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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10, 1935. 

The annual meeting of the Club was held 
this evening, Sheriff More presiding. 

Annual Report. 
Dr M'Pherson, joint secretary, presented the 

report of the Club's activities during the past 
year. I t was in the following terms:— 

At this, the fifty-fifth annual meet-
ing of the Banffshire Field Club, I have pleas-
ure in presenting the Secretary's Report. I 
believe we are justified' in saying tha t the 
Club is showing no signs of premature senile 
decay. The amount, value and interest of the 
Transactions have been increasing of late 
years. 

At last year's annual meeting it was re-
ported by the Treasurer that the membership 
stood a t 96, and tha t the balance carried for-
ward amounted to the very satisfactory sum 
of £216 16s 7d. 

At that meeting Mr Barclay, Editor of the 
Banffshire Journal, read a paper on the 
"Odyssey of a Banffshire Dominie." In course 
of his address he pictured with vivid interest 
the conditions under which schoolmasters 
worked in an upland parish of Banffshire to-
wards the beginning of the nineteenth century. 
Notwithstanding the very exacting nature of 
his duties Mr Barclay has found time to contri-
bute to this Club many papers of the highest 
historical value, and we owe to him a very 
deep debt of gratitude. "The Schools and 
Schoolmasters of Banffshire," published by 
him in 1925, is much valued by the highest 
educational authorities and will serve to keep 
his memory green for generations to come. 

Coming to the present year, our first meeting 
was held on 22nd January. Dr J . Malcolm 
Bulloch, another valued contributor, of long 
standing, to our Transactions, submitted a 
paper on the "Turriff Hunt and its Greatest 
Master." The writer gave, in full detail, the 
history of this Hunt and the leading part 
taken in it by Lord Kintore. Dr Bulloch, by 
his skilled industry, has rescued from oblivion 
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the story of this movement which, a t one time 
played a great par t in the social l ife of the 
North-East. 

On 26th March we had a visit f rom Mr 
Alistair N. Tayler of Glenbarry. He and his 
sister, Miss Henrietta Tayler, have made many 
valuable contributions to the history of Banff-
shire and the North-East, and the work tihey 
a re now doing is recognised to be of the highest 
interest and importance. At our March meet-
ing he discoursed to us on "Queen Mary in the 
North " The lecture gave evidence of skilful 
and accurate research, and the audience joined 
in according to him their thanks for his valu-
able contribution. 

On 30th April Mr Thomas Innes of Learney 
gave an eloquent and stimulating address on 
"The Bailies of the Regality of St ra th is la ." 
The lecturer gave a racy and humorous ac-
count of the doings of these functionaries. 
Subsequently there was an animated discussion 
taken par t in by many of the members pre-
sent. 

The summer meeting was this year held on 
16th Ju ly a t Rothiemay Castle. Dr Douglas 
Simpson, Librarian of Aberdeen University, 
again gave his valuable services to the Club 
as guide and lecturer. In his company we 
visited the Castle and its gardens and policies. 
We inspected the rediscovered foundations of 
the first Christian Church built by St Drostan 
in the parish of Rothiemay. The main points 
of Dr Simpson's admirable and eloquent ad-
dress will be found in the Transactions of this 
year. After tea, which was served in t he 
Forbes Arms Hotel, Dr Simpson was congratu-
lated on his approaching marriage. Sheriff 
More, who presided, presented to him on be-
half of the Club a case of old silver teaspoons 
made in Banff about the year 1785, and thanked 
him for the great service he had done to the 
Club on numerous occasions. Over for ty mem-
bers were present, and all returned home de-
lighted with the success of the outing. 

Mr Barclay has contributed to the Trans-
actions a paper which it is exceedingly appro-
priate should appear in an account of the ac-
tivities of a Field Club. It describes the dis-
covery on the farm of Bogton, Fordyce, on the 
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Seafield Estates, tenanted by Mr George Mas-
son, of large parts of the remains of the ex-
tinct Urus. The find was unique in the County 
of Banff and represented what was probably 
the most complete specimen ever discovered in 
Scotland of an animal that baa been extinct 
for many centuries. Great interest in the dis-
covery was taken by Mr David T. Samson, F.S.A. 
(Scot.), Old Cullen, and it is due to the pre-
cautionary measures that he took and to his 
unremitting zeal and enthusiasm that the re-
mains were recovered in the condition they 
were and steps taken for their preservation. 
The skeleton is now in the Natural History 
Museum of Aberdeen University. The warm 
thanks of the Club and of every scientist are 
due Mr Samson for what he did in this inter-
esting and important matter. 

Mr F. L. Braid, treasurer, presented the fin-
ancial report. The assets at the beginning of 
the year were £216, and a t its close £209. The 
membership was—two life members, six hon-
orary, and 84 ordinary members. 

Both reports were adopted. 
Dr M'Pherson, much to the regret of the 

meeting, intimated his wish to retire from the 
office of joint secretary, in which, it was re-
cognised, he had done a great deal of admir-
able work in the interests of the Club. That 
feeling was expressed in warm terms by the 
President, who, in grateful words, acknow-
ledged Dr M'Pherson's valued services, and it-
was cordially agreed that he should become 
one of the vice-presidents. 

The office-bearers of the Club were all re-
elected. and Mr Wm. Smith, solicitor, was ap-
pointed a joint secretary in Dr M'Pherson's 
place. 
Provost Dirom of Banff and His Descendants. 
There was read the following paper by Dr J. 

M. Bulloch, London, on the above subjec t -
Alexander Dirom possessed a very rare name. 

He was twice Provost of Banff: an enterpris-
ing laird and farmer: the author of a big-
book on the corn laws: and the father of a-
distinguished Indian general, historian and 
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