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MONDAY, JULY 25, 1936. 

The summer meeting of Banffshire Field 
Club, held to-day, took the customary form of 
an outing, which was held in fine weather to 
the Old House at Carnousie, now the property 
of Messrs William and Roland Bisset. A com-
pany of over fifty members and their friends 
met there along with a number of local people 
interested in the Club's visit. 

Dr W. Douglas Simpson, Aberdeen, was pre-
sent and was introduced by Sheriff More, pre-
sident. He gave the gathering in his accus-
tomed lucid , and able way an account of the 
history of the Barony of Carnousie, and there-
after explained the architectural features of 
the old house or castle. 

Through the kindness of Messrs Bisset and 
Miss Bisset, the inside of the house was in-
spected, under the guidance of Dr Simpson. 
Afterwards Sheriff More thanked Dr Simpson 
for this further valued service among the 
many he had rendered the Club, and Dr Simp-
son asked the company to accord a hearty 
vote of thanks to Messrs Bisset and Miss Bisset 
for the privileges they had so readily extended 
to the company. 

The company were thereafter entertained to 
tea at Carnousie House by Col. and Mrs Lind-
say, and a visit to the gardens was also en-
joyed. On the motion of Dr C. S. M'Pherson. 
Banff, thanks were warmly accorded Col. and 
Mrs Lindsay. 

Dr Simpson's paper was in these terms:— 
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CARNOUSIE. 

Prehistoric and Celtic Christian Traces. 
The ancient barony of Carnousie lies on the 

left bank of the Deveron, part ly in the parish 
of Marnoch and partly in Forglen. The lands, 
extending latterly to about 3000 acres, stretched 
for about a mile along the river between the 
Cunning Burn on the east and the Burn of 
Maggie on the west, and extended back as f a r 
as, and for a short length just beyond, the 
turnpike road between Turriff and Aberchir-
der. Their depth, in this direction, would be 
about two miles and three-quarters, and the 
maximum breadth about two and a half 
miles. The highest point is Ardreddie 
Hill, 608 feet. Sloping gently down to 
the river bed. with fine sunward ex-
posures, the lie of the land is very like that at 
Rothiemay, and offered the same inducement 
to early settlers as those detailed in my 
account of the latter demesne.* Prehistoric 
traces accordingly are numerous. A short 
cist was dug out in the Cunning Howe, and 
others on the farm of Castlehill, while burials 
were found on the slopes of Cairnhill—the 
name of which is significant. The remains of 
a t least two stone circles and a much dilapi-
dated cairn. Cairn Ennit, survive in the White-
hill Wood (now cut).† Flint aud stone imple-
ments have been turned up in various locali-
ties. A little further to the east, in 
the grounds of Forglen House, are the 
notable Bronze Age burial mounds known as 
Rounie Law aud Barbara 's Hillock, from the 
latter of which a short cist grave was re-
covered, while the former yielded three un-
burnt and uncisted interments associated with 
beaker urns, charcoal and, in one instance, a 
flint arrowhead.‡ The evidence of all these 
discoveries makes i t perfectly clear tha t the 
* Trans. Banffshire Field Club, 13th July 1935, 

pp. 108-9. 
† See Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., vol. XXXVII., pp. 

137-40. where only one stone circle is noted. 
‡ Ibid., vol. XL., p. 279-90. 
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district was fully inhabited a t least as fa r 
back as the early Bronze Age. 

To a country thus early settled the first 
Christian missionaries would naturally be 
attracted. It is therefore no matter for sur-
prise that the ecclesiastical associations of 
the neighbourhood are extremely ancient. 
Across the Deveron. on the haugh below 
Laithers House, are a chapel-site and a well 
bearing the name of St Carnac or Cairnech, 
one of the successors of St Ninian a t Candida 
Casa (Whithorn) in the fifth century.* The old 
church of Forglen was dedicated to St Adam-
nan, and the site of "St Eunon's" (Adamnan's) 
Chapel remains, a well-marked knowe, on the 
east side of the Cunning Burn where i t joins 
the Deveron; while nearby his well still flows 
cold and pure, and is in daily use. Another 
early church site, no longer traceable, is on 
record in a most interesting charter, circa 
1286-9, whereby Symon, Thane of Aber-
chirder, grants to Cristin, chaplain of the 
chapel of St Menimius, Confessor, on the bank 
of the Duffhern (Deveron), and to his succes-
sors, four silver merks yearly from the mill 
of Carnoussexth, and also the haugh known 
as Dolbrech, between a ditch on the west side, 
at the head of the said Dolbrech, and the old 
road at the lower or east side: together with 
all the buildings, erected and to be erected. 
within the cemetery of the aforesaid chapel.† 
This is the earliest mention of Carnousie that 
I have come across. Dolbrech is said to mean 
"dappled haugh," but the name has now fallen 
out of use nor is anything otherwise known 
about St Menimius.‡ From a document of 1369 
it appears that the chaplain was bound to 
pray for the souls of all the Scottish Kings, 
and that the two Carnulsys were burdened 

* See my The Celtic Church in Scotland, p. 64. 
† Registrum Episcopatus Moraviensis, p. 279. 
‡ There are no grounds for the identification 

of him with St Monan, made in Ant. Shires 
Aberd. and Banff, vol II., p. 216. Nor does 
the place seem to be the same as the 
church of St Marnan. as stated by Mr 
Thomas Innes, Proc. Soc. Ant.. Scot., vol. 

LXVI., p. 90. 
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with an annual charge of 26s 8d towards the 
upkeep of the chapel.* 

With Forglen was associated the famous 
Celtic shrine known as the Brecbannoch, or 
Monymusk reliquary, now in the National 
Museum of Antiquities. The land of Forglint, 
together with the custody of the reliquary, 
was granted by William the Lion to the 
Abbey of Arbroath, founded by him in 1178. 
As the gi f t of the land is made "to God and to 
St Columba and to the Brecbannoch," it seems 
clear t ha t the rel iquary was associated in 
some way with Columba, and tha t the land of 

Forglen pertained to the office of i ts guardian-
ship.† The connexion of Columba and Adam-
nan with Forglen indicates the influence of the 
church of Iona in these parts , subsequent to 
the original current of Christianity derived 
from Whithorn, as vouched for by the Laithers 
site. 

Early Lords of the Manor. 
The first on record seems to be Thane Symon 

of Aberchirder, above mentioned. He was also 
lord of the Thanedom of Conveth, in the ad-
joining parish of Inverkeithny. I t is stated 
tha t owing to some misdemeanour on his par t 
the King had seized both thanedoms; where-
upon Symon made over six davachs of Conveth 
to the Earl of Buchan for his assistance in 
recovering Aberchirder.‡ Thane Symon had a 
daughter and heiress named Sibilla. who as 
lady of Caringusy (Carnousie) granted the 
lands of Wester Caringusy and Culblathyus to 
Alexander de Meldrum and Isobella his wife, 
and to their son and heir William. This grant-
was confirmed by Robert I. on 12th March 1I28.§ 
* Registrum Moraviense, p. 319. 

† For the Brecbannoch see Proc. Soc. Ant-
Scot., vol. LIX.. pp. 39-40. with authorities 
cited; also, ibid., vol. LXVIII., pp. 433-8. 

‡ Registrum Moraviense. p. 319. 
§ Antiquities of the Shires of Aberdeen and 

Banff, vol. II . . pp. 217-8. For the Aber-
chirder family and the later history of 
the Thanedom see Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., 
vol. LXVI., pp. 89-90; also. Duncan Forbes. 
Ane Account of the Familie of Innes, pp. 
11-12, 69-73, Sec. 
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In the reign of Bruce's son the thanedom was 
held by the Crown, and in 1358 it is stated that 
the two Carnousye had been conceded by the 
King to the Countess of Wigtown, who was his 
foster-sister.* In 1369 the thanedom was erected 
into a free barony in favour of Walter de 
Leslie, Earl of Ross, and Euphemia his spouse.† 
In that year the two Carnulsys were in the 
hands of James Fraser, Lord of Fertendrach 
(Frendraught).‡ While the thanedom was still 
in royal keeping, King David granted an-
nuities from the lands of Carnousie to John 
Burnard, Richard Cuming and James Fraser.§ 
In 1492 one Donald is mentioned as laird of 
Carnousie. 

Carnousie next appears in the hands of the 
powerful Morayshire family of Dunbar of 
Westfield, to which the famous Bishop Gavin 
Dunbar belonged. On 24th May, 1501, sasine of 
the two Carnousies is given in favour of Sir 

James Dunbar of Cumnock, son of Sir Alex-
ander Dunbar of Westfield; but in the same 
year the fermes and relief of them were 
granted to Sir James Crichton of Fren-
draught.¶ On 12th February, 1505, James IV. 
confirmed a charter whereby Sir Alexander 
Dunbar of Westfield had granted to his son, 
the late John Dunbar of Mochrum, and 
Jonete Stewart, his wife, the lands of the two 
Carnousies and Cluny with their mills, except-
ing their messuage, namely the "mount of 
Magy" (exceptis messagio suo, vie. monte de 
Magy. etc.).** Sir James Dunbar of Cumnock 
was a witness of this charter and to him a 
sasine was given in 1506.†† This charter is of 
extreme importance beca-use it reveals to us 
the situation of the earliest manor place in 
the barony. Mons or mons castri, in English 

* Exchequer Rolls of Scotland, vol. I., p. 548. 
† Registrum Magni Sigilli Regum Scotorum, 

1306-1424, Nos. 316. 339. 
‡ Registrum Moraviense, p. 319. 

§ Op. cit., No. 353: Appendix 2, Nos.,1639, 1715. 
Col. J . Allardyce, Family of Burnett of 
Leys, p. 10. footnote. 

Registrum Moraviense, pp. 246-8. 
¶ Exchequer Rolls, vol. XI., pp. 371,* 377.* 

** Registrum Magni Sigilli. 1424-1513. No. 2819. 
†† Exchequer Rolls, vol. XII., p. 719. 
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Castlehill, is the regular medieval term tor the 
motte or mound of an early Norman castle of 
timbered earthwork. The site of this primitive 
fortalice, dating back no doubt to the time of 
the Thanes of Aberchirder, was evidently on 
the farm still known as Castlehill, above the 
head of the Burn of Maggie. The position is a 
most commanding one. It enjoys a wide view 
of the distant mountains, including the Knock. 
Ben Rinnes, the Ladder Hills, the Buck, Tap o' 
Noth, the Rhynie-Kildrummy gap, Morven and 
Lochnagar. Clunie, also referred to in 
the grant, lies immediately to the south-
west, while south-eastward is the large 
farm of Auldtown, no doubt representing the 
village community that arose under the 
shadow of the Norman castle—in contrast to 
the more recent Newtown, on the opposite side 
of the Carnousie Burn, which will date from 
the time when the manorial centre had been 
removed thither. Auldtown, comprising 333 
acres, is the largest farm on the old estate. 
Some ancient timber and one or two moulded 
skewstones about the steading, evidently re-
used from an older building, a t test the former 
consequence of the place. In the hollow of 
the Carnousie Burn, between the Auldtown 
and the Newtown, lies the picturesque Mill of 
Carnousie, which may well be the successor 
in situ of the mill on record in 1289.* The 
westward slope of the Auldtown is known as 
Magdalene Brae, suggesting the former pres-
ence of a medieval chapel there. "St John's 
Well in the Burn of Magie" is on record in a 
contract of marches between Auldtown of Car-
nousie and Pittendreich and Brockenfauld, 
dated 14th January, 1612. On the west side of 
the Burn of Magie, immediately below Gallen-
toun, a charming little spring trickles out and 

* But in 1620 we have "the Mill of Carnousie" 
called "the Mill of Burnend" (Carnousie 
Writs, No. 113). The Mill of Burnend is on 
the right bank of the Cunning Burn a t its 
junction with the Deveron. I t is inter-
esting that each of the three burns in the 
barony, the Burn of Magie. the Carnousie 
Burn and the Cunning Burn. has its 
ancient mill—all three still in use. 
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falls over a tiny rock-ledge in the miniature 
dell which the Burn here forms. As Brocken-
faulds is on the slope immediately above, 
there can be little doubt that this is St John's 
Well. On a small patch of level ground be-
tween the rock face and the water there are 
some traces of foundations, as if there may 
have been a cell beside the holy spring. 
The same document also mentions " the 
stripe of the Elphe well."* Northward, on 
the lands of Cranna, long associated 
with Carnousie, is the Gallowhill. From 
these various place-names it is possible to 
piece together the principal elements in the 
early topography of the barony, before the 
capital messuage was shifted by the Ogilvies. 
Latterly there was even a burgh of barony at 
Carnousie, which in a list of 1691 is included 
among the "dry burghs of ane inconsiderable 
trade."† As the locus of the burghs in this 
list, where given, in all save one case (Milltown 
of Balvenie) is a t the Newtown of the barony, 
it may perhaps be inferred that this was the 
case a t Carnousie also, where there is no 
Milltown. In 1686 Sir George Gordon of Car-
nousie obtained a warrant to hold two fairs, 
upon the town and lands of Carnousie, "the 
first, upon the first Tuesday of June, the se-
cond upon the second Tuesday of August, 
thereafter, and each of the saids twa free 
faires to continue for the space of three dayes, 
together with a weekly mercat on Wednesday 
there."‡ 

The Ogilvies and the Gordons. 
On 12th June, 1530, King James V. granted to 

Walter Ogilvy of Monycabok and his heirs the 
lands of Carnousie with the mill, fishings in 
the Water of Doverne, woods, tenements, etc.. 
resigned by James Dunbar of Cumnock, and 
now erected by the King, as a reward for good 
services rendered by the said Walter Ogilvy, 

* Carnousie Writs. No. 158. 
† Records of the Convention of Royal Burghs, 

1677-1711. p. 643. 
‡ Act Parli. Scotl., vol. VIII.. p. 650. 
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into the free barony of Carnousies.* Thus 
commenced the association of the Ogilvies with 
Carnousie, the lands of which they were to hold 
for over a century. In 1531 we have a royal 
confirmation of a charter by Walter Ogilvy of 
Carnowsies granting to his nephew, John 
Ogilvy of Stratherne, the barony of Carnousie 
in excambion for tha t of Petty in Inverness.† 
In 1534 Alexander Ogilvy was in debt, and on 
behalf of his creditor, Alexander Innes, a dis-
traint, was executed of certain lands, including 
the Auldtown (antiqua villa) of Carnowseis. 
In the same year i t is stated that the tenants 
in the Auldtown were Andrew Wilsoun, Berala 
Lawsoun, John Wilsoun, Alexander Chalmar, 
Alexander Adam and Adam Garroch.‡ In 1536 
the barony was sold by John Ogilvy of Burn 
to his uncle, Sir Walter Ogilvy of Dunlugus 
and his wife, Alison Hume;§ and on 13th Be-
cember, 1538, the King confirmed to the new 
owners certain lands in the shires of Aberdeen 
and Banff, including the barony of Carnowseis, 
Crannoch, Crannouchbog, with their mills, 
fishings on Deveron, tenements and outsettis 
resigned by the said Sir Walter Ogilvy and 
Alison Hume, and all now erected in their 
favour into the free barony of Dunlugus. To 
Walter and Alison is given the power of erect-
ing a castle on their lands (et cum potestate 

edificandi castrum infra dictas terras).II So 
fa r as the Carnousie portion of Sir Walter's 
domain is concerned, it is to be presumed that 
the early motte, "the mount of Magy" a t 
Castlehill, had long before been disused: but 
another forty years were to elapse ere a new 
fortalice was erected on these lands. In 1549 

* Registrum Magni Sigilli, 1513-46. No. 949: 
cf. Accounts of the Lord High Treasurer of 
Scotland, vol. V., p. 341. The original of 
this charter, together with the precept of 
sasine thereon, had gone amissing when 
the inventory of the Carnousie writs was 
made at the time of the purchase by Lord 
Seafield in 1757. 

†Ibid., Nos. 1013-4: cf. Accts. of Ld. H. Treas., 
vol. V., p. 396. 

‡ R.M.S., ut supra., Nos. 1371 1422. 
S Ibid., No. 1591. 

II Ibid., No. 1871. 
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their territories were reconferred to Sir Walter 
Ogilvy and Alison Hume.* Such periodical re-
signations and confirmations are of course a 
usual feature of the old arrangements for suc-
cession under feudal tenure, before the law of 
entail in its modern form came into use. 

An interesting charter follows, dated at 
Banff, 24th June, 1583, whereby Walter Ogilvy 
of Carnowseis sells to his brother germane. Sir 
George Ogilvy of Dunlugus, the lands and 
barony of Carnowseis, with the tower, manor, 
and fortalice newly constructed by him (cum 
turre, manerie, fortalicio per se de novo con-
rtruct.)† This reference to the new manor 
house in confirmed by the date 1577 still viable 
in the building. The lands are specified as in-
cluding the tenements, etc., woods, salmon fish-
ings on Deveron, the lands of Craignay, Craig-
nabag (Cranna and Crannabog) and Blaklaw 
and the mills thereof. This charter is followed 
by another from the King, granting to George, 
second legitimate son of Sir George Ogilvy of 
Dunlugus, and Margaret Ogilvy his wife, the 
lands and barony of Carnowseis, which Sir 
George had resigned, erecting them into the 
free barony of Carnowseis, and ordaining the 
fortalice of Carnowseis to be the principal 
messuage thereof.‡ The village centre of the 
old barony lands a t present is at Bogton, and 
this place, with its waulkmill, is on record in 
1618 :§ Waulkmill, with Easter Waulkmill and 
Little Waulkmill, adjoins the village to the 
north-east. 

Sir George Ogilvy of Carnousie was one of 
the first northern magnates to be made a 
baronet of Nova Scotia, and it is amusing to 
read his charter, dated 24th April, 1626, which 
creates ad id a barony and regality of New 
Carnowsies in the island of Nova Scotia, the 
extent of the barony being generously fixed at 
16,000 acres.II Latterly Sir George became heavily 
involved in debt, and so, on 24th January, 1635, 

* Ibid., 1546-80, No. 388. 
† Charter confirmed by King. 11th July follow-

ing— R.M-.S.. 1580-93, No. 587. 
‡ Ibid., 1593-1608. No. 351. 

§ Carnousie Writs, No. 16. 
II R.M.S., 1620-33, No. 963. 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



54 

we have a charter making over his lands, 
apprised at 2930 marks, to John Halkheid of 
Scottismilne of Boyne.* In those days millers 
were often men of substance, and Scotsmill, 
with its quaint old buildings, most beautifully 
situated in the den of the Boyne Water just 
above Boyne Castle, has clearly been a place 
of ancient consequence. In the charter Sir 
George's estate is described as: the lands and 
barony of Carnowsies with the tower and 
manor place, comprising the Mains with mill, 
fishings on the Deveron, lands of Auldtoun. 
Cluny Broinehill, Crannoche with mill and 
fishings, Blacklawes, Crannochboig, Boiginhilt 
and Boigtown of Carnowsies. From these 
place-names it is evident that by this time the 
barony had assumed very much the dimen-
sions that it retained until i t was broken up 
in 1927, with an extension to the north-west 
taking in Cranna and Blacklaw, which (as we 
shall see) were retained by Lord Seafield when 
he sold the barony in 1758. The Mains, which 
of course would date from subsequent to the 

* R.M.S., 1631-51, No. 268. In a subsequent 
apprisal to Mr David Heriot, advocate, 
dated 7th Nov. 1648, the lands are valued 
at 3260 marks. Carnousie Writs, No. 33. 
Cf. "Register of the Privy Council of 
Scotland, 2nd series, vol. V.. pp. 435, 
532, whence it appears that Ogilvy's 
debts were incurred on his own be-
half and as cautioner for his brother-
in-law, Gordon of Cluny (in Aberdeenshire). 
Among Carnousie's creditors was William 
Forbes of Tolquhon, to whom, as appears 
from the Carnousie Writs, he had granted 
a bond for 1000 marks Scots. Upon the 
strength of this indebtedness, the Forbeses 
of Tolquhon made great and long con-
tinued efforts to obtain the barony of Car-
nousie. A precept fur th of the Chancellery 
was actually issued (No. 24 in the Car-
nousie Writs) dated so late as 12th July 
1670 for infefting Sir John Forbes of Water-
ton in the barony of Carnousie. It ap-
pears that his father. Thomas Forbes of 

Waterton (a son of William Forbes, 
seventh laird of Tolquhon). had obtained 
in 1650. a charter under the great seal of 
Carnousie. which in 1757 was no longer 
extant. 
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building of the new manor place in 1577, and 
the Newtown appear first on record in a 
charter by Robert Innes of that ilk. titular of 
the teinds of Aberchirder, conveying the teiud 
sheaves of the barony of Carnousie, heritably 
and irredeemably, to George Ogilvie, dated 
7th November, 1616. The teinds were to be 
"holden Blanch For yearly payment of £64 
Scots mony to the said Robert Innes and his 
Heirs."* 

Perhaps it may have been in consequence of 
his debts t ha t Sir George Ogilvy about this 
time was harassed by hostile action on the 
part of certain of his neighbours. On 15th 
October, 1622, he gave in a petition to the Privy 
Council complaining tha t Robert Innes of that, 
ilk, Walter Innes of Auchintoul and their 
friends trouble the petitioner and his tenants 
in possession of the commonty of Carnousie, 
"hound and chaise" their cattle off the com-
monty, threaten their herds, cast "faill, 
dovett, and uther fewall" on the lands, and 
commit other acts of "evill nychtbourheade."† 
I t is perhaps not without significance that so 
fa r back as 1554 the then Ogilvy of Carnousie, 
as we saw, had been in debt to Alexander 
Innes and that the latter had obtained a lien 
on certain of his lands. Probably the Inneses 

believed that they still held unextinguished 
claims. 

More serious calamities were to follow upon 
the outbreak of the great Civil War, which 
began on 14th May, 1639, with the celebrated 
Trot of Turriff, just across the Deveron from 
Carnousie. Soon af ter this affair, Sir George 
Ogilvie's kinsman. Lord Banff, a t first a 
prominent Royalist leader, "fell sicke, being 
caried to Carnousie, where he lay a long tyme,-
Altho he deserted the seruice from thencefurth, 
yet his cusine germane, sir George Ogiluie of 
Carnousies, and his brother bairnes. who had 
been vpon the seruice alwayes hithertills, 
could never he drawn from the royall pairtie, 
altho they ware both ruined by it ; and sir 
George in speciall suffered so much for his 

* Carnousie Writs, No. 13. 
† R.P.C., 1st series, vol. XIII.. p. 751. 
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loyaltie as all his fortounes were extinguished, 
his landes ruined and layed waist, himselfe 
and lady forced to flie the countray for a 
tyme, nor shall he be euer able by appearance 
to recouer the great looses he hath sustained 
for being so constant and fai thful l a Royal-
ist."* Sir George Ogilvy died childless in 1668.† 
By this time the estate was hopelessly encum-
bered and on 29th March, 1683, a decree of sale 
was obtained from the Court of Session by the 
bondholders.‡ 

The purchaser was Sir George Gordon, the 
first Gordon laird of Carnousie, eldest son of 
Sir John Gordon, scond laird of Park. The dis-
position of the lands and barony in his favour 
is dated 19th October. 1683.§ Sir George was 
likewise owner of Edinglassie, Invermarkie, 
Auchinachie, and Crannoch: he was joint 
Sheriff-principal of Banff, for many years re-
presented the shire in Parliament, and was 
"Captain of the Independent Troop of Horse 
tha t belonged to the Earl of Annandale." In 
1690 he "dyet a t t Carnousie and was honour-
ably and splendidly buried in the Isle of Corn-
cairn or Ordewhill his whole Troop in Mourn-
ing and a great retinue of his friends accom-
panying his Interment with all Martial 
Solemnitie."II His son. also George, was "out" 
in the Fifteen,¶ and the latter 's son, Arthur, 
driven, it is said, by the urgency of his debts, 
took a prominent part in the Forty-five. On 
25th March, 1746, Lord Braco wrote to the Laird 
of Grant as follows:—"You'l doe me a great 
favour if you'l apply to the General for a pro-

* Patrick Gordon, Britanes Distemper, p. 23. 
† For the curious later history of the Car-

nousie baronetcy, see A. and H. Tayler, 
The Ogilvies of Boyne, pp. 67-72. 

‡ Carnousie Writs, No. 43. 
§ Carnousie Writs, No. 45 
II Balbithan MS. in J . M. Bulloch's House of 

Gordon, vol. I., p. 38. There are many 
particulars about him in James Grant's 
excellent little work on Banffshire at the 
Revolution of 1689 

¶ Lord Huntly's letter, calling him out "as a 
true Scotchman and Gordon" is given by 
A. and H. Tayler, Cess Roll of Aberdeen-
shire. 1715. p. 218. 
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tection for Carnousie's House, who was verie 
friendly to me before he enter'd into this un-
happie rebellion.'" For some time the house 
was a lurking place of Jacobite refugees.† 
Arthur Gordon was excepted from pardon and 
fled to France, where he died bankrupt in 
1753. A judicial sale of his estates was effected 
on 8th March, 1757, Carnousie being purchased, 
for £6381 10/- sterling, by one of his principal 
creditors, James, Earl of Findlater and Sea-
field, who on 11th July, 1758, disposed of it. 
with the exception of Cranna and Blacklaw. to 
another of the late laird's creditors, Captain 
George Hay of Montblairy, a brother-in-law of 
the second Earl of Fife. The charter under 
the Great Seal to George Hay, conveying the 
lands and barony of Carnousie, is dated 25th 
April, 1759, and sasine followed at the old 
Castle a t eleven a.m. on Christmas Eve, 1760.‡ 

In the Carnousie Inventory the list or 
Arthur Gordon's debts extends to thirty-four 
closely written foolscap pages! It appears 
that previous to the sale Lord Seafield and Mr 
Hay had bought up most of the laird's debts 
between them. 

The Later Owners. 
In 1790 Carnousie was purchased from George 

Hay by Colonel Patrick Duff, of the Honour-
able East India Company. Lord Fife, when 
Colonel Duff consulted him about the deal, 
wrote thus, on 2nd December 1789: "there is a 
house that, with a little money, can be made 
very comfortable, large plantations well ad-
vanced and a good deal inclosed. The lands on 
the water side are good but not so extensive. 
Colonel Duff, who subsequently was promoted 
Major-General, was a man of remarkable 
physical strength and force of character. An 
early exploit gained him the soubriquet of 
"Tiger" Duff, and many stories are told about 
his prowess. His portrait by Romney shows a 

* A. and H. Tayler, Jacobites of Aberdeenshire 
and Banffshire in the Forty-five, pp. 204-6. 

† Misc., Spalding Club, vol. IV., pp. 322-325. 
‡ Originals a t Carnousie. 

§ A. and H. Tavler. The Book of the D u f f s , vol. 
II., p. 479. 
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heavy countenance, overbearing, even trucu-
lent in aspect.* 

In the Statistical Account† of Forglen, pub-
lished in 1795, there is the following reference 
to Carnousie:— 

" Colonel Duff's house, Carnousie, stands 
upon a rising ground, about an English mile 
and a half west from the church, not very 
distant from the river, but not in s ight of it. 
There are several considerable plantations 
upon this estate, and a good deal of natural 

wood by the river side. The Colonel is a t pre-
sent inclosing his Mains. There arc no good 
quarries in the parish; they are obliged then 
to use such surface stones as they can find; 
and yet with these, they made the most beauti-
ful work of dry stone fence I ever saw. The 
stones are all coursed; and the masons say 
they make as much work tha t way as the 
other, when their hand is in use; but i t re-
quires to be bred to it, as ordinary workmen 
cannot do it." 

These dykes still in part exist, and amply 
justify the encomium thus passed on the old-
time workmen. In connexion with this en-
closing of the Mains General Duff built the 
imposing steading, with its tal l porch tower 
and belfry in a quasi-classical style, all car-
ried out in finished ashlar work. On the belfry 
is the date 1797 

"Tiger" Duff died in 1803. His own outlays 
had been heavy, and moreover he had gone to 
the assistance of a brother who failed. Hence 
he left the estate encnmbered, and i t had to 
be sold shortly before his son Patr ick 's death 
in 1825. An advertisement of the sale 
appeared in the Aberdeen Journal of 4th 
May in tha t year, and contains some in-
teresting particulars. The lands then extended 
to 2231 Scots acres, and included the Mains and 
Manor Place of Carnousie, Auldtown of Car-
nousie, Newtown, Mill of Carnousie, Bogin-
hilt, Floors, Woodhead, Burnside, Backhill, 
Waterside, Burnend, Cunnyhow, Silverstripe, 

* For Tiger Duff, see op. cit., pp. 474-82. 
† Vol. xiV.. p. 535. 
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South and North Bogtown, Waulkmill. Briggs, 
Brownhill, and Crofts, with the salmon fish-
ings on the Deveron. There were 1245 Scots 
acres of arable. 230 in plantations, and the 
remainder "moss or improveable muir." A 
slate and pavement quarry then existed on the 
estate. "There is also a cottage, lately built 
near the river bank, beautifully situated, and 
surrounded by planting." The purchaser was 
Mr Stewart of Belladrum, who in 1827 sold it 
again to Captain Alexander Grant. Captain 
Grant died in 1841, and the estate was again 
exposed for sale, the advertisement appearing 
in the Aberdeen Journal of 19th January 1842. 
Its extent was now given as 2967 imperial acres, 
of which 1999 was arable, 382 muir, 469 planta-
tions, 68 moss, and the remainder occupied by 
roads, houses and stances. "An elegant man-
sion was in the course of being erected, and is 
almost completed." The purchaser was Mr 
Gordon, advocate in Aberdeen, who sold it in 
the following year to Mr William James 
Harvey, a native of Elgin. Mr Harvey 
dwelt constantly on the property, and 
improved it in many ways. Of his 
regime it was said that at once time there was 
not a single acre on the estate but what was 
not under the plough or under wood.* 
He was succeeded in 1867 by his son John, who 
died in 1915. In 1927 his trustees sold the estate, 
which thereafter was broken up. Carnousie 
House and policies were purchased by Lt.-Col. 
James Howard Lindsay, D.S.O., M.A., LL.B., 
and the old mansion, with the farm of Mains, 
was bought by Messrs William and Roland W. 

Bisset, by whom it is now occupied. 

The prospectus issued for the sale in 1927 
gives full and final particulars about the state 
of this ancient barony a t the moment when it 
was broken up, together with a valuable map 
showing the various holdings. I t comprised 
3000 acres, of which about 2596 were arable and 
pasture, 108 acres rough grazing, 229 acres in 
woodland, 14 acres were Carnousie House and 
policies, and the remaining 53 acres were 
buildings, roads, river, etc. There were 39 

* Banffshire Journal, Nov. 1, 1927. 
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farms, ranging in size from the Auldtown, 323 
acres, and the Mains, 217 acres, to the Cairn-
hill Croft, of 4 1/2acres. 

The history of the successive capital messu-
ages on the barony of Carnousie has been a 
complicated one. The earliest centre, in the 
days of the Anglo-Norman infiltration, was on 
the Castle hill, and would be a timbered earth-
work structure of the kind then in use, as 
shown in the illustrations on the Bayeux 
Tapestry. In 1577, the Ogilvies built the 
castellated mansion which is still ocoupied as 
the farmhouse of Carnousie Mains. To this 
old castle, about 1757, a considerable addition 
was made by George Hay of Montblairy. 
Shortly before 1825, as recorded in the sale 
advertisement of tha t year, a cottage was 
built, probably by Patrick Duff the younger, 
on the edge of the brae overlooking the 
Deveron. Part of this cottage still survives in 
the east wing of the present Carnousie House. 
Captain Grant began a new mansion, designed 
by Archibald Simpson, on a very large scale 
and in the Palladian style, on a terrace rather 
higher up and more to the east : when he died 
this house (as stated in the 1842 advertisement) 
was unfinished internally. Mr W. J . Harvey 
made no at tempt to inhabit so enormous an 
edifice, but carried out considerable improve-
ments upon the Cottage, which he made his 
residence. His son added a wing in 1881. Thus 
when the estate was broken up there were 
three mansion houses in being: the old bar-
onial messuage, now usually known as Car-
nousie Mains; the "New House," Captain 
Grant's unfinished shell; and Carnousie, the 
cottage enlarged by Mr Harvey. After Colonel 
Lindsay had bought the latter, he pulled down 
a portion of it to make i t more manageable 
for modern requirements: while the "New 
House" was sold to the University of Aberdeen 
and its materials used in the building of the 
Elphinstone Hall a t King's College. Upon all 
these vicissitudes of its two successors the old 
castle of the Ogilvies has looked down in 
quiet, unaltered dignity. 

The present Carnousie House, on the brink of 
a steep bank overlooking the Deveron, un-
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questionably occupies the best site in the 
barony, whether for defence or amenity. Its 
stance very closely resembles tha t of Rothie-
may Castle, and i t is remarkable that the 
value of this position was not realised from 
the outset. The Ogilvie house on the other 
hand occupies a site of no special advantage. 

These brief notes on the descent of an 
ancient barony may conclude with the follow-
ing paragraph from the Aberdeen Journal of 
25th April, 1838:— 

"An elegant silver snuff box, bearing a suit-
able inscription, was lately presented to 
George Gillie. Esq., by a number of persons 
residing in his neighbourhood, as a tribute of 
grati tude for his praiseworthy services in 
erecting a schoolhouse, and providing for a 
teacher, a t Auld Town of Carnousie." 

This schoolhouse is no doubt the neat little 
building with ball-finials on its gable-ends, 
which at t racts attention in the Auldtown 
steading: and the master's holding, still known 
as School Croft, lies a little to the north-west. 

The Old House of Carnousie. 
This venerable building stands pleasantly 

enough on ground sloping gently to the north 
and west; and in these directions there are 
considerable remains of what had been a 
spacious park, as shown by rows of fine old 
trees — ash, plane, beech, silver fir, and one 
stalwart walnut. Eastward, pa r t of the old 
massive garden wall still exists, and stately 
avenues approach the mansion from the north-
east and south. Immediately to the north-
west is an ancient well, about 5 feet square 
and 20 feet deep, lined with masonry which in 
its lower portion is fine ashlar. I t ends on 
solid rock, and a t one time an attempt has 
been made to bore more deeply. This well is 
still in use for supplying the house. Further 
down the slope is another well, circular, and 
lined with rougher stone work. 

The original par t of the house is a perfectly 
preserved and highly interesting example of a 
castle on the Z plan, consisting of an oblong 
main building with a tower echeloned at each 
of two opposite corners, Buildings of this 
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style a re found mainly in the north-east of 
Scotland during the lat ter pa r t of the six-
teenth century. In the present case one of the 
towers is round and the other square, as a t 
Castle Fraser and Harthil l Castle, Aberdeen-
shire, or Balone Castle, Easter Ross. Each 
tower, being placed en èchelon to the main 
house, commands two faces of it, and thus 
the defensive arrangement is complete. More-
over the towers supplied a great deal of pri-
vate accommodation, a t a t ime when the need 
for such was being felt under the pressure of 
improved social s tandards: and, owing to the 
ingenious arrangement of the plan, towers and 
main house alike interfere as litt le as possible 
with each other's lighting. Externally, the 
appearance produced by buildings of this Z-
type is one of s turdy and repelling strength, 
arising from the disposition of t he plan: the 
castle seems to face the spectator like a man 
in a defensive posture, with one shoulder 
thrus t out towards his assailant and the other 
withdrawn, just as a boxer stands in the posi-
tion of guard. 

The main building lies east and west and 
measures about 42 feet 6 inches by 26 feet; the 
round tower, about 25 feet in diameter, is a t 
the north-west angle and the other tower, 20 
feet by 20 feet 8 inches, projects from the 
south-east angle. In the basement the walls 
are mostly about 3 feet or 4 feet 
thick. There a re three storeys, the topmost 
partly in the roof, in the main building and 
the round tower; the square tower is carried 
up a storey higher. The west re-entrant of 
the square tower contains the portal, round 
arched, with a double quirked edge-roll. I t 
still retains the massive oaken, iron-studded 
door, and within this was the usual iron 
"yett," the large hinges of which remain. 
Commencing a t the first floor level in this 
angle is a stair turret , resting on five rows of 
handsome corbels, rounded below and filleted 
above, springing from a foliaged stop. In the 
other or north re-entrant of the square tower 
a second corbelled stair , s tar t ing from the 
wall-head level of the main house, serves .the 
tower garret . This stair rests on three rows of 
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rounded and filleted corbels, and has a heavy 
cable moulding a t the cornice. The square 
tower finishes with corbie-stepped gables hav-
ing bold curved skew-putts. Of these the south-
western bears a shield of florid Renaissance 
design with the date 1577 carved in high relief, 
while in the apex below is a thistle, also in 
relief. The two eastern skew-putts have a 
male and female bust in high relief, very well 
rendered. The male bust, on the south corner, 
has mustaches and beard, and the bowler-hat 
foim of headgear usual a t the period. The 
female bust is bareheaded and has wings on 
either side. Along the wall-head of this tower 
is an elaborate cornice. The main house also 
has corbie-steps. On its south-western skew, 
putt is a bust of a clean shaven man wearing 
a clasped collar, and on the north-eastern a 
florid shield, lef t blank. 

Where unaltered the windows and loopholes 
of the castle show a 4-inch chamfer and are 
carefully wrought in dark red Turriff free-
stone, or occasionally in granite. They have 
all been barred and glazed. The chimneys 
have moulded projecting cornices of graceful 
profile, and above these rise tall pyramidal 
copes, very picturesque. The chimney on the 
square tower has a chequer-pattern ornament 
on the hollowed under-member of the cornice; 
the chimney on the north wall, t ha t on the 
west gable of the main house, and the one on 
the round tower have a toy battlement on 
the moulding of their copes. The north gable of 
the square tower finishes with a finial wrought 
as a twisted baluster. On the round tower is 
a high coned roof, and on the apex of this 
sits a stone lion carrying a shield showing in 
incised carving the initials G.H. and I.D. for 
George Hay and his wife, Janet Duff, and the 
Hay plough, and below the shield the date 1757, 
also incised.* On both sides of the main build-
ing are dormer windows now finished with 

* Although the formal purchase of Carnousie 
by George Hay did not take place until 
1760, correspondence shows that he and 
his wife, Janet Duff, were settled there a t 
least as early as 1755. See Book of the 
Duffs, vol. I., p. 137. 
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timber lintels and flat roofs: those on the 
south side are larger. On the north side of 
the main house the massive kitchen chimney, 
reduced by two offsets, forms a conspicuous 
feature The coned roof of the round tower 
works back into a ridge ending in a half cone 
over a stair turret in the south re-entrant of 
the round tower, now mostly masked by the 
later addition. This half coned roof finishes 
in a finial wrought as a gothic crocketed 
pinnacle, in which is set an iron stang. 

On the north side of the square tower a 
door has been slapped out: it shows the 
rounded arris common in early seventeenth 
century work. 

Generally speaking the exterior of the castle 
exhibits more ornate features than usual in a 
structure of its size and type. All the carved 
and moulded detail is most vigorously handled, 
and the whole building is pervaded by a fine 
sense of style. I t is certainly one of the best 
examples of its kind in Scotland. 

To this old castle a considerable addition 
was made in the eighteenth century. It com-
prises an oblong building, measuring 49 feet 
in length by 23 feet 3 inches in breadth, with 
a square porch in the re-entrant angle, and 
a staircase against the west gable and round 
tower of the old castle. Both portions of the 
building contain three storeys, with cellar-
age on the south side, where the ground 
falls away. The porch has a hipped 
roof and the main part has high-
pitched gables with fiat skews wrought on 
sloping beds and ending in scrolled skew-putts. 
The chimneys, one on either gable and one 
midway on the ridge, have moulded copes and 
raised ashlar quoins. On the windows is a l 1/2 
inch chamfer. The porch has ashlar quoins 
and a lintelled door with typical shallow 
eighteenth century mouldings. Throughout 
the building there is a heavy moulded cornice 
at the wall-head. All this detail points to a 
date about the middle of the eighteenth cen-
tury, and it would have been erected about 
1757, the date incised on the adjoining finial 
of the older edifice. No doubt the addition was 
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made by George Hay after he acquired 
Carnousie. 

The interior of the old castle exhibits the 
usual compact and skilful planning found in 
such buildings, but otherwise presents few feat-
ures worthy of special notice. The ground floor, 
which is vaulted throughout, has been very 
little altered: its arrangements are shown on 
the plan. In the kitchen the large arched 
fireplace 9 feet wide is now partly blocked and 
occupied by a modern range. From the cellar 
adjoining a service stair leads up to the hall 
on the first floor. The main stair in the square 
tower rises to this floor only. I t is 5 feet 3 
inches wide, and is very handsomely carried 
out on the scale-and-platt design. Now re-
duced by partitions a t the east end, and other-
wise altered, the hall was originally a 
spacious and well lit apartment, measuring 
29 feet 6 inches by 17 feet. I ts fireplace, 
which has been modernised, is a t the 
west end. In the north wall is a 
large vaulted mural closet, originally 
entered from a. window bay: and a t the north-
east corner of the hall a door, opening in 
another window bay in the east wall, gives 
access to the service stair from the cellar 
below. The rooms in the round tower are 
octagonal, and above the hall level are 
reached by the spiral stair already referred 
tc, which now enters from the main staircase 
in the new building. Above the hall level 
the square tower also contains rooms, reached 
by the turre t stair in the south re-entrant: 
the under edges of its steps are rounded and 
filleted. The garret stair iu the opposite 
angle is now closed. The second floor room in 
this tower has in its west wall an aumbry, 
formed in a blocked round-arched and should-
ered loophole, and retaining its oak fit-
tings, with a monogram on the door very 
beautifully compounded of the letters 
S.G.O.D.I. and G„ evidently for Sir George 
Ogilvy, the first baronet, and his wife, Dame 
Jean Gordon. For the most part, the interiors 
of the old catt le have been panelled and 
fitted with bolection-moulded fireplaces and 
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coved plaster ceilings in the eighteenth cen-
tury, no doubt when the new building was 
added. Throughout the old dressed stone work 
masons' marks recur. The only gunloop now 
visible in the castle is in the south-east tower 
stair, between the first and second floors: it 
is now built up. 

In the eighteenth century addition are some 
well proportioned and handsome panelled 
rooms, and a fine staircase in four flights, the 
lower two of stone with moulded risers, and 
the upper in wood, with a good balustrade and 
classic arches in wood spanning the two 
flights on the middle landing. 

Along the south f ront of the older edifice is 
a well-formed freestone gut ter . The barmkin 
or courtyard enclosure, with the necessary 
"laich-bigging," was evidently mainly on this 
side, and part of the foundation of a wall is 
still visible. 

The appearance of the ancient mansion is 
most picturesque, all the more so because of 
the frank unlikeness between the clan of the 
old castle and the quiet dignity of the 
eighteenth century addition. This is 
heightened by the vivid colour contrasts. The 
gray old harled walls a r e mantled in thick 
green ivy, amid which the deep red freestone 
of the windows produces a r ich effect, while 
the weather-worn greyish-green slates a re ex-
tensively stained with a most beaut iful orange 
lichen. I t is indeed for tunate t h a t so charm-
ing and characteristic a piece of old Scottish 
architecture has been spared intact and in 
substantial repair ; and in these times when 
the future of landed property is so uncertain, 
it may be earnestly hoped tha t its preserva-
tion will be safeguarded. 

I t is a pleasure to acknowledge my indebted 
ness to Messrs William and Roland Bisset and 

to Miss Bisset for facilities to measure and 
describe the old castle, and for information 
on numerous points; also to Colonel Lindsay 
for permitting examination of the Carnousie 
Write. 
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