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TUESDAY, 27th FEBRUARY 1934. 

A meeting of Bauffshire Field Club was held 
a t Banff this evening, Sheriff More presiding 
over a good attendance. The particular busi-
ness was a paper by Mr Wm. Adam, Banff, on 
Old Communion Cups. There were on exhibi-
tion two beaker cups from the Church of St 
Mary's, Banff; from the Church of Forgue two 
mazer cups, a basin, and chalice and paten; 
and a quaich. from the Church of Alvah. These 
and many others were described by Mr Adam 
in his paper. I t was mentioned by Rev. R. T. 
Monteith, Forgue, who, with Mr Findlay Clark 
and Mr Martin were thanked for allowing the 
.articles to be shown, tha t all the articles men-
tioned from Forgue were put regularly on the 
Communion table a t sacrament, and he added 
tha t three years ago they were to be seen a t an 
exhibition in London, while he recalled the 
existence also in the church of carved work 
from the Frendraught pew in the ancient Kirk 
of Forgue. The vote of thanks to Mr Adam 
was carried with much cordiality. Mr Adam's 
paper was in these terms— 

OLD COMMUNION CUPS. 
The day of the Passover being a t hand, the 

disciples said unto Him, "Where wilt thou 
tha t we prepare for Thee to eat the Passover." 
And He said "When ye are entered into the 
city there will a man meet you, bearing a 
pitcher of water, follow him into the house 
where he entereth in, and he shall show you 
an upper room furnished—there make ready. 
And they went and found as He had said and 
they made ready." But the rites of the Jew-
ish Passover for which the disciples had pre-
pared were not observed in the evening. He 
took the cup and when He had given thanks, 
gave it to His disciples and they all drank of 
it. "This do in remembrance of Me." 

Thus was the ancient ritual pertaining to 
the great Hebrew feast, the Passover, Con-
nected with the exodus of the Children of 
Israel from Egypt set aside, and in its place 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



4 

was instituted the solemn Sacrament ot the 
Lord's Supper appointed by Him as Head of the 
Church. For nearly two thousand years the 
followers of Christianity have regarded its ad-
ministration with due solemnity and vener-
ation. All down the ages much controversy 
has raged around the manner of celebrating 
this sacred act of remembrance, but with tha t 
we have nothing to do—our interest lies t ha t 
in the upper room we have mention of the 
first Communion Cup. There can be little 
doubt that on this occasion one of the ordin-
ary drinking vesels on the table was used, 
or that during the early days of Christianity, 
vessels employed a t other times for domestic-
purposes were used for this more sacred pur-
pose, for it is not known when the Communion 
Cup began to be distinguished either by form 
or material from a cup used in everyday life. 

According to the arrangement of historians 
the Ancient Church dates from the year 30 to 
800 A.D., the Mediaeval Church f rom 800 to 1500, 
and the Modern Church from 1500 to the pre 
sent day. Needless to say, Great Britain pos 
sesses no Chalice or Cup of the early Church. 
During the first thousand years a dark cloud 
overhangs the history of the North of Scot-
land. We know that in the early par t of the 
fifth century St Ninian converted the Southern 
Picts and that we, the Gentile Barbarians of 
the North, had to wait for another hundred 
and fifty years for St Columba to proclaim 
the glad tidings to us. No Cup remains. The 
oldest Cup of the Ancient Church is preserved 
in the Imperial Library, Paris. I t was found 
in Gourdon, in France, and gold coins found 
along with it fixes its date to the first quarter 
of the sixth century, about 520. In the Papal 
Treasury a t Rome are preserved two fine 
chalices also of very ancient date. The larger 
and finer of the two has the bowl cut from 
rock crystal, the inside lined with silver gilt, 
while round its exterior there is an ornament 
of silver gilt and enamel resting upon a band 
of Oriental pearls. Most of the cups of tha t 
day, however, a re built of baser material— 
some of glass, others of brass and wood. But 
the words of St Boniface prove t h a t there were 
chalices made of gold. Boniface was an Eng-
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lishman, a native of Devonshire, who lived 
from 680 to 755, and is known as the Great 
Apostle of Germany, where he laboured for 
30 years and founded four of their universities. 
Why he left his own benighted land to en-
lighten the German nation is not clear, but 
this is what he said—"Formerly golden priests 
used wooden chalices, now on the contrary, 
wooden priests use golden chalices." The hard 
vein of its sarcasm has preserved this saying 
t o the present day. And if the priests did not 
profit from the rebulse, we a t least learn from 
it that even in these early days there were in 
existence chalices of gold. The only British 
-example of the early Mediaeval era is the 
Chalice of Ardagh. I t was found a t Ardagh 
in the County Limerick in Ireland, in 1868. 
The workmanship is early Celtic and it is 
considered to belong to the tenth century. The 
bowl is of silver, adorned with plaques of 
gold. the handles are composed of enamels, 
the stem is bronze gilt and the foot is silver. 
I t is ornamented with the interlacing (Celtic) 

pattern and set with crystals, amber and en-
amels—wonderful for the year 900 A.D. 

The Scottish Church. 
In the twelfth century our Scottish Church 

began to move. Parishes were established and 
a regular clergy appointed to overlook them. 

Abbeys, monasteries, and other religious insti-
tutions were erected and richly endowed. From 
then until the Reformation the Church pros-
pered and increased greatly in wealth and 
power. She was the foster mother of the arts 
and the monks were the teachers of the archi-
tects, the craftsmen and silversmiths, and 
these ar ts and crafts lent themselves in their 
turn to the adornment of the Church. The 
stately Cathedrals of England and our Scot-
tish Abbeys, the latter now mostly in ruins, 
bear testimony to their skill as builders and 
architects and their illuminated manuscripts 
to their proficiency in learning and letters. 
But there is little left to us to display the 
cunning of their hands as workers in the 
precious metals. For several centuries before 
the Reformation a visitor to one of our great 
churches would have been dazzled by a vision 
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of magnificence; a l tars , images, and vessels of 
told and silver were there in a rich profusion 
almost incredible. 

For any information and knowledge of the 
cups we have to depend upon the existing in-
ventories and other contemporary documents, 
for they are nearly all gone, and it may be 
just as well to make the statement, startl ing 
though it is, t ha t as f a r as Scotland is con-
cerned they are all gone. There is not a. 
single Communion Cup made before the He-
formation known to exist in Scotland now in 
the possession of the Church of Scotland or of 
any other Scottish religious denomination. 
England possesses about thir ty of them and. 
fortunately, in this small collection there is 
sufficient variety to enable those who have ex-
pert knowledge to t race the changes of form 
and fashion which have obtained in the de-
signing of the cups from the twelfth to the 
sixteenth century. The oldest of these English 
treasures have been found in comparatively 
recent years in graves. I t was an ancient 
custom to bury a chalice together with a 
Bishop or other high dignitary of the Church, 
and they are known as sepulchral chalices. 
Scottish graves have given up two of theso 
chalices. One was found in 1845 in the tomb of 
Bishop Tulloch when St Magnus Cathedral. 
Kirkwall, was bring restored. Bishop Tulloch 
filled the See from 1418 to 1461, so between 
those years its age is fixed. I t is made of wax. 
The other was found in the Churchyard of 
Bervie in 1882, and is made of pewter. In form 
these chalices resemble each other, so tha t 
both may be of the same age. They are in 
the National Museum of Antiquities in Edin-
burgh. 

We have now seen how ra re these old cups-
are. None exist belonging to the Ancient 
Church in Britain. Of the Mediteval Church 
the Chalice of Ardagh and the Chalices of 
England remain, but Scotland possesses no 
example, except the Kirkwall and Bervie 
Sepulchral Vessels jus t mentioned. However 
much we regret their scarcity we have a t 
the same time reason to be thankful , for had 
not the grave concealed some of them from 
the coveting eye of man and held them safe 
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from his destroying hand they would have 
been even fewer in number. 

The blast of the Reformation which struck 
England in the reign of Henry the Eighth did 
not for about 26 years make itself felt in 
Scotland, but on its" arrival in 1560 when Mary 
Queen of Scots was on our throne its fury 
had uot abated. The Church of Rome was 
thrust from place and power and there was 
carried out a shameful misappropriation of 
her property and revenues. Among the many 
blessings which we owe to the "Glorious" Re-
formation, a reverential regard for Church 
buildings and sacred vessels is not one. The 
latter they looked upon with no sense of 
sanctity but as "mere mummeries of the Mass." 
Little wonder then that in a few years most of 
them had disappeared. Now the question is— 
what became of them? No doubt the priests in 
those troublous times, convinced that the 
sacred vessels were their special property, 
carried many of them away to prevent them 
falling into the hands of the heretics. Many 
Scottish priests and monks fled to Prance, and 
it has been frequently asserted that many 
pieces of pre-Reformation Scottish plate, and 
amongst others, the vessels belonging to Glas-
gow Cathedral, found a resting place a t that 
time in the Scots College in Paris, and the few 
references which occur in the Glasgow records 
referring to the disappearance of the 
Cathedral plate rather go to confirm this 
theory than to refute it. 

St Machar Cathedral. 
But the blame of carrying off all those rare 

and costly vessels is not laid solely a t the 
door of the monks and priests. A new-born 
zeal imbued the hearts of the reformers them-
selves with a desire to obliterate every trace 
of a system from which they had broken for 
ever. They had not much to boast of in the 
matter of reverence and consideration for the 
relics of the past. People of all classes took 
any opportunity of seizing a chalice or any 
article in precious metal to melt down or a 
vestment or a l tar cloth to adorn their homes 
without respect to the source from which it 
came or the means by which it was obtained. 
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There are few references in the records of the 
small towns and parishes to the disappearance 
of their plate, but i t can be gleaned tha t it 
was viewed very much as common property 
and the value estimated by its weight in silver. 
Fortunately for our local interest there a re 
clear accounts of the fate which befel the 
treasures of the Cathedral of Old Aberdeen, 
and also of the Parish Church of St Nicholas, 
Aberdeen. Fearing the coming storm of the 
Reformation, on 7th Ju ly 1559, the ornaments 
and vestments of the Cathedral of St Machar 
were hastily committed to the safe keeping of 
several members of the Chapter, including the 
Dean, Chancellor, and Treasurer, and the Earl 
of Huntly, a t t h a t t ime the g rea t head of the 
Roman Catholic power in Scotland. The fol-
lowing inventory shows how the property was 
apportioned and gives some idea of i ts magni-
ficence— 

To Mr Robt. Erskine, Dean in Chandlers, 
chalices, palls and a cross 113 1/2 ozs. 

To Mr Alex. Setou, Chancellor in basins, 
censers and chalices 89 ozs. 

To Mr John Stewart, Archdeacon, 92 ozs. 
To Mr Patrick Myreton, Treasurer, besides 

a gold chain and a great r ing and five chalices 
' for daily use, 89 1/2 ozs. 

To Mr John Leslie, Parson of Oyne, The 
Image of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

Five other prebendaries received 90. 91, 83, 
24 1/2 and 16 ozs. 

Delivered to the Earl of Huntly, Chancellor 
of Scotland, a chalice of pure gold with the 
paten thereof, three pointed diamonds in the 
foot thereof, and two great rubies of Bishop 
Dunbar's gift , 59 ozs. 

A great Eucharist artificially wrought, 14 lbs. 
2 ozs. 

A holy water font with a sprinkler all of 
silver, 6 lbs. 12 ozs. 

A silver cross par t overgilt, 6 lbs. 8 ozs. 
The Bishop's great nut re all overgilt with gold 

and overset with Oriental pearls and precious 
stones and silver overgilt, 5 lbs. 15 ozs. 

A book of the written Evangel, one side 
double overgilt, 3 lbs. 8 ozs. 
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Two pastoral staves, one weighing 6 lbs. 9 
ozs., the other with the King's arms, 2 lbs. 
13 ozs. 

Note—All these above written o£ pure gold 
are marked with Bishop Dunbar's arms. 
What happened to the sacred relics entrusted 
for safe cutody to the Dean Chancellor, 
Treasurer and the five other prebendaries we 
do not know, but the misfortune which 
chanced upon the portion allotted to Huntly's 
care is a matter of history. Confident that 
no better safeguard could be found in all the 
land for his precious lot he without delay had 
it removed aud placed in his great stronghold 
of Strathbogie, now Huntly Castle. Huntly a t 
this time was not in favour with the Queen, 
who was a Protestant "convinced against her 
will," and the Regent Murray, in 1562, moved 
an army northwards for the purpose of curb-
ing his power, "to clip the wings of the Cock 
of the North." Huntly met this force at Cor-
richie, on the eastern slope of the Hill of 
Pare, was defeated and made prisoner, but 
escaped by dying then and there of apoplexy 
in the excitement attending his overthrow and 
capture. A few days afterwards Huntly's son, 
Sir John Gordon, was executed in the Castle-
gate of Aberdeen. Mary was an unwilling 
spectator of the battle and also of Gordon's 
execution. 

After the battle of Corrichie, Strathbogie 
Castle was rifled of its valuable contents, 
amongst which were the treasures of the Cath-
edral of Aberdeen, vainly imagined to have 
been placed in the greatest place of safety in 
all the north. They were taken to Holyrood, 
and some part of them was used to decorate 
the Hall of Kirk-o'-Field, the house of Darnley. 
In 1567 Mary gave to the profligate Bothwell, 
the cups, chasubles and tumicles of gold which 
were seized a t Strathbogie Castle and brought 
to Holyrood five years before and it is further 
stated that these sacred relics were all "cuttit" 
and broken in her ain presence. Two months 
later Queen Mary, on the eve of her marriage 
with Bothwell, caused to be melted down a 
gold font, the gif t of Queen Elizabeth to serve 
a s a baptismal bowl for Mary's son, James. 
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A queenly gift was this bowl, for it was of 
pure gold and of " twa s tane wecht." The 
money procured was used to raise five hundred 
horsemen and five hundred footmen to quell 
the revolt which it was seen her marr iage with 
Bothwell would occasion. 

Again about two months later orders were 
given tha t plate without distinction should be 
melted down to meet the needs of the times. 
This haul amounted to 30,000 ounces and was 
melted down for its value in money. So per-
ished in goodly company the vessels and orna-
ments of Aberdeen Cathedral. 

St Nicholas Church, Aberdeen. 
A different fa te overtook those of St Nicholas 

Church. In J a n u a r y 1559, with a view to save 
the silver work of their church, the Town 
Council resolved tha t all of it bo restored into-
their custody, and five days later an inventory 
of the plate was presented as follows:— 

The Eucharist of 4 lbs. and two unce silver. 
Ane Chalice of Our Ladye of Pity in the 

vault 19 unce. 
Our Lady Chalice of the South Ile 19 1/4 unce. 
St Peter's Chalice 15 1/2 unce. 
Two pair of Censures of 30 unce with four 

cruets. 
Ane Little Schip 16 1/2 unce. 
Chalice of St John the Evangelist 30 1/2 unce. 
The Hospital Chalice 17 1/2 unce. 
Oar Lady Chalice of Brig Chapel 20 unce. 
St Duthake's Chalice 12 1/4 unce. 
St Nicholas Chalice 39 1/2 unce. 
St Clement's Chalice 10 1/4 unce. 
The Hood Chalice 16 unce. 
Ane Keipe and Chesabill with two Tynakilles 

haill furnest with reid velvet flourit and in-
dentit with gold. 

Ane Keipe of cloth of gold freist with reid 
velvet. 

Ane Keipe and Chesabill with Tynakilles 
haill furnest of gold freist on green velvet. 

Two Keipes of Reid Velvet orpheist with gold. 
The Provost had previously warned the 

townsfolk that certain men from Angus and 
Mearns were on their way north to east down 
the kirks and destroy the ornaments under 
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cover and pretence of the Godly Reformation. 
The haill toun then ordained that the Chalices, 
silver work and ornaments be entrusted to 
four trustworthy burgesses in whose custody 
they remained until they were sold by public 
roup on 6th January 1561. The following is the 
minute of the roup:—"The said day, the whole 
town being lawfully warned to this day, to 
hear and see the silver work, brass work, 
copes and ornaments of their parish kirk 
rouped, and the same to be sold and disponit 
to those that will offer most for the same; 
aud the money gotten for the same to be 
applied to the common weal of this guid toun 
. . . the greatest sum offered for the same 
was one hundred forty two pounds by Patrik 
Menzeis for the copes, XXIs. for each ounce of 
silver, XVIs. for each stone of brass, extending 
in the whole to the sum of five hundred XL. 
lib money for Scotland—(£45 stg.). Wherefore 
the whole town consented and assented to de-
liver the said silver work, copes, brass and 
ornaments, contained in the inventory fore-
said. to the said Patrik Menzeis, of the pro-
cess foresaid; and ordains the money thereof 
to be delivered to the treasurer, to be applied 
for the common weal of this guid toun. as 
the whole community shall think expedient." 

The "Common Weal." 
What this Common Weal was, is revealed in 

the minute which ordains "that the haill 
money gotten for the silver wark be disponit 
and applyit upon t i e biggin and restaurec-
tioun of the pier and key heid of the Same 
Burght and of the Brig o' Don aud of the 
arteilery and mnnitione perteining to the toun. 
In a newspaper of 4th November 1955 an article 
appeared—"Aberdeen once rouped its Church 
treasures. What did Patrick Menzies do with 
his purchases?" By C. D. This writer hints 
broadly that in the transaction Patrick 
Menzies was actuated by some ulterior motive. 
The following are the concluding sentences of 
the article—"What were the feelings of the 
townsfolk as they turned homewards from that 
strange auction? One curious little fact ap-
pears from previous entries—that Patrick 
Menzies himself was 'the treasurer of this guid 
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toun.' What did the people think of their 
Town Treasurer, and did his action savour to 
them of greed and disloyalty? Two mouths 
later we read t h a t his purchases had been 
formally handed over to him. The subject was 
closed. 'Maister Patr ik Menzeis, thesaurer, ' 
disappears into the shadows of the past age. 
clutching his treasures. But one wonders. Did 
they bring him happiness or sorrow? What 
became of those silver chalices, of t ha t 'litill 
schip'—what use did he find for the 'kaip' of 
cloth of gold, or t h a t other of velvet 'flourit aud 
indentit with gold'—what did he do with the 
little silver chalices which had so often been 
used in Our Ladye's little chapel on the Brig 
o' Dee, built by the holy Bishop Gavin Dunbar? 
No hint of their f a te has come down through 
the ages. But who knows? Perhaps some 
day, in the dusty recesses of an old shop, there 
may yet be discovered one of those ancient 
chalices, battered and scarred by time, which 
on that J a n u a r y day nearly four hundred 
years ago were put up for public auction." 
One might consider tha t if Patrick bought and 
paid for these things a t the roup he was acting 
in quite legitimate fashion, but probably the 
writer of the article is of opinion tha t no good 
comes of trafficking in sacred things— 

"Meddle nae wi' holy things 
For gin ye dee 

A weird I rede in some shape 
Shall follow thee." 

We have now described the manner aud pro-
cess of the disappearance of only a fraction of 
the pre-Reformation Church plate of Scotland, 
having chosen the two churches of Aberdeen as 
example, mainly for the sake of a local col-
ouring. Grander treasures were possessed by 
many other of our churches—Glasgow 
Cathedral and by the Church and Monastery 
of Holy Rood in Edinburgh. The account of 
the latter, contained in an inventory of 1493, 
savours almost of the description in the Book 
of Kings of the gold and silver work of King 
Solomon's Temple. Now all are gone. 

Fate of silver Church Plate. 
For a long time a f te r the Reformation, Com-

munion Cups, once so plentiful, were very 
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scarce and this fact proved a serious obstacle 
to .the regular observance of the service. To 
ensure that suitable vessels be provided to 
permit of the Sacrament being administered 
according to the laws of the Reformed Church, 
an Act of Parliament was passed iu 1617 en-
joining that all Parish Kirks within the King-
dom be provided with Cups, tables and table 
cloths lor the ministration of the Holy Com-
munion and that the ministers become their 
custodiers "in caice the same be lost or uther-
wayes uset to any prophane use." By 1638 
almost all the parishes were the possessors 
of silver cups. A great many of these vessels, 
in their turn were destined to disappear. We 
have now reached the time of that see-saw 
strugglo between Presbytery and Episcopacy, 
the Covenanting period. To support the Coven-
anting cause a War Committee was elected, 
having its headquarters at Edinburgh. In 
1639 this War Committee commenced levying 
an army over the whole kingdom. Money was 
needed. To procure this sinew of war an Act 
was passed in 1640 anent the inbringing of 
money. Among other enactments it was en-
joined that all the silver work and gold work 
in Scotland burgh and landward was to be 
given in to the Committee a t Edinburgh or to 
them they shall appoint to receive the same 
upon such security for repayment as the said 
Committee and they shall agree. Considering 
the desperate straits in which the Covenanters 
found themselves for want of money, there is 
little doubt that all the plate which was given 
in to them, either church or domestic, was 
speedily melted down into money value. 

This Act affected the Church plate in almost 
every parish in the South and West of Scot-
land where the Covenanting party met with 
most sympathy, and as a result nearly all 
the Cups belonging to that district made prior 
to 1640 are gone. But in the north here we 
were more fortunate and many cups which 
ante-date the Covenanting struggle are still 
with us. This was due to the fact that in our 
northern region the Covenanters were in a 
minority. In those troublous days much of 
the parish plate was placed in the custody of 
the lairds, who were in many instances the 
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donors, and as the lairds mostly espoused the 
Royalist cause, to them is due the preservation 
of a good deal of the Church plate of this 
period now existing. Some of the ministers 
might have had sympathy with the people's 
cause, but it was not likely t h a t the lairds 
would assist a cause with which they had no 
sympathy, by allowing their ministers to obey 
the instructions of the War Committee at 
Edinburgh. 

John Knox's Descendant. 
From the Restoration to the Revolution, 

1650-1668, little of local interest can be recorded. 
Wo were nicely out of the way and the re-
marks relating to this period refer more par-
ticularly to the south and west of Scotland 
where the disappearance of the Cups con-
tinued. Many Presbterian ministers who were 
deprived of their livings a t the Restoration 
carried the Communion -vessels away with 
them. A great grandson of John Knox, the 
Rev. John Welch, minister of the parish of 
Kirkpatrick, Irongray, 1653-62, is an example. 
All the cups, table cloths and other utensils 
of tha t church were amissing and the result 
of an inquiry made regarding them is re-
corded in the minutes quite plainly—"All the 
•vessels were carried away by Mr John Welch— 
his plenishing." On the other hand, a t the 
Revolution, when Presbytery was established 
by law, the Episcopalian clergy did likewise 
and some of these cups a re in use up to the 
present day for the administration of the 
sacraments in the Scottish Episcopal Church. 

We are glad they still exist and are being 
employed for the sacred purpose for which 
they were made. 

At this t ime many valuable vessels again 
fell into the custody of the landed proprietors. 
Those church records which deal ful ly with 
the disappearance of their plate and the efforts 
made to trace and recover it invariably show 
that the ministers themselves were the parties 
who took away the plate in the first instance. 
But tha t they were only acting as the instru-
ments or agents of the lairds is a fact satis-
factorily proved by the ministers producing 
receipts tearing that the property had been 
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received by the lairds. It was the intention 
of the lairds no doubt to restore the plate 
when the reign of Episcopacy again was 
supreme. That sanguine hope has not been 
fulfilled, but there still remains in their hands 
many valuable cups which are thereby lost to 
the parishes to which they had been gifted 
for the services of the Church. These lairds 
have kept them too well and too long. 

The Rebellion of 1745 is another period dur-
ing which more of this property disappeared. 
The Aberdeen Church of St Nicholas again 
had to suffer. The citizens of Aberdeen, rally-
ing loyally round their Mother Church, had 
refilled its plate chest which had been emptied 
by the roup of its contents of 1561 in a very 
handsome way. In 1731 this church possessed 
eight great silver chalices and four lesser, two 
silver patens, two silver basins for baptisms, 
four silver cups, four silver porringers for re-
ceiving alms and two large silver hafted 
knives for carving the holy bread. All were 
there in 1745 when the rebels reached the town, 
which they occupied for five months, but they 
were not there when their army departed. 
When the Duke of Cumberland burned the 
Episcopal Church in Portsoy the silver chalice 
was saved. Belonging to the Episcopal Church 
a t Portsoy is a silver chalice inscribed "For 
the use of the Church a t Durn, 1742," which 
was concealed with the altar cloth for six 
months in a dry stone wall when the chapel 
was burned by the Duke of Cumberland's 
troops. Well done, Portsoy! 

Re-modelling of Cups. 
Coming to the more modern period when the 

Ecclesiastical Wars had ceased and the 
Church was enjoying comparative peace 
under the established form of Presbyterian go-
vernment, one may be pardoned for imagining 
from these facts that the Communion Cups 
would have been safeguarded against any fur-
ther disappearance But not so. Ministers and 
Kirk Sessions seem to have had a greater de-
sire to be in the fashion with their cups than 
to prize the possession of vessels, which on 
account of their age and fine workmanship 
were historically much more interesting. About 
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1750 a craze for the remodelling of the cups 
began and all ideas of their value in preserv- . 
ing the artistic taste of a former time and 
in recalling cherished associations were en-
tirely lost sight of. 

When a necessity arose in a parish for addi-
tional cups it seldom happened tha t the new 
vessels were modelled af ter the fashion of the 
old still in use, but the practice invariably 
was to have the old remodelled to match the 
new. Four old cups belonging to St Cuthbert's, 
Edinburgh, had their fine old mazer-shaped 
bowls, dated 1618, hammered into modem 
shape with the ancient engraving preserved. 
Many old cups were given as par t exchange 
for new ones. Others were sold outright. Four 
fine old mazer cups belonging to an Edinburgh 
congregation were sold because an aged, in-
firm lady when partaking of Communion from 
one of them happened to spill the wine on her 
dress. So shocked was she tha t she gave £100 to 
have the large silver cups replaced by others 
of more modern deiign. The old cups dis-
appeared. The modern ones remain. This ob-
jectionable fashion has passed on to our own 
day and may not yet be extinct, but surely a 
better taste is awakening and creating a 
livelier interest in the care for and preserving 
these sacred relics of the past. 

Before leaving this par t of the subject of 
disappearances, an account may be given of an 
old Banff chalice. We hear of it only twice. 
First in the Banff Presbytery Records—"In 
1649 the minister reported to the Presbytery 
that there was but one Cup for the Com-
munion." Next in the Banff Kirk Session Re-
cords—"1679—May 2—The Session considering 
the want of church utensils necessary a t the 
celebration of the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, decreed to t ranslate ane old gilded 
chalice into two cups and tha t these should be 
made of 12 ounces every one, providing always 
that the same arms of the anonymous donor 
which the old chalice bore, should be upon the 
new cups and the toun's arms also." 

The Banff Chalice. 
Contained in this minute is the only known 

description of the chalice. Is it not a pity 
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tha t the same minute also includes its doom-
to translate it into two cups? The Session of 
the day caunot be blamed however for issuing 
this decree with the object of being in the 
fashion with their cup. for it was a hundred 
years after this before that reprehensible 
practice became general in the Church. Very 
probably they considered it to be the easiest 
way "to meet their want, of church utensils 
necessary for the Communion"—to procure two 
cups for one, or perhaps they may have 
listened to the advice of William Scott, the 
first Banff silversmith of whom there is record, 
then an elder. William Scott effected the 
translation of the cups in 1679. They are 
still as good as when they were made, 
more valuable by far and we are very pleased 
to add that a t the Communion service they are 
still regularly used in the Kirk of Banff, and 
kept in beautiful condition. The arms en-
graved upon them, no doubt an exact replica 
of the arms which the old chalice bore, reveal 
the identity of the anonymous donor to be 
Sir George Ogilvie of Carnousie. A tragic 
event, the slauchter of James Ogilvie of 
Aucheries, occurred in Banff in 1628, and in 
this Sir George Ovilvie was deeply implicated. 
The laird of Banff, by name and title also Sir 
George Ovilvie, had conceived a deidly ill will 
to his cousin, James Ogilvie of Aucheries, who 
resided then a t Paddocklaw. On 3rd October 
the three Ogilvies were present a t the Sheriff 
Court at Banff, then held in the Tolbooth. 
James Ogilvie made due reverence to the Court 
and also to the Lairds of Banff and Carnousie 
by removing his bonnet and saluting them. 
Banff, of precogitate malice, perceiving 
James's head uncovered, struck at it forcibly 
with a baton to the great effusion of his 
(James s) blood. Swords were drawn and the 
affray began in the Court, but James Ogilvie 
escaped fur th of the Tolbooth to the Kings 
High Causeway of Banff. They most fiercely 
pursued the said James Ogilvie alangouslie 
the calsay of the said Burgh be the space of 
twa buttis and mair and having overtaken 
him, most cruelly, shamefully and unmerci-
fully murdered the said James, and especially 
the said Laird of Banff who with his own 
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hand struck the said James behind his back 
with his sword through the fifth rib and 
through the liver "ane deid s t rake" and also 
the said Laird (Sir George Ogilvie) of Car-
nousie most barbarously, shamefully and un-
humanly shot the said umquhile James Ogilvie 
with a pistol charged with two bullets, the 
top bone of his thigh being broken. 

No dire punishment seems to have overtaken 
Banff or Carnousie for this crime, and it is 
only reasonable to suppose tha t a feeling of 
thankfulness for his escape f rom a direr 
penalty a t the Civil Courts prompted Carnousie 
to donate the gilded chalice to Banff in order 
to propitiate the courts of the ecclesiastics. 
His decision to remain an anonymous donor 
was under the circumstances also quite sound. 
I t is quite within the range of possibility, 
perhaps probability, tha t this gilded chalice 
belonged to a date before the Reformation. 
The minute of 1679 describes i t as ane old 
gilded chalice—old in 1679. We know that the 
ancestors of the Ogilvies secured during the 
turmoil of the Reformation times a major por-
tion of the Church lands and property in Banff 
on fair ly easy terms. May not this chalice 
then have been one of the treasures of St 
Mary's Church or even of the Carmelite Mon-
astery a t Banff? Much as we regret the dis-
appearance of this old vessel, we forgive our 
forefathers, "for they knew not what they 
did." 

A Famous Forgue Cup. 
We have been dwelling perhaps too long upon 

what we had, but now have not, and it is now 
time to concern ourselves with what we have. 

After the Reformation the reformers sought 
for a type of vessel for the purpose of Com-
munion which would be different in character 
from the chalices of the Church of Rome. 
There can be little doubt tha t the drinking 
vessels familiar then in every household sug-
gested the earliest types of post-Reformation 
Cups. In adopting these the Church was only 
reverting to the practice of the Ancient Church 
when the Sacrament of the l o r d ' s Supper was 
first instituted In the South of Scotland the 
favourite drinking vessel of the 15th and 16th 
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centuries was the mazer. The large bowl of the 
cap was cut from the knotty excrescences of 
the maple tree, which, when polished, displayed 
the beauty of the curious streaks and knotty 
grain with which it was marked. Hence the 
name mazer. Every Corporation, College, and 
every family had its mazer. At all family 
gatherings the mazer was handed round from 
guest to guest a t the table and each drinking 
out of the same cup symbolised the family 
feeling of brotherly love and goodwill. This 
is the reason why the Reformed Church 
adopted the mazer-shaped cup. It could be 
handed round by one communicant to another 
and each drinking out of the -same cup sym-
bolised the family feeling of brotherly love 
and goodwill. No better way could have been 
taken by the Church to attain the desire to 
foster brotherly love and goodwill, when we 
bear in mind that the Church of Rome had 
withheld the cup from the laity by the Order 
of the Council of Constantine in 1414. 

Many of these old mazer-shaped cups arc 
still in use. and the great majority of them 
are to be found in parishes in or around 
Edinburgh. A few specimens are still pre-
served in Fifeshire and in remote parts of 
Scotland. Wherever this shape of cup is found 
it is almost sure to bear the name of an Edin-
burgh silversmith. In our district of the Nortb-
East of Scotland there are very few of these 
mazer-shaped cups. There are two belonging 
to the parish of Forgue, two to Aberchirder, 
two to Inverkeithnie, two to Fyvie, and one to 
Fintray, Aberdeenshire. The oldest cup of this 
class in Scotland belongs to Forgue, and the 
youngest to the parish of Corstorphine, near 
Edinburgh. 

Not only is the Forgue Cup the oldest of the 
mazer group, it is the oldest Communion Cup 
belonging to the Church of Scotland. The 
bowl of this Cup is shallow and has no orna-
mentation. On the outside round the rim in 
one line is engraved "Giftit to God and to His 
Church be James Creighton of Frendraught to 
the Kirk of Forrig 1653." The hall mark is 
Edinburgh, the maker initials of Henry Thom-
sone who was admitted to the Incorporation 
of Goldsmiths in 1561 and the deacon's stamp 
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of James Cokie, who was deacon 1563-4. From 
these marks it is made quite certain tha t the 
Cup was made in 1563. The year of its pre-
sentation to Forgue as engraved upon it is 
1633. The Cup then was 70 year.; of age when 
it was giftit to God and to the Kirk of Forrig. 
A date engraved oil an article provides no 
proof of its age. The hall marks if read 
rightly never err. I t was not until 1681 that 
Edinburgh adopted a date letter for stamping 
on gold and silver wares. The date letter 
is changed every year and from it the exact 
year in which any gold or silver article was 
made can be told, but it is not possible to 
tell the exact year of any piece of plate made 
in Edinburgh prior to 1681. When the maker 
was admitted to the Incorporation must be 
known as well as the years during which the 
deacon held office so as to be able to arr ive a t 
an approximate date. The maker had to punch 
his initials on every piece of plate of his own 
manufacture before bringing it to the deacon 
for assay. The deacon then tried the piece and 
if he found the quality of the silver to be of 
the required standard, he also punched upon 
it his initials. The marker of the Forgue Cup 
we have seen was not admitted unti l 1561, so 
the Cup cannot be older than t h a t as no work 
would have been accepted from him before 
his admission to the Corporation. The deacon, 
James Cokie, held office in 1563-4, so the Cup 
must have been made in 1563 or in the earlier 
part of 1564, in the reign of Mary Queen of 
Scots. The companion Cup is identical in de-
sign, but rather taller, and bears the same 
inscription and most likely is a copy of the 
older Cup. I t bears the Edinburgh hall mark, 
the initials of the maker, Thomas Kirkwood, 
admitted 1632, and the s tamp of the deacon, 
George Crauford, 1615-17. 1621-23. and 1633-35, 
which correspond with the year engraved on it. 
This cup was made in 1633, the year of its pre-
sentation to the parish. 

Story of the Forgue Cup. 
We now turn to the donor of these Cups, 

James Crichton of Frendraught . While the 
Forgue Cups are interesting from the fact tha t 
one of them is the oldest cup of the Church 
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of Scotland, and as specimens of the ecclesi-
astical taste of the day, they are perhaps more 
interesting from their connection with a strik-
ing incident in the history of the donor. To 
understand the position of the Laird of Fren-
draught and the motives which may have in-
duced him to present these two chalices to the 
Kirk of Forgue a t this time it is necessary to 
give some account of a fearful tragedy which 
happened in his family, and which, both when 
it occurred and to the end of his days, exer-
cised a most powerful effect on his fortunes. 

A dispute arose between Frendraught and his 
near neighbour, William Gordon, Laird of 
Rothiemay, regarding the right of certain fish-
ings on the river Deveron. The matter was 
referred to the Privy Council, who decided in 
the favour of Frendraught. Displeased and 
angry, Rothiemay harried his lands. The 
Privy Council again was appealed to and they 
granted to Frendraught a commission for the 
arrest of Rothiemay. On the first of January 
1630, he proceeded to execute this purpose with 
a body of armed men, and with his armed 
band Rothiemay resisted. In the fight which 
ensued Rothiemay was slain and another Gor-
don (of Lesmore) was mortally wounded. The 
Marquis of Huntly agreed to arbitrate in this 
matter and the feud was settled (or supposed 
to be) by Frendraught paying "in composition 
of the slauchter" fifty thousand marks to the 
Rothiemay widow. 

But a further complication followed. John 
Meldrum of Redhill had been with Fren-

draught in the affray and was wounded. Dis-
satisfied with the compensation offered by 
Frendraught, he stole two of his best horses— 
to make himself right. Meldrum was sum-
moned to appear before the Justices, did not 
comply, was outlawed and took refuge with 
Leslie the Laird of Pitcaple. whose daughter 
was Meldrum's wife. On 27th September of 
the same year Frendraught and his cousin, 
Crichton of Conland, accidentally met Pit-
caple's son and charged him with the har-

bouring of Meldrum. In the heat of the dis-
cussion Conland wounded young Leslie danger-
ously by shooting him through the arm. On 
6th October we find Frendraught come to Bog 
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o' Gight (now Gordon Castle) to pour the tale 
of his further woes into the ear of the Marquis 
of Huntly, who received him kindly. Next 
day Pitcaple comes to the same place to pour 
into the same ear his complaint of the conduct 
of the Crichtons. Huntly discreetly prevented 
the pair from meeting in his house, but tried 
to persuade Pitcaple tha t Frendraught had 
done no wrong. Naturally, Pitcaple strongly 
dissented from this view and lef t in a passion, 
threatening to assemble his forces and inter-
cept Crichton on his way home to Frendraught. 
Huntly, fearing tha t Pitcaple would carry out 
his threat , prevailed upon him to stay over-
night a t Gordon Castle, and sent his son, Lord 
of Aboyne (Viscount Melgum), with six fol-
lowers as an escort to protect Frendraught on 
his journey next day. On the 8th of October, 
Gordon of Rothiemay, a son of the Laird who 
had met his death on the first of January , 
happened to be also a t Gordon Castle, and he 
joined the company which arrived without 
mishap a t Frendraught, having seen nothing 
of Pitcaple's men on the way. Aboyne and 
Rothiemay were anxious to depart, but were 
persuaded to stay overnight. "They war weill 
intertaynde, souppit merrilie and to bed went 
joyfullie" says Spalding. The beds which they 
occupied were placed in rooms each above the 
other iu the tower. About midnight between 
8th and 9th October this tower caught fire 
suddenly and blazed so furiously tha t escape 
was well-nigh impossible, with the result tha t 
Aboyne, Rothiemay and four of their followers 
were burned to death in a most dreadful man-
ner. I t is said tha t Aboyne might have 
escaped had he not gone up stairs to waken 
Rothiemay. While so doing the timber stair-
case connecting the tower with the rest of the 
building took fire and prevented their return. 

I t was a terrible tragedy and a feeling of 
horror was excited throughout the whole coun-
try. Popular suspicion, shared in by the 
Huntly and Rothiemay families, was tha t the 
Laird and Lady of Frendraught, and more 
particularly the latter, were the authors of 
this crime. Frendraught adopted every expedi-
ent to t ry and clear himself of the charge 
which was popularly imputed to him. He went 
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to the Lord Chancellor, Lord Dupplin, at 
Perth, and offered to submit himself for trial, 
but the Privy Council do not seem ever to have 
felt that there were any grounds for charging 
him with the crime. Suspicion also fell on 
John Meldrum of Redhill (whom we mentioned 
before). He had been heard to utter deadly 
threatenings against Frendraught's life, and it 
is asserted that he had set fire to the tower 
in the belief that the laird slept in that part 
of the house. He was tried, found guilty of 
the crime, and executed in 1633 — without 
sufficient proof some say. 

The mystery of the burning of Frendraught 
will never be solved. Writing of this tragedy 
in 1637, Father Blackhall, a Roman Catholic 
missionary priest, says—"She (Lady Fren-
draught) was suspected to be guilty of the 
death of my Lord Aboyne who, seven years 
before, was burned in the Castel of Frendret. 
Whether she be guilty or not God knoweth for 
that hath not yet been discovered." And it 
hath not yet. 

When the circumstances of the Laird of Fren-
draught are considered it is quite reasonable 
to suppose that the tragedy of the fire and 

his exculpation by the sentence and fate of 
John Meldrum prompted him to present the 
two Cups to Forgue as a thankoffering—some 
will have it as a thankoffering for a happy 
deliverance from the gallows. 

Other Gifts to Forgue. 
Another gift from the family of Crichton to 

the Kirk of Forgue was a silver basin. It is 
a very handsome piece of beaten silver, 
thirteen inches in diameter. The Crichton 
arms with the motto, " God send Grace,' is 
engraved upon a boss in the centre and the 
following inscription round the edge—"Giftit 
to God and His Church of Forgne by James 
Viscount of Frendraught Lord Crichtone." The 
date of its presentation does not appear upon 
it and the marks or stamps give no indication 
of its age. I t is supposed to be of foreign 
manufacture. However, a minute of Turriff 
Presbytery Records is informative. "Visitation 
of the Kirk of Forgue, 1643, Nov. 2. The min-
ister reported that my Lord Frendraught had 
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given anc silver basin to serve the Communion 
Tables which basin was produced and the 
minister ordained to keep the same for the 
use of the Kirk and to be comptable thence-
fore." 

This minute of 1643 makes it quite clear that 
the donor of the basin was the eldest son of Sir 
James Crichton. I t was he who was created 
in 1642, Viscount Frendraught and Lord 
Crichtone. No doubt to mark the high honour 
of his elevation to the peerage, the first Vis-
count Frendraught a t this time presented the 
fine basin to Forgue bearing his arms and his 
newly acquired title of Lord Crichton. A hap-
pier circumstance this which led the son to 
follow his father 's example by presenting an-
other sacred vessel to Forgue than the tragedy 
of the fire which influenced him to give the 
two Cup ten years before. This Viscount was 
an ardent Royalist and accompanied Montrose 
on his last fa ta l expedition in 1650 and was 
with him at the battle of Invercarron, in Ross-
shire, when Montrose's army was exterminated. 
There Montrose's horse was shot under him, 
and the Viscount. Frendraught hastily placed 
him upon his own horse enabling him to 
gallop from the field and escape. Frendraught 
himself was severely wounded and taken pris-
oner, but had proved himself a gallant soldier. 
He went to London in 1663 in hopes of getting 
some aid from Charles II to his ruined for-
tunes—but in vain. The Merry Monarch, who 
could spend hundreds of thousands upon mis-
tresses and illegitimate offspring, could give 
nothing to the ruined Lord of Frendraught, 
who had sacrificed so much for him and his 
father , Charles the First. His lordship, 
wounded in spirit, returned home and died in 
the autumn of that year. 

A Chalice and Paten. 
Now we come to two other interesting ex-

amples of the Forgue Communion, the small 
chalice and paten. They a re the oldest of all. 
The bowl of the chalice unscrews from the 
stalk and the stalk from the foot, a proof of 
its ancient manufacture. Stamped on the bowl 
is I.V.F. (James Viscount Frendraught). On 
the paten I.V.F. is also engraved together with 
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the sacred monogram I.H.S., a cross, and the 
symbol of our Saviour's pierced heart with 
three passion nails, all within a circle sur-
rounded by a halo or glory. The letters I.V.F. 
are very rudely executed on both the chalice 
and its paten, but the additional symbols on 
the paten are of finer workmanship and seem 
to be of a different date. There is no inscrip-
tion upon them to tell of the donor or hall 
marks to fix their age, but here again from 
the Turriff Presbytery Records the identity 
of the -donor is revealed—"6th Sept. 1680. The 
said day Mr George Garden presented to the 
minister and elders of the session ane ticket 
of the Viscountess of Frendraught wherein she 
declares that she had received from him in 
trust and keeping ane silver basin and two 
silver cups belonging to the Church of Forgue, 
together also with two Communion tablecloths, 
with two little barrels for holding the Com-
munion wine and also a silver chalice and 
paten giftit by the late Viscount of Fren-
draught which ticket the said Mr George Gar-
den is to keep till these things be delivered to 
the minister and elders. As James the second 
Viscount died in 1678, the minute of 1680 re-
ferring to him as the late Viscount fixes him 
as donor. Further interest attaches to these 
two vessels from the fact that the donor re-
nounced Roman Catholicism in 1663. There can 
be no doubt that this chalice and paten from 
their appearance and workmanship are very 
considerably older than the Forgue Cup of 
1565 and that they were made before the Re-
formation. But from whence they came, how 
or where they were used, cannot now be told. 
On these points history is silent. 

It is a great pleasure to know that the pre-
sent minister or Forgue, the Rev. R. T. Mon-
teith, B.D., lovingly cherishes these beautiful 
ancient vessels, looking upon them as the chief 
pride of his parish. When not in use they are 
carefully protected in a substantial and neatly 
fitting oaken chest, and affixed inside the lid, 
in the handwriting of the late Dr James Breb-
ner. for long minister of Forgue, is the fol-
lowing— 

These Communion Vessels were gifted to the 
Church of Forgue. 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



26 

The two cups, as the inscription bears, by 
James Creightoun as a thankoffering on his 
being found guiltless of the burning of his 

house in 1630, when Lord Aboyne and Gordon 
of Rothiemay perished in the flames. 

The Silver Salver in 1643 VID Presbytery 
Records Nov. 2nd 1643, by bis son, James First 
Viscount Frendraught, as a thankoffering on 
his elevation to the Peerage by Charles the 
First, 1642. 

The Chalice and Paten by bis son, James 
the second Viscount before 1680 VID Kirk Ses-
sion records 1680. They were probably the 
private Communion Vessels of his grand-
mother (James's Lady), who was a Roman 
Catholic, and he being a Protestant gifted 
them to the Church of Forgue, July 8th, 
1663, Presbytery records. After being long 
disused they were repaired and restored by 
the pious care of the Representative of the 
Frendraught family Alexander Morison of 
Bognie and Jessie Duff, his wife, who also 
provided for them this chest anno 1872. 

Certified by James Brebner, 
their Minister. 

After the burning of Frendraught the for-
tunes of the once powerful House of Crichton 
seemed to wane, and in no long time were ex-
tinguished. In Chambers's Domestic Annals 
we read "In Stirling Castle in 1692 lay the 
Viscount Frendraught (this was Lewis the 
fourth Viscount), and having only about 500 
marks per annum Scots (about £34), it was of 
importance that bis wife should be allowed to 
come and live with him instead of requiring 
a separate maintenance, to so low an ebb 
had the once flourishing bouse of Frendraught 
reached." 

Dr Temple in "The Thanage of Fermartyn" 
says "With Lewis the fourth Viscount ended 
the connection of the Crichtons of Crichton and 
Frendraught, with Forgue, a family tha t hail 
been Lords paramount of tha t parish for more 
than three hundred years. Their house was 
left unto them desolate and a t the present 
day the name of Crichton has all but ceased 
in Forgue. They all sleep, the whole genera-
tions of them, in nameless graves, for no one 
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can point to the grave of a Crichton. As was 
said of the proud Comyns, Earls of Buchan, 
that there was no memorial left them in the 
land save the orisons of the monks of Deer, 
so of the Crichtons of Frendraught, there is 
no memorial left of them in their native parish 
save the sacred vessels in use a t the present 
day in the Kirk of Forgue." 

Are we not then privileged beyond measure 
by having the only memorial of the Crichtons 
left of them in their native parish, these sacred 
vessels, here to-night, the two Cups giftit to 
God and to His Kirk of Forrig by James 

Crichton just 300 years ago, the bowl from the 
hands of the first Viscount proud of his ad-
vancement in 1642, and the very ancient chalice 
and paten, the gift of the second Viscount, 
following the example of his fathers. Their 
presence stirs the imagination. The curtain of 
time is lifted up and the days of long ago seem 
to draw very near. 

Marnoch and Inverkeithnie Cups. 
When Sir James Crichton presented the two 

Cups to Forgue he at the same time made a 
like gift to the neighbouring parishes of Aber-
chirder and Inverkeithnie, where parte of his 
great estate were situated, and in these par-
ishes the Cups are still preserved. They closely 
resemble the Cups of Forgue. One of the Aber-
chirder Cups has engraved in one line round 
the rim of the bowl, "Giftit to God and to His 
Church be James Creightoun of Frendraught 
to the Kirk Aberchirder 1633." It has the Edin-
burgh hall mark—the initials of the maker, 
Thomas Kirkwood, admitted 1632, and of the 
deacon, George Cranford, deacon 1633-35. This 
Cup was made in 1633, the year of its pre-
sentation to the parish. The other Cup is 
larger in size, with this inscription, "Given to 
God and His Kirk be James Creightoun of 
Frendraught to the Kirk of Aberchirder." In-
side the bowl is, "I will tak the cup of Sal-
vation and cal upon the name of the Lord, 
1636." The hall mark is Edinburgh, the initials 
of the maker, Gilbert Kirkwood. admitted in 
1609, and the deacon's mark of the same man 
who held office from 1623 to 1625. Although this 

Cup was not presented until 1636 it is the older 
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Cup of the two, having been made between 
the years of 1623 and 1625. The inscription in-
side the bowl is of special interest. We have 
seen that the mazer was used a t all gather-
ings large and small and tha t the friendly 
custom was for each guest to drink from i t in 
turn. Inside the bowls of these mazers was 
generally a circular silver plate known as a 
print by which the bowl of the cup was fixed 
to the stalk. This print was frequently used 
for the purpose of ornamentation, the engrav-
ing perhaps of the representation of a saint, 
a verse of scripture or a coat of arms. This 
fashion has been followed to ornament the 
Aberchirder Cup with duw appropriation and 
most pleasing effect. 

One of the Inverkeithnie cups is exactly the 
same as the Aberchirder cup presented in 1633. 
The inscription is, "Giftit to God and His 
Church be James Creightoun of Frendracht to 
the Kirk of Inverkeithny 1633." The hal l 
marks, maker's and deacon's stamps are the 
same as on the Aberchirder Cup. I t also was 
made in 1633, the year of its presentation to 
the parish. The other Cup is larger and the 
inscription is, "Given to God and His Kirk of 
Inverkeithny be James Creightoun of Fren-
dracht—Patrone"—hall mark of Edinburgh. 
Initials of maker, Thomas Kirkwood, admitted 
1632, and the stamp of Adam Lamb, deacon 
1627-29, 1635-37, 1639-40. 1614-46. There is no date 
upon it, and from the marks it is impossible t o 
say definitely when this cup was made. I t 
could not have been before 1632, when the 
maker, Kirkwood, was admitted. But as Adam 
Lamb was deacon from 1635 to 1637, from 1639' 
to 1640, and again from 1644 to 1646, it might 
have been made during any of these years— 
not earlier than 1635 or later than 1646. But 
from the Strathbogie Presbytery Records we 
find the cup was in Inverkeithnie in 1642—"At 
Inverkeithnie 1642 Aug. 17. The said day the 
brethren fand also be contribution for the 
maist of the Laird of Frendracht wha had 
given also a pulpit cloth, two cups worth aucht 
score lbs. for the Communion and had erectit 
Communion table on his awin expenses." We 
are also told the worth of the cups, aucht 
score lbs. This amount given in the money of 
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Scotland is equivalent to £13 6s 8d in English 
currency. It is quite plain that James 
Crichton, af ter the burning of Frendraught, 
presented only one cup each to Aberchirder 
and Marnoch, not two as is generally supposed. 
As we have seen these two cups exactly re-
semble each other and had been procured no 
doubt at one and the same time for this pur-

pose. The other Aberchirder cup, although 
made in 1623 to 1625, was not given until 1636, 
and the other Inverkeithnie cup was not made 
until 1635 or perhaps some years later. 

The parishioners of Forgue, Aberchirder 
(now Marnoch), and Inverkeithnie, ought to 
be very proud to possess these valuable, fine 
old, mazer-shaped Communion Cups. From 
their form and design, their age and historic 
association, they are amongst the most inter-
esting of all the Communion Cups of Scotland. 

An Alvah Quaich. 
We now turn to another of our Church 

treasures of the North-East, the Communion 
Quaich of Alvah. We are sorry that little can 
be told about it. It represents in design the 
old Scottish drinking cup, the quaich. There 
is no inscription upon it and it hears no date. 
The diameter of the bowl is 6 3/8 inches and its 
depth 2 1/4 inches. Its height is 2 5/8 inches and the 
diameter of the foot 3 7-16 inches. It has two 
handles or lugs. On one of them are the initials, 
S.A.W.. and on the other D.I.E. The initials, 
S.A.W., are those of Sir Alexander Urquhart 
of Cromarty. From the marks we gather that 
the quaich was made in Edinburgh. It has 
the maker's initials of Edward Cleghorne, ad-
mitted 1649, and the deacon's stamp of Patrick 
Borthwick, 1661-1664, and again from 1683-1684. 
From this we can only say that it was made in 
one of the years 1661-1664 or in 1683-1684, a vague 
period of doubt extending over a period of 23 
years. There is no doubt that its original pur-
pose was to serve as a Communion vessel. In 
later times it was used to collect the offerings 
of the people when seated at the Communion 
Table. From Alvah Kirk Session Records— 
"1745 Aug. 29. Inventory—Two Silver Cups, a 
silver dish for collecting the money a t the 
Sacrament." At that time it was the custom 
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of the Church to take a collection a t the Com-
munion Table on behalf of the poor. Dr 
Cramond in his "Church and Churchyard of 
Cullen," 1883, says—"An unusual custom is 
still kept up in the Church of Cullen which ap-
pears to have survived from an early period 
whereby on Communion Sundays the elders 
make the collections a t the doors by means of 
ladles, in addition to which, collecting plates 
are placed on each Communion Table to re-
ceive the offerings of those who have communi-
cated." Does the custom still survive in 
Cullen? 

In recent years the Alvah quaich has been 
used as a baptismal basin, and very admir-
ably it suits this purpose. I t is interesting to 
find that the wife of the second Viscount Fren-
draught who presented the ancient chalice and 
paten to Forgue, was Christian, daughter of 
Sir Alexander Urquhar t of Cromarty, the 
donor of this quaich. 

There is jus t one other Cup in Scotland of 
this form, and it belongs to the Parish Church 
of Ayr. It resembles closely the Alvah quaich, 
and is almost the same size. On one of the 
lugs Ayr is engraved, and on the other, 1722. 
The Ayr quaich was made in 1719. That of 
Alvah is older, and we consider it the quaint-
est Communion Cup of the Church of Scotland. 

.The Beaker Cup. 
We have seen tha t in the south of Scotland 

the first Cups made af ter the Reformation 
were modelled from the design of the mazer, 
but it was another form of Cup which was in-
troduced into the service of the Church in this 
district. It was the beaker, a large drinking 
cup without stem or handle of any kind, and 
the use of this form of cup is confined to the 
North-East of Scotland. I t is in parishes of 
Forfarshire, Aberdeenshire, Banffshire, Moray 
and Nairn shires and as f a r north as the 
Orkney and Shetland Islands tha t these cups 
very extensively prevail. With the solitary ex-
ception of the parish of Biggar (where there 
are two) this class of cup is nowhere to be 
found in any parish south of the Tay. 

The reason for its restriction to this one 
district is tha t during the sixteenth and seven-
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teenth centuries an extensive intercourse and 
trade was carried on between Aberdeen and 
the Low Countries. The communications be-
tween seaport towns in the North-East and 
the Continent were more regular a t tha t time 
than between Aberdeen and such cities as 
Edinburgh and Glasgow. This relationship 
could not fail to exercise an influence and lead 
to the introduction of many articles of Con-
tinental manufacture. In this way the familiar 
drinking goblet or beaker of Holland found its 
way into many Scottish homes, more particu-
larly those near to Arbroath and Montrose, 
Aberdeen and Banff. The richer families pos-
sessed beakers made of silver. After the Re-
formation when the Church, particularly in 
the north, was in great straits for want of 
Communion utensils and when secular vessels 
were requisitioned for holding the Communion 
wine, the silver beaker belonging to private 
families was no doubt used for this purpose. 
Its use a t such a time had no doubt an in-
fluence on its being adopted as the form of 
Church Cup when each parish was required to 
provide suitable Communion vessels, with the 
result t ha t the great majority of the old cups 
in our locality are beakers. Nowhere else are 
so many of this form to be found except in 
Holland, where they are common. 

Some of our oldest and most ornamental 
beakers, for example those possessed by King's 
College, Old Aberdeen, Old Machar Church, 
and Ellon, bear Continental hall marks upon 
them. Very few beakers were made in Edin-
burgh. Aberdeen was the chier centre of their 
manufacture, and a few were made in Banff. 
The oldest of the Banff-made cups are the two 
which we have seen were made from the gilded 
chalice in 1679 by William Scott, silversmith. 
Another pair made bv him have the inscrip-
tion, "Dedicated to the Church of Banff by 
John Murray Burgess year 1698." There is also 
engraved upon them the emblems and mono-
gram of his trade (that of a shoemaker, to 
which he belonged). The tour are still re-
gularly used. Alvah Church has two of these 
cups with the Ogilvie arms and this inscription 

engraved upon them—"Georgius Ovilvius de 
Banf Deo & Ecclesiae Alvahensi hoc populum 
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consecravit 1625." (This Cup is dedicated to 
God and to the Church of Alvah by George 
Ogilvie of Banff 1625.) From this inscription 
we learn that there was only one cup presented 
to Alvah in 1625—"Hoc populum"—this cup. 
It is certain the two cups could not have been 
given then as they bear the mark of Patrick 
Scott, silversmith in Banff, 1710 to 1731. The 
1625 Cup about this period, 1710 to 1731, it may 
be inferred was converted into cups just as the 
old Banff chalice had been done by in 1679. 
A search through the Alvah Kirk Session re-
cords might confirm this. 

The donor of the original Alvah Cup was 
George Ogilvie. Lord Banff, and i t is rather 
startling to find tha t he is the George Ogilvie 
who took the leading par t in the slauchter of 
James Ogilvie of Paddocklaw in 1628 along 
with Sir George Ogilvie of Carnousie. the donor 
of the old Banff chalice. We are glad to note 
tha t these Ogilvies did not forget the Kirk and 
regret that this old Cup of Alvah is not still 
to the fore. George Ogilvie was created a 
Baronet in 1627, fought valiantly through the 
Civil War as a firm adherent of the King. He 
was one of the leaders a t the Trot of Turriff 
in 1639 and conspicuous a t the Battle of the 
Bridge of Dee in the same year, strongly op-
posing the Covenanters. But they had revenge. 
Munro marched the Covenanting Army to 
Banff and destroyed Sir George's beautiful 
garden and entirely wrecked his Palace of 
Banff. Inchdrewer, his country seat, did not 
escape. To raze this formidable pile was be-
yond their strength, bu t they smashed the 
doors and windows and everything tha t could 
be removed was carried off, even the iron gate. 
Charles the First, however, did not forget him. 
He gave him 10,000 marks towards repairing 
the damage his property had sustained and for 
his fai thful services created him a Peer of 
Scotland with the tit le of Lord Banff in 1642. 
He was the first Lord Banff. 

Forglen Church has two old beaker cups in-
scribed—"Dedicated to the Church of Forglen 
by Dame Agnes Falconer. Lady Banff," and 
on the bottom M.I.D. 1692 M.R., the initials 
of Mr John Dunbar, minister of the parish 
from 1676-1716. The Falconer arms are also 
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engraved on the body of the cups. Dame 
Agnes Falconer, Lady Banff, was the Hon. 
Agnes Falconer, only daughter of Alexander, 
first Lord Halkerton, and married George, 
second Lord Banff, who died in 1668. Their 
son George, the third Lord Banff, was a 
zealous Roman Catholic. The Ogilvie family 
embraced the reformed religion at the Re-
formation and the third Lord Banff returned 
to the ancient faith. He, however, renounced 
Popery in 1706, signed the formula against it, 
took the oath of allegiance and voted steadily 
with the Ministry for the Union with England. 
He was burned to death in the fire which 
destroyed the Castle of Inchdrewer in 1713, his 
fate being regarded by some as a judgment 
for his change of faith. I t is of interest to 
note Lady Banff presenting these cups to the 
Church of Forglen (notwithstanding the fact 
that her son was a t that time an ardent 

Roman Catholic) in 1692. the year Presby-
terianism was established by law. The For-
glen Cups were made by William Scott, Silver-
smith, Banff, whose marks they bear. 

The Church of Cullen possesses two cups— 
"Dedicated to the Church of Cullen by William 
Leslie of Birdsbank." The arms of the donor 
are engraved upon them, but there is no date. 
This parish in 1676 had no Communion Cups. 
From this fact and the maker's mark "William 
Scott Banff" it may be presumed they may 
have been presented about 1680. 

An Auchterless Gup. 
Two Cups belong to the Church of Auchter-

less. They are without date, being simply in-
scribed "Auchterless." The maker was Patrick 
Scott. Banff, who was a son of William Scott, 
the maker of the cups of Banff, Forglen and 
Cullen. There is an interesting story of one 
of these Auchterless Cups and with it we close. 

The present minister of Auchterless, Dr 
Duncan, some little time af ter his settlement 
there, had occasion to consult the old Session 
records for the purpose of writing a short ac-
count of his church. There he found this 
minute—"Auchterless 1748 Nov. 6. The Church 
utensils are as follows—Two Large Communion 
Cups of silver bought by contribution from the 
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Heritors and the Parish." Now Dr Duncan 
had not seen more than one cup and had not 
heard before of the existence of another. He 
made enquiries about it in all likely quarters 
but in vain. As these relics of the past make 
a strong appeal to Dr Duncan's good taste, it 
grieved him to give up hope of the cup ever 
being restored. One day, however, a collector, 
keen on the scent and hot on the trail of old 
Communion tokens, of which Auchterless 
possesses a rare example, called upon him, and 
his request was for one of these. Dr Duncan 
did not readily comply, but this collector was 
prepared. He had the wherewithal to bargain 
with. "Give me one of your old tokens and 
I will tell you where an old cup is belonging 
to your parish," was his proposal. The Doctor 
awoke to possibilities, handed over the token 
and was informed tha t the cup was in Banff. 
On writing to the address given, Dr Duncan 
was delighted to find tha t the information was 
correct. The lady in Banff was invited to the 
manse and asked to bring the cup along with 
her. On her arrival there, she enquired a t 
Dr Duncan if he would know the cup. He 
advised her not to undo the wrapping of her 
parcel until he produced his cup and tha t if 
it were found tha t it did not match the one 
she had, in every detail, he would make no fur-
ther claim upon it. On comparison, the lady's 
verdict was—"They're jist as like i ther as twa 
piz," and much to the Doctor's delight the cup 
was handed over. Light was shed upon the mys-
tery of its disappearance. The bellman had 
secured one of the old cups and made use of 
it as a suitable receptacle for nails and screws 
and other odds and ends, about the time when 
a new Communion service was presented to 
Auchterless about 1879. At the dispersal of 
bis effects, the cup somehow found its way 
back to Banff, the town in which it was made 
about 1710. Thus the cup tha t was lost was 
found again, and Dr Duncan tells with pride— 
"Since the restoration I have used both cups 
regularly a t the Communion notwithstanding 
the fact tha t our modern service is very 
beautiful." 

Since the introduction of the individual cup, 
it is a matter for great regret t ha t many 
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churches have laid aside their ancient and 
valuable vessels, f a r more valuable perhaps 
than they deem them to be. These beautiful 
old cups lend dignity to the Communion Table 
as nothing else can. Surely then, they ought 
to appear and occupy the place of honour, and 
some small service might still be permitted 
to them, so that their long and sacred con-
nection with the parish may be continued. 
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