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Annual Report. 

The annual report by Dr C. S. M'Pherson, 
joint hon, secretary, was presented in the fol-
lowing terms— 

When reviewing the Club's activities of 1934 
we can strike a note of t rue satisfaction. Not-
withstanding the many counter-attractions, 
the meetings have been well attended. The 
papers submitted were all of a high order and 
the subjects dealt with were of very varied 
interest. At las t year's annual meeting we 
had a cheerful report on the finances of the 
Club, the account showing a credit balance of 
£220 13s 7d. The membership totalled 95. In 
the course of the meeting three papers of con-
siderable historical value were read (1) "The 
Gordons of Myrieton Grange," by Dr J . M. 
Bulloch : (2) "The Stewarts of Drumin and 
Pittyvaich," by the same author ; (3) "The 
Castle of Kildrummy," by Dr Douglas Simp-
son. This was a resume of the lecture he de-
livered a t the Castle when the Club visited it 
on the occasion of their Summer meeting in 
July 1933. Coming to the present year, our 
first meeting was held on the 27th February. 
Mr William Adam, Morayhill, Banff, read a 
very exhaustive paper on "Old Communion 
Cups." To illustrate his lecture there were 
shown two beaker cups from the Church of St 
Mary's, Banff; two mazer cups, a basin and 
chalice and paten from the Church of Forgue, 
and a quaich from the Church of Alvah. Mr 
Adam made a wide survey of sacred vessels 
used in the sanctuary from the earliest times, 
and gave a detailed description of those still 
in use in many of the Parish Churches of the 
North-East. The author was warmly thanked 
lor this very valuable contribution to the 
Transactions of the Club. 

On 27th March we had a visit from an old 
and tried friend of the Club, Alistair N. Tayler 
Esq., of Glenbarry. He read a charming and 
informative paper on the Castle of Balvenie. 
He traced the history of the Castle from earli-
est times. He was able to give full details of 
its history since it came into the hands of the 
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Fife family. Mr Tayler, who was accompanied 
by his sister, Miss Henrietta Tayler, got a cor-
dial reception from an unusually large audi-
ence. 

On 17th April the Club welcomed a new con-
tributor to the Transactions of the Club in the 
person of Thomas Innes. Esq., of Learney, 
Carrick Pursuivant to the Lord Lyon King at 
Arms. He read a valuable and interesting 
paper on the "Barony of Crommey in Mar-
noch." He went very fully into the history of 
the family of Innes and their relation to the 
parish of Marnoch and the town of Aberchir-
der. 

On 21st July the Club had its annual Summer 
meeting. Over fifty members of the Club and 
their friends journeyed to Donside. Their first 
visit was to the "Earth" or Picts' Houses a t 
Muir of Clova. Dr Douglas Simpson, Librarian 
of Aberdeen University, gave a short address 
descriptive of these houses, he said there were 
now only two houses left out of the forty 
which had formed a Pictish village, and the 
period of occupation was between 100 B.C. and 
400 A.D. 

The party then visited Craig Castle, where 
they were welcomed by Mr and Mrs Penny 
Craik. Dr Simpson gave full details of the 
history of Craig Castle. The various rooms 
were inspected by the company under his guid-
ance and he explained the outstanding archi-
tectural features. The picturesque garden and 
grounds were also visited. 

Tea was served in the Gordon Arms Hotel. 
Rhynie. Dr M'Pherson, Joint Secretary, occu-

pied the Chair, and a t the close proposed a 
hearty vote of thanks to Dr Simpson and to 
Mr, Mrs and Miss Penny Craik. 

A visit was afterwards paid to the Church-
yard of Rhynie, where Dr Simpson gave an 
explanation of the various symbols on the 
Pictish stones near the gate of the Church-
yard. 

The whole excursion was very instructive 
and profitable and was much enjoyed by all. 

At a meeting held on 6th November, Mr G. 
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M. Fraser, Librarian, Aberdeen City Library-
delivered an address on the "Dialects of the 

North-East." The lecture proved of absorbing 
interest. It. dealt very fully with the signifi-
cance of personal and place names in the 
North-East District and with many phases of 
the lives of the inhabitants. The paper was 
highly appreciated and led to animated discus-
sion. The writer. Mr Fraser, was cordially 
thanked for his presence and his able address. 

In this, the fifty-fourth year of our existence. 
I think we may congratulate ourselves that 
the Club still functions and that as yet there 
are no signs of senile decay. 

Mr F. L. Braid, hon. treasurer, presented an 
abstract of the accounts for the year. In the 
matter of income, there was brought forward 
a balance of £202 17s l1d, subscriptions received 
(luring the year amounted to £16 10s, and the 
total income was £244 3s 9d. The expenditure 

was £27 7s 2d and there was carried forward a 
balance of £216 16s 7d. The membership was— 

Life members 3. hon. members 5. ordinary 
members—ladies 25, gentlemen 63. 

Both reports were adopted and Dr M'Pher-
son and Mr Braid were thanked for their work 
in connection with them. 

All the office-bearers were re-appointed and 
an interesting meeting took end with a vote 

of thanks to the president 

At the summer excursion of the Club Dr W. 
Douglas Simpson, Old Aberdeen, spoke on UK-
historic interests and ancient roads of Auchin-
doir, Rhynie and Essie. Since then, Dr Simp-
son has kindly forwarded his paper on the sub-
ject and the present volume of the Transac-
tions takes end with it— 
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