-
ander Morison, then of Bognie, we find to have 
been a man ot considerable influence. He had 
acquired in 1635 the lands of Bognie from the 
ill-starred Crichtons of Frendraught and it 
has been in the possession of the family dur-
ing all the intervening three centuries. His 
son, George Morison of Bognie, married in 
1680 Christian, daughter of Sir Alexander 
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Urquhar t of Dunlugas, a f t e rwards of Crom-
ar ty , and widow of Thomas 2nd Lord Ruther-
ford, who died in 1668, and of James Viscount 
Frendraught , who died in 1677. Four years-
a f te r his marr iage with the lady who already 
had been twice a widow he bought the wadset 
of the lands of Frendraught , and made them 
over in life rent to the Viscountess. He died 
in 1699 and was succeeded by his only son, 
Theodore, or Bognie and Frendraught . 'When-
he died in 1766, in his 81st year , it was recorded 
of him that: his, "amiable charac te r is known 
to all whom his name has reached. Others 
may with t ru th be told t h a t his lengthened 
life of uniform virtue and universal benevo-
lence met even in this world an uncommon' 
reward. He lived without an enemy and died 
without a groan." He was succeeded by his 
eldest son, Alexander, who in 1812 became a 
heritor of Alvah by the purchase of the estate-
of Mountblairy, where he died unmarr ied in 
1834 and was succeeded by his brother John, 
who had owned the lands of Auchintoul. Co-
bairdy and others, bu t only for a few months 
those of Bognie, Frendraught and Mount-
t i a i ry . for he outlived his brother only f rom 
October to February. From 1827 to 1832 he had 
been member of Par l iament for Banffshire, 
being the last to occupy the seat in the pre-
Reform days, and he comes down to us with 
the description of having been " a useful but 
undistinguished member." On his death in 
1835 he was succeeded in the estate of Mount-
blairy by his only son Alexander. He was 
trained to the law and was a member of the 
English Bar, but on succeeding to the estates 
he abandoned his profession and lived for the 
most par t a t his home in Alvah. He contested 
the Elgin Burghs on the passing of the Reform 
Act and for many years he took a leading 
par t in the county business of Banffshire. He 
invariably moved the nomination of the Lib-
eral candidates a t the hustings a t elections 
and from 1855 unt i l his death in 1874 he was 
Vice-Lieutenant of the county. He great ly im-
proved his estates both in Banff and Aberdeen. 
In 1836 he married Jessie, eldest daughter of 
Garden Duff of Hatton, and a t his death he 
was succeeded in Mountblairy by her and in-
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Bognie and Frendraught by his cousin, who 
lie'.d these estates for five years. At his death 
he was followed by his brother John, who held 
the Aberdeenshire property for seven years, 
being succeeded in 1886 by his son Frederick 
de la Marre Morison, who enjoyed the estate 
of Mountblairy as well as those of Bognie and 
Frendraught . He was so called from the fact 
t ha t his grandmother was Ann Victoire, 
Baroness de la Marre, of Remiremont, Lor 
raine, France. 

Colonel Morison many of us will remember 
well. Practically the whole of his active life 
was spent in the Army and he rose to the 
position of Lieut.-Colonel of the 2nd Batt. of 
the Royal Scots, the oldest regiment in the 
British Army He spent many years in India. 
He saw active service in the Afghan War of 
1878. While in that part of the world Captain 
Morison as he then was came across a native 
of this corner of Scotland. Mr Jenkins, who 
was Assistant to Sir R. Cavagnari, the Bri-
t ish Resident a t Cabul, whose murder brought 
on the second Afghan War, and a strange co-
incidence was connected with it. For in after 
years, on a visit home, he was surprised one 
day, in conversation with an interesting old 
man who was working on the roof of a house, 
to find that he was father of this Mr Jenkins, 
-whose position in India entitled him to gun 
salutes, while his sire was humbly labouring 
a t home. Col. Morison's son, Capt. A. E. F. 
Morison, who succeeded to the estates in the 
two northern counties, was born in 1874 and 
married a daughter of the late Mr Alexander 
Stuart of Laithers. He died only the other 
week. 

"Tiger" Duff. 
Previous to the purchase of Mountblairy in 

1812 by the then head of the Bognie family the 
estate had been for a considerable time in 
the possession of the Hays. Andrew Hay of 
Mountblairy, Writer to the Signet and Col-
lector of Cess for Banffshire, was second son 
of James Hay of Rannes, who died in 1666. 
George, second son of the Laird of Mount-
blairy, was, when only a lad, "out" in the 

'Forty-Five but had the good fortune to be 
taken prisoner before Culloden when captures 
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made of the Jacobite troops were treated 
with some measure of humani ty . He was 
taken to Loudon and in November 1746 we 
find the Earl of Sutherland making favour-
able representations for him and two of his 
fellow prisoners, describing them as " three 
young boys." They had been confined, his 
lordship wrote, "eight months and none of 
them above 16 years of age," and as they 
were losing their education he hoped they 
would be dismissed. Some t ime a f te r this, 
George Hay escaped abroad. In 1751 he was 
served heir to his fa ther in the estate of 

Mountblairy and later he bought the estate 
of Carnousie. In 1753 he married Jane t Duff, 
daughter of Lord Braco, then the young 
widow of Sir Wm. Gordon of P a r k and who 
died a t Carnousie iu 1758. Two years later 
he married Miss Peggy Sinclair of Scots-
calder and he himself died in 1771. By the 
la t ter lady he had a daughter, Dorothea, who 
married General Patrick Duff, the famous 
Indian soldier, who became known in Banff 
and Edinburgh and among his friends as 
"Tiger" Duff from the fac t t ha t he bore t he 
marks of the claws of a tiger in his cheek 
to his dying day. He himself wrote of it 
home to his fa ther in 1773. He told how his 
shooting par ty put up a very large tiger, and 
he continues : 

"I immediately fired at him which had no 
other effect (being small shot) than tha t of 
i rr i tat ing him, insomuch t h a t he flew a t me 
with great fury . I kept him a t bay a con-
siderable time with my fowling piece, on which 
was fixed a bayonet, as is usual in this 
country when we go a-shooting. but a t last 
I was rendered very weak, occasioned by the-
loss of blood, having received many wounds in 
my face, arms, and several par t s of my body; 
and none of my companions appearing to my 
assistance, they having all made off, the ani-
mal made a furious effort, by leaping upon 
me, which threw me down, he immediately 
got upon me and was ready to tear me in 
pieces, when I stretched out my hand to t h e 
muzzle of my piece and unfixed the bayonet, 
with which I aimed a blow, so judiciously,, 
tha t I pierced his heart . He instantly fell 
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down dead upon me. I believe I may venture 
to observe that never was any man nearer 
being devoured by a voracious animal than 
I was upon the above occasion. I consider my 
deliverance as an act of Providence." 

To "Tiger" Duff's own account of this extra-
ordinary adventure, there may be added the 
remark of the late James Imlach, when he 
describes the awe with which the children in 
Banff used to view the gigantic veteran soldier 
—he stood six feet four inches in height— 
with this curious hollow in his cheek. The 
other day there was celebrated the 200th an-
niversary of the birth of one of the most bril-
liant of Englishmen and one of the greatest 
of the founders of the British Empire in India 
and it is not unfitting that we should recall 
tha t one of those who wrote to Warren Hast-
ings in congratulation of his acquittal in 1795 
was General Patrick Duff of Carnousie. 

Mrs "Tiger" Duff, as one may be allowed t o 
call her for the purposes of identity, Dorothea 
Hay, daughter of the Laird of Mountblairy, 
had a famous brother, Andrew Hay, whose 
name must be for ever f ragrant not in Alvah 
alone but throughout the county, for he is one 
of the select band of the sons of Banffshire 
who are commemorated in the British Valhalla 
of St Paul 's Cathedral. Andrew Hay rose to 
be a Major-General in the British Army, and 
the next time you are in London you might 
do worse than go and have a look a t the 
elegant memorial which perpetuates the mili-
ta ry fame of this son of Alvah. Its inscription 
reads—"Erected a t the public expense to the 
memory of Major-General Andrew Hay. He 
was born in the countv of Banff, in Scotland, 
and fell on the 14th of April 1815, before the 
Fortress of Bayonne, in France, in the 52nd 
year of his age and the 34th of his services, 
closing a military life marked by zeal, prompt 
decision, and of signal intrepidity." I t was 

he who built the House of Mountblairy in 
1791, and who sold the estate to the Laird of 
Bognie, and we have evidence that he was 
distinguished in the parish by his generous 
and public spirit. In 1825 additions were made 
to it. The situation of the house, amid thriv-
ing woods, on a fine sloping bank on the 
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west side of the Deveron, is part icularly de-
lightful and the whole surroundings form a 
scene of rura l beauty t h a t charms the eye. 

The other landowning family resident in the 
parish is tha t of Mr E. B. Thomson of Inver-
ichnie, the house of which is also in a lovely 
situation on Deveronside. I t for long consti-

tuted par t of the extensive Fife estates. In 
1897 it was sold by the Duke of Fife to Thomas 
Graham Watson of Blackford, who three years 
later disposed of i t to D. M. M. Milligan, advo-
cate, Aberdeen, who in turn , in 1902, sold it to 
Mr Thomson of Leeds, who had previously 
been owner also of the adjoining beautiful 
property of Eden. 

Dunlugas. 
Another beauty spot by Deveronside is to be 

found in and around the house of Dunlugas 
a residence tha t dates f rom 1793. Many of the 
successive owners of the Dunlugas estate have 
been intimately associated with the affairs of 
the parish of Alvah. For long it was in the 
hands of the Ogilvys and names of members 
of t ha t family were for centuries linked with 
events both there and in the burgh and parish 
of Banff. Descended from a younger son of a 
family which included also the ancestors of 
the Earls of Findlater, Sir Walter Ogilvy and 
those who followed him had from an early 
period large landed interests in Lower Banff-
shire. In 1538 his descendant, also Sir Walter 
Ogilvy, incorporated his te r r i tor ia l acquisi-
tions to tha t date in a barony called the 

Barony of Dunlugas and he was for many 
years Provost of the burgh of Banff. His son, 
Sir George Ogilvy, is described as of Dun-
lugas and Banff, and he also, from 1567 on-
wards, held the office of Provost continuously 
for long. A later Sir George Ogilvy in 1624 
resigned the barony of Dunlugas in favour of 
Sir Thomas Urquhar t of Cromarty, and from 
tha t time the family designation of "Dun-

lugas" was dropped and tha t of "Banff" sub-
stituted. I t was in the time of this Sir George 
Ogilvy tha t Munro, a t the head of the Coven-
anting army, marched to Banff, destroyed Sir 
George's beautiful palace, "leaving nothing to 
be seen but defaced walls, which yet speacke 
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its beautye as it now standes lycke ane old 
rouinouse abbey," and Inchdrewer, the other 
residence of the family, was also laid -waste. 
In 1642 the Sir George Ogilvy who suffered 
these losses a t Banff and Inchdrewer -was 
created Lord Banff by Charles I. In the old 
church and churchyard of Banff several me-
morials of the family are to be found. In the 
aisle of the church there was erected in 1580 
by Sir George Ogilvy of Dunlugas a memorial 
to his fa ther and mother, and part of the 
walls of the aisle was rebuilt by the last Lord 
Banff, on whose death in 1803, the family 
estates went to his sister Lady Abercromby 
of Forglen and the peerage became extinct or 
dormant. 

In the 19th century the estate of Dunlugas 
was in the possession of the Leslies, who be-
longed to the family of Leslies of Birdsbank. 
There was a curious experience, connected, 
a f te r his death, with Hans George Leslie, who 
died a t Dunlugas in May 1856, aged 70. Wil-
liam Leslie, his uncle, carried on an extensive 
business as a merchant in Norway. He ac-
quired wealth and purchased the property of 
Dunlugas from Mr Grant, a West Indian mer-
chant. Mary Leslie, a sister of William Leslie, 
married a Norwegian merchant named Hans 
Gron. Their son, he who died in May 1856, was 
born in Norway, but in 1795, when about ten 
years of age, he was brought to Scotland and 
was naturalised and educated, and continued 
to live in this country. In 1814, on the death 
of his uncle William Leslie, he succeeded to 
the estate of Dunlugas, a t the same time 
assuming the name of Leslie in place of Gron. 
In 1819 he married Mary Ramsay, daughter of 
John Ramsay of Barra. by whom he had a 
family of two sons and two daughters. He led 
the usual quiet life of a country gentleman, 
residing chiefly upon his own property, save 
when occasionally he went to Edinburgh or 
fa r ther south, and the estate he in a variety 
of ways improved and beautified. 

An Exhumation. 
He died, as stated, in 1856. Some years after 

his death, his son-in-law, Gordon M'Leod. 
raised an action in the Court of Session for 
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the purpose of proving the tenor of an ante-
nuptial agreement or articles of marriage-
dated 4th March 1820, said to have been en-
tered into between Mr Leslie and his wife, and 
also of a post-nuptial contract of mar r iage 
between the same parties. Mr Leslie, on his 
daughter 's marr iage with the pursuer, settled 
on her and her children a provision of £5000. 
The pursuer, a f te r his wife's death in 1863, 
obtained information as to the mar r iage 
settlements of Mr Leslie under which it ap-
peared that Mrs M'Leod had r ight to a provi-
sion of £16,000. Mr M'Leod, having recovered 
a d ra f t of the marr iage contract, raised an 
action for the £16,000, as in r ight of his de-
ceased wife, with interest subsequent to Mr 
Leslie's death, when the provision was pay-
able. But not having recovered the mar r i age 
contract deeds themselves, he was met by the 
defence t h a t no such contracts ever existed, or 
that , having existed, their tenor mus t be 
proved before the action could proceed. Hence 
this action of proving the tenor of these deeds 
a t the instance of Mr M'Leod and his children 
against Mr Leslie's eldest son, the heir then in 
possession of the estate of Dunlugas, and the 
trustees of the late Mr Leslie. I t appeared in 
the course of evidence t h a t a sealed packet 
had been deposited with Mr Leslie's body in 
terms of his instructions by his law agent in 
Banff, who said in evidence "I have no idea 
what it contained." The pursuer, Gordon 
M'Leod, said in evidence tha t , " I was present 
in the room where the coffin was when the 
law agent produced a parcel to be placed in 
the coffin beside the dead body. I wished to 
see the contents of the parcel, bu t he objected. 
I said i t might contain valuable papers. He 
assured me it did not and told me that, i t 
contained a pair of slippers which had been 
worked for the old gentleman by a lady. I 
saw him place the parcel in the coffin beside 
the body." Did the packet contain the deeds 
now in question? The deeds, of which the 
tenor was sought to be proved, were not found 
a f te r Mr Leslie's death in his repositories or 
elsewhere, although they were known to have 
been a t one time in existence. The Court of 
Session decided t h a t the coffin should be ex-
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amined and warrant was granted to the 
Sheriff of Banffshire to have the grave opened 
and examined and to recover the parcel. 

This was nine years af ter Mr Leslie's death 
and one can understand the interest tha t was 
taken in the matter . The examination took 
place in March 1865 when sufficiently curious 
experiences took place in the peaceful God's 
Acre around the Kirk of Alvah. In terms of 
the. remit to the Sheriff to have the grave of 
Hans George Leslie opened, to search for the 
parcel stated to have been placed in the coffin 
a t the time of the burial, Sheriff Gordon had 
the grave opened. The Dunlugas burial 
ground is enclosed by a wall, the masonry 
being carried several feet downwards into the 
soil of the graveyard. The Sheriff arrived a t 
the churchyard about nine o'clock in the 
morning. Besides him there were also present 
a t the opening two doctors from Banff, arid 
two or three legal representatives. The parish 
minister and sexton, a t the request of the 
Sheriff and parties, were present to point out 
the grave. Under the direction of the Sheriff, 
and a f te r the usual forms, the workmen com-
menced to open it. The work was one of con-
siderable labour, the coffin being eight and a 
half feet below the surface. When found, the 
coffin was entire; it was raised to the surface 
by means of tackle tha t had been erected by 
a mason, and being placed upon an adjoining 
gravestone, was opened. At first, and for some 
time, it seemed as if there were nothing like a 
packet in the coffin. On closer examination, 
however, and on touching the chest, there ap-
peared to detach itself from the left side what 
had formerly seemed to form par t of the body. 
That it was parchment, or paper, or indeed 
what part icular substance it might be, was 
not, a t least a t first sight, very evident. There 
could be little doubt, however, tha t it was a 
packet of some kind or other, and on being 
cleared of the enveloping matter and washed, 
this packct was placed in a tin case. The 
coffin was closed, replaced in the grave and 
covered; and the Sheriff left for Banff, taking 
with him the box and its contents. The oper-
ations occupied from nine o'clock in the morn-
ing till nearly six in the evening. 
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A few weeks later the report by Sheriff Gor-
don, made in terms of the remit f rom the 
Court of Session, was printed in order to its 
being laid before the Court. Af ter na r r a t ing 
the preliminary steps the report went on t o 
say "Upon the lid of the coffin being removed, 
the Sheriff-Substitute careful ly examined the 
remains in the coffin, bu t he found no parcel, 
no deeds or deed, no portions or portion of 
any paper, or any writ ings or wri t ing of any 
kind whatever. The Sheriff-Substitute did find 
something in the coffin; bu t as he does not 
understand tha t what he did find fal ls within 
your Lordships' remit, he has reported it to 
your Lordships in a separate report ." I t was 
reported locally a t the t ime t h a t what was 
found was of quite a pr ivate nature , import-
an t to no one save the deceased himself, and 
that it had been only from a kind of senti-
mental feeling t h a t he had directed it to be 
interred with his remains. 

At the end of May (1865) what was known as 
the Dunlugas case again came before the 
Court of Session when the report of the 
Sheriff-Substitute was submitted. The coun-
sel for both part ies having, in answer to the 
Court, stated t h a t they had no observation to 
make on the Sheriff's report, and t h a t they 
did not wish the separate sealed report of the 
Sheriff to be opened, the Court proceeded to 
give judgment in favour of the pursuer, hold-
ing the tenor of the lost documents as estab-
lished. The pursuer 's motion for expenses was 
opposed by the defenders, and refused by the 
Court, on the ground chiefly t h a t the general 
rule was tha t a par ty founding on a lost docu-
ment is bound to prove its tenor a t his own 
expense, unless its loss was imputable to his 
adversary; and it was clear in this case t h a t 
the defender. Captain Leslie, had not caused 
the loss of the deeds. 

So took end this case of three-quarters of a 
century ago, memories of which are re-
awakened as we stand before the stone and 
lime walls, with locked door, t ha t contain the 
burial ground of these Leslies of Dunlugas. 
After alienation for many years possession of 
the estate has returned to the family who re-
present the old Ogilvys of Dunlugas, a circum-
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stance that- is felt to be fitting and appropri-
ate. 

The Kirk Bell. 
From such things as these touching on 

parish history as a whole, we pass through 
the churchyard to the Kirk which has this 
not very usual at tr ibute in this land of Kirks 
tha t from Reformation days the building or 
its predecessor is and has been the only place 
of public worship in the parish. When George 
Sangster wrote as has been noted, he said 
that it was then "very old and in bad repair." 
The present building was erected in 1792 on 
the site of the one that Mr Sangster so de-
scribed, and that older one may have replaced 
one still more ancient, for there is on record, 
as we have noted, the charter of 1314 in which 
the widow of John Earl of Atholl granted to 
the Abbot of Cupar the patronage of the Kirk 
of Alveth, with the whole lands of Kirkton, 
&c., while there is a record as well that the 
first church that was ever erected in the 
parish was dedicated to St Columba. Since 
it was built in 1792 the church has on different 
occasions undergone repairs and improve-
ments, particularly in 1882, when large altera-
tions were made. Other changes were made on 
a more recent occasion when it was brought 
to the appearance with which so many of us 
are now familiar. 

The church bell tha t has called the people 
to worship throughout the centuries and whose 
mellow tone—despite the criticism of an ex-
pert on the bell itself—is re-echoed from the 
hill over the adjacent f ragrant valleys on Sun-
day mornings, is one of the most interesting 
in the county. I t is inscribed 

Peter Jansen Anno 1643 
Boni Twn 

One who wrote some years ago on the Bells of 
Banffshire remarked that "the oldest is prob-
ably the bell preserved at Cullen House which 
was formerly in the church of the now sup-
pressed parish of Dundurcas. It was cast by 
Michael Bungerhuys, of Middelburg, in Hol-
land, whose bells are to be found all over 
Scotland." The writer says that next in date 
comes the bell of Alvah, so that on this Kirk 
on the hill there is the second oldest bell in 
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Banffshire. He quotes the inscription upon it 
and goes on to say t h a t "Jansen" is a Dutch 
name but "Bonitwn" "is evidently one of 
several Bonitowns t h a t exist in the North of 
Scotland. Similar bells, cast about the same 
time, exist in Aberdeenshire a t Midmar 1642, 
Glenbuchat and Rathven 1643, Auchterless 1644. 
They are not well finished productions and are 
in every way inferior to the Dutch bells of 
the time. They appear to be the work of some 
Dutch i t inerant founder who seems to have 
done work in the North-East of Scotland for a 
very short time." 

Rev. R. J . V. Martin, the present minister 
of the parish, is the twelfth who has occupied 
the charge since the Reformation. He has 
travelled f a r in the interests of the Church 
and it is known, if I may be allowed to say 
so, how widely he is recognised as one of the 
most scholarly and accomplished divines in 
the younger generation of our northern Scot-
tish clergy, while the gif t of song so happily 
possessed by the lady of the manse has capti-
vated audiences f a r and near. Firs t in the 
pastorate of the Reformed Church, or in a 
position somewhat equivalent, was Henry Mor-
timer, who was Reader f rom 1574 to 1580, while 
the clergyman with the longest incumbency 
was Rev. Hugh Fraser, who was the much 
loved pastor of the congregation f rom 1868 till 
his death in November 1923, being senior min-
ister of the parish subsequent to his retire-
ment in 1917. The Communion plate tha t is 
the property of the congregation includes a 
quaich and two cups bearing the inscription 
in Latin t h a t they were dedicated to God and 
the Church of Alvah by George Ogilvy of 
Banff, with crest, and date 1625. At a meeting 
of the Banffshire Field Club in April 1931, Mr 
Wm. Adam, in illustration of a paper on Silver 
and its Marks, exhibited this quaich from 
Alvah. He remarked t h a t "This quaint and 
almost unique Communion Cup represents in 
design the old Scottish quaich. There is only 
another a t all like it in Scotland and it be-
longs to the parish of Ayr. . . . I t is the 
quaintest Communion Cup in Scotland and is 
older than the one of Ayr." 

The records of the church are of compara-
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tively recent date as the age of such docu-
ments goes. The earliest recorded baptism is 
dated May 17, 1718, and the earliest minute of 
Session, May 13 of the same year. The earlier 
records are said to have been destroyed by 
accidental fire, although the allegation has 
been made that they were carried off by 
George Campbell when in 1718 he was ejected 
from the charge on his persistent adherence 
to Episcopacy. 

Succession of Clergy. 
Henry Mortimer, as we have seen, was 

Reader from 1574 to 1580. In 1586 James Lyle 
was minister of both Alvah and King-Edward, 
and about 1589 he was appointed to Rathven. 
The next who is known is James Melvine or 
Melville, who graduated at King's College, 
Aberdeen, in 1612, was admitted to Alvah some-
time before 9th January 1624, and was still 
minister on 2nd August 1632. Then we have 
Robert Blair, a native of Forglen. He was 
educated a t Marischal College, Aberdeen; in 
1634 he became minister of Forglen, and two 
years later he was admitted to Alvah. He left 
issue, including his son, William, who became 
minister of Forglen. The next we hear of is 
George Campbell, who graduated in Arts at 
King's College in 1672. He became school-
master at Crimond and some time before 1689 
he was ordained minister of Alvah. On 31st 
January 1717 he was deposed for praying for 
the Old Chevalier. He subsequently officiated 
a t a chapel a t Culphin in Boyndie, where he 
died. His family included George, who became 
minister of Botriphnie, and Archibald, who 
became minister of Grange. He was succeeded 
in Alvah by James Stuart, son of Walter 
Stuart, and nephew of John Stuart of Ryland. 
He was licensed by the Presbytery of Turriff 
in 1702; admitted to the charge of Ordiquhill 
in 1710; was appointed to Inverkeithnie in 
1717; was admitted to Alvah in 1718, and died 
in 1745. His successor at Alvah was Alexander 
Wilson, who had been for some time school-
master a t Monquhitter. He was licensed by 
the Presbytery of Turriff in 1731; he was pre-
sented to Alvah by Alexander Lord Banff and 
ordained in 1745, and he died thirty years 
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later. He was followed in the Alvah charge 
by George Sangster, presented to it by William 
Lord Banff and his curators, and ordained in 
1776, and he died in 1805. His family included 
his successor in the pastorate , J ames Sangster, 
born in 1777. A graduate of Marischal Col-
lege, he was licensed by the Presbytery of 
Turriff in 1802; in 1805 he was presented to 
the living of Alvah by Sir George and Lady 
Abercromby, and he died in 1840. His suc-
cessors were Andrew Todd, D.D.; Hugh 
Fraser, and Robert James Victor Martin, to 
whom we have yet to refer shortly or of whom 
we have already spoken. 

The pretty litt le church is set in the tree-
lined kirkyard amid the memorials of gener-
ations long forgotten : 

There, servants, masters, small and great, 
Par take the same repose; 

And there, in peace, the ashes mix 
Of those who once were foes. 

Their hatred and their love is lost. 
Their envy bury 'd in the dust ; 
They have no share in all tha t ' s done 
Beneath the circuit of the sun. 

In the interior there is a lovely white marble 
tablet, beautifully embellished, to the memory 
of Mr Fraser, bearing t h a t it was "erected 
by his parishioners and friends as a memorial 
of their respect and esteem and in apprecia-
tion of valuable services ungrudgingly 
rendered," the inscription taking end with the 
quotation tha t " the memory of the jus t is 
blest." I t records the dates of his induction 
to Alvah, 19th May 1868, of his ret i rement and 
death, and continues—"Mr Fraser also took an 
active par t in public affairs, being chairman 
of the Parochial Board f rom his induction till 
15th May 1895, when, on the institution of the 
Parish Council he became its first chairman, 
which position he occupied till his ret i rement 
in 1917. He also served for some time on the 
School Board." 

The name of the gentleman whose memory 
is thus honoured will for long be held in 
honour throughout the parish. A son of the 
Highlands, Mr Fraser passed through the Arts 
and Divinity classes a t Aberdeen. He was or-
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dained in 1862 so that for 61 years he was a 
minister of the Church of Scotland. In March 
of the year of his ordination he was inducted 
to the charge of Berriedale; eighteen months 

later he became minister of the Parish Church 
of Macduff, and during his pastorate there he 
was successful in bringing about the erection 
of the charge from a Chapel of Ease to a 
parish quoad sacra, an event that took place 
in 1864, so tha t in a. real sense the Macduff con-
gregation may well look to Mr Fraser as its 
founder and paternal head. In May 1868 he 
became minister of the parish of Alvah in 
succession to Rev. Dr Todd and there he re-
mained till 1917 when he went to live in re-
tirement in Forres. Between him and his con-
gregation, as indeed between him and his en-
tire parish, the passing years saw only the 
strengthening of the bonds of attachment so 
that he came to be the friend of everyone 
in it, the trusted adviser, the warm sympath-
iser, the cherished counsellor of all who sought 
help and guidance from his ripe experience. 
He was one of the finest types of the Scottish 
clergy. He had a most winning and gracious 
manner, and wherever the influence of Hugh 
Fraser reached, peace and goodwill reigned. 
He was loved by everyone, and in his later 
venerable years the attractiveness of a 
singularly beautiful nature had reached the 
strength of a tradition. On one of the last 
occasions on which the writer of these notes 
ever saw him, he was, on a Banff street, put-
ting his hand on the head of a little girl and 
praying tha t God Almighty might ever have 
her in His keeping, a kindly act, character-
istic of all his benign outlook on humanity. 
When he went to Forres he called his home 
there by the name of Alvah, a circumstance 
that indicated much. 

The occasion of his jubilee in 1912 was taken 
to testify in a variety of ways to the high 
appreciation in which his labours were held. 
One distinguished son of the parish, Rev. Dr 
Allan Andrew, who reached an outstanding 
position in the School Inspectorate and who 

is represented in the North to-day in the head 
of Aberdeen Grammar School, wrote that "Of 
Mr Fraser more than anyone I have known. 
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it may be said tha t the longer he is known the 
better he is loved," while his neighbour, Rev. 
Dr Bruce, of Banff, wrote t h a t "Could we 
multiply Mr Fraser in the Kirk of Scotland we 
should make her the most valuable resting 
and refreshing place for men and women who 
come up on Sundays wearied with the strain 
and stress of life." At the meeting a t which 
Mr Fraser was presented with an address from 
the Presbytery, the Kirk Session, and the con-
gregation, accompanied by other gifts, the 
chair was occupied by Mr Andrew Simpson, 

Mains of Rosieburn, who gave expression in a 
fitting way to the feelings of parishioners and 
friends. In his reply Mr Fraser took occa-
sion to recall tha t in the Presbytery of Tur-
riff, the only minister who then remained in it 
who was a member of the body when be came 
to Macduff was Mr Souter, of Inverkeithnie, 
while in the parish of Alvah, if he were not 
mistaken, the only person now a t the head 
of a home who was a t the head of a house-
hold when he came there was Mr Smith, of 
Hungryhills. At the same time he recalled 
his able and hospitable predecessor, Dr Todd, 
and such of his old-time neighbours as Mr 
Findlay, of King-Edward, and Mr Cruden, of 
Gamrie—the lat ter as some of you may recall 
is credited with a remark, when he gazed over 
the cliffs in his parish in the East Neuk of 
Banffshire, about "my neighbour the King of 
Denmark." 

On the Sunday following his funera l to the 
churchyard of Alvah Mr Martin paid worthy 
t r ibute to his revered predecessor : " I t 
kindles," he said, " the imaginat ion to recall 
tha t when Hugh Fraser first saw the light, 
the 'Sailor King' was on the British Throne, 
and she who was to be 'Victoria, t he Good' still 
in the schoolroom. Our late minister thus 
lived a very full life through great and spaci-
ous days in the history of our race. Only one 
other minister, the Very Reverend Dr Russell, 
of Campbelltown, had served the Church of 

Scotland so long as Mr Fraser had done, so 
tha t he was almost the Father of the Church 
He was the last surviving member of that 
Presbytery of Turriff which he joined almost 
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sixty years ago." Mr Martin spoke as well of 
Mr Fraser's pulpit appeals, made "with Celtic 
fervency, sincerity of faith, and compelling 
argument," and noted how many of the ideals 
of the old. Scottish parish minister were ful-
filled in 'him. 

Such memories as these now occur at all 
events to one who frequently sat under Mr 
Fraser's Sunday ministrations and who now 
looks with a measure of emotion upon the 
beautiful memorial to his memory erected by 
the side of the pulpit tha t he filled for so many 
long years. 

Memorials. 
Then one views the exterior of the building, 

illumined to-day by the brilliance of the after-
noon sun. Built into the outside of the south 
wall will be seen a tablet with a Latin in-
scription, still to be read at the exercise of 
some care and patience. It bears to have 
been erected by Archibald Campel, a Collector 
of the King's dues, out of love and in his great 
grief, in everlasting memory of a most worthy 
lady, Elizabeth Campbel, his beloved wife, the 
daughter of Rev. George Campbel, at one time 
preacher of the Word of God at Alvah; she 
was born in 1696, married in 1717, and died 
in 1728. To that it may be added that George 
Campbell, to whom a reference has already 
been made, was that minister of Alvah who 
was in the incumbency in the period of the 
first Jacobite Rising of 1715. He was one of 
the five Episcopal clergymen, who had been 

continued in their cures, who were living then 
within the bounds of the Presbytery of Tur-
riff, and all of whom looked upon the move-
ment with a measure of active sympathy. Al-
though they protested against the authority of 
the Presbytery, they were dealt with by that 
body and the civil power sanctioned the pro-
ceeding. In the case of the minister of Alvah 
sentence of deposition was passed, an experi-
ence that he shared with his ministerial neigh-
bour, Rev. John Innes, of Gamrie, who was 
deposed for praying for the Pretender. 

Another tablet will be seen ; in this case 
also it has been built into an outside wall. I t 
bears the date 1589, with crest, and the letters 
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I.M. G.M., and is one of the oldest memorial 
tablets in the parish. I t is believed to have 
originally marked the last resting place of a 
family who owned the lands of Auchinbadie. 

The oldest par t of the churchyard is on the 
high ground near the church. In 1888 it was 
considerably extended, and the whole of the 
ground was laid out in regular divisions ac-
cording to plan, and the enclosing walls re-
paired. The par t t ha t was added for ty- three 
years ago is kept in beaut iful order, and atten-
tion is paid as well to the more ancient area,, 
despite difficulties in the way tha t are sug-
gested by its being somewhat congested with 
memorial stones, some of them horizontal, 
others of them upright , as is the case in prac-
tically every old kirkyard in the country, 
while all around the kindly hand of Nature-
has, as we see to-day, bestowed clumps of 
snowdrops, the puri ty of whose white and 
green comes as a bright harbinger to eye and 
sense alike on such a day as this when the 
rigours of the winds of winter are still in ex-
perience. 

By the south wall of the church, below the 
tablet tha t was erected by the Collector of 
the King's dues, two clergymen of the parish 
lie a t rest. Here at his death in Forres in 
his 90th year were brought the remains or 
Mr Fraser, a circumstance that inspired these 
t rue and fine lines from the pen of Mr John 
S. Rae— 
No more he'll greet us with his kindly smile. 
His genial soul hath passed to otherwhere, 
And Alvah name is lettered, mile by mile, 
Throughout his pilgrimage—so long, so fair? 
With reverend grace he broke the Bread of 

Life, 
With mellow voice, in accents loved and rare ; 
His godly presence ever hushed all strife, 
He ruled with love his parish, broad and fair , 
His dust rests with us, 'neath the sacred shade 
Of Zion's Shrine, upon yon sunny hill; 
'Tis meet tha t this were so—that he be laid 
To sleep a t last among his people still. 
A marble tombstone marks the spot. 

Close beside it is a tablet "erected by his 
parishioners and friends as a memorial of re-
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spect and affection" to Rev. Andrew Todd, 
D.D., who was minister of the parish for 27 
years, and who died in December 1867, aged 
69. I t records tha t "Dr Todd was a person of 
rare natural gifts, profound and varied ac-
quirements, and these he consecrated to the 
service of his God and Redeemer. His public 
discourses were characterised by fervent piety, 
cogency of argument, and eloquence of a high 
order, while his private ministrations were 
such as to secure the affectionate attachment 
of his parishioners. To the poor he was com-
passionate and bountiful and the distressed 
ever found in him a wise counsellor and sym-
pathising friend." I t is in memory also "of 
his widow, Eliza Begrie, granddaughter of the 
Rev. George Sangster, minister of this parish 
from 1776 to 1805." 

Andrew Todd was over many years probably 
the. best known man in the parish of Alvah, 
for he was the schoolmaster for two and 
twenty years, although curiously enough no 
reference is made to that circumstance in the 
memorial inscription, and then for twenty-
seven years he was minister of the parish. He 
was born a t the farm of Laggan, in Mortlach, 
in March 1798. While still a child, he was 
taken with his parents to Tipperty, Alvah, the 
parish that was thenceforth to be his home. 
He was educated at Alvah school, Banff Aca-
demy, and King's College, Aberdeen, and in 
1818 succeeded Mr Begrie as schoolmaster of 
Alvah. He was licensed by the Presbytery of 
Turriff in 1823, and on the death of Rev. James 
Sangster in 1840, he was presented to the 
pastoral charge of Alvah by Sir Robert Aber-
cromby, the patron of the parish, a position 
he held till his death in December 1867. In 
1858 his Alma Mater conferred on him the 
degree of D.D. A student all his days, Dr Todd 
was an accomplished classical scholar, and 
he was, as well, a practical man of affairs, 
for through his influence and efforts, the parish, 
for many years after the passing of the Poor 
Law Act, had no parochial settlement, the 
poor of the parish being maintained solely 
from church collections and voluntary contri-
butions, which were administered by the min-
ister and the session. In the minds of stu-
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dents of the science there was long in memory 
also his distinction in the sphere of botany. 
Dr Todd married a daughter of his predecessor 
in the school of Alvah, Miss Begrie, who was 
also a niece of his predecessor in the manse. 
Rev. James Sangster, and grand-daughter of 
Rev. George Sangster, who as we have seen 
was minister of Alvah from 1776 to 1805. One 
of the sons of Dr and Mrs Todd became a tea 
planter in Assam, and the other, Mr Charles 
Todd. S.S.C., became well-known in the legal 
world of Edinburgh. 

On a tombstone close by the east door of the 
church there will be found a stone which 
commemorates, among others, Sergt. Joseph 
Baxter, who was killed in action in France in 
October 1918, aged 55. He was a gallant 
soldier this, who brought fame to the parish 
of his nativity. Mr John S. Rae has on a 
previous occasion written of the boisterous 
schooldays a t Linhead of "Joe Baxter, the 
fu ture Sergeant Baxter of the Black Watch, 
who had even then in him all the vim and 
dare-devil t ra i ts for which, and by which, his 
mili tary and civil career was so distinguished." 
Mr Rae in characteristically glowing and elo-
quent terms spoke of those happy days ot 
youth, and continued: 

"And so he went on through life. He stood 
in the broken square a t Tamai in the Sudan 
and helped to stem the Arab rush and to keep 
the Empire's name and fame on many a gory 

field : 
On Tel-el-Kebir's fa te fu l day 
Egyptian hordes soon quit the f ray , 
When they beheld, at break of day, 
The 'Forty-Twa' and Baxter ." 

So sang his poet fr iend and old school-fellow 
of those early halcyon days of school life a t 
Linhead. Sergeant Baxter, though retired on 
pension and living in Australia, rallied, de-
spite the fac t t ha t he was over age, to the 
Empire's call during the Great War. He 
gallantly fell a t his post, and now 

He sleeps 
In Flanders fields 

Where poppies grow. 
Not f a r away from his tombstone is the 
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chaste war memorial of the parish which 
bears the names of a Captain, a Lieutenant, a 
Sergeant (Joseph Baxter), two Lance-Corporals 
and 25 Privates, a roll of 28 from this sma'.l 
rura l parish by the waters of the Lower 
Deveron. 

Here also may be found a memorial that re-
cords that George Chapman died a t Inch-
drewer in 1777, in his 84th year, and Hellen 
Stewart, his spouse, in 1780, in her 93rd year. 
"He was an honest man. She was a virtuous 
woman." That is a tribute that was paid to 
his parents by Dr Chapman, who erected the 
stone, and that takes us to another famous 
son of Alvah. Dr George Chapman, a bril-
liant educationist of his day, was born a t 
Little Blackton in 1723. and a minute in the 
Kirk-Session records tells us that, while a stu-
dent in philosophy, he taught the school of his 
native parish. He had a distinguished repu-
tation as a teacher and scholar. He taught a t 
Dalkeith and Dumfries; a t Inchdrewer, in the 
parish of Banff, 'he carried on a prosperous 
Academy that had a high name, and tha t 
at t racted to it sons of noblemen and landed 
proprietors in the North of Scotland. James,. 
4th Lord Fife, and his brother, both attended 
the school a t Inchdrewer. Dr Chapman be-
came rector of Banff Academy, and in Banff 
entertained Burns when on his northern tour,, 
the poet then telling the incident to a Banff 
schoolboy, who was his guide to Duff House,, 
of how he grat while he wrote The Cottar's 
Saturday Night by his father 's fireside. One 
of Dr Chapman's pupils, George Imlach, aged. 
12, was a t that time asked which of Burns's 
poems he liked best. "I liked by fa r The Cot-
tar ' s Saturday Night, although it made me 
greet when my father had me read it to my 
mother. ' ' "Weel, my callant," said Burns, "I 
don't wonder a t your greeting a t reading the 
poem, for it made me greet more than once 
when I was writing it a t my father's fire-
side." Dr Chapman finally removed to Edin-

burgh, where for some years he carried on 
business as a printer, and at the same time 
received boarders, the instruction of whom,, 
we are told, formed his favourite recreation 
almost to the close of a life which extended to 
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83 years. His "Treatise on Education" and 
other smaller publications on the same sub-
ject were justly esteemed for their practical 
uti l i ty. 

There is to be seen also a stone to the me-
mory of one who was in turn Deacon and Con-
vener of the Wrights in Banff. I t was erected 
says the inscription by "his Loving Spouse in 
Memory of her affection to the Defunct." A 
stone of date 1709 has inscribed on it these 
lines:— 

Pause, gentle s t ranger , from the Tomb 
Consent to Learn thy hastening Doom. 
Boast not of youth, i ts Sweetest Flower 
Oft blooms and withers in an Hour, 
Love's Virgin Flame my Bosom fired. 
I ts purest joys my hopes inspired, 
A few days more and on my Bier 
My Bride let fal l the Widow's tear . 

The Ruddimans. 
But, for many of vis, the churchyard con-

ta ins no more interesting memorial of the 
dead than the modest flat stone, covered over 
to-day with mossy vegetation, t h a t records 
t h a t "Here Lyes Intered the Body of James 
Ruddiman, Indular Some time in Raggal and 
a f t e rwards in Ratie in the Parish of Boyndie 
who having verteously and with a good repu-
tat ion arrived a t the age of 67 years departed 
this Lyfe October the 22nd, 1707. Sumum nec 
metuas diemnec optes. This stone is Erected 
Be James and John Ruddiman his sons. Here 
rest in peace the Bodies of John Ruddiman 
late Farmer in Alehouseburn who died the 8th 
May, 1742 and of his spouse Isabel Milne who 
died 5th August 1763." 

The stone records the death of the fa ther of 
one who is perhaps Banffshire's most famous 
scholar, Thomas Ruddiman. James Ruddiman, 
described on the stone as indweller and tenant 
of Raggal and af terwards of Rettie, was 
born in the parish of Alvah. He married Mar-
garet, daughter of Andrew Simson, who was 
born about 1600, and who occupied the fa rm of 
Little Rettie. Besides his daughter Andrew 
Simpson had two sons, of whom one, William, 
became schoolmaster of Boyndie. James Rud-
diman and his wife, Margaret Simson. had 
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six children, four sons and two daughters. 
The eldest son was Thomas, the Grammarian, 
and the others were James, John, and Walter. 
J ames became farmer a t Bog of Mountblairy, 
in Alvah, and it was he aud his brother John 
who erected the monument to their father 's 
memory in the kirkyard of Alvah. One of 
James's sons, also a James, lived in Newton of 
Mountblairy; another, John, succeeded his fa-
ther a t Bog of Mountblairy, and the inventory 
of his estate and his original will are in the 
Register House, Edinburgh. The names of 
several Ruddimans are or were recorded on 
tombstones in the parish or are mentioned in 
the parish records, these including John Rud-
diman in Sandlaw, who died in 1710; Agnes 
Ruddiman, who died in 1733; Thomas Ruddi-
man, sometime tenant in Sandlaw, who 
died in 1725; Alexander Ruddiman, some-
time farmer in Cairntown, who died 
in 1763; George Ruddiman in Breadock, 
mentioned as a witness a t baptisms; Peter 
Ruddiman in Tipperty, who died before 1720; 
.and Peter Ruddiman in Firfolds, who died in 
1764. It is somewhat remarkable that despite 
the widespread character of the family within 
the comparatively small area mentioned, the 
name has now quite disappeared in the parish. 

Standing before the humble tombstone ot 
this son of Alvah not a few literary memories 

are inevitably recalled. For of Thomas Ruddi-
man it has been written that for many years 
he was the representative scholar of Scot-
land. I t has been said by another that he 
was perhaps the finest Latin scholar of Scots 
origin a f te r Buchanan. At all events he was 
most certainly a prince among Latin gram-
marians. One recalls that, writing in 1766, 
Johnson, a f ter reproving Boswell for some bad 
Latin, significantly added, "Ruddiman is 
dead," and when Boswell proposed to write 
Ruddiman's Life, which unfortunately he did 
not do, "I should take pleasure in helping to 
do honour to him," said Johnson, who, one 
also recalls, on the publication of the 
"Rambler," directed that a copy should be 
sent to Ruddiman, "of whom," he wrote, "I 
hea r that his learning is not his highest ex-
cellence." 
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The Grammarian was born in 1674, subse-
quent to the time tha t his f a the r had left the 
family parish of Alvah. He attended the-
parish school of Boyndie from his home a t 

Raggal, the school of which his uncle, William 
Simson, was at one time the teacher, while one 
of the elders or the period of the Parish 
Church was "James Ruddiman in Ragell." At 
the age of 15 Thomas Ruddiman resolved to. 
try the bursary competition a t Aberdeen. His 
father was opposed to the project. But young 
Thomas had made up his mind on the matter, 
and his sister Agnes, an incident t ha t may be 
recalled with excuseable emotion, .gave him 
the sum of one .guinea from her own little pit-
tance of earnings, and he started off from the 
Laich. o' Beendie. On his way he was stripped 
and robbed by gipsies, and he arrived in Ab-
erdeen friendless and almost naked. With the 
bursary he won and, as has been the Scottish 
tradition, with occasional help from the-
family roof-tree, he struggled on a t King's 
College and graduated there in 1694. He be-
came tutor in the family of Mr Robert Young 
of Auldbar, Brechin, and in 1695 he became 
schoolmaster a t Laurencekirk. Eighty years-
af ter tha t event, Johnson and Boswell were 
passing through Laurencekirk. Boswell re-
called tha t it had once been the home of Rud-
diman. "We respectively remembered," he 
wrote, " that excellent man and eminent, 
scholar, by whose labours a knowledge of the 
Latin language will be preserved in Scotland, 
if a t all." Five years in Laurencekirk passed, 
and then, through the influence of Dr Archi-
bald Pitcairne of Edinburgh, physician, satir-
ist, and Jacobite, Ruddiman was induced to 
venture to the capital, and thi ther he went in 
1700. Two years later he became assistant 
Librarian to the Advocates' Library, in which 
position his salary was £100 Sc., or £8 6s 8d 
stg., increasing the amount of his stipend by 
copying MS. in the Library, by receiving 
gentlemen into his house for their education, 
and by acting as an auctioneer in the selling 
of books. He became responsibly associated 
with li terary work, preparing editions, for in-
stance, of the works of Drummond of Haw-
thornden and John Forrest 's Latin Vocabu-
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lary. He made also some literary ventures on 
his own account. In 1710, when offered the 
rectorship of the Grammar School of Dundee, 
the Faculty of Advocates, to retain his ser-
vices, increased his stipend to £363 6s 8d Sc., 
or a little over £30 stg. Then, in 1714, he pub-
lished his famous Rudiments of the Latin 
Tongue. During his lifetime it went through 
fifteen editions and after his death its sale 
afforded a productive income to his widow. 
As a Latin Grammar it at once superseded all 
others in the country. This notable fact has 
in this connection to be mentioned that it was 
for a century and a half the supreme text-
book on the subject in Scottish schools and an 
edition of it was printed as late as 1865. I t 
was displaced by Dr George Ogilvy's work, the 
product of a member of the famous Rothie-
may family, and it was founded on Ruddiman, 
so that this remarkable circumstance appears 
that for more than two centuries the youth of 
Scotland had entered on the study of the 
Latin language through two archways, both 
of which were constructed by sons of the 
county of Banff. 

In conjunction with his brother, Walter, who 
joined him from Alvah, the Grammarian es-
tablished a printing press of his own at which 
he produced works that much enlarged his re-
putation; one of the most notable was Ruddi-
man's own Grammaticae Latinae Institutiones,. 
which brought both fame to himself and hon-
our to his country. The brothers founded and 
printed the "Caledonian Mercury"; he became 
Printer to the University of Edinburgh; and 
in 1751 Ruddiman published what was known 
as the "immaculate" edition of Livy. In 1730 
he had been appointed Principal Keeper of 
the Library, and with Walter Goodall, whose 
fa ther was a farmer at Culphin. in Boyndie, 
he compiled its first standard catalogue, a 
work for which he is still gratefully remem-
bered. That was in 1742, and when he resigned, 
ten years later he was succeeded by David 
Hume, whose appointment set all Edinburgh 
in a n uproar on account of his views on mat-
ters of religion. 

Ruddiman was an ardent Jacobite, hut when 
the troubles of the 'Forty-Five came, he wisely 
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went to the country and lived in retirement, 
engaged In l i terary work, al though in 1746 his 
son was imprisoned because of his advocacy 
of the Stuart cause in the columns of the 
family newspaper, dying in the following year 
from disease contracted in jai l . The Gram-
marian himself lived for ten years longer. He 
died in Edinburgh in J a n u a r y 1757 and his re-
mains lie in Greyfriars churchyard. In New 
Greyfriars Church there is a tablet in his me-
mory, provided in 1806 by his relative, Dr Wil-
liam Ruddiman. His Life was published in 
1794 by the Scottish ant iquary, George Chal-
mers. a native of Fochabers, and there are 
two portraits of Ruddiman in the National 
Por t ra i t Gallery in Edinburgh. He is one of 
Banffshire's, one of Scotland's most distin-
guished scholars, and if he were the classical 
ornament of the parish school of Boyndie, 
Alvah lays claim to the old-time family home, 
and its ancient churchyard contains the dust 
of his fathers. 

The story might be fu r the r pursued showing-
how members of the Ruddiman family came 
into l i terary and business association both 
with Robert Fergusson, he who was described 
by Burns as his elder brother in the Muse and 
for whom Burns at his own expense erected a 
memorial stone in the Canongate churchyard, 
and with Burns himself, for Thomas Ruddi-
man, a grand-nephew of the Grammarian, was 
acquainted with Burns, and on the appear-
ance of the Kilmarnock edition of Burns's 
poems, this Thomas Ruddiman sent him some 
lines, in one verse of which he alludes to the 
poet Fergusson— 

Poor Fergusson! I kent him weel. 
He was a blythesome, canty chiel, 
I've seen him roon the bickers reel 

And lilt his sang 
An' crack his joke, sae pat and leal, 

Ye'd ne'er thocht lang. 
Thus do we bring some of the most famous 

of Scotsmen and one of the greatest of Scot-
tish li terary periods into association with 
those who rest under this humble, moss-
covered, flat memorial stone that, will be found 
almost in the centre of the older part of this 
ancient Kirkyard of Alvah. 
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Other personalities that played a part in 
the affairs of the North we are reminded of in 
this old kirkyard. Within walls of stone and 
lime, in which ivy is growing in riotous vig-
our, there are to be seen two inscriptions. One 
of them is in memory of Anne Cumming, who 
died in January 1781, aged 76, and it hears to 
have been erected by William Rose, her son, 
in testimony of his dutiful regard to an 
affectionate mother. Anne Cumming married 
in 1735 John Rose, merchant in Forres, and 
their son William Rose came to occupy an in-
fluential position as factor and man of busi-
ness for the Earl of Fife and, as we know, 
"The Domestic Papers of the Rose Family" is 
not the least interesting and valuable of the 
line works that bear the literary impress of 
Alistair and Henrietta Tayler. Here also rest 
the remains of William Rose, who died In 
March 1807, but one will look in vain for his 
memorial, and it is mentioned in the work re-
ferred to that "A large space on the family 
tombstone was left to record his death, but, 
owing no doubt to the financial crisis a t the 
time, no inscription was ever placed there." 
His wife, Mary, was the daughter of Provost 
William Robinson, of Banff, who was killed 
on his own doorstep in a scuffle with the Mili-
tary in 1771. After her husband's death she 
went to Edinburgh, where she died in 1838, and 
she is buried, not a t Alvah, but in the Grey-
f r iars churchyard in the capital. Another 
member of the family is, however, buried in 
Alvah, and on the same large stone as that of 
his grandmother one may read an inscription 
to tho memory of Patrick Rose, who was born 
a t Montcoffer in 1780, was forty years Sheriff-
Clerk of Banffshire and died in 1844. 

Among these and other memories of the kind 
the afternoon hurries to its close. The sun 
has reached a point in the western horizon 
that tells of the passage of time and that sug-
gests tha t the way homeward should be 
sought. And so we leave this old burying 
ground of the parish with all its appealing 
family and local associations. There is a 
glance backwards a t its snowdrop bespangled 
area tha t proclaims the assurance of summer 
being on its way; we look once more to the 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



120 

Hill o£ Alvah on the shoulder of which i t finds 
a place, with its accompaniment ot the tradi-
tional Scottish Kirktown of Kirk and manse, 
school and schoolhouse; and soon we are on 
our way down the hill once again on the little 
journey to Banff a t an hour not too late to 
find the woods resounding with the music ot 
birds tha t have reached the early stages of 
the season of their loves. 

One word more, as perhaps we may be en-
titled to af ter speaking so much of the clergy 
of the parish and their work. I t is merely to 

say this t ha t Alvah has this unusual pre-
eminence tha t its name will be found in Holy 
Writ. I don't say tha t it is our Alvah, and I 
do not claim tha t it is used as a place-name, 
but if you employ some minutes of a Sunday 
afternoon in looking through your Bible for 
it, we all, as we Scots say, micht be deein' a 
lot o' waur things. 

At the close of some little discussion on the 
paper and a f te r the votes of thanks, Mr Bar-
clay informed the meeting tha t there were to 
appear immediately in the "Banffshire Jour-
nal" a series of articles on the Church Records 
of Forglen, collated by Rev. Dr M'Pherson of 
Forglen. Recognising their social and ecclesi-
astical interest and their permanent value he 
had asked and received Dr M'Pherson's per-
mission to incorporate them in the Transac-
tions of the Club. The meeting highly ap-
proved the suggestion and cordially thanked 
Dr M'Pherson for his goodness in the matter . 
The paper was in the following terms:— 

RECORDS OF FORGLEN. 
The Records of Forglen are wonderfully com-

plete da t ing from 1659. They have been supple-
mented here by excerpts from the minutes of 
the Presbytery of Turriff. While much of the 
material is similar to what is to be found in 
other church documents, there are also ele-
ments tha t are distinctive, and tha t shed 
fresh light on the working of the Church and 
the state of the commonality. 

The ecclesiastical ban which the Presbytery 
imposed on the parishioners of Forglen in 1659 
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