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TUESDAY, 17th APRIL 1934. 

A representative attendance of members was 
present a t a meeting of the Club this evening 
a t which Sheriff More presided. The business 
was to hear a paper by Mr Thomas Innes of 
Learney, Carrick Pursuivant to the Lord Lyon 
King-of-Arms, on The Barony of Crommey, in 
Marnoch, which belonged to a branch of his 
own family of Innes. 

Sheriff More in introducing Mr Innes said 
tha t as a Club they ought to feel very flat-
tered to have such a learned gentleman 
amongst them who had come so f a r to give 
them out of his great knowledge of local his-
tory and affairs. He welcomed Mr Innes very 
much on his own account because he was a. 
very distinguished member of the Faculty to 
which he had the honour to belong, the 
Faculty of Advocates. Mr Innes had already 
established himself in tha t Faculty as one 
who had gone back to the traditions of the 
past. Nowadays so many people in learned 
societies had forgotten the old traditions, and 
he; supposed no society, in Scotland a t any-
Tate, had done more for the preservation of 
history than the Faculty of Advocates. There 
was a t ime when they thought they had lost 
t ha t outlet which some of the members had 
used, and i t was very grat i fying, he knew, to 
all the members of the Faculty tha t they had 
recovered a grea t deal of what they had lost 
by the work Mr Innes of Learney was doing. 
He was not only a very profound historian 
but a great exponent of the a r t of Heraldry, 
and he occupied a very distinguished position 
in the land in connection with the Lyon King-
of-Arms Office, and although tha t was the first 
time they had met him face to face in the 
Banffshire Field Club, his name was well 
known to them all. (Cheers.) He did not know 
if Mr Innes was to take them into the realms 
of Heraldry or not but what he did not know 
about "lions couchant" and "tigers rampant 
and tha t kind of thing was not worth knowing. 
(Laughter and cheers.) 
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Mr Innes acknowledged the Chairman's re-
ference to his work and said he could claim 
a t least to have begun early in these matters 
because very soon a f t e r he was able to read 
he got the run of the l ibrary and "devoured" 
Sir Walter Scott's works and other learned 
books, so tha t perhaps accounted for his tak-
ing an interest in these things. At anyra te 
that was what he did a t a t ime when his 
tutors and governesses were wishing he would 
acquire a knowledge of other things of which 
he was still profoundly ignorant . (Laughter.) 
Mr Innes then pointed out t h a t Family 
History occupies a somewhat different 
position in Scotland from other countries, be-
cause owing to the Clannish social system of 
our country, the subject has a much wider 
appeal than elsewhere. The younger branches 
of lines of chiefs, chief ta ins and lairds, spread 
a s tacksmen and tenants on the countryside, 
and other younger sons went into business in 
the neighbouring little burghs, so t h a t by 
these and the marriages of numerous daugh-
ters, the whole framework of Scottish society 
was closely interknit , and the baronial 
families of each county have been a source of 
pride and interest to a wide circle of connec-
tions through many generations, and now 
spread through many walks of life. The paper 
which followed was in these terms:— 

THE BARONY OF CROMMEY. 
The Barony of Crommey forms the Western 

half of the Thaneage of Aberchirder, and for 
the most par t occupies the litt le s t r a t h be-
tween the ridge of Drumfeirie and the Meikle 
Brown Hill, across which its boundary extends 
to include the lands of Sunnyside and Rae-
more, which look westwards across Strath-
isla. Through the glen runs the Water of 
Ciommey, fed by the burns of Tullyfaff, Culvie, 
and Auchinderran, whilst the burn of Quhomie 
forms the southern boundary between the 
Barony of Crommey and the lands of Ard-
meallie. At the mouth of t he Burn of Crom-
mey itself lies the Kirkton of Aberchirder with 
its little meadow and the Cell and Holy Well 
of St Marnan. 

Crommey has always been an independent 
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.fief within the Thaneage, indeed, this is an 
interesting fea ture of Aberchirder, since It 
probably explains the term "Lordship of Aber-
chirder" applied to the district in the 15th 
century. At tha t period the term dominium 
seems to have connoted two or more freeholds, 
o r a barony and subsidiary freehold united 
into a single Crown fief, without actually 
sinking their individual identities. A similar 
(practice existed in French feudal conveyanc-
ing, where barronies were created from the 
erection of three seigneuries. 

The first char ter evidence concerning the 
terr i tory of Crommey is the deed by 
which John, Lord Lindsay of the Byres on 
16 J a n u a r y 1426, disponed to Jane t de Aber-
chirder and Walter de Innes her son, all the 

annua l rents or superiorities formerly due to 
him fu r th of the Lordahip of Aberchirder, ex-
cepting the Superiority and following of 
Crommey. The Royal Confirmation of this 
char ter granted to Sir Walter Innes of t ha t 
ilk, then a knight, and dated a t Kildrummie 
19 August 1453, was long in the Innes Charter-
Chest but lost in course of the 19th century, 
and was recovered two years ago by Mr J . S. 
Richardson, Chief Inspector of Ancient Monu-
ments, and is now in H.M. Register House. In 
this char te r the names are spelt Aberker-
dour, Abirkerdore, and Crumbie (the b being 
silent in Gaelic). I t is usually stated in Gaelic 
dictionaries, t h a t the word "Crombaidh" 
means crook or crooked, but there is nothing 
crooked in the glen of Cromey, unless it were 
to refer to the point where the course of the 
burn bends westward up towards Tullyfaff. I 
think, however, t h a t the real origin of the 
name is Crodh (cattle) mhaigh (a plain or 
field), so tha t Crodh mhaigh naturally means 
the "cattle pa rk" o r "cattle plain," just as 
Rothiemay, which has been regarded as inex-
plicable, seems natural ly to mean the "Forta-
lice of the Pla in" or "Field." The circum-
stances which led to the grant of the 1453 
charter were, t ha t a hundred years earlier, on 
the death of Archibald, Thane of Aberchirder, 
about 1358, John de Aberchirder his heir, was 
for some reason unable to pay the Crown dues 
on entry, so the overlordship of the lands was 
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given to Sir Walter Leslie, Earl of Ross, with 
the proviso that , should the heirs of the old 
Thanes make up their titles, they should hold 
of Leslie and his heirs, in place of the Crown. 
(Scottish Notes and Queries, 1932, pp. 21, 37; 
Records of the Family of Leslie, I., pp. 23, 73.) 
The (heirs of the Thanes did continue to hold 
the dominum utile of Aberchirder unti l Jane t , 
daughter of Sir David de Aberkerdor the last 
Thane, married Sir Alexander Innes 9th of 
tha t ilk. By the commencement of the 15th 
ccntury she, and Sir Walter her son, found 
themselves in a position to begin recovering 
the overlordship, which had passed to the Lord 
of the Isles as Leslie's heir, whilst in 1373 a 
mid-superiority had been created for the Lind-
says of the Byres, of whom Sir William was a 
half-brother of the Ear l of Ross. (Great Seal, 
I., 621.) When Sir Bobert l imes 11th of that 
ilk was infef t as heir to his f a the r Sir Walter, 
Lord Lindsay's preccpt, 4 Ju ly 1456, shows t h a t 
the lands of Crommey had however not yet 
been recovered (Familie of Innes, 76), nor even 
when Sir James, 12th Laird, succeeded 1 Feb-
ruary 1464 (lb. 78), but on 6 November 1487, the 
Crown superiority of the Thaneage and the 
"superiority and following" of Crommey, were 
finally re-acquired by Sir James's son and 
heir, to whom James III . granted a charter as 
dilecto familiari servitor i Alexandro Innes 
filio Jacobi Innes de eodem, the destination 
being successively to the heirs male of the 
body of Alexander himself, whom failing, to 
his brothers, Robert, William, George and 
James (His youngest brother Thomas, men. 
tioned in a Muldavit entail of 1491 (Familie of 
Innes, 87), is for some reason omitted), and 
this charter not only shows us the young 
Alexander, like his fa ther , a member of the 

Royal Household, but also t h a t a f te r the 
lapse of a century, the lineal heir of the old 
Thanes of Aberchirder once more held their 
great Banffshire domain directly f rom the 
Crown, though no longer under the old tenure 
of thaneage, but as feudal barons. (Great 
Seal, II., 1693.) Sir James Innes, 12th of t ha t 
ilk, fa ther of the above-mentioned Alexander, 
was twice married, 1st to Lady Jane t Gordon, 
daughter of the 1st Earl of Huntly by his se-
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cond marr iage with Elizabeth Crichton, and 
by her he had two sons, 

1. Alexander, 13th Baron of Innes, and 
Baron of Aberchirder. 

2. Robert, of Rothmakenzie, of whose de-
scendants we a re about to t reat , as Barons 
of Crommey. 
Sir James married 2ndly, Margaret Culane, 

widow of William Holland, burgess of Aber-
deen, and I am afra id their association began 
before the death of the worthy burgess. By 
this lady, Sir James had four sons, 

3. William, of Crommey, of whom presently. 
4. George, who I am afra id , like his bro-

ther, was born an adulterine bastard, and 
who died before 1517, when a Royal Letter 
(Privy Seal, No. 2944) was issued bestowing 
his goods upon his own two bastard sons, 
George and Hector, of whom the former ob-
tained a t ransumpt of the Letters of Gift 
16 February 1534/5. (A.D.C. & S., VI., f. 45.) 

5. James, of Rothiebrisbane and Muldavit, 
who appears to have been the eldest lawful 
heir of the 2nd marriage, and upon him his 
f a the r settled the lands of Muldavit in 1491 
(Familie of Innes, 87), but he subsequently 
quarrelled with his elder brother, who im-
prisoned him in 1493, the reason not being 
f a r to. seek. He had questioned not only his 
own elder brother's, but his eldest half-
brother (and chief's) legitimacy, since he 
styled himself "son and heir of the late 
James Innes of t h a t ilk." (Great Seal, 2792. 
The assertion was unfounded, for Alexander, 
14th Laird of Innes, is expressly termed 
"grandson, heir, and successor of Sir James 
in a Court of Session action, 25 May 1542, 
Acta Dominorum Councilii et Sessionis, Vol. 
19, f. 87.) He died apparently without issue, 
prior to 1510, when his lands of Rothiebris-
bane were conferred by the Crown upon Ro-
bert Innes of Innermarkie. (Great Seal, No. 
3533.) 

6. Thomas, first mentioned in the Muldavit 
entail of 1490, who may be the "Thomas 
Innes in Balnacoull" who, along with Wil-
liam Innes of Crommey, Robert Innes in 
Drainie. and Berowald Innes in Halton, are 
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witnesses, 30 March 1499, to the Charter of 
Kilmalemnock, by Alexander Innes of t ha t 
ilk in favour of his brother, Robert Innes of 
Rothmakenzie. (Ib. No. 2493.) I t is not un-
likely tha t he was ancestor of the Inneses of 
Pethnik, though I have so f a r no definite 
evidence of this. 

3. Iona, married Robert Gordon of Udauch. 
(Ib. No. 3111.) 
William Innes of Crommey, eldest son of 

Sir James's second marriage, evidently received, 
a feu charter of the lands of Cromey to be 
held under his elder brother, Alexander Innes 
13th of tha t ilk. Under the designation "of 
Crommey," he appears as witness to the Kil-
malemnock Charter of 30 March 1499. On 8 
January 1501, he is again styled "Wilhelmo 
Innes de Crommey when witnessing a sasine 
of Ogston. (Leuchars Charter-Chest.) In 1505 he 
as comorantis in Crommy, received a remis-
sion for seizing the goods of Gilbert Turtr ies 
and stealing 2 oxen from Thomas Geddes. 
(Privy Seal, 1134.) I t appears to have been 
eventually resolved to t ransfer Crommey to 
his half-brother, and it is possible t h a t Wil-
liam subsequently became kindly tenan t of St 
Andrews-Kirkton, anyhow a William Innes in 
St Andrews Kirkton was member of the assize 
which retoured Andrew Hay of Kilmalemnock 
17 May 1513. (Familie of Innes, 93.) William 
had a son wtho, as Barraldo Innes filio Wil-
helmo Innes de Crommy, was witness 8 January 
1501, to a sasiue of Elizabeth Ogston, upon 
Ogston and Plewlands (Leuchars Charter 
Chest), and if the connection with St Andrews 
K i r k t o n could be established, i t would seem 
probable tha t this Berowald was fa ther of 
Alexander Innes in St Andrews Kirkton who,, 
along with Berowald his son, witnessed the 
Will of Lady Barbara Sinclair, wife of Alex-
ander, 16th Laird of Innes in May 1575. The 
seal used by this William Innes of Crommey 
in 1499, displays a shield; Quarterly 1st and 
4th, two boars' heads erased in pale; 2nd and 
3rd, two stars in fess. (Macdonald, Scottish 
Armorial Seals, No. 1421.) 

Robert Innes of Rothmakenzie, second son 
of Sir James 12th of Innes by Lady Jane t 
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Gordon, was the next Laird and founder of the 
baronial house of Innes of Crommey. I t would 
seem tha t soon a f te r Crommey was settled 
upon William, that his half-brothers resolved 
tha t the estate should finally be settled upon 

Robert, though it would appear that William 
was unwilling- to be ousted, for although the 
original g r a n t to neither of the brothers is 
extant, Forbes of Culloden saw a Charter of 
Warrandice, granted by Alexander 13th of that 
ilk to Robert Innes his brother-german in 
1499, of the lands of Garmoch and others in 
warrandice of Crommey, and further, a Resign-
ation and Sasine in March 1499, by which Laird 
Alexander settled upon his full brother the 
lands of Rothmakenzie (from which he took 
his title), Muiraik, Brakenhills, and others, 
upon which the said honorabiiis vir Robertus 
Innes, frater Germanus, nobilis viri Alexandri 
Innes de eodem, was infeft in Rothmakenzie, 
20 April 1500. (Familie of Innes, 26.) During 
1499 Robert had assumed the title "of Crom-
mey," as appears from two deeds in tha t year, 
and one g i f t of Crommey and Tullyfoff in the 
Barony of Aberkirdour, was confirmed by a 
Charter under the Great Seal, 1 June 1499, but 
being " f rus t r a t of the possession of Cromy by 
his elder brother, who only gave him Garmoch, 
Corskie, and Newton in warrandice of it, he 
designed himself of the lands of Rothmakenzie 
whereof he was possessed, which is plain by 
two precepts given a t Aberdeen in May 1501, 
where he appoints his brother, James Innes 
(i.e. Rothiebrisbane), to be infeft for warran-
dice in the Middle Room (Middle Room means 
the central portion of the estate) of Rothma-
kenzie, and in Blairmaud." 

The real trouble by which Robert was "frus-
t r a t " of the possession of Crommey was appar-
ently the prior infeftment of his brother. On 
15 September 1503, there is an agreement be-
tween Robert Innes "off Crommy bruther ser-
in an to Alexander Innes of that ilk on the ane 
pa i r t and Maister Gilbert Hay on the tother 
pair t ," in terms of which Hay is to resign any 
claims he has to the lands of the Barony of 
Kilmalemnock, viz. Pitgownie, St Andrews 
Kirkton, Barflathills, and Dunkinty, on receipt 
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of 600 merks, and 10 merks worth of land in 
Buchan. On 22 October 1608, the Prior of Plus-
carden set in tack of Robert Innes of Rothma-
kenzie, the 2 coble fishings in Spey," fo r their 
special service and defence done to the Abbey, 
especially in removing of robbers, and for pro-
viding twa tabernacles in the Abbey, t ha t is to 
say, ane a t the High Altar, and another to 
Our Lady." (J. C. Macphail, History of the 
Priory of Pluscarden.) Both the carved taber-
nacles were imported by Robert from Flanders. 
On 6 October 1531, Robert Innes of Rothmaken-
zie was a member of the ju ry which retoured 
Patrick Hay of Urie as heir to Andrew his 
father, in a 40 merks annua l ren t f u r t h of the 
Barony of Kilmalemnock, and on this Retour 
the seal of Robert Innes of Rothmakenzie and 
Crommey is extant. (Innes Charter Chest.) 
In the following year, 3 August 1532, there is 
a Crown Charter of the Barony of Kilmalem-
nock in favour of Robert Innes of Rothma-
kenzie in liferent, and James Innes his son 
and apprent heir in fee, on the final resigna-
tion of Gilbert Hay of Kilmalemnock, who thus 
parted with his annual rent . (Great Seal, No. 
1209.) Robert Innes of Rothmakenzie and 
Crommey, Baron of Kilmalemnock, died prior 
to 6 March 1536, as appears f rom his son's Dis-
charge on the Third P a r t of Rothmakenzie. 
(Familie of Innes, 100.) He first marr ied a 
daughter of William Meldrum of Fyvie, as 
appears from a tak of the Woodend of Fyvie, 
dated 4 November 1508, and granted by George 
Meldrum of Fyvie, who styles Robert Innes of 
Rothmakenzie his "brother of law"; Secondly, 
a daughter of (Alexander?) M'Culloch of 
Plaidds, apparent ly a sister of William M'Cul-
loch of Plaidds and aun t of Robert M'Culloch 
his son(?). (Gt. Seal, IV., No. 681, when Ro-
bert styles Plaidds his avunculus. The son of 
this second marr iage acquired from his ma-
ternal relatives the lands of Plaidds and the 
office of Hereditary Baillie of the Immunities 
of Saint Duthac of Tain. 

By his first wife, daughter of William Mel-
drum of Fyvie, Robert of Rothmakenzie had 
issue, one son, 

1. James, 2nd of Rothmakenzie and Crom-
mey. 
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By his second marriage, with the daughter 
of Angus M'Culloch of Plaidds, he had fur ther 
issue, 

2. Alexander, of P;aidds and Cadboll, Con-
stable of Orkney, Captain of Kirkwall Castle, 
and Hereditary Baillie of the Immunities of 
Tain, who married Isobel, daughter of, I 
think, the first or seoond Innes of Drainie, 
and left issue from whom the Inneses of 
Leuchars (On 22 Dec. 1602 i t was alleged tha t 
John Innes of Leuchars and James Innes of 
Drainie were "2nd and 3rd of kin."—Kerr V. 
Innes, A. & D„ cciv., 162.), Dunkinly, Black-
hills, Dippell, Lichnett, and Redhall. 

3. John, who became a burgess of Elgin and 
succeeded his fa ther in "Our Lady's High 
House" in the Greyfriars wynd of Elgin, in 
regard to which on 12 May 1550, he had liti-
gation with Agnes Robertson as liferentrix 
of the building. (Records of Elgin, I., 102.) 
She was evidently the relict of Alexander 
Murray of Fochabers, whose son and heir, 
Robert Murray, had on 19 July 1516, sold to 
J ames Innes of Cromey, his right and rever-
sion of the redemption of "the hcich hoose 
calli t Our Lady hoose, lyand within the 
burgh of Elgin upon the north side of the 
samyn, f r a the King's common street a t the 
south tae the deid dreich of Harvey's Haugh 
a t the north," and which had been origin-
a l ly purchased by Robert Innes of Rothma-
kenzie 28 February 1522, from David Thom-
son, by Robert Innes of Rothmakenzie. 
(Innes Charters, B—2—15F/13B.) As "John 
Innes, elder, son of umqll Robert Innes of 
Rothmakenzie," he became Lawburrows 22 
May 1551 for Andrew Boyne (Records of Elgin, 
I., 108), and on 3 October 1651, John Innes 
elder and John Innes younger, were both 
elected Baillies of Elgin. (Ib. I., 110.) 

1. Beatrix, marr ied Peter Winchester of 
Ardtrailzie, with a tocher of 300 merks, which 
was unpaid 24 June 1569, when her husband 
sued the laird of Crommey in the Privy 
Council. 
He also had a bastard son, 

John, "son na tu ra l of umqll Robert Innes 
of Rothmakenzie," who sat on an assize re-
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garding the late Earl of Moray, 24 March; 
1553. (Ib. I., 119.) Of his career we know 
nothing further , except t h a t on 15 September 
1551 he obtained Letters of Legitimation 
under the Privy Seal for himself and four of 
his own bastards, 

1. Alexander, 
2. Andrew, 
3. Margaret, 
4. Janet . 

James Innes 2nd of Crommey, having suc-
ceeded his fa ther prior to 6 March 1536, when 
he effected a settlement regarding the Third-
par t of Eothmakenzie, with his half-brother,. 
Alexander (Familie of Innes, 100), and his 
father having died intestate, he was confirmed 
executor 3 July 1540 as son and heir. (Ib. 104.) 
He had trouble both with his chief and with 
his half-brother. As regards the lat ter , he-
expede a Notarial Inst rument in Elgin Ca-
thedral 7 May 1541 in presence of George, Earl 
of Caithness and Mr Alexander Sutherland, 
Dean of Caithness, to the effect t ha t he had 
offered his said brother, Alexander, 200 merks, 
or 10 merks of land, or an annui ty of 20 bolls 
of victual, in satisfaction of his share in his 
father 's estate, and he appears to have made 
a similar arrangement in victual with his 
brother John. (Ib. 27.) On 24 November 1533, a 
Submission had been entered into, between 
Alexander Innes, son and appeirand heir of 
Alexander Innes 13th of t ha t ilk on the one 
part, and James Innes, son and appeirand 
heir of James Innes of Rothmakenzie, on the 
other, regarding the delay in settling the 
arrangement about Crommey. On 12 December 
1537, Robert, Abbot of Kinloss; Henry, Dean of 
Brechin; James Foulis of Colinton, Clerk Re-
gister; Sir Adam Otterburn of Redhall, Lord 
Advocate; and Mr Thomas Bellenden, were as 
judges arbiters, and resolved :-(1) t h a t James 
should resign the two parts of Garmoch in fa-
vour of the Laird of Innes; (2) t h a t the Laird 
of Innes should redeem the lands of Corskie 
before the Purification of the Virgin 1538; and 
that within the same period James should (3) 
redeem the lands of Newton which had been 
alienated under reversion for 240 merks; (4) 
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the Laird of Innes should pay the Laird of 
Rothmakenzie 120 merks to square up the 
account, when the young Laird of Innes shall 
be infef t in the whole lands of Garmoch, New-
ton, and Corskie, which the Laird of Roth-
makenzie is to hold of Alexander in warran-
dice of Cromey, Tullyfoff, Brakenhills, and the 
half of the New Mill of the Forest of Boyne, in 
all of which Robert Innes of Rothmakenzie 
was already infeft , but it is provided tha t 
Crommey and Tullyfoff are henceforth to be 
converted into a Crown fief. (Ib. 101.) On 20 
November 1542, Alexander Innes 14th of t ha t 
ilk, son and heir of the deceased Alexander, 
13th Laird, conveyed Crommey and Tullyfoff 
with the Woodlands of Cromey, all in the 
Barony of Aberchirder, in favour of James 
Innes son and apparent heir of the now de-
ceased Robert Innes of Rothmakenzie, in terms 
of the foregoing Decree Arbitral, and this 
charter , which is actually a Charter of Superi-
ority, was confirmed by the Crown 18 March 
1542/3. (Great Seal, III . , 2885.) In virtue of a 
Precept for 7 March 1543, directed by Alexander 
Innes of t h a t ilk to John Tulloch his baillie, 
James Innes of Crommey had sasine of the 
estates of St Andrews Kirkton, Foresterseat, 
and Dunkinty. (Familie of Innes, 108.) Whilst 
on 22 Ju ly 1543 he had obtained the specified 
char ter of Garmoch, Corskie, and Newton, in 
warrandice of Crommey and Tullyfaffe, and 
the half of the New Mill of Forest of Boyne. 
(Ib. 113.) On 7 May 1545, "James Innes of 
Crommy" acquired Burrowbrigs, and the 
four th pa r t of Murraston, from Thomas 
Gaderar, Rector of Murthlak. (Ib. 114.) In 
1543, Foresterseat, and Kilmalemnock was the 
Morayshire residence of the Laird of Crom-
mey (Disposition of Newmill in Boyne to An-
drew Moir. Familie of Innes, 114.), but on 19 
Ju ly 1546, perhaps on the occasion of his kins-
man the young chief desiring to reside a t 
Foresterseat, Crommey acquired Our Lady s 
High House from the Murrays of Fochabers. 
(Ib. maybe a bond.) As Forbes points out, 

"No sooner had James in 1543 got posses-
sion of those lands of Cromy, for which ho 
had paid money the July before, since their 
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holding was of the King, and t h a t Cromy had 
been his fa ther Robert's first designation, 
James immediately changed his t i t le from 
Rothmakenzie to Cromy, as is evident by the 
charter of precept, both given under his seal 
and subscription 26 February 1543, to Andrew 
Moir upon the half of Newmill, so t h a t in 
January he was designed Rothmakenzie, and 
in February Cromy, which he ever after-
wards kept." (Ib. 28.) 
I t thus appears, al though the char ter is not 

extant, tha t the erection of Crommey as a 
Crown fief took place in February 1543/4, and 
it was probably a t this time t h a t the old ha ' 
hoose was replaced by the present Crommey 
Castle, erected a t the Newton of Crommey, and 
which on account of its being fu r the r up the 
valley, was first known as the Overhall of 
Crommey. 

Upon the 10th day of September, James Innes 
of Crommey "died under the Queen's Banner 
a t Pinkie," for which she gives his son and 
heir, Alexander Innes of Crommey, the free 
g i f t of his ward and nonentries. (Under the 
Privy Seal, 6 Nov. 1562, Familie of Innes, 29; 
Privy Seal, Vol. 31, f. 49.) The letter bearing 
tha t he fell "under Oure banner in defence of 
yis Oure realme in the field of Pinkie." His 
brother John was appointed executor dative 
and gave in an Inventory of his goods so late 
as 12 June 1576; amongst other items he owned 
46 oxen, and some "silver wark." (Edinburgh 
Commissariot, Testaments, Vol. IV., f. 187.) 

James Innes of Crommey first marr ied Cath-
erine Gordon, daughter of The Hon. Sir Wil-
liam Gordon 1st of Gight. (House of Gordon, 
I., 184.) The marr iage took place prior to 1537, 
when they had a conjunct infeftment of the 
Two P a r t of Rothmakenzie— (Familie of Innes, 
28)—which infeftment, proceeding on the Re-
signation of Robert the fa ther , showed tha t 
the marriage must have taken place before his 
death, circa 1535. Mr Bulloch suggests t ha t 
Catherine may have been named a f t e r her 
aunt, Lady Catherine Gordon, -who was mar-
ried to the celebrated Perkin Warbeck. On 16 
November 1540, James Innes of Rothmakenzie 
and Catherine Gordon his spouse, had a 
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char ter of Findrassie from the Bishop of 
Moray, of which they obtained Papal confirm-
ation 24 May 1542. (Deeds, XXI., f. 108.) Cath-
erine died in or before the following year, 
when a. Papa l Dispensation was issued for 
James 's second marr iage with a cousin Mar-
gare t Innes—(Familie of Innes, 21)—and they 
had a conjunct infeftment from the Bishop of 
Moray, of Findrassie 27 April 1545—(Deeds, 
XXI., f. 108)—and on 1 August 1545, a Crown 
Charter of Tullyfoff on the resignation of 
James Innes of Cromie. (Great Seal, No. 3144.) 
Margaret married secondly, Alexander Seton 
of Meldrum, from whom she had a charter of 
the lands of Gowner—(6 Jan . 1548; Great Seal, 
IV., 278)—and by him she was mother of Alex-
ander Seton, ancestor of Pitmedden. There 
appears however to have been some impedi-
ment, or the marr iage was dissolved, and she 
married thirdly, prior to 28 July 1564, as "re-
lict of James Innes of Cromey," to William 
Gordon of Arradoul, and they had a grant of 
the ward of Donimaid, Brakenhills, and Blair-
maud, in the Forest of Boyne. (Privy Seal, 
Vol. 32, f. 87.) They had litigation with her 
daughters before the Sheriff Wardatour of 
Elgin, 30 June 1582, for compt and reckoning of 
the proceeds of their father 's lands for 5 years 
following the batt le of Pinkie—(Acts & De-
creets, IX.» f. 155.)—whilst she and her daugh-
ters had a litigation with her stepson, Alex-
ander Innes of Crommey, which was not finally 
decided unt i l some years af ter his death, viz. 
22 February 1588. (Familie of Innes, 151.) In 
the Seton papers, Margaret is described as 
"daughter of Innes of Leuchars," and this per-
son is evidently James Innes variously de-
signed as "of" and "in" Leuchars, and who 
first appears as "James Innes, son of Alex-
ander Innes of tha t ilk" in witnessing a char-
ter dated a t Kinnairdy Castle 1 May 1514— 
(Gt. Seal, III. , 34.)—and he is first designated 
Leuchars when witnessing Alexander Innes of 
Plaidds' Discharge for the Third-Part of Roth-
makenzie, 10 March 1536. (Familie of Innes, 100.) 
She had two brothers, (1) Andrew, who accom-
panied the Laird of Innes to The Bloody Ves-
pers, 1 J a n u a r y 1554/5. (Pitcairn's Criminal 
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Trials, I., 376.) (2) Nicholas, who witnessed a 
charter of Carserig in 1581. (Gt. Seal, No. 1470.) 

James Innes 2nd of Crommey had by his first 
wife Catherine Gordon of Gight, a n only son, 

1. Alexander, of whom presently. 
By his second marr iage with Margaret Innes 

of Leuchars, he had four daughters, 
1. Mary, married Alexander Cheyne—(Acts 

& Decs., Vol. 28, f. 255.)—and she evidently 
died prior to 1588, when her three sisters are 
called " remanent bairns bye the heir." 
(Familie of Innes, 151.) 

2. Elizabeth or Elspeth, who as sister of 
"Alexander Innes of Cromey," married 1st, 
William King, then younger of Barra . He 
divorced her prior to 2 March 1563—(Scots 
Peerage, III. , 590.)—and she marr ied 2ndly be-
fore 20 June 1582, Walter Wilson, when she 
and her sister sued her mother and step-
father. (Acts & Decs., Vol. 91, f. 155.) 

3. Isobel, who married prior to 30 June 1582, 
Gilbert Baird—(lb., Vol. 91, f. 155.)—but in the 
litigation of 1588—(Familie of Innes, 151)— 
Baird is married to her younger sister Janet . 

4. Janet , who aiong with her sisters, Eliza-
beth and Isobel, was one of the executors-
dative to the testament of their fa ther , re-
corded in the Commissariot of Edinburgh, 12 
June 1576. 
Alexander Innes 3rd of Crommey was a 

minor when he succeeded t o the estates on his 
fa ther ' s death a t Pinkie. On 5 July 1558 he 
was retoured heir to his fa ther in the Moray-
shire lands of Redhall, Stynie, and Blackhills. 
(Ib. 118.) This probably marks his major i ty 
so he was apparent ly born in 1537, and was 
therefore the son of Catherine Gordon. He had, 
however, already on 15 December 1547, and ap-
parently in minority, had sasine as Alexander 
Innes of Cromie, upon the lands of Findrassie 
held of the Bishop of Moray. (Deeds, XXI. f. 
108.) In May 1548, his stepmother and the 
bairns, having been evicted f rom Frosterseat by 
Alexander Innes 14th of t h a t ilk, raised an 
action which was still undecided 5 December 
1578, when it was t ransferred aga ins t John 
Innes of tha t ilk. (Acts & Decs. Vol. 73. f. 231.) 
We next hear of young Alexander on 10 March 
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1559, when having married Beatrix Dunbar, 
daughter of Alexander the last Roman Catholic 
Prior of Pluscarden, the celebrated "Black 
Sandy," who granted them a charter in which 
the is styled "Alexander Innes of Crommye, 

son and heir of the deceased James Innes of 
Rothmakenzie" of the town and lands of 

Leuchars in the Begality of Urquhart. 
(Leuchars Charter Chest, and Familie of Innes, 
203.) Whether Black Sandy "made an honest 
woman of" Beatrix's mamma a t the Reform-
at ion I do not know, but whatever his daugh-
ter ' s status, she was well endowed, for on 9 
July 1560, there is another charter of a half 
cruive's fishing on the Spey, of which the 
instrument of sasine is in the Dunrobin Charter 
Chest. (Familie of Innes, 118.) On 6 November 
1562, Alexander Innes of Cromey had a Crown 
gran t of "the maills and duties of the tua 
pa r t of the lands of Crommye with the mill 
thereof, together with the relief thereof" when 
i t should fall due—(Privy Seal, Vol. 31, f. 49.) 
The dominum utile of the "third par t " was 
apparently still on wadsett (cf. Great Seal, 
I I I . , No. 1869) though the superiority of the 
"hai l l" lands appears to have been in the 
laird again (ibid. III. , No. 2885))—and presum-
ably the relief was soon a f te r paid, for on 
9 February 1562, the Laird had to borrow money 
on his annual rent out of Kilmalemnock, from 
his gude friend the Rev. George Dunbar, the 
lands of Redhall, and Stynie, being warrandice, 
and John Innes of Flithills (Barflathills), wit-
ness. (Deeds, VI. 216.) Beatrix Dunbar did 
not live long, and on 15 July 1663, a marriage 
contract was executed a t Cromarty between 
Alexander Urquhart , fiar of Cromarty, for the 
marriage of Jane t his daughter, with Alex-
ander Innes of Crommey. The ceremony was 
to take place before the 15th August, the 
tocher 2500 merks, and if there were no heirs 
male of the marriage, the daughters were to 
get £1000 divided equally amongst them a t 
the age of 15, but if there was only one daugh-
ter she was to get 1000 merits. The Laird 
settled on his wife and the heir male of the 
marriage, the Barony of Rothmakenzie, Muir-
aik, Donimaudhillock, Stynie's croft, Lawtie's 
croft , Brakenhills, and the half new mill of 
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Forest of Boyne. The witnesses were, James 
Innes of Auchintoul, Walter Innes of 
Candoruffe, Mr Thomas Urquhar t of Davids-
town, Walter Urquhart of Clarye, Alexander 
Innes of Monedie, Walter Innes son and appar-
ent heir of James Innes of Auchintoul. (Deeds, 
VI. f. 461.) Jane t Urquhar t did not live long, 
and Alexander Innes of Crommey married 
thirdly, contract dated a t Auchnacoull 18 De-
cember 1565—(Scots Peerage, I . 513.)—Isobel, or 
Elizabeth Forbes, only daughter and heiress 
of the Hon. Arthur Forbes of Balfour, 8th son 
of John 6th l o r d Forbes. He was celebrated 
as "Black Arthur" and fell a t the battle of 
Tillyangus in 1572, and on 9 May 1573, she was 
served heir to him. After the murder of Alex-
ander Innes of Cromey, she married 2ndly— 
(contract 1 Dec. 1585; res. 5 Dec. 1588; Craw-
ford Peerage Case, and Soots Peerage, I . 513)— 
the Hon. Sir David Lindsay of Edzell, and she 
is referred to as "moyer-in-law" (i.e., step-
mother) by Robert Innes of t h a t ilk, in a 
contract, anent the lands of Newton 25 April 
1585. She died without issue, and made her 
cousin, John Livingstons of Dunipace, her iheir. 
(Commissariot of Edinburgh. Testaments, 

.) On 2 June 1566, Alexander Innes 
of Crommey got a Crown Charter of Confirma-
tion of the 2 charters which had been granted 
by the Prior of Pluscarden to himself and the 
late Beatrix Dunbar. (Privy Seal, Vol. 35. f. 
77.) On 26 May 1569. he sold Findrassie with 
consent of Elizabeth Forbes wife to Robert 
Lieslie of Douglie, ancestor of the family of 
Leslie of Findrassie—(Reg. Morav. p. 406, No. 
381)—and on 19 J a n u a r y 1582. John Annand 
Leslie's "doer" gave a receipt for the writs per 
inventory. (Deeds, XXI. 108.) On 10 September 
1569, Alexander Innes of Crommye, with con-
sent of Isobel Forbes his spouse, sold Murra-
ston to John Annand, Provost of Elgin. (Reg. 
Morav. p. 414, No. 426.) In the following year 
the Laird of Crommey had some interesting 
transactions with Thomas Hay, Abbot of Glen-
luce and Parson of Spynie, a prelate who had 
been secretary to Mary Queen of Scots, and 
who is ancestor of the Hays of Park in Wigton-
shire. Perhaps on account of his adherence to 
Queen Mary, as well as the at tempts of greedy 
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secular nobles upon the Abbey of Glenluce, 
his financial position became precarious, 
and on 24 June 1572, the unfortunate Abbot 
was put to the horn by the Procurator of the 
Kirk, on failure to pay his third of benefices, 
and out of his escheat the Crown made a gif t 
20 February 1574/5, to Alexander Innes of 
Crommy, of the percentage teinds of Spynie,. 
pertaining to the said Thomas, Abbot of Glen-
luce and Parson of Spynie—(Privy Seal, Vol. 
42, f. 115)—and on the same day followed letters 
granting his whole estate to the Laird of 
Crommy. (Ib. f. 116.) On 11 March 1574/5, the 
Abbot was evicted from his Parsonage of 
Spynie a t the instance of the Procurator, and 
the benefice instantly filled, by Presenta-
tion of a Mr Robert Innes—(Ib. f. 119)—a person 
whose connection with the house of Crommy I 
have not yet established. He may have been 
a na tura l brother of the Laird. As between 
the Laird of Cromey and the Abbot, these were 
evidently friendly transactions, for on 4 
November 1575 the Laird of Crommey was 
endeavouring to recover from the Bishop 
of Moray and the tenants of the Mills 
of Elgin, victual which was due and 
unpaid to the unfortunate Abbot — 
(Acts & Decs. Vol. 60. f. 178)—whilst on 12 
November 1575 the Laird contracted to pur-
chase f rom the Abbot his manse of Spynie 
within the Chanonry of Elgin—(Deeds, XIV. f. 
364)— and on the same day he had a char ter 
of the manse—(confirmed by the Crown 8 May 
1584)—which i t appears was in a state of ruin. 
(Great Seal V. No. 693.) In 1576 he began 
having lawsuits with his kinsmen, namely. 
Alexander Innes of Plaidds, regarding the 
latter 's tenancy of Redhall—(Acts & Decs. Vol. 
60, f. 29; Vol. 65, f. Ill)—and with Alexander 
Innes 16th of t ha t ilk regarding the lease of 
Foresterseat, which had originally been 
granted in May 1547. (Ib. Vol. 63, f. 157.) On 
16 Feb. 1576/7, Alexander Innes of Crommy had 
a grant of the ward duties of Rothmakenzie, 
Muiraik, Dunimaid, half of the New Mill, 
Symner's and Lawtie's crofts—(Privy Seal, 
Vol. 44, f. 82)—and on 15th November 1577 he 
got reduction of a decree pronounced by the 
Earl of Buchan as Sheriff of Banff 28 June 
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1569, at the instance of William Smith in Duni-
maidhillock. (Acts and Decs., Vol. 71, f. 2.) 
Circumstances now brought about the cele-
brated feud which proved so fa ta l to the for-
tuno of both the houses of Innes, Crommey, 
and Innermarkie, and demonstrated with 
deadly point, t ha t a "house divided against it-
self cannot stand." 

The lineal succession of the family of Innes 
of tha t ilk " having then fallen weak"— 
(Familie of Innes, 196)—that is to say, William 
Innes 15th of tha t ilk having left only two sons, 
Alexander "the Proud," 16th Laird, and John 
afterwards 17th Laird, the houses of Inner-
markie and Crommey each schemed to ex-
tinguish the main line of the family, and sup-
plant it in the chiefship of the clan. Robert 
Innes 2nd of Innermarkie having redeemed the 
Barony of Innes from the creditors of Alex-
ander Innes 13th of t ha t ilk a r ranged for Ro-
bert Innes 3rd of Innermarkie a marr iage con-
t rac t in terms of which, fai l ing the heirs-male 
of the body of Alexander Innes 14th of t h a t 
ilk, the estates and chiefship should devolve 
upon the issue of his daughter Margaret by 
the Laird of Innermarkie. The marr iage took 
place, but the Laird of Innes having died be-
fore the entail was executed, and William the 
15th Laird declined to implement it, much to 
the wrath of the Laird of Innermarkie , Wil-
liam's successor, Alexander " the Proud," hav-
ing been arrested for the murder of a kins-
man, and given the Regent Morton a valueless 
char te r as payment for a remission, Inner-
markie saw his chance to extinguish the direct 
line, and also secure completion of the entail. 
He instigated John the Laird's brother, to be-
t ray Laird Alexander to the Regent, who in 
high wrath a t having been given a worthless 
charter as the price of the remission, caused 
Alexander "the Proud" to be beheaded, and 
thus John "the weak Lai rd" became chief of 
the clan. He now went to reside with the 
Laird of Innermarkie, by whose evil advice he 
had secured his brother 's execution, but "a f t e r 
some short abode, John apprehending some 
slight, steals off highly disobliged and goes 
with a great complaint to his cousin Innes of 
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Cromy." (Ib. 197.) The execution of Alexander 
the Proud, which had taken place in January , 
l e f t John alone between Innermarkie and the 
succession, as provided for in the still mi-
implemented marr iage contract. No doubt 
Innermarkie had not delayed to urge tha t 
John should now complete his grandfather 's 
obligation. Had John complied, he would have 
received a short shr if t , and he probably a t any 
r a t e realised that . (Scottish Notes & Queries, 
1932, p. 101.) At this point the MSS. histories 
of the family differ in an amusing manner 
when one analyses Duncan Forbes—(Familie of 
Innes, 33)—with old John Innes of Leuchars. 
(Ib. 198.) By comparison i t ie quite possible to 
reconstruct the actual progress of the feud and 
tragedy. John Innes of t ha t ilk was both 
greedy and unscrupulous, as well as a foolish 
and vacillating young man, and Crommey now 
played upon the chord of avarice, for within 
a few weeks, namely 15 March 1577/8, he in-
duced him to sign a mutual deed of tailzie, 
under which if the male heirs of either should 
expire, the other was to succeed to both 
estates. (Lb. 133; Acts & Decs., Vol. 73, f. 9). 
By this deed John settled the Baronies of 
Innes, Aberchirder, Innermarkie, Garmoch, 
and all his other lands, upon "himself and his 
heirs male lawfully gotten or to be gotten, of 
h is body, quhilk failzeing be lawful procrea-
tion of male to male by lineal descent, to the 
said Alexander Innes of Crommy, and his 
heirs male lawfully gotten or to be gotten of 
his body, bearand the name of Innes and the 
arms of his house of Cromy." On his part , 
Alexander settled his lands and barony of 
Cromy, "with the tower, fortalice and manor-
place thereof, upon John Innes of that ilk and 
his heirs male ut supra, bearing the surname 
and arms of the house of Innes." This mutual 
entail destroyed Innermarkie 's hopes, and his 
rage was unbounded, and a t a meeting of the 
clan held to consider the situation, Inner-
markie made so loud expressions of his dis-
pleasure, t h a t Crommey, "who as most men 
say was the gallantest man in his name, found 
himself obliged to make the proffer of meeting 
with Innermarkie single in arms, and laying 
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the tailzie upon the grass, see if he durst take 
i t up—in one word, to pass f rom all other pre-
tences and let the best fellow have it." 
(Familie of Innes, 33.) The clan, however, en-
dorsed the mutual entail, much to the dis-
appointment and discredit of Innermarkie, ' 
"which wrought so powerfully upon his spirit, 
tha t there was nothing so ill but he would ad-' 
venture upon to have his heart ' s will of 
Cromy." (Ibid.) For the moment, matters de-
veloped smoothly. In the following winter, 
Crommey and Laird John settled mat ters with 
the Regent Morton, who on this occasion took 
no risks. On 6 November, John gave the Con-
veyance of Kilmalemnock—(Gt. Seal, No. 2841)— 
but the Regent took the precaution of also ob-
taining a personal security of Pitgownie and 
Barflathills in which however Crommey was 
infeft. John therefore sped northwards to, 
Aberdeen, where on 30 November he arranged 
tha t if Crommey would release the Kilmalem-
nock lands, and as interdictor authorise John 
to complete the nefarious transactions by 
which he had secured his brother 's execution, 
t ha t he would infef t him in Monedie and two 
parts of Myreside, with the tenandries of 

Reidford and Whitemuir. (Deeds, XVII., f. 237) 
Crommey however seized the opportunity to 
make certain of his bargain, for he accom-
panied John south, and on 2 December 1578 
persuaded him to execute in favour of "his 
said beloved cousin Alexander Innes or Crom-
mey," a charter of the whole Baronies of 
Innes and Aberchirder, not merely in imple-
ment of the tailzie alone, but on account of 
large advances made by the la i rds of Crom-
mey to the l4th, 15th, and 16th lairds. This 
charter was eventually confirmed by the 
Crown, 10 June 1580, and John found himself 
treated as a sucked orange. As Forbes of Cul-
loden explains, "Alexander began to act as 
Laird Innes, and having got all f rom Laird 
John tha t he could receive, he left him a t Kin-
nairdy which was the principal dwelling of the 
family. This afforded opportuni ty for Inner-
markie to insinuate with Laird John, and hold 
out the iniquity Crommey had done him, as 
well as the dishonour or discredit he had put 
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upon him, not only in cheating him out of his 
estate, but in taking the tit le of Laird upon 
him, and leaving John who was truly so, and 
by whose favour he had all, no better than a 
masterless dogg all which took so well with 
Laird John tha t he would have done anything 
to have tha t which was done, undone. Inner-
markie having once thus possessed him, told 
him tha t it was impossible he could recover 
what he was cheated out of, any other way 
than by killing of Cromy, who certainly would 
never pa r t with what he had gotten, but with 
his life, and if he pleased to concur with him, 
he would be the doer of the thing himself, be 
the hazard what it liked, he would undertake 
i t ra ther than see his chief made a slave as 
he was." 

In April 1580, Alexander Innes of Crommey, 
now also of t h a t ilk, had gone to stay a t the 
house of Martin Howieson, where his only son 
Robert, then a t College, was lying ill. The 
Laird of Innermarkie resolved to destroy both 
fa ther and son, and with a view to rousing the 
laird, who was a sister's son of Gight, com-
menced shouting in the courtyard below, 
"Murder, murder, a Gordon, a Gordon!" . . . 
"Cromy, ane bold man, comes downstairs in 
his slippers with his sword in his hand, and 
opening the door, asked what was the matter . 
Innermarkie knowing him by his voice, and by 
his white shirt, discerning him perfectly, cocks 
his gun and shoots him through the body. In 
an instant, as many as could get a t him fell 
upon him and butcher him barbarously. 
Innermarkie perceiving that Laird John stood 
by either relenting or terrified, held the bloody 
dagger to his throat, t ha t he had newly taken 
out of the murdered body, swearing dreadfully 
tha t he would serve John the same way if he 
did not draw his dagger and stab it up to the 
hil t in the body." (Familie of Innes, 35.) 

In the Spalding Club Miscellany, the deed is 
briefly described from Master Walter Cullen's 
Chronicle of Aberdeen, "Alexander Innes, Laird 
of Cromy, was slain in Martin Howieson's 
house by the Laird of Innermarkie, the 13 day 
of April 1580 years." 

I t has been said tha t the story of this family 
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feud and tragedy cannot be surpassed in ro-
mantic incident, and in vivid illustration, in 
the social conditions of the time, by any of the 
best efforts of fiction. The conspiracy of 
Innermarkie to assassinate Alexander of 

Crommey, his c ra f ty working on the weak 
John, to join with him for recovering posses-
sion of the lands, the t reacherous murder of 
Crommey a t Aberdeen, the escape of Crom-
mey's son Robert (through the resourcefulness 
of the Howiesons, and John Innes af terwards 
of Leuchars), the despatch of a bribed servant 
(James Lorimer, Crommey's jacksman), to 

Crommey with the token of his signet ring, to 
obtain from his wife the deeds conveying the 
lands to him, the killing of this messenger and 
recovery of the deeds. (Ib. 199. Lorimer was 
stabbed by young "Craig in Peri l" either in-
the courtyard, or jus t beyond the outer yett 
of Crommey. Ibd. 36, 199.) The son of Crommey 
taking refuge with Lord Treasurer Elphin-
stone a t Edinburgh and thus forming an 
at tachment, and mar ry ing his sister. Eventu-
ally, the re turn of Crommey's son Robert t o 
Moray, and with the aid of his fr iends hunt-
ing the murderer of his f a the r t o his last re-
fngo a t Edinglassie, and his death there a t 
the hands of the man who as a lad, slew the 
bribed messenger and recovered the deeds, is 
nar ra ted a t length by Culloden and Old 
Leuchars. 

On 6 May 1580, the ward and nonentry of the 
deceased Alexander Innes of Crommey and the 
marr iage of Robert Innes his son and heir, 
were bestowed on James Elphinstone, Parson 
of Invernochty. (Privy Seal, Vol. 46, f. 116.) 
The Parson was presumably a confidant of 

Lady Crommey and in August 1580 she pur-
chased up the wardship and marriage, borrow-
ing money to do so f rom James Adamson, bur-
gess of Edinburgh. (Deeds, XVIII, f. 69; XIX., 
f. 18.) Elizabeth Forbes Lady Crommey pur-
sued her husband's murderers with well-
deserved but vindictive energy, and did not 
rest until the Laird of Innermarkie was put to 
death. In September 1584, when he perished' 

under the dagger of young Craig in Peril. 
(Scottish Notes & Queries, 1932, p. 119.) I t was 
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no t un t i l t h e y e a r following t h a t she mar r i ed 
Sir David Lindsay of Edzell, bu t f o r some rea-
son on 30 Augus t 1588, h e r son settled upon h e r 
t he l i f e ren t of t he Overhall a n d Newton of 
Crommey. (Privy Seal. Vol. 58, f. 17.) By h i s 
first wife, Beat r ix Dunba r of Pluscarden, Alex-
a n d e r Innes of t h a t ilk and of Cromey, left 
two chi ldren , 

(1) Robert , 19th of t h a t i lk, 
(2) El izabeth, who mar r i ed by con t rac t 11 

J u l y 1585, Mr Will iam Meldrum of Montcoffer. 
Gt. Seal, Y„ No. 1471.) 

Rober t Innes 19th of t h a t ilk a n d 4th or 
Crommey, first comes t o ou r notice in 1582, 
when he was saved f rom Innermark ie ' s murder-
ous designs by t he resourcefulness of his 
cousin, J o h n Innes "of Coldreasons" (possibly 
Cau ldhame in Moray), a n d t h e Howiesons, who 
shuffled the boy down a "back t u rnp ike" s ta i r 
so t h a t when I n n e r m a r k i e forced his way into 
t he bolted chamber , i t was found empty, " to 
t he g r ea t grief and surpr ise of I n n e r m a r k i e 
a n d his f r iends , who intended the son's murder 
as well as the f a t h e r ' s . " (Familie of Innes , 
198.) Al though Inne rmark ie was a vassal of 
the Ea r l of Hunt ly , t he butchered la i rd of 
Crommey having been a "sister 's son of Gight ," 
caused t he Ear l t o t ake the victim's pa r t a n d 
a r r a n g e d for the young man being taken to 
Ed inburgh and placed in charge of Lord 
Elphins tone t he High Treasurer , unde r whose 
g u a r d i a n s h i p he was sa fe f rom his foes in t he 
Nor th . He was born abou t 1561/2, and was 
t h r o u g h o u t his l ife of a somewhat del icate 
cons t i tu t ion , a n d appa ren t ly h a d a squint , s ince 
h e was t e rmed " the gleyed l a i rd . " He was on 
13 May 1581 in f e f t on a Crown Precept of 5 May 
in all a n d whole t he lands of Innes with t he 
mill , tower, for ta l ice , and in the lands of 
Aberchirder—(Innes Char t e r Chest, Miscellane-
ous deeds, No. 26)—and on 9 J u n e 1581. as 
"Rober t Innes now of Crommy, son a n d heir of 
umqi l Alexander Innes of Cromy," sued Wal te r 
Begg in t h e New Mill of Forest of Boyne, for 
delivery of oa tmeal . (Acts & Decs., Vol. 85, f . 
210.) His c u r a t o r s were, Sir George Ogilvy of 
Dunlugae, Will iam Gordon of Muiraik, anil 
Alexander Drummond of Medhope. who h a d 
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i m p l i c a t e d negotiations with Lord Saltoun 
concerning his daughter Elizabeth Abernethy, 
who had been married t o the weak John Innes 
sometime of tha t ilk—(Deeds, XX. 144)—and the 
continued friendship of the Huntlys is indi-
cated by their witnessing an obligation 15 No-
vember 1581, when "Robert Innes of Crummy" 
with consent of his curators, borrowed money 
from Laurence Gordon, Pensioner of Galloway 
—(lb. XXII., f. 105)—and on 17 October 1582, 
the young man's marr iage contract with the 
Hon. Elizabeth Elphinstone, daughter of Ro-
bert 3rd Lord Elphinstone, was signed a t 
Strathbogie, and the marr iage was solemnised 
on the 1st November following. (Sir W. Fraser, 
The Elphinstone Book 1 , 105.) On 2 May 1583, 
as "Robert Innes of t h a t i lk," he was retoured 
heir to his father, Alexander Innes of Cromey, 
in the lands of Crommey and the Woodlands 
thereof, held of the Crown, bu t without pre-
judice to the r ights of the free tenants of 
Crommey, holding of his predecessors—(Banff 
Retours, A. 252)—and in virtue of this Retour, 
he was infeft in the lands of Crommey, with 
the Mill and Woodlands thereof, lying in the 
Barony of Aberchirder, which a r e stated to 
have been in the Crown for 3 years by reason 
of ward, and to have been worth £24 per 
annum. (Exchequer Rolls, XXI. 488.) In this 
year, the young Laird had come North with a 
Commission of Fire and Sword against his 
fa ther 's murderers—(Familie of Innes, 38)—and 
he settled a t Kinnairdy Castle now vacant by 
the death of Lady Jean Gordon, and tha t 
strongly guarded fortress became his principal 
and favourite seat, perhaps because he felt 
securer in Aberchirder, t h a n a t Innes which 
was more under the influence of the Inner-
markie faction. To Innes, however, they went 
in 1584, and there in the Auld Barn, "Alexander 
Master of Elphinstone, Robert Innes of tihat 
Ilk, Oliver Sinclair, brother of William Sin-
clair of Dunbeath, Isobel Forbes, Lady 

Crommey, and Elizabeth Innes, her dochter-in-
law" held a grim meeting a t midnight, with 
Robert Innes younger of Innermarkie, who 
"faithfully promised and swore the great aith 
on the Bible, as great as we present for the 
time could devise," to renounce the claims 
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which his fa ther had made, and to acknow-
ledge the young Robert as Chief, and further, 
tha t 

"be his moyen he should find the way tha t 
Robert Innes of that Ilk should half his 
father 's life, to the effect that they might 
all be joinit together in ane friendship, his 
father 's life being taen." 

"Whereupon Robert Innes of tha t Ilk, and 
the said Lady Cromy also promised to remit 
and forgive the said Robert, younger of 
Innermarkie, al l rancour and evil will from 
their hearts which they bear and bore to him 
for the cruel slauchter of Alexander Innes of 
Cromy, and thereafter the said Robert, 
younger of Innermarkie enquired of the 
Lady in all our presence, who would assist 
the Laird of Innes or come to the taking of 
his father 's life, the moyen being made for the 
getting thereof, wha answered the Master of 
Elphinstone, the Laird of Drumbreck, and sic 
others as they might procure thereto, of 
their best loving friends, and the said Ro-
bert, younger of Innermarkie, was very glad 
tha t the Master of Elphinstone agreed to be 
present thereat, and hoped in God all should 
come for their weals and quietness, he being 
taen away tha t was the principal cause of 
such bloodshed amongst themselves. So it 
dawned near day, we drank together in the 
said barn, and everyone passed their ways, 
and says the Master of Elphinstone in a 
letter, to testifie tha t these whole premises 
are true, the deed shortly thereafter followed, 
as also sundry letters and hand-writs, to pro-
duce where the said Robert Innes of Inner-
markie made the moyen, set the date, and 
made the advertisement—(made the means, 
fixed the day, and gave tlhe signal)—that 
night the laird of Innes will his partakers 
should end and perform the execution." 
(Familie of Innes, 138.) 
In September 1584, the deed was done a t Edin-

glassie, and one is glad to hear tha t the 
hush-up provisions seem to (have been ineffect-

ual. (Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries, 
Vol. 65, p. 431.) On 21 December 1584, Robert 
Innes of tha t ilk, and a number of his ad-
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herents bad a respite for wearing "culverings,. 
daggis, and pistolets," and in view of the-
continued enmity of the House of Innermarkie. 
a not unnecessary license to continue doing so 
for 19 years. (Privy Seal, Vol. 91, f. 159.) On 
4 March 1584/5, he had a lawsuit with Thomas 
Gordon of Ferguston, and William Gordon his 
brother, whom he called on to produce deeds 
of reversion granted upon "the tua pair t of 
Rothmakenzie and the third pa i r t of Cromy" 
in warrandice of 880 merks, and another r e v e r -
sion on Dunimaidhillock, of which Alexander 
Innes of Crommey had on 23 J a n u a r y 1580, en-
trusted to the keeping of William Gordon of 
Muiraik. (Acts and Decs., Vol. 99, f. 328.) On 
24 July 1585, he sold the lands of Plaidds. Pit-
nele, and Pitoggerty, with the heritable Baillie 
of the Immunities of Tain, of which he had 
been seised 24 April 1585, and which had like-
wise been in ward since his fa ther 's death— 
(Exch. Rolls XXI., 509)—to the Hon. George 
Sinclair of Mey. (Scots Peerage, II., 351; Gt. 
Seal, No. 895.) On 9 December 1584, he settled 
the lands of Overhall of Crommey with the 
manor place thereof, upon his mother, "Isobel 
Forbes, relict of the deceased Alexander Innes 
of Cromye"—(Privy Seal, Vol. 58, f. 17)—but her 
occupancy of it was rendered unnecessary by 
her marriage in 1585 to Sir David Lindsay of 
Edzell. This laird, and (his wife, were buried 
in Elgin Cathedral, where their monument is 
still extant, though the epitaph is only pre-
served in Monteith's transcription. (Proceed-
ings of the Soc. of Antiq., Vol. 45, p. 428.) This 
bears tha t Robert Innes of t ha t ilk and Eliza-
beth Elphinstone his spouse, died on 25 Sep-
tember and 26 February, of the years 1597 and 
1613, but I think the Laird's death was really 
25 Sept. 1607, because a "Robert Innes younger 
of tha t ilk" is witness to a tak dated a t Elphin-
stone 21 August 1605—(The Elphinstone Book, 
II., 122)—and his younger son John witnesses 
to a bond granted by his fa ther 2 Ju ly 1605 
(Heads, Hay, 119, 14 June 1606). 

By his wife, the Hon. Elizabeth Elphinstone, 
he left two sons, 

1. Sir Robert, of t ha t ilk, P.C., M.P., 20th 
Chief and 1st Baronet of Innes, predecessor 
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of the Innes-Kerr Dukes of Roxburghe and 
Earls Innes, chiefs of the Clan Innes. 

2. John, of whom as laird of Crommey. 
1. Anne, who in 1614 had the misfortune to 

be ravished by a certain Robert Innes, who 
was prosecuted a t the instance of the Lord 
Advocate and the Laird of Innes. (Privy 
Council, X., 234.) The ravisher was slaugh-
tered in Edinburgh by one, Burnett, who was 
caught by the Magistrates of Edinburgh red-
handed, but it is possible he was avenging 
the a f f ront done to Mistress Anne. (Ib., X., 
547.) She however married the Rev. John, 
Guthrie, younger of that ilk, who died 1643, 
by whom she had a daughter. (Lyon Office,. 
Funeral escutcheons.) 

2. Marie, who married 1st Alexander 
Douglas, Bishop of Moray; 2nd, 16 Oct. 1624,. 
John Urquhar t of Laithers and Craig Fin-
t r a y ; 3rd, 21 Nov. 1633, the Hon. William Hay 
of Fodderletter, who appears to have de-
serted her and contracted a bigamous mar-
r iage with Lilias, daughter of Sir George 
Gordon of Gight. (Scottish Notes & Queries, 
1931, p. 39.) 

3. A third daughter, married George 
Munro of Milton. 
Sir John Innes, 5th of Crommey, was the se-

cond son of Robert Innes of that ilk, and on 22 
December 1597, his fa ther , who had got the 
lands of Crommey erected into a Barony, 
settled this barony of Crommey cum turre et 
fortalicio, upon John as his filio juniore who-
had sasine 6 August 1602. (Banff Sasines, I., 
f. 134.) He is next present as witness to the 
bond 2 July 1605, when he appears to have still 
been a t home with his fa ther a t Kinnairdy. 
(Deeds, Hay, 119, 14 June 1606.) Sir John was 
throughout his life a wild fellow, and on 17 
June 1611, Lord Elphinstone and the Master of 
Elphinstone became cautioners that he would 
not ha rm his kinsman Alexander Innes of 
Cotts. (Deeds, Hay, 186.) On 2 October 1618, 
John Innes of Cromey and his cousin Alex-
ander Meldrum, brother to the Laird of Hal-
ton, invaded the lands of Auchinderran and 
Tullyfoff, belonging to William Innes of Auch-
inderran, who complained t h a t they demol-
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ished his dykes, pastured 20 mares on his mea-
dows, dug a large ditch, and again, on 11 June, 
came and stole his a rmour out of the house of 
Auchinderran, and cruelly beat Jean Innes 
the Gudeman's wife. (Privy Council, XII, 449.) 
On 11 June 1619, the Laird of Crommey seized 
John Wilson, tenant and servitor of Crichton 
of Frendraught, and "bound his hands fast 
with cords and tows and carried him as a 
thief to the Place of Kinnairdy, and put him 
fas t in the stocks, and detained him in tha t 
miserable torture, the haill spaice of four 
days, as if he had been a thief or notable 
malefactor, his accomplices being, Alister Dun-
bar officer to the Laird of Innes, Robert Gor-
don grieve to the Laird of Crommey, and 
Archibald Hepburn grieve in Kinnairdy." The 
Privy Council however resolved t h a t the com-
plaint had not been properly established—in 
other words the Laird of Crommey would seem 
to have been acting as Baron Baillie of the 
Lordship, in exercise of his brother 's baronial 
jurisdiction. (Privy Council, XII, f. 71.) By 2 
J u n e 1620, John Innes of Crommey was borrow-
ing money on his estate, and wadset Raemore 
to Patrick Livingston of Inchcorse. (Banff 
Sasines, I., f. 199.) In 1621 the Laird of Crom-
mey and his Meldrum associates were involved 
in another exciting incident. The Marquis of 
Huntly had received a Commission to appre-
hend George Meldrum of Halton, and the Mar-
quis's a rmy laid seige to the Hallton of Auch-
terless. John Innes of Crommey rode up and 
offered to "reason with" Meldrum and secure 
his surrender. He was duly admitted. Soon 
af terwards, he brought out Meldrum, bu t in-
stead of completing the surrender, he quickly 
mounted him on his best horse, sent him dash-
ing through the unsuspecting besiegers so 
tha t he got clear away, whereupon the Mar-
quis lodged a complaint against Crommey. 
(Privy Council, XII, p. 619.) On 25 April 1622, 
one of his tenants, Alexander Gordon in Burn 
of Quhomie in the Barony of Crommey, raised 
homing upon the Laird as coming in place of 
his father in respect of a wadset for 800 merks, 
over the Burn of Quhomie, and the Messenger-
at-Arms executed a horning by fixing a copy 
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to the yett of Crommey, which was John's 
dwelling-place, a f te r making- the usual three 
knocks. (Banff Inhibitions, Vol. I.) On 10 June 
1622, he wadset Newton of Crommey to the 
Bishop of Moray, and subscribes him-
self as "Jon Innes of Cromye" (Banff Sasines, 
II., 54.) On 30 March 1624 he was at feud with 
Lis kinsman, Walter Innes of Auchintoul, and 
not compeiring before the Privy Council, ho 
was denounced rebel on 10 April. (Privy Coun-
cil, XIII, f. 477.) Moreover the Lord Advocate 
complained t h a t the Laird of Crommey had 
conceived a hatred against Mr Walter Hay, 
Minister of Aberchirder, and resolved on re-
venge because Hay as pastor, according to the 
duty of his charge and calling, admonished the 
said John of things committed by him quhilk 
was offensive to God and scandalous to the 
Kirk, first privately by himself, and then by 
having dilated him to the Presbytery of Tur-
riff." On 16 March 1624, the Minister sent the 
Kirk Officer to summon the Laird to appear be-
fore the Presbytery but "on receiving this 
charge within his own hall of Cromy, the Laird 
first burst ou t in furious invective against the 
said Mr Walter the Minister, and then laid 
violent hands on the Officer, striking him down 
and wounding him with his hands and feet" 
(i.e., hi t t ing and kicking him), and it appears, 
finally schott him out of the Hall and down 
the Castle staircase. 

Three days later, the Laird and Alexander 
Cuk his servant, with swords, hagbuts, and 
pistols, came and waited about the kirkyard, 
and kirk, which the Laird had not attended for 
a quarter year before, with a view to catching 
the Minister who discreetly retired to a friend's 
house near by, where he stayed in fear of his 
l ife for four days. (Privy Council, XIII., p. 
481.) On 28 April 1624, Commission was granted 
to John Leslie of Balquhain, John Erskine of 
Balhaggardy, John Grant, fiar of Ballindal-
loch, John Gordon of Buckie, John Urquhar t 
of Laithers, Patrick Gordon of Birsemoir, 
James Gordon younger of Lesmoir, William 
Gordon of Rothiemay, and Sir Adam Gordon of 
Park, to search, apprehend, and produce be-
fore the Council, John Innes of Crombie put to 
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the horn on 10 April for failing to appear on 
the 30th March, to answer t o his feud with 
the Laird of Auchintoul, for wearing hagbuts 
and pistols, and for "stryking and dinging 
John Wilson, Kirk Officer of Aberchirdour." 
The Commission goes on to n a r r a t e tha t he 
bad been apprehended and imprisoned in tihe 
Tolbooth of Dundee, "but to the forder con-
tempt of us, brak waird and sua eschaipit." 
(Ib., 491.) The Commissioners apparently-
hesitated to t ry conclusions with the truculent 
Laird of Crommey, for the Council returned to 
tlhe matter two months later, 1 J u n e 1624, Com-
mission to the Sheriffs of Aberdeen and Banff 
to bring John Innes of Crombie, wherein af ter 
recalling his numerous misdeeds, the Warrant 
proceeds, "And now a t last , t o crown all his 
former insolencyes he, being personally in the 
Tolbuith of Dundee, has broke waird and 
eschaipit and since his going hame carries him-
self as git there were neither principles nor 
law nor justice to control him, his contempt 
a n d misregard of His Majesty's authori ty is so 
notour and manifest, as we cannot be answer-
able to His Majesty gif some course be not taken 
for reducing him to obedience." The Sheriffs 
a r e therefore urged t h a t he be diligently 
searched for and apprehended and not suffered 
longer to "rin lowse, a s gif His Majesty's 
armed justice was not able to overtake him." 
(Ib., 509.) There is nothing to say what hap-
pened a s a result of this but i t appears that 
John thought he might be safer abroad, so he 
entered into a contract with his brother-in-law, 
Sir James Sinclair of Murkle, to raise a com-
pany of foot to serve the King of Denmark in 
Murkle's regiment, which resulted in fresh liti-
gation. On 11 December 1627, Colonel James 
Sinclair complained against Captain John 
Innes of Crombie and John Lord Balmerino his 
cautioner, for failing to raise and transport 
240 men into Germany, for which he had re-
received £240 from Colonel Sinclair on the fai th 
of declarating tha t the men were in readiness 
last September. The Laird alleged t h a t Sin-
clair had contracted to supply the ship, which 
was to have been in Aberdeen in October, but 
only arrived a t Leith 12 November, so the men 
he had collected, "af ter long and wearisome at-
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tendance a t the house of Crombie and there-
about, disbanded." (Privy Council, 3rd series, 
II. , 147.) One may observe that if there were 
240 desperadoes camping around Crommey 
Castle, the Sheriffs and other worthies may 
have thought twice of attempting to execute 
the Commission issued in 1624. On 13 December 
1627, it was reported, however, that Colonel 
Sinclair himself had invoked the assistance of 
his uncle, Lord Kinclaven, and alleged that his 
ship had been storm-stayed, and that Captain 
Innes of Crommey had "exhausted his haill 
means and credit for effecting the said ser-
vice, and thereby disabled himself from all 
possibility of performing the covenant be-
ween them," and that, both the Colonel and 
the Captain are thus driven to extreme want 
and difficulties." (Ib. 254.) I t was presum-
ably to finance this venture that John Innes 
of Cromey arranged through his brother the 
Laird of Innes, to wadset Auld Cromy, New 
Cromy, Burn of Quhomie, Tullyfoff, Ramoir, 
and Drumfeirie, with the towers, fortalices, 
manorplaces, and doocots thereof, to Walter 
Innes of Auchintoul for £1000, upon which the 
Laird of Auchintoul had sasine 18 October 1625. 
(Banff Sasines, II., f. 244.) John had, however, 
raised another and much larger wadset on the 
estate, from John Gray, and in order to pre-
vent Crommey passing from the family, Robert 
Innes of t ha t ilk on 25 May 1629, obtained for 
£10,000 a reversion of the wadset of the barony 
of Crommey, which is described as "Auld 
Cromye, New Cromye with the fortalice and 
manorplace thereof, Burn of Hownie, Drum-
feirie, Easter and Wester Tullyfaffs, Raemoire, 
Mille of Cromie, and Torfaulds. (General Re-
gister of Sasines, XXVI., f. 162.) Ultimately 
the Laird of Cromey appealed to the King in 
person, and since he stood in high favour with 
His Majesty a Royal Letter was addressed to 
the Privy Council 7 January 1630, instructing 
them to consider his position, and what could 
be done to reimburse him for his loss, but on 
16 March the Council deferred consideration of 
the mat ter until the Laird of Cromey's return 
from Court. (Privy Council, III., 491.) The 
Council (had no doubt other reasons for wishing 
a personal compearance, of the truculent 
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Laird, for in October 1628 he had renewed his 
molestation of Walter Innes of Auchinderran 
and Jean Innes his wife, having come to their-
house of Tullyfoff, "and searched for him to 
have slain him," but finding only his wife, 
he had "beaten her unmercifully so tha t she 
is not like to recover." (Ib., 45.) On 5 Decem-
ber 1628 he and his servants, John Young and 
Alexander Innes had been denounced rebels for 
this, and on account of other misdeeds in 
which he had co-operated with Gordon of 

Rothiemay against Crichton of Frendraught on 
account of which he was "chargit be William 
Craig, Ross Herald, with displayed coat of 
arms and with sound of trumpet, to have ren-
dered and delivered the house and castell of 
Crombie to the said herald and also to have 
entered his person in waird within the castell 
of Blackness under pain of treason," for which 
Letters of Caption were now issued against 
him. (Ib. 257.) He apparent ly continued to 
avoid capture, and al though the feud con-
tinned, by 10 December 1629 the parties con-
cerned were merely charged to keep the peace. 
(Ib., 376.) Peace, however, was not to be, and 
events occurred which ult imately led to the 
tragic Burning of Frendraught in the following 
October. On 1 J a n u a r y 1630, they had a fight 
concerning the right of salmon fishings in the 
Deveron, belonging to Gordon of Rothiemay— 
(Ib., 401)—and on 28 J a n u a r y 1630 the Lord Ad-
vocate and James Crichton of Frendraught 
complained, 28 J an . 1630, to the Council t ha t 

Complaint by Ld. Advocate & Jas . Crichton 
of Frendraught tha t in contravention of the 
law against bearing hagbut ts & pistollets & 
convocating the leiges in arms, Wm. Gordon 
of Rothiemay, John Gordon his son, John I. 
sometime of Crombie & others (being in debt 
to Frendraught & in default of payment) 
they were charged with letters of treason by 
a herald in his coat of a rms displayed to 
surrender their houses and enter into ward, 
but contemptuously and with guns and other 
weapons threatened the herald and his 
assistants of their lives and have vowed tha t 
in spite of H.M. laws and the P.C. t ha t they 
shall never pay the complainer his moneyes 
and tha t they sall kill him. 
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In June last, soon af ter the service of the 
let ters of treason, they came with complices 
t o the number of about 50 armed with swords, 
lances, hagbutts , pistollets, &c., came by way 
of hamesucken, to the complainer's house of 
Kinnardie, where he was dwelling for the 
time, fished in his waters nearbye, and lade 
u p a n d down beside the place in a bragging 
way, and used all manner of provocation to 
have drawn for th the complainer to have 
slaine him. (P.C. III., 437.) 
1 April 1630 a Commission was issued to the 

Marquis of Huntly and others, to convocate 
the lieges and seize John Gordon now of 
Rothiemay, John Innes of Crommey, Robert 
Bruce of Inchcorsie, and others, for these 
deeds. (Ib. 516.) In these circumstances it 
seems unlikely t h a t the laird of Crommey re-
turned to prosecute his claims before the 
Council, who would of course have caused him 
to be seized under the Commission of 1 April 
1630, and his brother Sir Robert Innes of tha t 
ilk seems to have given up hope of restoring 
his credit, for on 13 Nov. 1630, on his resigna-
tion, John Urquhar t of Craigston had a Crown 
char te r of the whole barony now described as 
comprehending: the Aulton and Newton of 
Crombie with the tower and manor place of 
Crombie called Overhall, Burnaquhomie, 
Drumfirie, Easter and Wester Tullyfaffs, Rae-
moir, Mill of Crombie, the land called Cross-
faulds, as such is adjacent to the Town of 
Reidfurd, land of Wodisland with the piece of 
ground of the town and lands of Old Crombie 
next to Wodisland with the piece of land such 
as also belongs to Drumfierie, and the croft 
called Thomsons Croft. (Great Seal, VIII., 
1663.) A few months later, on 21 Janua ry 1631 

he fu r the r assigned the "Reversion" (or r ight 
to redeem) the Barony of Crommey to John 
"Urquhart of Craigston in liferent, and Walter 
Urquhar t his third son in fee. 

The Barony of Crommey thus passed from 
the family of Innes into tha t of Urquhart , but 
John Urquha r t of Craigston was maternally 
descended from the neighbouring family of 
Innes of Auchintoul, having been the second 
son of Alexander Urquhar t of Cromarty by 
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Beatrix, daughter of Walter Innes of Toux, 
Chamberlain of Ross, founder of the Inneses of 
Toux, Pitfour, and Auchintoul. Of Sir John 
Innes, sometime of Crommey, we gain some fur-
ther, and usually lurid, glimpses. On 15 Feb-
ruary 1631, Andrew White, Keeper of the Tol-
booth of Edinburgh, sued the Laird of Innes 
for 210 merks, on the ground tha t Cromey had 
disponed his estate to his brother, with in-
structions to satisfy his creditors. Sir Robert 
denied this and was assoilzied. (Privy Coun-
cil, XV., 145.) We a re not informed during 
which of his imprisonments the Laird suc-
ceeded in borrowing money from his jailer. 
Sir John appears now to have taken u p resi-
dence in London, and probably his knighthood 
was all the repayment he ever received for his 
disbursements, unless, indeed, he was the 
grantee of a Baronetcy which is stated to have 
been conferred upon a member of the Innes 
clan 6 February 1631. (Douglas Baronage, (s.v. 
Innes of Balveny), a t t r ibutes this date to the 
creation of the Baronetcy of Innes of Balveny, 
but the Baronetcy of Innes of Balveny had 
already been created, 15 Jan . 1628, as appears 
from the "signature" or war ran t for the 
Patent, and the appearance of the title so 
early as 1628 and 1629.) Unfortunately Sir 
John was no more discreet in London than he 
had been in Scotland, and from a petition by 
"Sir John Innes, knight, prisoner in the Gate-
house of the Tower," it appears he was "in-
duced into talking about affairs in Scotland 
with one Harris who then gave false informa-
tion to the effect t h a t he had spoken treason-
able words," and Sir John can get no redress 
from the Council, so beseeches the King to 
liberate him. (3rd Report, Historical MSS. 
Commission, p. 34.) On 6 March 1640, he had 
written to Mr Secretary Windbanke, complain-
ing bitterly t h a t he had been committed to 
prison on the Secretary's warrant , his wife 
killed, and his family overthrown, t h a t His 
Majesty never intended such cruelty to any-
one, let alone one who had served him and was 
recommended by the Council of Scotland and 
the Marquis of Huntly." (State Papers Do-
mestic, 345.) From a letter 24 June 1641, by Sir 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



103 

Francis Windbanke to his son, it appears that 
Sir John had been incarcerated in December 
1638. He says it was done by order of the 
Board, but as he had no evidence, it has 
troubled him very much. (Ib., 25.) I presume 
he was liberated and fought for his Sovereign 
a t Worcester, for in 1652 there is a suggestion 
tha t he was imprisoned by the Parliament 
along with Lord Sinclair. 

I do not know the date of his death. He 
married in 1613, Elizabeth, daughter of James 
Sinclair of Murkle, Master of Caithness— 
(Barogill Charters)—by whom he had three 
sons, 

1. Sir Robert Innes of Muirton, M.P. 
2. John, a major in the army. 
3. Alexander, who as "son of Sir John 

Innes," received a Warrant for £52 on 11 
April 1661, in order to pay his father 's per-
sonal debts. (Treasury Books, IV., 236.) 
The subsequent history of the estate of Crom-

mey is as follows:—Walter Urquhart of Crom-
bie—as the name of the estate was for a t ime 
subsequently spelt—died prior to 1657, having 
married 24 December 1633, Helen, daughter of 
William Seton of Pitmedden—(Gt. Seal, IX., No. 
54)—from whom the estate was adjudged by 
several creditors, about the year 1642—(Ibid, 
Nos. 1283, 1307, and 1409)—and these disposed of 
their r ights to Lord Banff, 31 June 1666. (Ibid, 
XI., No. 1043.) By 1664, however, the actual 
ownership of the estate had passed, appar-
ently by purchase, to the Rev. George Mel-
drum, younger son of John Meldrum of Lai-
thers, who was apparently (I have no proof of 
it) a younger son of Thomas Meldrum of Eden, 
and his wife Isabel Urquhart , who may have 
been a daughter of the Tutor of Cromarty, and 
if so, Meldrum was a cousin of the last Ur-
quhar t laird, and also descended in the female 
line from the Inneses of Toux and Auchintoul. 
The Rev. George Meldrum of Crombie was born 
in 1616, and became Minister of Glass in 1644. He 
was a strong Presbyterian, and in 1650, about 
the t ime of the Engagement, one of his elders 
is reported to have said in the presence of the 
Session, tha t he should "cause tha t loon the 
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minister have a foul face." In 1664 he was de-
posed for refusing to acknowledge the restora-
tion of Episcopacy, and retired to his castle 
of Crommey, but on the accession of William 
of Orange, he returned to the Ministry of 
Glass in 1690 and died in November 1692, so re-
spected that the Magistrates of Banff imposed 
a fine on those who should fa i l to at tend his 
funeral. I fancy it was a fune ra l worth at-
tending if we may judge from the magnificent 
monument which still stands to his memory In 
the Kirkyard, or it may be, within what was 
a t one time par t of the Kirk of Aberchirder. 
I t is of Elgin freestone, and dated 1694, em-
bellished with the impaled arms of Meldrum of 
Crombie, and Duff of Braco, whilst within an 
oval is a half-length life-size effigy of the 
bearded minister in cap, fri l l , and gown. The 

Latin inscription may be t rans la ted : 

"Here lies the late Reverend and pious Mr 
George Meldrum of Crombie, sometime the 
fai thful Minister of Glass, who whilst time 
permitted, diligently discharged his pastoral 
office. Rich he was, but not avaricious, and 
would not do violence to his conscience for 
the sake of gain. He lived peaceably and 
soberly, and departed hence A.D. 1692, age 76." 

He married J a n u a r y 1680, Jean, second daugh-
ter of Alexander Duff of Keithmore, by whom 
he had three daughters, of whom Jean the 
eldest married James Duff, second son of the 
Provost of Inverness, who in her r igh t was 
styled James Duff of Crombie. They had issue, 
with a daughter Helen, who marr ied Sir Alex-
ander Innes of Coxton, a son William Duff of 
Crombie, who married Elizabeth, daughter of 
Sir Robert Dalrymple of Castleton, and their 
son Sir James Duff, his Majesty's British 
Consul a t Cadiz, was in 1813 created a baronet 
with a special destination under which the 
Baronetcy passed to the Duff-Gordons of Mary-
culter. 

The Duffs parted with Crommey, which be-
came for a time par t of the Seafield estates, 
until in 1856 it was purchased by John Forbes 
of Haddo, and from his Trustees the Barony 
and Castle of Crommey—(The feudal Barony 
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passed with the chief chymmis, fortalice, or 
moot hill of the fief, as caput baroniae, and. 
similarly the writer, having purchased the 
Castle of Kinnairdy, became Baron of the 
Barony of Kinnairdy, and in 1927 had to pay 
the Crown 19/5 as dues in respect of it under 
the Feudal Casualties Act)—and the lands of 
Drumfeirie, were bought by Miss Helen Innes, 
now of Crommey, so tha t the lands have once 
more returned to the Innes clan and to a de-
scendant of the Thanes of Aberchirder. 

The Castle of Crommey. 
The original mansion of the "tenandry" of 

Crommey was probably a ha' hoose, on what Is 
now the f a rm of Old Crombie, and the present 
"fortalice and oastell," built a t the Overhall 
or Newton of Cromey, was evidently founded 
by James Innes 2nd of Crommey, soon a f te r he 
got possession in 1542. I t is an L-shaped build-
ing, of which the west tower is evidently the 
older, and appears to bear a similarity to an-
other Innes fortress, Inverbreakie, erected in 
the 16th century by Walter Innes of Toux, the 
Chamberlain of Boss or his na tura l son, John 
Innes of Inverbreakie. (Great Seal, III. , No 
1346.) This par t of the building consists, like 
Inverbreakie, of an oblong tower which in the 
case of Crommey is of three storeys, the base 
ment upon two vaults, the northern of which 
has been the kitchen, and to which access was 
perhaps only obtainable from the first floor, 
which was wholly occupied by the great hall 
and "screens." On the second floor had been 
the long bedchamber, with turrets a t its 
southern gable, and in the north-west corner 
there was access through the floor to the secret 
chamber or "lug," f rom which the Laird could 
spy upon his household or retainers. Beneath 
the service s ta i r to the kitchen is the pit of the 
barony (namely the baronial prison), an un-
pleasant place of confinement, lit by a small 
loophole in the north-west corner. The east 
" iamb," or wing, seems a later addition, 
probably dat ing from 1570/80, when Alexander 
Innes 3rd of Crommey had at tained some opu-
lence. Here is the s t ra ight stair down which 
the t ruculent Sir John hurled the Kirk Officer 
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of Aberchirder, and beneath it is another grim 
and unpleasant dungeon. In the principal 
vault of this wing is the grea t kitchen with its 
oven and stoup-sink, whilst above is the pri-
vate room and bedrooms over, approached by 
a turnpike s tair which had formerly led out 
on to the battlements above the doorway, of 
which the three grea t corbel stones still re-
main. From t h a t bart izan, which I hope may 
presently be restored, there is a magnificent 
view down the Glen of Crommey across the 
Kirkton of Aberchirder, the Deveron beyond, 
then Forgue and Lessendrum to Strathbogie 
and the hills of Cabrach and Foudland, which 
when the Castle has been somewhat tidied, I 
hope the Banffshire Field Club may one day 
have the opportunity of enjoying. 

Aberchirder and "Foggieloan." 
In course of discussion which followed, Mr 

Innes, in reply to a question, said the name 
Aberchirder, or Aberkirder, was the original 
name of the parish, long before it was named 
Marnoch, a f t e r Saint Marnan. 

Dr M'Pherson asked how Aberchirder came 
to be known as "Foggieloan," and Mr Innes 
said the present burgh of Aberchirder was 
founded as a new town on the site of a little 
place tha t was called Foggieloan. The old 
Kirktown of Aberchirder was down beside the 
present Manse of Marnoch. 

In reply to a question as to what the name 
Aberchirder means, Mr Innes said i t probably 
meant "the mouth of the dark brown water," 
but like many other Gaelic names a variety 
of solutions had been offered and probably 
there was no certainty, but he thought the 
mouth of the dark brown water, a t the meet-
ing of the burn of Crombie and the Deveron, 
was quite a good suggestion. "Foggieloan" 
meant a mossy loan—a loan t h a t for all they 
knew was probably the line of the present 
Main Street of Aberchirder. 

In reply to fu r the r questions Mr Innes said 
the modern name of Marnoch was derived 
from St Marnan, who founded a Christian 
church within the old t r iba l district repre-
sented by the Thaneage of Aberchirder, and 
whose church, the old Kirk of Aberchirder, 
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would have been where the Saint's Cell is, but 
the place where he preached was up beside the 
present church in the middle of a former stone 
circle, where there was still one stone stand-
ing called St Marnan's Chair. Marnan's Well 
was no doubt the well t h a t supplied the Saint 
with water and would thereby acquire great 
sancti ty and the water he would use to bap-
tise the people of the district. 

Much interest was taken by those present in 
a very old riding bridle exhibited by Mr 
Innes, recently discovered in one of the chim-
neys of Crommey. The neighbouring old Castle 
of Kinnairdy was acquired by Mr Innes a 
number of years ago and is now being restored 
h y him and which, he said, he was to invite 
t h e Club to inspect when the preservation work 
is finished. 

A vote of thanks was very hearti ly accorded 
Mr Innes on the call of Dr M'Pherson. 
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