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W E D N E S D A Y , NOV. 28, 1883. 

M E E T I N G AT BANFF. 
THE monthly meeting of this Society was held on the 
evening of Wednesday last. There was a very good at-
tendance of members and their friends, among whom 
we were glad to see many ladies. Sheriff Scot t Mon-
crieff, one of the vice-presidents, occupied the chair. 
Af ter the minntes of last meeting had been read and 
approved of, t he Sheriff introduced 

The Rev. James Morrison, Free Church minister of 
the parish of Urquhar t , Elgin, who had very kindly 
consented to give an account of the archaeological finds 
made in t ha t parish during recent years. Mr Morri-
son's paper was listened to throughout with t h e most 
marked at tent ion and in t e re s t ; and all were not only 
instructed, b u t very much delighted with the specimens 
of articles of a bygone time, exhibited in such variety 
and abundance. Mr Morrison said t h a t he had sent up 
to our National Museum in Edinburgh a great many 
specimens, some of them his best finds, and of those 
he was able to show drawings ei ther in the 
transactions of the Antiquarian Society or in the cata-
logue of the Antiquarian Museum. The articles shown 
to the meeting consisted chiefly of stone i m p l e m e n t s -
chisels, hatchets , saws, knives, scrapers, and arrow and 
spear heads—almost all of them gathered from the 

fields of Urquhar t or from its ancient kitchen-middens, 
one of which covers more than an acre, and is largely 
made up of oyster shells.Of o ther materials ,Mr Morrison 
remarked tha t bronze was rare, and t ha t t he only two 
specimens—an axe and a pin—were now in the Elgin 
nnd tlie Antiquarian Museums." Very valuable finds of 
gold have been made in the parish. About twenty-five 
years ago a ploughman turned up, near a tumulus 
called the Law (always pronounced the Lia, like the 
lio in million), th i r ty armlets or neck rings of gold, 
formed of thin bands, spirally twisted and having re-
curved ends to hook into each other . Eight years 
ago, a surfaceman on the Highland Railway picked up 
a beaut iful gold lunette, ornamented with incised 
parallel and angular lines. The finder handed i t over to 
the authori t ies, and received £8 10s. in re turn , the value 
of the gold in i t . ' Mr Morrison gave the following 
account of his introduction to ' the antiquarian t rade" : 
—" One April day, a dozen years ago, I hud occasion to 
cross a corner of a field which had been recently 
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ploughed and harrowed to prepare i t for green crop. 
The previous day had been very tempestuons, aud the 
soil being dry, the wind had drif ted away the lighter 
portions of it, leaving the surface covered with small 
stones and gravel. I n crossing, I picked up some flint 
flakes, one of which had been rudely trimmed into a 
rough knife or spearhead. I was in a hurry , and had no 
time to examine t ha t day. Soon after, however, I went 
.back, and was delighted to find t ha t a portion of 
the field had evidently been a flint manufactory 
in the days of old. I picked up then and afterwards 
handfuls of flakes and chips of all shapes and sizes, and 
also several scrapers and a few arrowheads. I then pnt 
myself in communication with the grieve of the farm, a 
remarkably intelligent man, who gave me a celt which 
he had found, and told me of people who bad in their 
possession specimens of the same kind. From tha t 
t ime I began in my wanderings to question farmers, 
crofters, and ploughmen. I discovered six places where 
there had been flint manufactories, or, perhaps, villages 
of a people who largely used stone weapons and imple-
ments. ' In conclusion, Mr Morrison said—' I have, I 
hope, shown tha t in a very limited field, when well 
wrought, there will bo found not only numerous speci-
mens of all ordinary articles, but several of a rare and 
almost unique type. If in all the parishes of the nor th 
some one or two intelligent men would take an interest 
in the matter , I have no doubt tha t many valuable finds 
would reward thei r efforts. If ministers and teachers, 
who are coming daily in contact with the people, would 
inst i tute inquiries, they would be astonished a t t he 
discoveries they would make. All professional men are 
the bet ter of having some hobby to l if t them ou t of 
narrow professional ruts , and to broaden their sym-
pathies with the world at large. Mind and body are 
both benefited by change of labour, and one's proper 
work will be all t he bet ter done by nn occasional inroad 
on a domain outside the sphere of the profession or 
business to which the life may be devoted. (Applause.) 

Eev. Mr Bruce having complimented Mr Morrison on 
the high interest and practical character of his paper, 
proposed a vote of thanks, which was most cordially 
given to the reverend gentleman by the meeting. 

Thereaf ter a considerable amount of discussion took 
place, and many questions bearing upon the subject 
were p u t to the lecturer , who, f rom his ful l knowledge, 
was able to give very satisfactory answers to all. The 
gentlemen who took a leading par t in the discussion 
were the Eev. Mr Sutherland, Portsoy, a well known 
author i ty in archasology j t he Eev. Mr Davidson. Banff, 
and Mr Yeats, t he two la t ter gentlemen particularly 
drawing at tent ion to the superst i t ions connected with 
the subject . 

Mr Morrison incidentally referred to the fact t h a t 
Mr Ivison Macadam, Edinburgh, one of the honorary 
secretaries of the Geological Society, was at present 
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engaged in working out the problem of the mounds of 
slag found in various parts of the country. one of which 
the members of the Club who visited Cairnie last 
summer had then an opportunity of inspecting. 
These mounds are believed to consist of the refuse of 
iron smelting works, and in this connection Mr Morrison 
described the method of preparing charcoal for smelting 
or other purposes in pits now found occasionally among 
the heather. Mr Yeats said he had seen charcoal pre-
pared in the Cabrach in similar manner. I t is understood 
that Mr Macadam would be glad to have specimens of 
the contents of the smelting mounds forwarded to him. 

Mr P. Burnett showed some pretty specimens of flint 
arrow heads. 

After the nomination and election of several new 
members* the secretary having intimited that the "Rev. 
Mr Sutherland. Turriff, would read a paper on the 
'Antiquity of Man ' at next meeting, the proceedings of 
the evening came to an end with a vote of thanks to the 
chair. 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club


