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S A T U R D A Y , J U L Y 16, 1 9 3 2 . 

The annual summer meeting of the 
Club was held to-day when the rendezvous 
was Blairfindy Castle, Glenlivet. The weather, 
though dull and cloudy, was dry a t 
Blairfindy, where there was begun a short 
tour of three interesting places in the district. 
Blairfindy Castle, the original site of the Glen-
livet Distillery, and Drumin Castle. The Club 
had once again the pleasure of the company of 
Dr W. Douglas Simpson, who dealt with the 
history of the ruins of the castles. 

Prefacing his description of the ruins at 
Blairfindy by a short historical account, Dr 
Simpson said tha t Alexander, third Earl of 
Huntly, acquired the lordship of Strathaven 
from Sir Walter Stuart, grandson of the Wolfe 
of Badenoch, in 1490; his third son, Alexander, 
excambed certain lands in Strathaven in ex-
change for Cluny in Mar, but retained Blair-
findy, where in 1586 his son, John Gordon, built 
the castle, as recorded in the Balbithan MS. 
and also by a carved stone still extant over 
the door, and displaying John Gordon's coat of 
arms and initials impaled with those of his 
wife, Margaret Gordon of Auchinhuif an:l 
Craigtullie, in Buchan. The laird of Blairfindy 
took part on the side of his clan chief and 
feudal superior, the Earl of Huntly, in the 
battle of Glenlivet, fought on 3rd October 1594, 
within a few miles of his castle. A short ac-
count of the circumstances leading up to this 
battle, and of the action itself, was given by 
the lecturer. Early in tile 17th century Blair-
findy passed into the hands of a branch of the 
Grants of Freuchie (Castle Grant). In Decem-
ber 1647 the castle received within its walls the 
captive Marquis of Huntly, whom a Coven-
anting detachment, after he had long been 
hiding in the hills, had at last run to earth at 
the neighbouring house of Delnabo. In 1745 
William Grant of Blairfindy with his two sons 
was "out" with Prince Charles Edward, and in 
consequence his castle was burned by a party 
of Cumberland's troopers. 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



46 

Dr Simpson pointed out t h a t the site of the 
castle was a commanding one, covering the 
pass of Glenlivet from Tomintoul or by the 

Ladder" from Glen Nochty to Speyside." The 
building, although greatly ruined, was ot con-
siderable interest as an example of the some-
what rare "two-stepped" castle, where the main 
house is flanked by a wing or " j a m " echeloned 
a t one corner, so t h a t each portion of the 
structure covered and defended the other. This 
plan, Dr Simpson explained, represented a 
tentative or half-way approach to the fully 
developed "three-stepped" or Z plan, in which 
a tower was echeloned a t each of two diagon-
ally opposite corners, thus providing complete 
flanking defence. A notable fea ture about 
Blairfindy Castle was the massive and striking 
machicolation of four great corbels over-hang-
ing the entrance—a localised survival of a 
medieval feature, applied in earlier castles to 
the whole parapet, but in the sixteenth century 
sometimes retained to afford special protection 
to the entrance. 

A Famous Distillery, 
Thereafter the par ty visited the site of the 

original Glenlivet Distillery where Capt. Smith 
Grant, Minmore, gave an interesting account of 
the foundation and the history of the famous 
distillery, which was founded in 1824, and 
handed each member of the company a copy 
of a brochure which gives the romantic story 
of its rise. The par ty tasted the water from 
the spring from which the original Glenlivet 
whisky was made and some of the gentlemen, 
through the kindness of Capt. Smith Grant, 
tried it with the product of the present Glen-
livet Distillery. 

From Upper Drumin, wliere the ruins 
of the old distillery a re situated, the 
company proceeded to Drumin Castle, which 
was described by Dr Simpson, who said t h a t 
the strong Castle of Drumin was the capital 
messuage of the great lordship of Strathaven, 
which m 1371 was granted by King Robert II . 
to his ferocious son. Alexander Stuar t , the 
Wolfe of Badenoch. The castle was said to 
have been built by the Wolfe subsequently to 
this grant, and Dr Simpson said tha t in his 
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view there was nothing in the remains of the 
great tower, which alone survived, that could 
be considered inconsistent with this date. The 
uncommon strength of the walls, which were 7 
feet thick, the in frequency of mural chambers, 
the form of the loopholes, the simple pattern of 
the oversailing corbelled parapet, and the style 
of masonry, all seemed to point to an early 
date. In 1490 the barony of Strathaven was 
sold by the Wolfe's grandson, Sir Walter 
Stuart , to the Earl of Huntly, and in the next 
century the lat ter installed members of the 
family of Grant, which had now obtained a 
footing in Strathaven, as bailies of the Castle: 
but Stuar ts continued there as wadsetters 
until the eighteenth century. During the Gor-
don rebellion of 1562 the castle was held against 
Queen Mary, but on 2nd December 1562 Falk-
land Pursuivant, sent to demand its surrender, 
found it empty, and obtained access by climb-
ing into one of the windows. On the night be-
fore the battle of Glenlivet the army of Argyll 
lay encamped a t Drumin. In the middle of the 
next century the castle was described as a com-
plete ruin. 

On the opposite side of the Aven from 
Drumin Dr Simpson pointed out the old castel-
lated mansion of Kilmaichlie. Here a t the end 
of the eighteenth century lived the Dowager 
Mrs Grant of Ballindalloch, and was visited by 
her godson, Henry Mackenzie, the friend of 
Scott and author of "The Man of Feeling." 
who had left a most charming description of 
the patriarchal old lady and her life at Kil-
maichlie, a description considered by Fielding's 
recent American biographer, Dr H. W. Thomp-
son, as "the tenderest Scottish portrait before 
Sir Walter." 

The day's pleasant proceedings had a happy 
end in the Gordon Arms Hotel, Tomintoul, 
where tea, served by Mr Grant, was enjoyed 
under the chairmanship of Sheriff More, the 
president of the Club. The meeting terminated 
with votes of thanks to all whose efforts had 
promoted the success of an agreeable meeting. 
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