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TUESDAY, MARCH 23, 1937. 

A meeting of the Club was held at Banff 
this evening, Sheriff More presiding over 
a good attendance of members. 

The Chairman brought under notice the 
claims for assistance of the aims of the 
Scottish National Trust, a body that is 
doing much good work in seeking to pre-
serve in the present ut i l i tar ian age build-
ings of historic and architectural interest 
or of natural beauty. The Trust has 
pointed out in an influential way that 
Scotland is rapidly losing her quaint and 
beautiful old houses, the homes of her 
people, threatened as they have been on all 
sides by a spirit of ignorant destruction. 
In the conversation that took place on the 
subject, reference was made to the large 
and irremediable losses that the town of 
Banff itself has suffered in this sphere, 
and a proposal to give to the Trust a grant 
of £10 was cordially approved. 

The chief item of the business of the 
evening was found in a paper by an old 
and valued friend of the Club, Mr Alistair 
N. Tayler, who on this occasion of his 
much appreciated annual visit had ar-
ranged to give a paper on the Gardens 
of Troup. Mr Tayler had come north the 
previous day, but was, unfortunately, 
prostrated by an attack of lumbago and 
was unable to attend the meeting, a cir-
cumstance, and the cause of it, that were 
matters of warm regret to the members. 
For the reading of the paper a substitute 
was welcomed in Miss Henrietta Tayler, 
who found waiting her a hearty greeting, 
and who was asked to convey to her dis-
tinguished brother the sympathy of the 
members. Mr Tayler's lucid and well 
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documented paper, marked by the ability 
and research characteristic of all his liter-
ary labours, was heard with warm inter-
est and gratitude to him and appreciation 
of Miss Tayler's kindly service were the 
subjects of votes that were passed with 
heartiness. The paper was in these 
terms— 

T H E G A R D E N S OF TROUP. 
The estate of Troup, Banffshire, about 

seven miles east of Banff, stands high on 
the cliffs overlooking the village of Gar-
denstown. I t originally belonged to the 
Troups of that Ilk from a branch of which 
it is said that Tromp (1597-1653), the 

Dutch Admiral, was descended. This 
statement is apparently supported by John 
Gordon, minister of Rothiemay, who was 
his contemporary, for he writes in his 
"History of Scots Affairs" that "Martin 
Harperson Trumpe, the admirall of Hol-
lande, was the sonne of a Scottish father, 
one Harper, born at Peeterheade." Whilst 
deploring the indignities which Tromp and 
his son. Van Tromp (1629-1691), heaped on 
the inglorious fleet of Charles I I . , one can 
take a slightly hidden pleasure in the 
thought that the Dutch triumphs were 
engineered by one of Scottish extraction. 

Later, the Keiths, Earls Marischals, 
owned Troup and were in possession of the 
property for many years. George Baird, 
2nd Laird of Auchmedden, married Eliza-
beth Keith of Troup, niece of the Earl 
Marischal, about 1570. 

Troup was acquired from the Keiths in 
the middle of the 17th century by the Gar-
dens who, long resident in Aberdeenshire, 
owned property at Banchory, and one of 
whom had three generations earlier, mar-
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ried the Laird's daughter. Burke's 
"Landed Gentry" traces the Garden 

family back to a certain Gardyne of 
Banchory, who in 1589 was sent to Den-
mark by James VI. Thanks to a "Birth 
Brieve" from the Registers of the Burgh 
of Aberdeen issued to "Capitan George 
Gardyne, now residen in Germanie" on the 
25th October 1639 it has been possible to 
make the descent a little clearer. The 
Captain was the younger son of Alexander 
Garden of Banchory, who died in 1539, 
and his wife, Janet, daughter of William 
Strachan of Glenkindie. There was an 
elder son, Major Alexander Garden, who 
at that time was in the Swedish service. 
Alexander, the husband of Janet, was son 
of Arthur Garden of Banchory and Elspet 
Gordon of Gight. Arthur 's father was 
George Garden of Banchory, and his wife 
Isobel, was daughter of Alexander Keith, 
son of William, 3rd Earl Marischal. I t 
is interesting to note that George's great-
grandson subsequently bought the Troup 
property from the Keiths. 

George Garden of Banchory, 1589, was 
one of the gentlemen sent by James VI. 
to Denmark, on the occasion of the treaty 
of marriage between him and the Princess 
Anne, who subsequently became his Queen. 

George Garden had a daughter, Beatrix, 
who was the second wife of Finlay Ivor 
Farquharson of Tulliegarmont, and they 
had a son, Donald. Beatrix was a cele-
brated musician and received a harp from 
Mary, Queen of Scots; she married a 
second husband, Robertson of Lude. 

In order to make the above descent clear 
and to show the other early connections of 
the Gardens, a family tree is here added. 
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The Lairds of Troup. 
William 3rd Earl Marischal 

Alexander Keith Laird of Troup 
I 

George Garden mar. Isobel Keith 
of Banchory 

Beatrix, Arthur Garden mar. Elspet Gordon of Gight 
the harpist of Banchory 

Alexander Garden, mar. Janet Strachan 
of Banchory 

George, Capt. in Germany. 1 Major Alexander, d. 1662, 
bought Troup 

mar. Betty Strachan 
I 

2 Alexander, mar. Bathia Forbes of Craigievar 
d. 1731 

I 
3 Alexander, mar. Jean Grant, dau. of Lord Cullen 

d. 1740 

4 Alexander, M.P., 
died unm., 1785 

5 Francis Lord Gardenstone, Peter of Delgaty, d. 1785, 
died unm. 1793 m. Katherine Balneaves 

Alex, of Delgaty. 
d. 1790 

I 
6 Francis, m. 

sold Delgaty 
1798,d. 1815 

Penelope 
Smyth 

7 Francis Garden Campbell, d. 1826, 
m. 1 Christian Cumine & 2 Maria Duff 

8 Francis 
m. G. Brigstocke 

I 
9 Francis William 

(Scots Guards) 
m. Sara Cavanagh & Ellen Thorne 

o.s.p. 

Archibald, m. Jane Cumine 

10 Francis Alex. Garden, d. 1913 
dropped the Campbell, 
m. Mary Kenyon 

11 Alexander, b. 1905, 
now of Troup. 
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In J a n u a r y 1595 i t is learned from the 
Registers of the Burgh of Aberdeen tha t 
"George Gardyn of Banchorie, freelie and 
simplie renuncit , quyt claimeit, and dischargit, 
all actioun and persute, bayth civil] and 
criminall , quhilk he had, hes, or ony wayis 
may have in tyme cuniing" against 25 bur-
gesses of Aberdeen, who had gone to George 
Garden's house a t Banchory-Devenick in May 
1590 and forcibly removed out of the house 
Pat r ick Bisset, "his Majesties rebell," who had 
taken refuge there. In their enthusiasm to 
capture the rebel the 25 worthy burgesses 

ra the r exceeded their duty, for they appear to 
"have troubled the said George" in their pur-
sui t by breaking down the walls of his home 
and annoying his servants and family. Thomas 
Menzies, a bailie of Aberdeen and hie 24 com-
panions pleaded tha t what they had per-
formed was "lauchtfullie and ordourlie done," 
which appears s trange in view of our more 
peaceful ways of arrest ing criminals. Menzies 
also asserted tha t in his capacity as a bailie 
he was carrying "a letter of caption to serch, 
seek, tak and apprehend the said Patrick Bis-
sett, being his Majesties rebell, quharever he 
might be apprehendit ." This seemed a good 
enough excuse to Thomas Menzies, but it did 
not sat isfy the outraged George Garden. To 
appease this eager complainer, the Provost, 
Bailies and Town Council of Aberdeen, that 
very day, "ordaini t Alexander Ewyn, deane of 
gild, to content and pay to George Gardyne 
of Banchorie, the sowme of fyftie merkis 
usuall money of this realme, of the reddiest 
of the accidentia and casualiteis belonging to 
this toune, being in his handes, betwixt the 
dait heirof and the feist of Candilmes nixt to 
cum, quhilk sail be allowit to the said dean 
of gild in his comptie." 

Passing over the next two owners of Ban-
chory, namely Arthur Gordon and his son 
Alexander, the lat ter of whom probably sold 
Banchory, we come to the latter 's son, another 
Alexander, who is usually described as Major. 
He went with the troops sent by Charles I. to 
support the grea t Gustavus Adolphus, King of 
Sweden, and was present a t the battle of 
Lutzen, in 1632, where tha t distinguished mon-
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arch lost his life. Major Garden remained 
several years a t the Swedish Court, in high 
favour with Gustavus's daughter, Queen 
Christina, and on her abdication in 1654 he 
returned to Scotland and subsequently bought 
the lands of Troup. So he appears as the first 
of the Garden Lairds. 

Major Alexander Garden, 1st of Troup. 
I t is not known when he was born. He 

married Elizabeth, daughter of Alexander 
Strachan, 7th Laird of Glenkindie, by whom 
he had a t least one son. 

Major Alexander seems to have been a 
public-spirited man for he gave "twentie 
pounds Scottis" (£1 sterling) towards the new 
building of King's College, Aberdeen, in 1658. 
According to John Row's Diary: "Major 
Gairdin, Laird of Troup, son to the Laird of 
Neither-Banchory (a good man and charitable) 
deceased about maie, 1662." and was buried in 
the old Kirk of Gamrie. He was succeeded by 
his oldest son, 

Alexander Garden, 2nd of Troup, 
who was a minor a t the t ime of his father 's 
death, and on 6th Ju ly 1663 had a charter 
of Troup under the Great Seal. In 1668 he 
entered King's College, Aberdeen. After leav-
ing the University he returned to Troup and 
for many years was active in the affairs of 
Banffshire. He employed his spare time in 
l i terature and in 1668 wrote for Sir Robert 
Sibbald an interesting account of the north 
side of the coast of Buchan, including Gamrie. 
published in the "Collections of the Shires of 
Aberdeen and Banff.'' (Spalding Club.) He took 
par t also in mil i tary affairs, for on the em-
bodiment of the Banffshire Militia in October 
1688 i t is recorded t h a t "Troup's Company" 
was to meet a t Minnonie. In 1686 he married 
Bathia, daughter of Sir John Forbes of 
Craigievar (the "red Sir John"), and had issue 
three sons and three daughters, of whom his 
eldest, Margaret, married a t Troup House in 
J anua ry 1710, as his first wife. John Paton of 
Grandholme. who later became an Advocate 
in Aberdeen. Much to his father-in-law's 
annoyance. John was a Jacobite in 1715. At 
his t r ial one of the witnesses for his defence 
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was "Garden of Troup, a noted Whig." Paton 
was ultimately pardoned. Margaret died 6th 
March 1715, and is buried in Old Machar. An-
other daughter, Bathia, married in 1718, 
William Duff of Whitehill, one of the 36 
children of Patrick Duff of Craigston. They 
had ten children. Bathia survived until 1781. 

With true Scottish caution, Alexander Gar-
den was always to be found on the side of the 
Government and on 15th October 1702 Troup 
and other Commissioners of Supply of Banff-
shire took the oath of allegiance to Queen 
Anne. In 1716 Alexander Garden of Troup and 
his son Alexander were appointed Commis-
sioners of Supply for Banffshire and in March 
of that year, when Scotland was still shaken 
by the effect of the Jacobite Rising, "Alex-
ander Garden, younger of Troup" and four 
others "did in fface of the meeting taik swear 
and subscrive the oaths of alleadgeance to 
his Majesty King George." The elder Garden, 
who presided a t this meeting, was no doubt 
proud of his son. But this was not all. On 
the same day the Commissioners "lykwayes 
recommends to Alexander Gairdine, elder and 
younger of Troup, and Alexander Abercrombie 
of Glashaugh to prepair and draw up ane 
congratulattorie adress to his Majestye King 
George suitable to the present hapie juncture 
and postur off affaires, to be signed by the 
noblemen, barrons, gentillmen, heriters and 
freeholders off the shyre with all possible ex-
peditione." Perhaps Alexander Garden's chief 
claim to fame is that in 1720 he founded the 
village of Gardenstown. He died in 1731 and 
was succeeded by his eldest son. 

Alexander Garden, 3rd of Troup. 
He was educated as an advocate and took 

some part in the control of affairs in Banff-
shire. Like his father, he was a zealous sup-
porter of the Revolution settlement and of 
the Hanoverian succession; he was made a 
Deputy Lieutenant of the County during the 

Rising of 1715, and after its suppression he 
with others was, as already seen, appointed 
to draw up a congratulatory address to 
George I. In 1716 he was nominated Sheriff-
Depute of Aberdeenshire and held that post 
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until 1728. From the "Sheriff Court Records" 
it is learned tha t he took his duties some-
what lightly. "Like his predecessor, John 
Elphinstone, younger of Logie, Mr Garden was 
an absentee judge. He was no sooner ap-
pointed than, on the narrat ive that in respect 
of his 'other necessar affairs' he could not 
'conveniently attend the said office,' he pro-
ceeded to appoint a Substitute. His name has 
been observed as presiding in Court on one 
occasion only, and tha t was a t a Vacation 
Court in August 1728." 

Garden was appointed Civilist at King's Col-
lege, Aberdeen, in November 1717, in place of 
a Jacobite who had been turned out, but in 
April 1724, according to Orem, he parted with 
the office for a consideration. I t would seem 
therefore that Garden was a defaulting Pro-
fessor as well as an absentee Sheriff! After 
the collapse of the Rising of 1715 he and his 
father added to the family estate of Troup 
large interests in Aberdeenshire. The time 
was opportune, as many estates had been for-
feited. Amongst the estates which they pur-
chased were Elrick. and Balmellie in Mon-
quhitter. The younger Garden was a t one 
time agent for the forfeited lands of the Earl 
Marischal. He married Jean, daughter of Sir 
Francis Grant, Bart, of Ballintomb and Cullen 
(Gamrie) who rose to he a Judge of the Court 
of Session, under the tit le of Lord Cullen, and 
purchased in 1712 the lands of Monymusk. This 
marriage brought Alexander Garden addi-
tional influence. His family consisted of three 
sons (1) Alexander, who succeeded him, (2) 
Francis of Johnston, Laurencekirk, who suc-
ceeded his elder brother in Troup and later 
became Lord Gardenstone, (3) Peter of Del-
ga ty ; and four daughters, (1) Jane, who mar-
ried Alexander Leith of Freefield, (2) Bathia, 
married Patrick Forbes of Schivas, and (3) 
Christian, married Hugh Forbes of Schivas, 
while the 4th was the wife of Joseph Cumine 
of Auchry. Alexander Garden died in 1740 and 
the next Laird was his eldest son, 

Alexander Garden, 4th of Troup. 
He was served heir to his fa ther on 12th Sep-

tember 1740 and to his g randfa ther in 1752. 
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The grandfather had presided at the first 
general meeting of Commissioners of Supply 
in Banffshire af ter the Fifteen, similarly 
after the Forty-five the grandson presided at 
the meeting held on 20th May 1746, a t which 
he was appointed Convener for the year. 
Early in 1746 he kept up a communication with 
Cumberland's ships then off the Banffshire 
coast and it may have been on account of 
this tha t on Sunday, 31st August 1746 he 
suffered an outrage in which it is suggested 
tha t John Gordon of Avochie, an Aberdeen-
shire proprietor and a Jacobite, was con-
cerned. 

About 10 o'clock a t night a party of 12 armed 
rebels, "commanded by a young man who ap-
peared to be about 30 and look't like a gentle-
man and a low countryman" went to the 
house of Alexander Garden a t Troup, about 
seven miles east of Banff. Garden's well-
known zeal for the Hanoverian cause had 
made him particularly obnoxious to the Jacob-
ites, who, on that occasion, broke into his 
house and seized him. The Scots Magazine 
says "they went to Mr Garden's bedside, and 
demanded £2,000 from him. As he could not 
produce tha t sum, they made him write to 
his friends to produce the money and threat-
ened him with death if i t was not forthcoming 
in 3 days time. They seized all his papers, 
about £140 of money, and a t one o'clock on 
Monday morning they set out from Troup 
carrying Alexander Garden with them." They 
went in the direction of the Tap o' Noth 
Troup's servants, who were to deliver the 
letter for raising the £2,000, were ordered to 
come the following Wednesday to the Glen 
of Noth above Whitelums (a farm close to 
Gartly Station). They appeared at the place 
appointed, but could not effect their master's 
escape. Troup's friends and relations also 
tried to bring about his release, but, failing 
in this, they went to Aberdeen and Banff to 
raise the military. The account concludes :— 
"John Phelp, servant to Troup, heard the 
young man who commanded the Rebels say 
that tho' he received the £2,000 it was small to 
divide amongst so many noblemen and gentle-
men whose houses were burnt and his among 
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the rest." (John Gordon's house of Avochie, 
in which he is supposed to have lain concealed 
for a while under the staircase, had been 
burned by the Government troops, and the 
only remains of the old dwelling a re two 
ruined gables, which form a striking object 
on the rising ground above the Deveron, near 
Rothiemay Station). The mili tary seem to 
have acted with promptitude. On 9th Septem-
ber Lord Albemarle, Commander-in-Chief in 
Scotland, wrote tha t " the Rebels, finding them-
selves close pursued, released him (Mr Garden) 
on Saturday night (Sept. 6th) a t ten o'clock. 
But if they think I have done with them for 
showing this mark of Indulgence, they are 
mistaken, for I will have them dead or alive, 
for so audacious an act was never committed." 
Albemarle, however, failed to capture the kid-
nappers or retrieve the many valuable papers 
taken from Mr Garden. Indeed these were only 
finally recovered by the agency of John Gor-
don of Avochie, who stipulated for a protec-
tion from Government before he would pro-
ceed to seek for the documents, seeming to 
suggest tha t he had been concerned in the 
affair from the beginning. Nothing a t all 
happened for nearly six months, and i t is to 
be presumed tha t during this period John 
Gordon remained more or less in safety. 

Troup and Avochie. 
Five months later, in February 1747, Alex-

ander Garden wrote to Lord Rothes a t Edin-
burgh "There is one John Gordon of Avachy, 
an Aberdeenshire gentleman, who has an 
estate of near a hundred pounds sterling upon 
which has above eleven hundred pounds ster-
ling of debt, besides his Mother's jointure. 
This gentleman having been engaged in the 
late rebellion, was proposed to me as the most 
proper person to find out my papers, being a 
man of activity, and universally acquainted 
among that set of people." Acting upon this 
tribute to John Gordon's character and the 
nature of his friends, Lord Albemarle appar-
ently granted Avochie a protection first of all 
for a month and subsequently for another 
two months, during which period he was sup-
posed to have been searching for the lost docu-
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ments. It almost looks as if i t had been a 
put-up job between Garden and John Gordon. 
Alexander Garden continues:—"Avachy has 
now sent me notice tha t he has got such 
accounts of my papers that he thinks he can't 
fail of recovering them, but that he is afraid 
to stay longer in the country, as the Spring 
is now coming on, and he must expect to be 
hunted by the soldiers as soon as the weather 
is good." The ar t fu l John Gordon had asked 
for an unlimited protection, and said that if 
he did not get it he would have to leave the 
country. So Garden appeals to Lord Rothes 
to help him as "these papers are of the ut-
most consequence to ine" and suggests cynic-
ally that if a protection were granted, it 
could always be recalled "at pleasure." He 
also adds tha t he thinks he deserves some 
"favour from the Government, having suffered 
more by the Rebellion than any one man (ex-
cepting my Lord Findlater)." 

Believing that there would be a further 
extension of the protection, Gordon set about 
the task again; and in so doing he gave "some 
offence by appearing openly in several places 
in the country." This is shown by an unsigned 
"informer's letter" to General Bland (now in 
the Public Record Office), of date September 
1747, stating:—"That in Aberdeenshire and 
Banffshire a gentleman, who was there from 
the middle of September to the beginning of 
October, did on the 20th September see Gordon 
of Abbachie, who is an attainted Rebell, pub-
lickly walking with an officer who was in 
command a t Strathbogie, who is a Captain, 
and it was said that Abbachie had a protec-
tion for the time from Lord Justice Clerk, in 
order for the recovery of Mr Garden of 
Troup's papers, and a promise of further pro-
tection to find out more of these papers." 

There is also a long letter from the Earl of 
Rothes to the Duke of Newcastle, undated, but 
subsequent to April 1747. Lord Rothes points 
out tha t Mr Garden did not know any of the 
persons who carried him off, but he later re-
ceived information tha t John Gordon of 
Avochie would be the most likely person to 
recover his papers for him; and he had also 
been the recipient of advice to give to Mrs 
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Gordon. Can we detect the hand of John 
Gordon in this? His wife was Mary, only 
child of Peter Gordon of Ardmeallie, a noted 
Whig. She is described as "a person of very 
superior habi ts and thereby did much to 
enable her husband to pay the £500 fine for 
his Jacobite tendencies." Lord Rothes fur ther 
suggests t ha t if she could prevail with her 
husband to procure resti tution of the writings 
and to make a humble petition for pardon, 
Garden might use his interest with his friends 
to recommend tha t petition. Then Lord Rothes 
writes:—"On 16th April last , Mrs Gordon did 
send to Mr Garden the writ ings which had 
been taken from him, together with an humble 
petition praying for pardon, which Mr Garden 
is very desirous should be granted." Finally 
Lord Rothes urges tha t "knowing Mr Garden 
well, and tha t he has no sort of connection 
with Mr Gordon of Avochie, save wishing to 
secure him a reward for the service done, 
hopes tha t this mark of favour may be shown 
to Mr Garden, a gent leman of remarkable 
loyalty and no inconsiderable property in that 
pa r t of the Kingdom." Nothing, however, 
apparent ly resulted f rom Avochie's petition or 
this letter, and the mat te r of pardon seems to 
have been left where it was. 

Alexander Garden in February 1760 bought 
par t of the barony of Pitsligo and in May of 
t h a t year—for what reason is unknown—dis-
mantled the old castle. The es ta te of Lord 
Pitsligo had been seized by the Crown in 1748 
and continued in the hands of the Government 
under the factory of Thomas Innes of Muiry-
fold till 1758 when it was purchased by the 
Master of Pitsligo, who two years later sold 
i t to the Laird of Troup, as above related. Sir 
William Forbes, the banker, bought the ruined 
Castle and 70 acres in 1770. 

As Member of Parliament. 
Alexander Garden was M.P. for Aberdeen-

shire from 1768 to 1785. He took his duties very 
seriously and appears to have been a useful 
member for the County. On 8th December 
1776 he wrote from Troup to James, 2nd Lord 
Fife, on the subject of pressing men for the 
Royal Navy. "The Press to be sure is a most 
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confounded hardship upon the Poor Fishermen, 
and (in fact) a Tax upon the Proprietors of 
Boats, besides what they pay in common with 
the rest of the Country. But, as it would be 
still worse to have, perhaps, the whole young 
men pressed, I think it prudent to make the 
best of a bad Bargain. I therefor came to the 
Resolution to comply with the Demand, and' 
last week five of the men were got, and I be-
lieve, delivered to Capn. Wardlaw. I am told 
Lord Findlater 's Managers refuse to give any 
men and threaten to prosecute the Capn. if 
he Presses. But, in any event, this must be a 
more expensive operation than raising the 
men." 

As proof of how conscientious Alexander 
Garden was as a Member of Parliament he 
wrote from London on 18th December 1782 to 
Alexander Gordon of Aberdour that he cannot 
help the tutor of his son, "without the Cuncur-
rence of ye Majority of ye Heritors. I have 
alwise thought it ye Duty of Members of Parlt. 
to be govern'd by the Inclination of the Major-
ity of ye Heritors in applying for Presenta-
tions. When I first went into Parlt . I declar'd 
my Conduct should be regulate by that Rule 
and tha t I wou'd alwise lay the Request of the 
Majority of the Heritors before the Secretary 
of State, altho' my two Brothers shou'd be of 
the Minority, nor have I ever deviate from this 
Rule. Indeed I cou'd not do it without Breach 
of Honor." In the same letter he turns to 
another topic. "On Monday there was a 
Meeting of ye Scots Members to take under 
Consideration the State of ye Crop, and it was 
resolv'd to apply for leave to bring in a Bill 
for importing all sorts of Corn untill ye first 
of November. It was also proposed to stop the 
Distillings. But as they bring in a Revenue 
of £600,000 in England, and as the English 
seemed resolv'd not to stop theirs, it was 
thought proper to delay the further Considera-
tion of the matter till af ter ye Holidays." He 
adds a most interesting detail. "One Curiouse 
Circumstance was clearly proved to us. That 
the best Ripen-d Corn in ye Highlands were 
those which had lyen two or three weeks under 
the Snow." 

In March 1784 Alexander Garden offered him-
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self to his constituents as a Candidate for 
Parliament for the last time. His letter to the 
voters is characteristic of the man and runs 
thus—"If Parliament had continued the usual 
time, I certainly would not (at my advanced 
stage of life) have ever thought of offering my 
Service again to the County. But the present 
unprecedented Crisis makes me think it my 
duty to do it once more, if Parlt . should be dis-
solv'd. And in tha t event, I beg leave to 
intreat the favor of your Vote and Interest, 
which will be a very great obligation laid 
upon, Dear Sir, your most obedt. humble Ser-
vant— Alexr. Garden." 

In the following year the Aberdeenshire M.P. 
received a most extraordinary letter from a 
tenant in Cullykhan, in Gamrie, asking for a 
renewal of the lease of a mill. The letter was 
originally printed in Jervise Epitaphs and is so 
quaint that it is here again given in full. It 
was addressed "To the onerable the Laird of 
Troupe." 

"Culy Can, June 7th, 1785. 
Oneribel Sir, 

Gif it plies your onar I hop you wil let me 
know how you ar to set this Mil and I will 

ofer as much as aney can gif. And my forbiers 
his bin heir so Long; and my Grandmother 
coured your oner of the Gandis (Jaundice) 
when non could Dow, when you was a child: 
and when you fant i t your grandfather, the old 
leard, sed whow (how) tha t he ould shut (shoot) 
her, and she was nar did for fier" (nearly died 
for fear) ; "and when you Gru beter he 
promest to my Granfether (that) him nor yet 
his son, nor his son's son would never put one 
of his Generation out of Culy Can. And when 
your onar's fether cam hom, and heerd whow 
tha t your lif was seavt he shuk hans we my 
granmother and said, Onest Mady, (honest 
Magdalene) I trow, tho' my fether flegat 
(frightened) you for kilen a Sandey; but it is 
you that his kepit him in live, and i t shal no 
be forgotten to you nor yours, and my fok shal 
nivir Gar (make) your folk flit; and your oner 
promest the sam to her when you was a very 
young Gentleman, and I hop your oner his 
more Gretated (gratitude) and likwis mor 
Goudnes, nor brak ther word and your ane 
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word, or to be on gretfou to them that seved 
your lif, when non hut them could a savt i t : 
and so God blis your oners Humlet Servt, and 
alwise unto death 

James Morrison. 
Becas I was not Goud at writin letters right, 
I hafe goten a frind to do it for me. God blis 
your onar, remember me." 

I t is amusing to think what James Morrison's 
own letter might have been like had not a 
friend done it for him, as above. 

Alexander Garden died, unmarried, on the 
24th December 1785, and the next day Lord Fife 
and Sir James Duff (his son) wrote the follow-
ing letter, from Duff House, to the Speaker of 
the House of Commons: "Mr Garden, Member 
of Parliament for the County of Aberdeen, died 
last Wednesday a t his house of Troup, about 7 
miles from this place. We take the liberty to 
inform you of this event which we hope you 
will accept of as a sufficient notification of his 
death." 

Francis Garden, 5th of Troup, 
who succeeded his elder brother Alexander, who 
died without issue, was born on 24th June 1721 
and was educated a t the High School and a t 
Edinburgh University. Choosing the profes-
sion of an advocate he was admitted a mem-
ber of Faculty upon 14th July 1744. He was 
not well-favoured, being described as un-
gainly in person, his features harsh, and his 
voice tremulous, but he pleaded with a skill 
and brilliancy which were very effective. Like 
many great men he had his weaknesses, being 
fond of gambling and also liking a glass 
(sometimes many) of wine, for which purpose 
he would often sit up late a t night. I t is even 
asserted tha t af ter a long carouse he had no 
time to study his brief, but went straight to 
the court and argued eloquently from what 
he picked up from the opposing counsel. This, 
if true, is a great tribute to his mentality. 

The Whig family of Garden was certainly 
not lucky in 1745, for all the three brothers 
seem to have had "incidents" with the Jaco-
bites. There exists a letter from John Gordon 
of Avochie (already mentioned under Alex-
ander Garden) to Lord Lewis Gordon, dated 
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5th November of t ha t year, in which the 
former writes thus: "Last night I had ane in-
formation tha t Mr Garden, brother and factor 
to Troup, who resides a t Brechen had absented 
himself from t h a t countrie and was going with 
a considerable sum of money to his brother 

(i.e. Alexander). I judged it might be of service 
if I could have found money or papers about 
him. I went along with a par t ie and found 
him in a house a small distance from this 
and tho' I saw him pretty narrowly searched 
yett no papers or any money more than neces-
sary charges were found about him. However, 
as he is a suspect person I have detained him 
here till your Lop's pleasure shall be known." 
This was probably Peter, the youngest brother. 

Francis Garden's adventure was as follows: 
On the day before the batt le of Prestonpans 
(21st Sept. 1745) he and Robert Cunnninghame 
(afterwards a General in the Government 
forces) rode out from Edinburgh to Mussel-
burgh, with what object is not clear, some say 
out of sheer curiosity, others t h a t they were 
among the City Volunteers and were dis-
patched to watch the movements of the High-
land army. Whatever their motives they 
reached Musselburgh without interruption and 
entering Luckie Chrystal's Inn, already well-
known to them, had a hear ty meal of white 
wine and oysters, and afterwards, seated at 
an open window, they were watching the move-
ments of the Highlanders, when they were 
seen by one of Prince Charles' Life Guards, 
who, being suspicious of their presence, 
arrested them and carried them to the camp 
at Duddingston. There they were brought 
before Colonel John Roy Stuar t (the Jacobite 
poet) who took them for spies and proposed 
immediately to hang them! At this alarming 
juncture they were lucky enough to be recog-
nised by young Colquhoun Grant (afterwards 
a Writer to the Signet) who was serving in the 
troop commanded by Roy Stuart . Grant was 
somehow able to prove the innocence of the 
captives, and being entrusted with the duty 
of guarding them, later on allowed them both 
to escape. 

During the next 18 years Francis Garden 
practised as an Advocate and, in spite of his 
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eccentricity, his industry and talent won him 
a leading position a t the Bar. He was made 
Sheriff of Kincardineshire in 1744 and, in 1761, 
Jo in t Solicitor General of Scotland with James 
Montgomery. Amongst the many cases with 
which he was connected was the celebrated 
Douglas trial . With Monboddo he went to 
France and took par t in the earlier stages 
of the case, pleading in French—in which 
language both he and Monboddo were pro-
ficient—before the Parliament of Paris. Gar-
den was also employed when the case reached 
the Court of Session and later as Judge pro-
nounced the verdict. In 1764 he had been 
raised to the Bench as Lord Gardenstone. 

The Builder of Laurencekirk. 
In 1762 he bought the property of Johnston, 

near Laurencekirk—then a poorly cultivated 
and almost a barren district—and three years 
later began to build his new village on which 
he spent so much money, labour and enthusi-
asm. His name is probably better known to 
posterity as the builder of Laurencekirk than 
as an Advocate or a Judge. His great idea 
was to establish a flourishing town upon his 
property and he spared himself neither in 
n.oney nor in trouble in promoting the wel-
fa re of Laurencekirk. From 1765 to 1779 build-
ing operations were almost continuous. "He 
caused a line of street, 6 furlongs in length to 
be formed on his estate; he offered land on 
extremely moderate terms to induce people to 
settle in his village; he founded a library and 
museum for the use of the villagers; he built 
a commodious inn and an episcopal chapel; 
and last, but by no means least, he furnished 
the capital for starting various industries." 
The l ibrary was provided with books by Lord 
Gardenstone, and although neither the num-
ber nor the selection of them met with the 
approval of Dr Johnson, who visited the place 
in 1773, there was possibly then not another 
l ibrary of the kind between Edinburgh and 
Aberdeen. As W. Forbes Gray says in his 
"Some Old Scots Judges": "Gardenstone may 
safely be claimed as the pioneer of the public 
l ibrary movement, a t least in Scotland. The 
institution which he founded about 1765 was 
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called "The Publick Library of Laurencekirk." 
In the building there was the nucleus of a 
Museum, which contained stuffed birds, shells 
and geological specimens. 

The inn a t Laurencekirk was his pride and 
joy. For this he provided a book in which 
visitors were requested to write—and his Lord-
ship used to delight in reading these effusions, 
but he ultimately withdrew the book in high 
dudgeon because Professor S tuar t of Aberdeen 
wrote, in the style of the prophecies of Thomas 
the Rhymer, the following lines in i t : 

" Frae sma' beginnings Rome of auld 
Became a great Imperial ci ty; 

'Twas peopled first, as we are tauld 
By bankrupts, vagabonds, bandi t t i : 

Quoth Thamas, Then the day may come 
When Laurencekirk shall equal Rome." 

Which incident shows that Professor Stuar t 
had a pretty wit and Gardenstone not much 
sense of humour. 

The Scottish Episcopal Church which his 
Lordship also built and par t ly endowed was 
only completed in 1793; he burdened the estate 
of Johnston with a perpetual annui ty of £40 
sterling, as many bolls of meal, also three 
acres, etc., of the best land in the village, for 
the maintenance of the clergyman. 

Lord Gardenstone also encouraged manufac-
turers of all kinds to settle in the place, but 
in this he was not successful, one instance 
being the introduction of a ha t te r from New-
castle. The day af ter his ar r iva l this man was 
taken to church, but on looking round the 
congregation he found tha t only he and his 
patron possessed hats—the remainder all wore 
the flat Lowland bonnet. And so the poor crest-
fallen hat ter departed. But one t rade flour-
ished in Laurencekirk—that of making snuff-
boxes. One of Lord Gardenstone's favourite 
tastes was the taking of snuff, which he didn't 
keep in a box, but in a leathern waist-pocket 
made for the purpose. In consequence the 
folds in his clothes were often full of snuff 
and people used to help themselves f rom these 
recesses what time the learned Judge—quite 
unconscious of the act of petty larceny com-
mitted so to speak under his very nose—con-
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tinued an animated conversation. He took 
snuff in enormous quantities, and used to say 
that if he had a dozen noses he would feed 
them all. Charles Stiven (died 1821) was the 
original maker of the Laurencekirk snuff-
boxes. The first one was made about 1783, for 
Lord Gardenstone's factor, in imitation of n 
box which Stiven mended for him and im-
proved upon the original. On its being shown 
to Lord Gardenstone, he advised Stiven to 
settle in Laurencekirk, where he afterwards 
carried on most successfully the business in 
fishing-rods and snuff-boxes. 

In 1779 the village had increased so much 
that Lord Gardenstone obtained a royal char-
ter erecting it into a burgh of barony, on 
which occasion he addressed a letter of advice 
to the inhabitants, who then numbered 500. 
The letter contains this gem:—"I have tried in 
some measure a variety of the pleasures which 
menkind pursue; but never relished anything 
so much as the pleasure arising from my 
village." He also had portraits drawn in 
crayon, about 1790. of the original feuars and 
others (21 in number) including Brick, the 
artist. 

Amongst Lord Gardenstone's other peculiari-
ties was hie curious affection for a pig. He 
made a pet of this animal when i t was quite 
young and treated it with so much kindness 
that it became very tame, and followed him 
about like a dog. I t must have been a strange 
sight to see this ill-assorted couple taking 
exercise. At first the animal even shared his 
bed, but as it advanced in life, it became unfi t 
for such companionship. But even then Lord 
Gardenstone declined to be deprived of its 
society; he had it to sleep in his room, where 
he made a comfortable couch for it of his own 
clothes. I t is related tha t a visitor happening 
to call one dark winter morning before his 
Lordship had left his bed, tripped over some-
thing in the room which surprised the early 
caller by emitting a loud grunt. Gardenstone. 
not the least taken aback, merely remarked: 
"It 's just a bit sow, poor beast, and I laid my 
breeks on it to keep it warm." The Banffshire 

Judge had many odd fancies of which he was 
strangely proud; in a burst of self revelation 
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he once said to Lord Kames, " a man who has 
no whims is, in my opinion a stupid man;" 

Succession to Troup. 
Gardenstone was appointed a Lord of Jus-

ticiary in 1776 and retired in 1787. He suc-
ceeded to the estate of Troup on the death of 
his brother, Alexander, in 1785, when he gave 
evidence of his whimsicality and kindness by 
remitting to the tenants all the debts due to 
him as heir to his brother. The estates then 
yielded £3,000 a year and he inherited a, for-
tune of £40,000, which was lucky for him as 
Laurencekirk cost a grea t deal. But Garden-
stone never cared for money for itself, only 
for what it could do in the way of advancing 
things, nor was he ever accused of being either 
a spendthrift or a miser. 

In the autumn of 1786 he set out for a tour 
on the Continent and remained abroad for two 
years, visiting France, Switzerland, Italy, 
Germany and Holland. On his re turn he wrote 
"Travelling Memorandums (sic) made in a 
tour upon the Continent of Europe in the 
years 1786, 1787, 1788." This was published in 3 
Volumes in Edinburgh, 1791-1795, and is re-
garded as ra ther an indifferent performance. 
He was par t author of "Miscellanies in Prose 
and Verse," published Edinburgh 1791. which 
was also considered a poor bit of work. 

In "The Political State of Scotland in 1788" 
(published 1887) Lord Gardenstone is thus 
summed up : "One of the Lords of Session; a 
sensible, liberal, public-spirited, but whimsical 
man. A very independent fortune. £3,000 or 
£4,000 a year. A g rea t personal interest over 
north of Scotland. An old Batchelor. A virtu-
oso. Does not value money. An able man. 
Connected a t present with Mr Dundas and his 
friends. Has numerous connections and per-
sonal friends in the nor th ." 

Correspondence with Lord Fife. 
A par t of Lord Gardenstone's correspondence 

in 1789 with James, 2nd Lord Fife, has been 
preserved. 

In June of t ha t year he wrote to Lord Fife 
to ask him to procure a living in Scotland for 
the Rev. William Greig. then a t London and 
previously a t Dort in Holland, who had been 
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tutor to the children of his brother, Peter 
Garden of Delgaty. Later it was arranged by 
Lord Fife that Greig should he presented to 
Rothiemay. In July Gardenstone expresses 
envy at the speed with which Lord Fife travels 
and alludes to the bad health of his eldest 
nephew, Alexander, son of Peter of Delgaty. 

Edinr. 3 Jully 1789. 
"My Lord, I am honoured with your very 

oblidging letter of the 28th June. I do not 
envy any man for a greater Fortune than my 
own. But I do envy you for that Energy and 
Vigour which enables you to make so long 
and expeditious a journey with impunity. 1 
too set out from London on Sunday, but did 
not arrive here till tha t day Sevennight, some-
what benefited, however, in my Health by this 
moderation. I heartily thank you for your 
kind attention to my nefew. I am not sur-
prised a t your account of his declining State 
of Health and I have made up my mind to the 
worst. I intend (God willing) to set out on 
the Session Rising. But it is impossible to 
believe tha t I can avoid a stop a t Laurence-
kirk for one week. I shall then proceed and 
soon af ter see your Lordship wherever you are 
to be found." 

Two months later he writes to Lord Fife 
from Troup, again thanking for kind favours 
bestowed on his nephew and hoping they will 
shortly meet. But he continues—"At this 
season I can not make a long residence in this 
place. As soon as I hear of your arrival a t 
Duff House I shall pay my Respects. I dare 
not make an Exourtion so far as Marr Lodge 
tho' I have a Great Desire to do it." He also 
thanks Lord Fife for agreeing to appoint Wil-
liam Greig to the Kirk of Rothiemay and 
promises himself to transfer Greig to Longside 
whenever a vacancy occurs in that parish. 
He adds that a vacancy ought to occur there 
soon; "the Incumbent is past eighty years of 
age, but he holds out unconscionably." By 
October 1789 his nephew, young Alexander of 
Delgaty, was dead and Gardenstone writes to 
Lord Fife tha t "men who live to my years 
must Submit to such strokes of fortune. I 
must now look forward to the next Brother" 
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(Francis, who ultimately succeeded his Uncle 
iu Troup) and adds "tho' he has not the Steadi 

ness and well-formed manners of Sandy, he 
has Sense, very good Humour, and a kind open 
heart ." Lord Gardenstone hopes Lord Fife 
may visit him when he passes through the 
Capital and quaintly adds: "Tho' I believe you 
are not fond of Edinburgh, and generally see 
it only as a Passenger—if you'll Honour my 
Villa near it with a visit, i t will please you 
My Pictures and Natural History are not com-
mon. I am here (Montrose) on my way south. 
I usually say to other people, when they'r ill, 
send for a Doctor. But I take to the road." 

In his old age Lord Gardenstone became 
somewhat of an invalid possibly due to his 
habits of conviviality. He used to drink the 
mineral waters of St Bernard's Well on the 
banks of the Water of Leith. Ultimately he 
bought the Well and erected over it a Doric 
Temple, which can be seen from the Dean 
Bridge. Under the dome there was placed a 
statue of Hygeia and into the foundation-stone 
was sunk a metal plate bearing the inscrip-
tion: "Erected for the benefit of the Public at 
the sole expense of Francis Garden, Esq-, of 
Troup, one of the Senators or the College of 
Justice A.D. 1789." The Well was opened to 
the public, a keeper was appointed to look 
a f te r it and during the season (which appar-
ently was reckoned as from May to October) 
anybody, for a subscription of 5s, might quaff 
the waters from 6 to 9 o'clock every morning; 
but those unable or unwilling to contribute 
tha t sum were allowed to drink between the 
hours of 10 and 1—free. Lord Gardenstone 
issued some instructions to the custodian of 
the Well. The principal points were these— 
Occasional visitors might drink a t the cost of 
one penny, and those who wished to take water 
away with them were to be asked to pay at 
the rate of a halfpenny per Scots pint, an 
especial injunction being that "no water was 
carried away in open bottles but in corked 
ones." The poor of Edinburgh were most 
thoughtfully considered: any indigent person 
on presenting a certificate f rom a doctor in the 
town was to be charged nothing a t all. An-
other regulation was tha t no loitering was to 
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be permitted a f te r having! partaken of a glass, 
and yet another prohibited bathing a t or in 
sight of the Well during the morning. Finally 
the instructions conclude with an intimation 
from the owner tha t he would welcome sug-
gestions "for the better regulation and public 
use of the waters" as well as a promise that 
"some account of this mineral well, and of 
certain remarkable cures performed by the 
use of i t" would shortly be published "by a 
medical man of character and experience." 
Then comes a delightful touch, which betrays 
the true Gardenstone, for ho adds, "The effects 
of this water, when used in making tea or 
punch, are remarkably agreeable." 

Francis Garden, Lord Gardenstone, died on 
22nd July 1793 a t his house (he preferred to 
call it "a Villa") in Morningside, and two 
days later he was buried in Greyfriajs Church-
yard. He had a younger brother, Peter Gar-
den, whom the "Landed Gentry" 6tates to have 
succeeded to the estate of Troup. This is an 
error as Peter died in October 1785, two months 
before his eldest brother, Alexander, then laird 
of Troup, and eight years before Francis. 

Peter Garden. 
Peter Garden was born in 1723. I t is pre-

sumed that he was the brother of the Laird of 
Troup who, acting as Factor for that estate 
in 1745, was then living in Brechin. If so, he 
must have been rather young for the post, 
being only 22. The next that is heard of him is 
that he was in Holland, presumably in business 
there, which most likely took him to Batavia, 
whence in October 1749, he wrote to his brother, 
Francis, complaining that he hadn't had a 
letter from him for a very long time. He 
yearns to be back in Scotland and hopes 
Francis is becoming a successful advocate. 
Whatever his business he apparently made 
money, for he ultimately returned to Scotland 
and bought the property of Delgaty in 1763 for 
£20,000. This estate had for 350 years belonged 
to the Erroll family. Peter Garden married 
Katherine Balneaves, whose mother repre-
sented the old family of Campbell of Glenlyon 
and inherited tha t property and by her had a 
family of five sons and six daughters. The 
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eldest son, Alexander, died, unmarried, in 1789, 
when the second son, Francis, became the 
owner of Delgaty and heir to his Uncle Francis 
ot Troup. All the other childreu of Peter 
Garden died young with the exception of one. 
Lt. Colonel Peter Garden of Johnston, who died 
in 1801, and four daughters; Helen, who 
married John Burnett of Elrick, Margaret, 
who married William Farquharson of Monalt-
rie, Mary, who became the wife of Thomas 
Burnett, advocate in Aberdeen, sometime pro-
prietor of Pa.rk, in the parish of Drumoak and 
of Kepplestone, and another who married John 
Orrok of Colpnay. Peter Garden is buried in 
Turriff Churchyard. 

Francis Garden, 6th of Troup, 
was served heir to his brother, Alexander of 
Delgaty, in 1790, to his uncle, Lord Gardenstone, 
as heir of Troup, in 1793, as heir of Elrick In 
1795, and he succeeded his brother Peter in 
Johnston in 1802. Further inheritances came to 
him in 1803 when he was served heir to his 
Uncle Henry Balneaves of Edradour, in 1807 he 
was returned heir to his grandfather, 
Henry Balneaves, and finally in the same 
year, he was served Heir of Taillie to his 
grand-uncle, David Campbell of Glenlyon, 
upon which occasion he assumed the name of 
Garden-Campbell. He applied to be enrolled as 
Free-holder of Aberdeenshire in 1790, describing 
himself as "the eldest son now in life of the 
deceased Feter Garden, late of Delgaty, my 
father ." 

Francis Garden of Troup joined the Army 
and was Captain in the 53rd Foot. In 1798 he 
sold Delgaty to James, 2nd Lord Fife, whose 
trustees resold the Castle and a certain portion 
of the lands of Ainslie Douglas Ainslie. Francis 
Garden married in 1788 Penelope, daughter of 

Richard Smyth of Ballinatray, Co. Waterford, 
and by her (who married secondly Major 
General Bruce) had one son, Francis Garden-
Campbell of Troup and Glenlyon, died 28th May 
1815. 

Francis Garden-Campbell, 7th of Troup. 
As the only son and heir of his father ho 

became owner of both Troup and Glenlyon. 
He was born in 1793 and married twice (1) 23rd 
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December 1815, Christian Forbes, daughter of 
Archibald Cumine of Auchry, by whom he had 
one daughter, Agnes, married John Kinloch, 
and two sons (1) Francis, who became the 8th 
Laird of Troup, and (2) Archibald, who mar-
ried Jane Cathcar t Ewing, daughter of Wil-
liam Taylor Cumine of Otago, New Zealand, 
and died in 1880, leaving a son, Francis Alex-
ander, who ultimately succeeded as the 10th 
Laird of Troup. Francis Garden-Campbell, 
7th of Troup married (2) 25th September 1822. 
Maria, second daughter of 'Major-General Pat-
rick Duff of Carnousie, by whom he had no 
issue. 

Francis Garden-Campbell, dying in June 
1826, was buried a t Turriff and was succeeded 
by his elder son 

Francis Carden-Campbell, 8th of Troup. 
Born 18th November 1818, he married on 18th 

July 1839, Georgina Anne, daughter of William 
Papwell Brigstocke of Birdcombe Court, M.P 
for Somerset, and died in 1848 leaving an only 
son 

Francis William Garden-Campbell, 
9th of Troup. 

Born 3rd October 1840, he served for a time 
in the Scots Guards and commanded the 
Banffshire A.V. He was also a J.P. and De-
puty-Lieutenant of Banffshire. He married 
twice (1) on 16th January 1863, Sara, youngest 

daughter of Denis Cavanagh, of Queen's 
County, who died in 1893, and (2) in 1894, Ellen, 
daughter of Charles Thorne. By neither wife 
did he have any issue, and dying in 1895, was 
succeeded by his first cousin (before men-
tioned) 

Francis Alexander Garden, 10th of Troup. 
Who dropped the name of Campbell as the 

estate of Glenlyon had been disposed of. He 
served in the 14th Hussars and became Captain 
in the 2nd Volunteer Battalion Gordon High-
landers. 

Born on 21st November 1869 he married, on 
9th April 1896, Isabella Mary Bedford, eldest 
daughter of Edmund Peel Kenyon of Dunedin 
New Zealand. He died in April 1913, leaving 
one son, Alexander, now of Troup, and two 
daughters (l) Janet , married 1929, Clemence, 
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elder son of William Hawk, of Kernock, St 
Mellion, Cornwall, and has issue, and (2) 
Isobel Maude, married 1923, Major Arthur 
Ludlam Cruickshank, with issue—one son. 

Alexander Garden, 11th of Troup. 
Born 15th October 1905, was educated at 

Glenalmond and is now in business a t Cupar-
Angus. He lives with his mother a t the Tore. 
Blairgowrie. 

Thus we have traced the history of one of 
the oldest families in Banffshire who are still 
landed proprietors at the present day. 
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