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TUESDAY, MARCH 24, 1936. 

At a well attended meeting of the Club this 
evening, a t which Sheriff More presided, there 
was welcomed Mr Alistair N. Taylor of Glen-
barry on what has come to be regarded as an 
annual visit in the role of a valued lecturer. 
Mr Tayler was accompanied by his sister, Miss 
Henrietta Tayler, and the two distinguished 
coadjutors in the realms of l i terature and 
history had warm greetings extended to them. 
Mr Tayler on the present occasion spoke on 
John Graham, Viscount Dundee, in the North, 
of whose career and personality, i t was very 
evident, he had made an intimate and in-
formed sketch. 

JOHN GRAHAM, VISCOUNT DUNDEE, 
IN THE NORTH. 

To the Lords of Convention 'twas Claverhouse 
spoke, 

Ere the King's crown go down there are 
crowns to be broke; 

Then let each Cavalier t ha t loves honour and 
me 

Let him follow the bonnets of Bonnie Dundee. 
Come fill up my cup, come fill up my can, 
Come saddle my horses and call out my men, 

Unlock the West Port and let us go free, 
And up with the bonnets of Bonnie Dundee. 

Mr Tayler said— 
We have all no doubt been stirred in our 

youth by Sir Walter Scott's poem "Bonnie 
Dundee," some of us still remember bits of it, 
and I hope when you have heard me you will 
again feel inclined to cry "Up with the bon-
nets of Bonnie Dundee." 

We will begin with a brief outline of his 
life. He was born late in 1648 or early 1649— 
(the exact date is not known though twenty-
five likely parish registers have been searched 
in vain for the record)—and was the eldest 
son of Sir William Graham of Claverhouse 
and Magdalen Carnegie, daughter of John, 1st 
Earl of Northesk, who were married in 1645. 
Little is known of John Graham's boyhood 
save tho story tha t as a child he ate a toad' 
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(This episode has also been related of Mon-
trose, of the Regent Morton, and others!) I t 
is stated that Claverhouse's nurse, hearing 
that the remains of the slimy creature had 
been taken away from him, said "You have 
marred my child in the midst of his glory." 

Claverhouse's father died when the boy was 
only five years old and he had three Tutors, or 
Guardians—David Graham of Fintry, Walter 
Graham and John Fotheringham of Powrie. 

He was sent in 1658 to St Andrew's Univer-
sity where he became good a t mathematics, 
and fond of poetry and Latin verse, one of 
his favourite authors being Lucan. The Rev. 
Thomas Morer in his "Short Account of Scot-
land" says that John Graham when a t St 
Andrews "was admired for his parts and his 
respects to Churchmen, which made him dear 
to the Arch-bishop of the See, who ever after 
honoured and loved him." This was Arch-
bishop Sharp whom Banff can claim as one 
of her sons. 

In France and Holland. 
About 1672 he went abroad and entered the 

service of France under the able leadership of 
the great Marshal Turenne, f rom whom he 
learned those rudiments of war which were to 
be so useful to him in af ter life. Among his 
colleagues in the French army were John 
Churchill, afterwards Duke of Marlborough, 
and Hugh Mackay of Scourie, whom he was 
to have the honour of defeating on the 
stricken field of Killiecrankie. 

Later he went to Holland and was made a 
cornet in the guards of the Prince of Orange, 
whose life he saved a t the batt le of Seneffe in 
1674 by carrying him to safety on his own 
horse. Considerable doubt has been cast on 
this story, but it is given in the "Memoirs of 
Sir Ewan Cameron of Lochiel," who adds "the 
Prince gave Claverhouse a Captain's Commis-
sion and promised him the first regiment tha t 
should fall in the way; and some years af ter-
wards there happening a vacancy in one of 
the Scotch regiments, he stood a candidate for 
it. not only upon the assurance of t ha t pro-
mise. but also of letters he procured from 
King Charles and the Duke of York, recom-
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mending him to the Prince in very strong 
terms. But the Prince preferred Mr Collier, a 
son of Lord Portmore, to the regiment." I t 
is stated tha t happening to meet Mr Collier, 
Graham addressed some hard words to him 
and ended by striking him with his cane. The 
story continues tha t on hearing of the assault, 
the Prince of Orange ordered Captain Gra-
ham to be brought before him and asked how 
he dared strike an officer. Claverhouse ex-
pressed his regrets. The Prince was very angry 
but said that he would pardon him, adding: 
"I give you your right arm," referring to the 
old custom that officers could lose an arm for 
acts of insubordination. 

Whatever the rights of this story Claver-
house shortly afterwards quitted the Dutch 
service and returned to Scotland. 

Scottish Scenes. 
In 1678 he was made Commissioner for the 

shire of Forfar, and in September of that year 
he, James, Earl of Airlie, and James, Earl of 
Home, were appointed respectively Captains 
of three troops of horse to be raised in Scot-
land to be called "the Royal Regiment of 
Horse." His first engagement was a t the battle 
of Drumclog, May 1679, where the Royal forces 
were beaten by the Covenanters, and Claver-
house narrowly escaped capture, being car-
ried from the field for over a mile by his horse 
whose belly had been cut open by a scythe! 
At this time John Graham was entirely under 
the direction of those in authority in Edin-
burgh and, as a soldier, could only obey their 
orders; as he said himself, "In any service I 
have been in, I never inquired further in the 
laws than the orders of my superior officers." 
These orders were mainly to suppress the 
Covenanters, so for the next few years we find 
him dashing about Galloway, Wigton, Kirk-
cudbright, &c., as the agent of Government 
doing his best to suppress disorders and 
scatter conventicles: not a pleasant or popu-
lar task—being the work of a policeman— 
which made him many enemies. He was 
called "The Bloody Clavers," a name which he 
certainly did not deserve, though occasionally 
he was forced to take drastic action when his 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



4 

men were being shot from behind hedges and 
murdered in cold blood. The times were 
rough and hard measures were necessary to 
restrain the Covenanters, who urged their fol-
lowers to kill as many of the soldiers as pos-
sible. At Drumclog numbers of the Dragoons 
were butchered, and a t Bothwell Bridge a de-
finite order was given by the Covenanters tha t 
there should be "no quarter." Writers on the 
Covenanting side have attributed to Claver-
house deeds which were never performed a t 
all, and many of the so-called atrocities 
ascribed to him were committed by others, 
such as Sir Robert Grierson of Lag and Gen-
eral Thomas Dalzell. Defoe says tha t Claver-
house was guilty of the deaths of over 200 
people—whereas in all only some five or six 
persons were actually killed by him, and 
these were in open rebellion against the Go-
vernment. No man in his position could, in 
duty, have done less than Claverhouse, and 
no man did more to t ry and persuade ihe 
people of their errors and induce them to con-
form to the law. 

From 1680 until the death of Charles II . in 
1685 he was engaged in endeavouring to estab-
lish order amongst the turbulent people of 
the south-west of Scotland, for besides his 
duties as a soldier he was also responsible for 
carrying out the law in his capacity as 
Sheriff of Wigton, as which he was appointed 
in 1682. In 1684 Claverhouse married Lady 
Jean Cochrane, daughter of the deceased Wil-
liam, Lord Cochrane, and granddaughter to 
William, Earl of Dundonald. The marr iage 
took place at Paisley on Tuesday the 10th of 
June, but that very afternoon he was ordered 
off in pursuit of the rebels, and was chasing 
them during the whole of that night, and for 
two subsequent days. 

Not till Friday 13th June did he re turn to 
his wife. But even then he was not left in 
peace. Acting under urgent orders from Gen-
eral Dalzell who, according to Claverhouse, 
was often "in a terrible huff,' ' he was off 
again that day, at noon, to ride through the 
moors and mosses in the same fruitless pur-
suit of a quarry who so often eluded him. 
Even Claverhouse seems to have been provoked 
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by the interruption of his honeymoon, for he 
wrote from Paisley on 13th June to the Lord 
President (Sir David Falconer of Newton), "I 
am just taking horse. I shall he revenged 
some time or other of this unseasonable 
trouble these days give me. They might have 
let Tuesday pass." Claverhouse was an indus-
trious letter writer. Though Macaulay said 
he spelled like a washerwoman and Sir Walter 
Scott described his orthography as that of a 
chambermaid, his communications were no 
worse than those of most of the writers of the 
day. 

The Scottish Command. 
On 25th December 1682 Claverhouse was 

appointed Captain and Colonel of the King's 
Regiment of Horse, which commission was re-
newed by James II . on 30th March 1685. On 
18th May in the same year he was made Bri-
gadier of the Horse and Foot in Scotland, 
whilst on 20th September 1686 he was appointed 
Major-General of all his Majesty's (Horse) 
Forces in Scotland. 

On the 12th of November 1688, seven days 
after the landing of the Prince of Orange a t 
Torbay, James II. created him Viscount of 
Dundee and Lord Grahame of Claverhouse. 

The Scots army had been brought to Eng-
land and Dundee led his troops to Salisbury. 
On the retreat of James II., he was first 
ordered to retire to Reading and then to Wat-
ford. He saw James a t Whitehall and im-
plored him to make some stand against the 
Dutch invader. James, once so gallant a man 
and so brave a sailor, had lost all heart ; he 
meekly threw in his hand, and withdrew 
abroad. At parting James appointed Dundee 
to direct his military affairs in Scotland, and 
he and the other loyal Scots retired there. 

The Convention met in Edinburgh, and it 
was soon evident tha t both Scotland and Eng-
land would accept the Prince of Orange (de-
scribed in the "Grameid"* as "the Belgian 

*This is a long Latin poem on the exploits 
of Dundee by James Philip of Almeric Close, a 
relative. I t was translated into English by 
Canon Murdoch. 
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Prince, the impious robber of the North"), a s 
their King! This was not Dundee's notion of 
loyalty. The lawful heir of the Stuarts had 
been turned out of his kingdom, deprived of 
his throne by his son-in-law. Dundee, ever 
loyal, ever devoted—who "hated to spend his 
time with wine or women"—would not submit 
tamely to such an insult to his sovereign. He 
attended the meeting of the Convention, but 
finding that scarcely anyone else was likely to 
oppose the new order of things, he abrupt ly 
left Edinburgh on the 18th March 1689, to set 
out for his home at Dudhope, near the town 
of Dundee. On leaving the old Town of Edin-
burgh he rode with 50 or 60 Dragoons Of his 
own regiment down the High Street, through 
the Netherbow Port, and then struck left up 
by the Calton Hill. Pursuing his course along 
the "Lang Dykes" (now Princes Street) he 
came to the west end of the rock on which. 
Edinburgh Castle stands. The Duke of Gordon, 
who was then holding this fortress on behalf 
of James II, saw through a telescope Dundee 
and his small troop of cavalry. Doubtless 
some preconcerted signal had been arranged 
and the Duke signified to Dundee tha t he 
would like to speak to him. Jumping from 
his horse Dundee proceeded to climb the west 
end of the rock—(a difficult task a t any time 
hut doubly so as he was probably wearing 
heavy riding boots)—and held a conversation 
with the Duke a t a postern gate. No record 
of what was said has been given but it is sur-
mised that Dundee may have briefly outlined 
his future proceedings, though Colin, Lord 
Balcarres, an intimate friend of Dundee, 
stated that the latter had made no definite 
plans until he reached Dudhope. I t is also 
suggested that Dundee begged the Duke to 
hold out a short time longer. Previously the 
latter had been prepared to evacuate the 
Castle and was actually on the point of re-
moving what was quaintly called his "furni-
ture" when Balcarres and Dundee persuaded 
him not to do so. The Castle dominated the 
City of Edinburgh, and i t is probable tha t 
Dundee assured the Duke tha t he would rai3e 
a force for his King and return to relieve it . 
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The Gordon demands of him which way he 
goes? 

"Where'er shall direct me the shade of Mont-
rose, 

Your Grace in short space shall hear tidings 
of me, 

Or that low lies the bonnet of Bonnie Dundee." 
Edinburgh Castle. 

The Castle held out for another three months 
and was only surrendered on 14th June, when 
stores, drink and ammunition were practic-
ally exhausted. There is a delightful narra-
tive, written in French by the Duke after he 
retired to France, which shows tha t the de-
fence was carried on in a light-hearted man-
ner and that the Duke himself had a pretty 
sense of humour. When the Heralds in their 
splendid ar ray came from the Convention to 
demand the surrender of the Castle the Duke 
politely refused and suggested that in view 
of the circumstances, before corning to call on 
him, it would have been advisable if they had 
changed their coats! On another occasion he 
put out a white flag requesting a parley. When 
asked the reason he replied tha t there was 
only one pack of playing cards left in the 
Castle and this was so badly thumbed that 
the cards were hardly recognisable! 

Dundee descended the Castle rock and re-
turned to his waiting troop, with whom he 
rode gaily out of the town by the West Port. 
This is the incident commemorated by Sir 
Walter Scott. The people of Edinburgh saw 
him leave the City and some ran anxiously 
to the Convention, to convey this staggering 
intelligence. What was to be done? What did 
Dundee intend? What would happen to them 
all? 

Everyone talked and no one did anything 
save that the Convention took the wise pre-
caution of locking itself in and placing the 
keys on the table. There we may leave them 
to their deliberations. 

Dundee rode on out of Edinburgh unmolested 
and reached Linlithgow, where he and his 
par ty stayed the night. Next day they pushed 
on by Stirling and arrived a t Dunblane, where 
they again rested. Here Dundee spent the 
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night in the house of Alexander Drummond 
of Balhaldy, Sir Ewan Cameron of Lochiel's 
son-in-law, from whom he learnt a grea t deal 
about the clans, and it may be tha t from this 
moment he conceived the idea of raising the 
Highlanders in support of King James as 
Montrose had done for Charles I. He felt him-
self acting under the mantle of his great kins-
man, for on leaving Edinburgh, when he was 
asked where he was going, he replied, "Wher-
ever the spirit of Montrose shall direct me." 
From Dunblane Dundee pressed on to Dud-
hope. The Convention a t last awoke from ita 
stupor and decided on some action. This took 
the form of sending a Major Hugh Buntine of 
Kilbryde, Ayrshire, af ter Dundee with a troop 
of soldiers. Lord Balcarres said tha t Major 
Buntine "never came within s ight" of Dun-
dee, but Captain Creighton (who is not alto-
gether to be relied on), related t h a t Dundee, 
finding the Major, who had 80 horse with him, 
close on his heels, dropped behind his own 
men and told the Major tha t if he annoyed 
him a t all "he would send him back to his 
masters in a pair of blankets, whereupon the 
Major wheeled about and returned to Edin-
burgh with his troopers." 

Dundee reached Dudhope, to he hearti ly wel-
comed by his wife, who was shortly to bear 
him a son. (This only child died a few 
months later and Dundee lef t no heirs of his 
body.) One can picture the joy of husband 
and wife meeting again af ter so many months 
of separation. They probably discussed his 
fu ture plans of action, for Lady Dundee was 
entirely sympathetic and helped him in many 
ways, particularly (according to Creighton 
above quoted) in the idea tha t the Scots Dra-
goons might ultimately join him. A few days 
of peace and quiet were enjoyed by this de-
voted couple. But on the 27th March a bomb-
shell fell upon them. There arrived a t Dud-
hope a Herald from the Duke of Hamilton, 
President of the Convention, demanding tha t 
Dundee should a t once lay down his arms and 
return to Edinburgh! Dundee wrote the same 
day to the Duke pointing out t ha t such a 
summons to a man then living in peace a t 
home seemed extraordinary, t ha t other people 
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had left Edinburgh with their retinues and 
nothing had been said to them. Why should 
he be singled out? He also excused himself 
from returning to Edinburgh as his wife was 
about to become a Mother, and no reasonable 
man could expect him to leave her at such a 
time. Dundee's answer when read to the Con-
vention was found unsatisfactory and he was 
declared a rebel and guilty of high treason; 
being thereafter so denounced by a Herald 
three times within the Parliament House then 
thrice a t the gate of the House and finally at 
the market-cross of Edinburgh. The Conven-
tion was meticulous in unimportant details. 

Dundee was now driven to action and in a 
manner which made plain to him his duty to 
his King. 

"Burnt His Boats." 
The machinations of the Convention were 

not wholly confined to denunciations by 
heralds, they endeavoured to trap Dundee a t 
Dudhope. Sir Thomas Livingstone was ordered 
to proceed there and make him prisoner. 
Great precautions were taken, the utmost 
secrecy observed, and the party arrived on 
16th April a t Dudhope only to find that Dun-
dee was no longer there. He had gone over 
the Sidlaw Hills to Glen Ogilvy, where he 
spent three days. Sir Thomas Livingstone fol-
lowed to Glen Ogilvy, which he reached about 
20th April, and again found Dundee had left 
there the previous day! Disappointed, Living-
stone returned to Edinburgh and, realising 
that great occasions demand great leaders, 
Major-General Mackay decided to take the 
field himself. Dundee must be caught and 
crushed a t once. From the end of April began 
that series of marches and counter-marches, 
of retreats and advances between Dundee and 
Mackay—when the hare often became the 
hound, the pursuer the pursued—which only 
ended on the field of Killiecrankie. 

Dundee raised the Eoyal Standard on Dun-
dee Law between the 12th and the 15th April. 
Having now definitely "burnt his boats"—so 
to speak—it was incumbent on him to raise 
an army. For the moment he had few with 
him besides the troopers of his old regiment 
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who had accompanied him from Edinburgh. 
With these he advanced to Kirriemuir and, 
crossing the North and South Esk rivers, he-
continued his way to the Cairn O'Mount. 
Then up Glen Dye he forded the water of 
Feugh and crossed the Dee by Kincardine 
O'Neil. Speed was necessary; i t was important 
for him to reach what he described as "the-
loyal shires of Aberdeen and Banff." There 
he would be amongst the Gordons—a sturdy 
race, loyal to their King. There were Gordons 
also in the south of Scotland with whom Dun-
dee was not so well pleased. Of them he wrote 
on one occasion: "I wish the Gordons here 
were transplanted to the North, and ex-
cheanged with ane other branch of that 
family who ar so very loyall there and so dis-
affected here." 

He hastened on through Aberdeenshire, 
crossed the Don, and then through Strath-
bogie he reached Keith, which the author of 
the "Grameid" says was "famous for the gifts 
of Bacchus and Ceres." 

As is said in the "Life of General Hugh 
Mackay," by John Mackay of Rockfield, "Pass-
ing rapidly thro' Angus and Mearns to Aber-
deenshire, Dundee held hasty conference with 
the numerous branches of the powerful family 
of Gordon." 

From Keith Dundee wrote on 21st April to 
Lord Murray, the eldest son of the Marquess 
of Atholl— 
My Lord, 

I would certainly have sent Major Graham 
to wait on your Lordship this night, as I 
wrot to you, but tha t he was stayed on the 
road with compagnie without my knowledge 
till it was too late. He shall be with your 
Lordship to-morrow at the hour appointed. 

I am my Lord, 
Your most humble and fa i thful servant, 

DUNDIE. 
Crossed Spey. 

After a short stay a t Keith he pressed on to 
Gordon Castle, known in those days as "The 
Bog o' Gight," then held for the Duke of 
Gordon by James, 4th Earl of Dunfermline. 
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who had married Lady Margaret Gordon, the 
Duke's sister. Lord Dunfermline, the owner 
of Fyvie, received Dundee joyfully. From Col-
lithie, near Gartly, Dundee had already 
written to Dunfermline to warn him of his 
approach; the latter had replied assuring him 
of his heartiest co-operation, and before Dun-
dee's arrival had collected some 40 or 50 horse-
men. In the Charter Room a t Gordon Castle 
there is a list of 12 horses, with their values 
(one of them bearing the ominous name of 
"Cumberland," being estimated a t 100 guineas), 
"taken out of Gordon Castle by the Earl of 
Dunfermline, from Charles Innes of Drum-
sask, his Grace's gentleman of horses, and 
William Gordon, the groom." Though it was 
not a large addition of strength, Dundee was 
heartened by this show of enthusiasm for t h s 
cause,. He was in Aberdeenshire for several 
days "at the end of April and there is a tradi-
tion—unhappily not supported by any docu-
mentary evidence—that he visited Fyvie and 
that in the great banqueting hall he and Dun-
fermline worked out a plan of campaign. 

After a short delay Dundee was in the 
saddle again and, crossing the Spey (probably 
at the point used earlier by Montrose and 
later by Prince Charlie's army under the 
command of the Duke of Perth), he dashed on 
to Elgin. 

The chief Aberdeenshire men who joined 
him, besides Lord Dunfermline, were Lewis 
(Crichton) 4th Viscount of Frendraught, who 
fought at Killiecrankie and was one of the 
last in Scotland to remain in arms for James 
II., being taken prisoner at Fedderate Castle 
when that place surrendered in September 
1690 (his companion being John Duff), John 
Farquharson of Inverey, "the Black Colonel," 
Charles Farquharson of Balmoral, his half-
brother, William Forbes of Skellater, George 
Gordon of Terpersie, the future great John 
Gordon of Glenbucket, then only a lad of 
fifteen, Charles Innes of Drumnagask, the 
Rev. William Irvine of Fortrie. Alexander 
Leslie, 9th of Pitcaple, Kenneth Mackenzie of 
Dalmore, and Gilbert Menzies of Pitfodels. 

From Banffshire there joined William, 8th 
Earl of Buchan, owner of Doun and Mount-
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blairy, John Grant of Ballindallooh, Patrick 
Steuart of Tombae, Alexander Gordon of Auch-
indachy, and John Gordon of Edintore. There 
were doubtless many other Gordons whose 
names have been lost or purposely concealed. 
Sir Patrick Ogilvie of Boyne (Lord Boyne) and 
his son James were certainly sympathisers— 
if not actual participants. 

Elgin to Forres. 
At Elgin, described in the "Grameid" as pos-

sessing "towering roofs and a noble fane,"' 
Dundee stayed for a short time and received 
hospitable entertainment, for which some of 
its principal inhabitants got into trouble with 
the authorities, as is shown in the Acts of Par-
liament under date 24th May 1689. "The Es-
tates grant warrant to messengers a t armes 
to summond David Stewart, Provost, William 
Caddell and John Fyfe, Baillies of the Burgh 
of Elgine and Sir James Innes of t h a t Ilk, to 
compear before the meeting of the Estates or 
Parliament in Edinburgh the fyf th day of June 
nixt to ansr for ther unwarrantable inter-
communing with the Viscount of Dundee, a 
denounced rebel and fugitive." 

I t was probably during his first visit to 
Elgin that Dundee went to Duffus Castle when 
he was given a glass of wine by a female 
retainer, who survived unti l 1760. She described 
him as "a swarthy little man, with keen 
lively eyes and black hair tinged with grey, 
which he wore in locks which covered each 
ear, and were rolled upon slips of lead, twisted 
together a t the end." 

Morayshire support for Dundee was also 
forthcoming from Sir Alexander Innes of Cox-
ton and Alexander Kinnaird of Culbin. 

Upon his departure from Elgin, Dundee went 
by way of Alves to Forres, about which the 
author of the "Grameid" waxes lyrical. "At 
length we rest midst the sweet fields of Forres, 
where gladsome Moray is wont to show her 
rich harvests." 

Now Dundee wheeled about and retraced his 
steps to the Dee. The reason is obscure, but 
it was perhaps in connection with the Scots 
Dragoons who had secretly intimated to him 
tha t a t a favourable moment they would de-
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clare for King James. His idea was to go near 
the town of Dundee, where they were stationed 
and give them the desired opportunity. 

Having again crossed the Dee he went once 
more down the Cairn O'Mount where he waited 
for Mackay who had then reached Fettercairn. 
Hearing from his spies tha t Mackay was in 
greater force than he anticipated, and not feel-
ing strong enough to resist an attack, he 
turned northward with Mackay in pursuit. He 
retraced his steps towards Aberdeenshire, but 
this time, instead of crossing the Dee a t Kin-
cardine O'Neil, he went through Birse, where he 
passed over the river. Then through Aboyne 
to Cromar and forded the Don, near Kil-
drummy. Still hurrying on he went past 
Druminnor which the author of the "Grameid" 
calls "the empty house of the ignoble Forbes," 
because William, the 12th Lord Forbes, a sup-
porter of the Prince of Orange, was then, 
with considerable foresight, absent from his 
home! Soon a f te r Dundee had passed his 
empty house, the Master of Forbes joined Mac-
kay at Kincardine O'Neil with "40 gentlemen 
of his name on horse, and about five or six 
hundred country foot, who were so ill-armed 
and appeared so little like the work," tha t 
Mackay sent them home. The Master of Forbes, 
the Earl of Findlater and Sir George Gordon of 
Edinglassie were the chief supporters of Mac-
kay in Aberdeen and Banff. A younger brother 
of the Master, Arthur Forbes of Auchintoul, 
was on Dundee's side, but does not appear to 
have done anything save be taken prisoner! 

Back to Banff and Moray. 
There being nothing to induce him to tarry 

at this inhospitable house, Dundee galloped 
by Correen Hills to the Bogie and from there 
to Huntly where he rested—it may be pre-
sumed at the Castle. Then, next morning, 
through Cairnie he paid his second visit to 
Keith, where it is hoped he benefited by the 
provision of whisky and oatmeal! Not for 
long, however, did he dally there but, with 
Mackay hard on his tracks, he made a second 
call a t Gordon Castle. Thinking it unwise to 
delay, he again traversed the Spey and entered 
Morayshire. To quote again from the Grameid 
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"Speedily we cross the Spey a n d enter aga in 
fa i r Elgin and sweet Forres. Then to Darna-
way, a noble castle with i ts a i ry tu r re t s , and 
onwards past the Kirk of Auldearn we move, 
t i l l we view in the distance t he lof ty cast le of 
the unconquered Stuar t , the yellow shore of 

Ross, the F i r th of Ar thu r a n d the cloud-
capped towers of Inverness." 

In passing the historic battlefield of 
Auldearn, Dundee's mind mus t have been 
stirred with thoughts of Montrose. 

In the first week of May he reached Inver-
ness and there met with good luck. He found 
in tha t town Ronald Macdonald of Keppoch 
(familiarly known as "Coll of the Cows" f rom 
his power of discovering the whereabouts of 
any cat t le hidden in the hills.) Keppoch had 
been carrying on a feud with the Mackintoshes 
and being also a t var iance with the town it-
self, had come to Inverness t o t ake revenge 
on the inhabi tants for a n insu l t received f rom 
them during the preceding year , and th rea t -
ened to sack and burn the place if the money 
demanded as a fine was not ins tan t ly forth-
coming. I t was a t this psychological moment 
t h a t Dundee arr ived and showed the wonder-
fu l tac t and power of composing differences 
which stood him in good stead on so m a n y 
occasions. He persuaded the inhab i t an t s t o 
pay Macdonald a portion of t he sum demanded, 
and gave his bill fo r the remainder . He also 
settled the question between the Mackintoshes 
and Keppoch and with l i t t le difficulty per-
suaded t h a t redoubtable ch ief ta in t o throw in 
his lot with King James ' forces and br ing his 
nine hundred or a thousand followers to the 
support of the cause. Now for t he first t ime 
Dundee felt himself really s t rong, b u t he was 
still desperately anxious t o add to (his num-
bers. He next executed a splendid piece of 
"bluff"! He sent a let ter to the Magistrates of 
Elgin to announce t h a t he had accidentally met 
with Macdonald and his followers, and there-
fore demanded quar ters for a considerable 
force of foot besides his horse for the next 
day! The magis t ra tes were terrified and sent 
the letter by express t o Mackay, then labour-
ing along heavily towards the Spey. 
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Mackay hastened on his troops—from his own 
letter to Viscount Tarbat he says that he 
marched 25 miles in one day—some accounts 
say that they ran the last seven miles to 
Elgin — and when they got there, found no 
Dundee! The General and his army felt rather 
foolish a t all this hurry with no result, and to 
make up for the unnecessary bustle remained 
in Elgin for two days, where the only drop of 
comfort was the arrival of the dilatory Laird 
of Grant, who had neglected to secure the 
fords of the Spey and consequently allowed 
many people to join Dundee who might other-
wise have found it difficult to do so 

Marching and Counter-Marching. 
After the welcome accession of Keppoch and 

his men, Dundee decided to gc south in search 
of further support. Mackay proceeded from 
Elgin to Forres where he was told that Dundee, 
instead of marching to Elgin, had taken the 
road through Badenoch to Lochaber; his an-
nouncement to the magistrates of Elgin having 
been a mere "ruse de guerre." Mackay went 
on to Inverness, where he found the inhabit-
ants calm 'but friendly, though Lords Lovat 
and Seaforth and other influential persons ig-
nored him, having "no goodwill to the cause." 

Dundee went down the south-east side of 
Loch Ness, then from Strathnairn to Strath-
errick, and by the Fall of Foyers to Fort Aug-
ustus—then called "the kirk of Kilcummin", 
which signifies the church of St. Coemgen, (as 
the fort was not built). From there he con-
tinued his march by the Pass of Corryarrack 
to the Spey which he crossed a t the ford and 
came to the farm of Presmukerack on the 
Trium, between Cluny and Dalwhinnie, whence 
he wrote, about the 7th May, his letter to the 
faithful clans, asking them to meet him in 
Lochaber on the 18th May. 

From here Dundee continued his march by 
Loch Garry to Blair Athole and the Castle of 
Blair, which he reached on 9th May, then 
through Dunkeld, where he collected some 
money, and fording the Tay, reached Perth on 
10th May. 

When near that town he selected a band of 
about 70 of his ablest soldiers, leaving the 
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main body behind, and advanced under cover 
of night. So quiet were his movements that 
the City was entirely unprepared, and by two-
o'clock on the morning of Saturday 11th May, 
Dundee found himself master of Perth and 
made prisoners, in their beds, William Blair 
of Blair and his Lieutenant, Robert Pollock 
of Pollock. Cess for the army was appro-
priated in the town. At Perth John Grant of 
Ballindalloch—with true Banffshire intelligence 
—made a wise provision for himself by annex-
ing the Laird of Pollock's best bay horse. This 
must have come in usefully on the various 
hard and speedy marches which Dundee's army 
was later to undertake. 

At Scone Palace. 
After crossing the Tay, Dundee went to Scone 

Palace, where he dined in the company of 
Lord Stormont, though not a t his express in-
vitation! The Committee of Estates on hear-
ing of the occurrence, wrote a t a r t letter to 
Lord Stormont demanding an explanation. The 
latter replied that Dundee "had forced his 
dinner from him," and tha t he could not pre-
vent him from eating it. Still the Committee 
was not satisfied, and ordered Lord Stormont 
"with all expedition to repaire to this place 
(Edinburgh) that you may give a more satis-
factory account of that matter ." I t is difficult 
to understand what more poor Lord Stormont 
could say on the subject, unless he informed 
the Committee how much Dundee enjoyed the 
dinner and whether, like Oliver Twist, he 
asked for "more." 

.Fortified with the good cheer of Scone Palace, 
Dundee advanced to Stobhall, owned by the 
Earl of Perth, then a prisoner in Stirling 
Castle, and there he collected some cess; pass-
ing by Coupar Angus and Meigle, he came to 

Glamis, legend asserting tha t Lord Strath-
more rode over the fields with him on 
his departure. Lord Livingston, half-brother 
to Lord Strathmore, who originally left Edin-
burgh with Dundee on March 18th, had shortly 
after feigned illness and gone to Glamis, but 
bad returned to Edinburgh by this time. 

On 13th May Dundee approached the City of 
Dundee, which he was most anxious to take, 
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and he hoped tha t this might give the Scots 
Dragoons the opportunity of coming over to 
his side. The town, however, had been warned 
of his approach and made every preparation to 
resist at tack by blocking the streets with 
waggons, &c. Dundee drove in the outposts 
and captured some officers and baggage, but 
failed to take the place, so withdrew to Glen 
Ogilvy, where he remained for two nights. 

Quickness of movement was ever Dundee's 
forte, and so hastening by Coupar, Dunkeld 
and the valley of the Tay, he passed by Weem 
(Castle Menzies), and then by Comrie and 
Garth he reached Loch Rannoch. Between the 
18th and 25th May the Fiery Cross had been 'sent 
round summoning all loyal men to his Stand-
ard. On 26th or 27th May he reached Dalma-
commer,* and from thence went to Glenroy 
and past Garvamore, over the ford of Spey to 
Cluny. He also visited the Castle of Raitts, 
now destroyed. Moving down the north bank 
of the Spey from Raitts he came to Ruthven 
Castle, then held by Captain John Forbes of 
Culloden, elder brother of the more famous 
Duncan. The Castle was atttacked and taken, 
though John Forbes and his men were allowed 
to march out with the honours of war. Dun-
dee pursued his way past Dunachton and was 
going forward by Boat of Inch, Kincraig and 
Dalraddy when he saw Dunachton in flames; a 
piece of revenge taken on the Mackintoshes by 
the irrepressible Keppoch. I t nearly caused a 
breach between Dundee and the bold High-
lander, who was severely reprimanded by his 
commanding officer, but the threatened trouble 
was healed by Dundee's tact ; Keppoch apolo-
gised and all was well again. News had been 
received tha t Mackay was retreating north, 
which added to the general enthusiasm, and a 
quick advance was made by Alvie and Rothie-
murchus (leaving Grantown on the left), to 
Cromdale. After crossing the river Avon, 
Dundee hurried on to Glenlivet, and about 

* The place appears on the Ordnance Map as 
Mucomir and is on the north bank of the 
Spean, close to its outflow into Loch Lochy. 
Philip in "The Grameid," calls the spot Dal-
comera. 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



18 

the 1st of June he almost caught up the 
retreating Mackay between Ballindalloch and 
Balvenie. At the lat ter place Mackay was 
joined by Sir George Gordon of Edinglassie 
and the Master of Forbes. 

Near Balvenie the game of hare and hounds 
became fast and furious. Dundee had crossed 
Ben Rinnes and descending the north-eastern 
side of the hill came in touch with Mackay's 
rear-guard. At last a battle seemed imminent, 
but the cautious Mackay retreated to Bal-
venie. Dundee, having a t last seen his enemy, 
was determined not to lose him and hounded 
Mackay and his wearied troops—who were just 
preparing to bake bread and feed their horses 
—out of Balvenie. They, retiring hastily due 
east from Balvenie and marching all night by 
Keithmore and Edinglassie, arrived a t the 
Bogie, and, crossing this river and striking 
south, they reached Suie Hill on the morning 
of the 5th June. Being there happily re-
inforced by some troops under Colonel Barclay, 
Mackay turned on Dundee and marched back 
to Edinglassie. Mackay on his return march 
from Suie Hill went most probably by Auchin-
doir, along the burn of Craig, through the Cab-
rach, down the valley of the Deveron, by Bel-
dorney to Edinglassie. 

Dundee, finding his enemy had retired in 
such hot haste, allowed his men two days rest 
a t Edinglassie where they found plenty of pro-
visions provided for Mackay and his army, 
which the latter had been compelled to aban-
don in their retreat. 

Hare and Hound. 
The roles of hare and hound were now re-

versed. Dundee had pursued Mackay from Bal-
venie, to the neighbourhood of Huntly, but 
being informed by his spies of the consider-
able addition to Mackay's army, he thought i t 
wiser now to retreat again to Edinglassie. 

Sir George Gordon of Edinglassie, in his dual 
capacity of Joint Sheriff of Banffshire with Sir 
James Baird of Auchmedden, and Captain of a 
local troop of horse, had done a good deal of 
interfere with Dundee's plans. I t was decided 
to make an example of him; this being the 
only known occasion on which Dundee took a 
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personal revenge on one of his enemies. The 
Castle was sacked and destroyed, though, not 
burnt, its contents being divided amongst the 
Highlanders, and the lands ravaged. So thor-
oughly was the work done that the Castle 
shortly after became ruinous and all that now 
marks its site is the remains of an old doocot. 

There now arrived a t Edinglassie Sergeant 
Provensaal of the Scots Dragoons, another 
soldier of the same regiment, a servant of one 
Captain Bruce and a boy. The Sergeant in-
formed Dundee that he came from the officers 
of the Scots Dragoons and was empowered on 
their behalf to say that the whole regiment 
was ready to come over to him. Dundee re-
joiced at this news and was sitting contentedly 
at dinner when suddenly his scouts posted on 
the high hills, brought the news that Mackay 
with greatly increased forces was upon him! 
There was no time for discussion. Dundee 
hastily collected his men, the bugles were 
sounded and he led his army away. 

Provensaal and his companions, not having 
time to return to their own regiment, took re-
fuge in a wood where they were captured by 
the Master of Forbes and Sir George Gordon. 
Provensaal was subsequently tried and pun-
ished. Sir George Gordon was not in the best 
of tempers when he saw the complete destruc-
tion of his home and the harrying of his lands. 
In the haste of his departure Dundee left be-
hind a few of his men, who were still intent 
on the welcome work of destruction and the 
gathering of plunder. Several of these were 
captured—full-handed so to speak—and with-
out trial were forthwith hanged on some 
neighbouring trees. These were the "High-
landers" whom tradition asserts and history 
confirms as being executed a t Edinglassie. 
Some writers say tha t they were hanged on 
the Gallow's Hill a t the back of Beldorney, hut 
contemporary accounts contradict this; the 
taking of them to the distant Gallow's Hill 

would have occupied too much time. There is 
an old ash tree not fa r from the site of Edin-
glassie Castle which is popularly supposed to 
have been their place of Execution. Other 
authorities say they were hanged in the 
garden. 
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Dundee hastened from Edinglassie, hotly 
pursued by Mackay, and, turning to the west 
and crossing the Markie water, passed the 
Castle of Auchindoun. Then he took his way 
up the Fiddich and crossing the river Avon 
late that night he reached Cromdale. His line 
of retreat was probably near the road from 
Dufftown to Tomintoul as far as the Livet, 
down which he would go towards the point of 
its junction with the Avon, a t Drumin. Again 
crossing the Avon, a few miles brought him to 
Cromdale, which he reached on 7th June. In 
this march he passed not far from the site of 
the fierce battle of Glen Livet fought in 1594 
between Lords Huntly and Erroll on the one 
side, and Argyll and the Master of Forbes on 
the other, where the latter were so signally 
defeated. 

On to Cromdale. 
The long and arduous march from Edin-

glassie to Cromdale must have severely taxed 
the strength of Dundee's men accustomed 
though they were to mountaineering. A good 
night's rest was essential but t ha t was all that 
could with safety be allowed as Mackay was 
following slowly but surely. Fate for the mo-

ment seemed to be against the Jacobites, for 
Dundee suddenly became so ill with a Flux 
that it was asserted he could not "mount a 
horse without the help of two men." So it 
was necessary to rest for a whole day, and 
according to the report of one with the dis-
tasteful name of M'Swine, "Dundee's sickness 
gave boldness to the disorderly, and dis-
heartened others." 

Dundee's movements af ter leaving Cromdale 
are not clear. He probably stayed in the 
Abernethy woods for a couple of days in order 
to recover his health. Eventually he marched 
on towards Ruthven, with Mackay—perhaps 
not now too sure of himself—keeping a respect-
ful distance behind. The lat ter took up a posi-
tion at Culnakyle while Dundee went on 
through Badenoch to Lochaber, whence on the 
23rd June he wrote to Macleod. Mackay fol-
lowed him as far as Ruthven and then finding 
tha t Dundee had gone into Lochaber, resolved 
to leave him because, according to Mackay's 
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own letter, written from the "Head of Strath-
spey" on 13th June, "there were no good wayes 
to be furnished over all with provisions, and 
without them no regular body of forces can 
subsist together." Also, the Prince of Orange 
had declared that he would not have his troops 
worn out by pursuing Dundee into the hills. 
So Mackay, possibly very glad of the oppor-
tunity, marched the army hack to Edinburgh, 
inwardly hoping tha t Dundee's campaign, if 
left to itself, might quietly peter out. But 
before he went south Mackay performed one 
act of rather mean revenge. He sent a small 
force to take possession of Braemar, where he 
proposed to leave a garrison to keep the west 
of Aberdeenshire in order, and commanded a 
captain of Dragoons to march thence, before 
daybreak, to Inverey and seize John Farquhar-
son and some others who had lately been with 
Dundee, and allowed—temporarily—to go home. 
But "the Black Colonel" was not easily caught. 
The Dragoon officer, contrary to orders, had 
wasted much time in Braemar, and dawn was 
breaking before he reached Inverey. Farquhar-
son and his party, being awakened had just 
time to escape—half-clothed—to a wood. Dis-
appointed of their prey the Dragoons returned 
to Braemar where they rested. Suddenly they 
too were awakened by shots fired by John 

Farquharson, and some of his tenants. A 
sharp engagement took place and the Dra-
goons were compelled to retreat. Later when 
"the Black Colonel" rejoined Dundee, Inverey 
house was burned and his lands laid waste— 
an unnecessarily cruel act—while a garrison 
of 72 men was placed in Abergeldie Castle as 
a check upon the Farquharsons. It would seem 
that Mackay took delight in destroying other 
people's property for on 29th August of the 
following year he wrote triumphantly to Lord 
Melville " I burnt twelve miles of a very fertile 
country (Strathdee); at least twelve or four-
teen hundred houses, but had no time to go 
up the length of Braemar." I t should be re-
membered that these actions were carried out 
by a Highlander—Hugh Mackay of Scourie had 
perhaps lost his Scottish sympathies, having 
served for most of his time in Holland! 

Early in July, Dundee sent his Highlanders 
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home till further orders, but himself remained 
in Lochaber with a guard of about 200 men. 

Killiecrankie. 
The rest of his story must be briefly re-

lated. Having again collected some 2000 men 
he once more issued from Lochaber, about the 
middle of the month, and having appointed 
the 29th July for a rendezvous a t Blair he ap-
proached that place, hoping for large reinforce-
ments. He was disappointed with the con-
tingent sent by King James from Ireland—a 
mere 300 undisciplined men under Colonel Alex-
ander Cannon. But there were promises of 
more recruits, and had Dundee been able to 
wait, many would have joined him and he 
would ultimately have been in command of a 
formidable army. However Mackay, having 
heard of Dundee's reappearance in the field, 
left Edinburgh on 23rd July, and going via 
Stirling reached Perth with his army the next 
evening. He spent the whole of the 25th there 
and arrived a t Dunkeld on July 26th. 

Meanwhile Dundee had marched from Blair 
to Killiecrankie, which he reached on Satur-
day, 27th July 1689. Mackay and his army 
laboured up the Pass and there the two op-
posing forces met. Dundee occupied the high 
ground near Urrard House, whilst Mackay was 
below with his back to the River Garry. The 
armies faced each other without action for a 
while, Dundee being determined not to begin 
the fight till the evening, as the sun was in his 
soldiers' eyes. At sunset the attack was made, 
and the battle was soon over. A volley from 
the Highlanders, a great shout, guns and 
plaids cast away and claymores drawn, an 
irresistible charge, and Mackay and his men 
were driven from the field. The slaughter was 
great, and many of those who escaped the 
sword were drowned in the Garry, whilst the 
remainder retreated in great disorder. Mackay 
himself fled, and like Sir John Cope a f te r Pres-
tonpans was one of the first to bring the news 
of his own defeat. The rout and the victory 
were complete. Everything pointed to a speedy 
restoration of the Stuarts—but success had 
been too dearly bought. Dundee was dead. 

The manner of his death has been much 
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disputed. I do not here intend to go into the 
question as to the position of the fatal wound, 
or as to whether he was shot by a spy or an 
enemy soldier—whether the bullet was a silver 
one, &c.—points which do not concern us now. 
Dundee's life was over and though the battle 
had been won—the cause was lost. When Wil-
liam III., hearing of the result of Killie-
crankie, was advised to send more troops to 
Sootland he replied that there was now no need 
—the War ended with Dundee's death. No truer 
words were ever spoken. Though the struggle 
went on for some months, the subsequent Jaco-
bite commanders were incompetent and eventu-
ally the whole effort faded away. Thus ended 
what may be correctly described as the First 
Jacobite Rising. "Iain Dubh nan Cath"— 
Black John of the Battles, the name by which 
Dundee was known to the Highlanders, and 
called by his enemies "an Incendiary," "a 
Wildfire," and "a. Morning Mist" was no more 
—he who had written to Cluny Macpherson, 
the day before Killiecrankie "all the world will 
be with us, blessed be God"—was dead. Ever 
faithful to his King, he had sacrificed himself 
in the cause of James, who had been deserted 
by all his fair-weather friends. Dundee had 
truly learned the meaning of the old proverb 
that "loyalty is lang and dreich." 

Warm thanks were accorded Mr Tayler for 
a lecture that, it was agreed, was distinguished 
by a fresh outlook and by numerous points of 
vivid interest and stirring appeal. 
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