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THURSDAY, MARCH 20, 1884. 

MEETING AT BANFF. 

THIS Club held i ts usual meeting on Thursday—Sheriff 
Scott Moncrieff in the chair. 

CAMPS. 

Mr YEATS read the following paper on this subject :— 
Considering tha t our Club has already during i ts short 
existence made several excursions to Portsoy and its 
neighbourhood, there is no need to inform this meeting 
tha t i t is a very interesting district. Our explorations 
have hi ther to been directed to the sea coast and its 
immediate neighbourhood, and seeing t ha t our excur-
sions along the coast have been directed by such com-
petent leaders as Mr Horne in geology, and Mr Spence 
and Mr Garland in antiquities, you will not be surprised 
though I shrink f rom provoking comparison with these 
gentlemen, and. steering clear of a field already so 
worthily occupied, invite you to accompany me to the 
top of the Hill of Durn. I t would be idle to pretend 
tha t th i s field can vie in interest with the rich variety 
of conglomerates, limestones, diorites, granites, schists, 
and serpentines of the sea coast. But still i t will not 
be found deficient in interest to the geologist. The 
traces of antiquity are so faint in some places, tha t a 
careless observer might walk over them without notic-
ing t h e m ; but they had probably already become 
obscured by the mists of antiquity before the strong-
holds of the Boyne or the Craig of Boyne were even 
thought of. 

The Hill of Durn forms the eastern extremity of a 
ridge running along the centre of Fordyce, beginning at 
Mill of Durn, and terminating at Hill End. A depres-
sion divides i t from the Hill of Fordyce which forms 
the western extremity of the ridge. Viewed from the 
east i t has a conical shape, and is moderately steep on 
the north, east, and south sides. On the west side the 
approach is easier, there being a gradual slope from the 
summit to the depression in the ridge before mentioned. 

The first object that strikes the observer approaching 
the hill from the east side is the quarry of quartzite, 
whose white cliff is a conspicuous featnre in the north-
east face of the hill, and is seen from a great distance. 
This quarry has been wrought to a considerable extent. 
The stones, afterr being cut into square blocks, are 
largely exported, to be used in the Staffordshire 
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potteries. The whole hill seems to consist of quartzite. 
The rock on the north-east side, where the quarries are, 
is of a brownish white, and that on the other parts of 
the hill is somewhat whiter in appearance. But this 
difference in colour most probably arises from the cir-
cumstance that the rock has only been quarried, at 
least to any great depth, on the north-east side, while 
the stones on the other parts of the hill are merely 
surface rocks that have been bleached white by long 
exposure to the atmosphere. The same sort of rock 
occurs in a quarry on the roadside between Portsoy and 
Cullen, near Kilnhillock, and the three Kings on the 
Links of Cullen are also composed of a similar kind of 
rock. 

On the east slope of the hill, on the farm of Damhead, 
is a quarry where steatite, or soap stone, is found. The 
rock here seems a continuation of the Portsoy serpen-
tine ; and, to an ordinary observer a t least, the soap 
stone seems to be serpentine in a state of decay. These 
two Quarries contain the chief features of geological 
interest on the hill, and should be seen by every visitor; 
particularly, as by varying his route in going and 
returning, he can examine both, and the Boggierow 
quarry besides, with almost no loss of time. 

We shall now suppose that the visitor has examined 
one of the quarries at the foot of the hill, and, leaving 
the other to bo taken in his descent, has made his way 
to the summit. On nearing the top, but little observa-
tion will serve to show him that there has been an 
enclosure of some sort here. What will most likely 
first attract his attention is the remains of a stone wall 
or rampart, now consisting of a circular line of white 
stones running round the comparatively level space on 
the top of the hill. But a careful observer will soon 
discover that this most prominent circular rampart had 
been strengthened by an inner and an outer work and 
that the flat space had been enclosed by three concentric 
circular lines of defence. To begin with the circle 
furthest down the hill, or the first line of defence. 
This seems to have been a trench only, with the exca-
vated material thrown down the hill, and is clearly 
traceable round the brow of the hill, with the exception 
of a few yards on the north-west side, where the traces 
are very faint. By careful pacing, the length of this 
trench is found to be 832 paces, and may be rouehlv 
stated at 800 yards. 

Going further up the hill we come to the next circle, 
which is still by far the most prominent, and seems to 
have formed the principal line of defence. I t seems to 
have been a stone wall, built of the loose quartzite 
atones which are so plentiful all over the hill. For 
the greater part of its length no trench is visible ; but, 
on the south-west side, which is the most accessible, 
there is a trench, considerably filled up, but still from 
two to three feet deep. I t extends to about 160 yards, 
and was probably an afterthought, as it appears to have 
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been formed outside the wall af ter i t had been built, 
and when it was seen tha t , on account of the easy 
access above mentioned, this par t of the wall was most 
likely to be attacked, and most difficult to defend. 
Exactly in the middle of this entrenched par t an open-
ing of some twelve feet is clearly observable, on seeing 
which we are led to examine the other two lines of 
defence, when we find t ha t there are similar openings in 
them also, not quite opposite i t is t rue, but sufficiently 
near to suggest t ha t they formed the entrances to the 
enclosures. Still the question remains whether they 
existed in the original enclosures or had been made by 
farmers and others for t he convenience of carting stones 
f rom the top of the hill. The investigator must now 
set his wits to work to see if any fu r the r light can be 
thrown on th is point, and, continuing his examination 
of this middle line of defence, he finds, on the north , 
west side, an exactly similar trench outside the line of 
stones, extending to about 30 yards, with another 
entrance of 12 feet exactly in i ts centre. The conclusion 
is thus forced upon him tha t one of the objects of these 
trenches was to strengthen the entrances. From the 
situation of th i s second entrance, opposite the steepest 
par t of t he hill, a probable conjecture is that i t had 
been used as a means of ingress and egress in times of 
special danger. There seems to have been no corre-

sponding opening in the outer trench at this po in t ; so 
t ha t an enemy at tempting to take this entrance would 
have hod to choose between making his way up the 
steep face of the hill and over the outer trench, and 
forcing the entrance of the outer trench on the south-
west side, in which case he would have had to run the 
gauntlet of both the outer and inner lines of defence 
before reaching i t . The length of this second line of 
defence or rampar t is found to be 764 paces. I t s dis-
tance above the outer line is abont 14 yards; but on the 
south-west side, opposite the main entrance, this dis-
tance is increased to 39 yards. I t may here be men-
tioned tha t , though in the main all the three lines may 
be described as circular, on this side the cnrve is rather 
t ha t of an ellipse than of a circle, this deviation from 
the circular form having been adopted to take advan-
tage of the configuration of the ground. On the south 
side of the middle line are three or four larger mounds 
of stones. They occur a t intervals of about 30 yards. 
But whether they are accidental, or mark the sites of 
small towers for defence or for signalling purposes, i t 
is difficult to say. 

Fu r the r up the hill, a t a distance of about 14 yards, 
is a th i rd line of defence, clearly traceable all the way 
round though of no great depth. There are very few 
stones on the sides of i t . and probably it had consisted 
of a t rench only. I t s diameter as compared with tha t 
of the second circle would be shortened by about 28 
yards, and without measuring i t we would perhaps be 
near the mark in stating i ts circumference at 680 yards 
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Leaving Durn, we shall now make a visit t o t h e foo t 
of Benachie. There, on a hill called Tillymuck, on t h e 
north side of Benachie, we will find a circular enclosure 
in some respects closely resembling t h a t on t h e Hill of 
Durn. This hill has also a somewhat conical shape, 
but is neither so high nor so steep as the Hil l of 
Durn. Viewed from a distance i t does no t look much 
of a hill, but this is because i t is dwarfed by the im-
mediate proximity of the lofty steep mounta in of 
Benachie. Like tha t mountain i t is wholly composed of 
red granite, blocks of which of all sizes lie thickly on 
almost all parts of i t s surface. On reaching the top, 
we find a considerable space of pre t ty level ground, 
round which is the remains of what seems to have a t 
one time been a stone rampar t . I t s site is clearly 
traceable by a mound of stones all round. There is no 
appearance of a t rench. The work seems to have 
consisted of a rampart of stones of no great size, few of 
them being larger than a strong man could easily carry . 
The circle has a diameter of 200 yards, and i ts circum-
ference is somewhat over 600 yards. There are no con-
centric circles as on the Hill of Durn. But on minute 
inspection there seems to have been a number of small 
circles on the nor th side, where the loose grani te blocks 
lie thickest. One must be careful not to let his imagi-
nation play tricks upon him. The loose stones are so 
thick on this par t t ha t a lively imagination might 
easily construct a circle anywhere. What really is seen 
is a small circular space comparatively f ree of stones, 
with a somewhat thicker line of stones round i ts bor-
ders. These spaces are about seven yards iu diameter , 
and the largest does not exceed nine yards. They had 
probably been the sites of ten ts or hu t s f rom which the 
stones had been cleared off for the comfort of the i r oc-
cupants. If they had been the sites of stone erections 
i t is likely that the lines of stones surrounding them 
would have been more marked than they are. 

The entrance to the enclosure is on t h e west side. 
There are also openings ou the south-west aud nor th-
east sides. But as these la t ter are in the line of an old 

cart track, i t is probable tha t they had been made for 
the convenience of carting peats from the hill of 
Benachie. Comparing the remains here with those on 
the Hill of Durn, i t is easy to see t ha t t he works here 
may have belonged to a ruder age. The stones com-
posing them could have been got without quarrying, 
and there is no evidence tha t any tool had been used in 
their construction, while the trenches on the "Hill 
of Durn must have been the work of people 
who had the command of implements suitable 
for excavation. But we must bear iu mind 
tha t these works may have continued to be used for 
many generations, and tha t when a new war arose, they 
had not only been repaired, but such additions and 
improvements made to them as increased engineering 
skill and experience suggested. From the Stat ist ical 
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Accounts and other works treating of Scotch antiquities, 
we find t ha t there are many traces of such works 
th roughout all par ts of t he country. M'Intosh, in his 
history of civilisation, mentions several of these fortified 
camps. * The largest hill fortress of native construc-
t ion in Scot land/ he says, ' i s t he one crowning the 
summit of the white Catherthurn, a conical hill in the 
nor thern par t of Forfarshire . ' And af ter describing i ts 
commanding situation, he continues, ' t he fortress 
itself consists of four concentric circles of stone. The 
innermost one has a diameter of 80 paces. The space 
within i t is flat, and completely protected by the great 
mound which encircles i t . This may be regarded as the 
citadel. Beyond it t he other ramparts and ditches 
surround the height in succession a t lower elevations. 
Altogether a large area is enclosed, affording scope for 
a numerous body of defenders. The amount of labour 
implied in the construction of th i s great work is almost 
incredible, and has strongly impressed every one who 
has examined i t / He also mentions a fort on Dunsin-
nane, with several concentric ramparts partly 
vitrified, and one on the Barmekyn of Echt, 
with five concentric circles. Of a smaller one 
in Badenoch. he says t ha t ' i t is among the most 
complete of t he hill fo r t s of Scotland ; t ha t i t s walls, 
built of schistose slate, were fourteen feet thick, and 
tha t some par ts of them are still fourteen feet high. In 
the new statistical account of Banffshire, we find men-
tion of ' vestiges of an intrenchment on the Conval Hill, 
called the Danish Camp/ in Mort lach; the remains on 
the hill of Durn, already described ; traces of encamp-
ments near the Auds of Boyndie, one of which the 
writer says ' may possibly have been a Roman camp; ' 
and the remains of the Danish camp near the old church 
of Gamrie. These are all the remains of such works 
tha t are mentioned in the volume for Banffshire. In 
the Aberdeenshire volume we are informed t h a t ' on the 
top of the hill of Bruxie, and a t Den of Howie, near 
Fet terangus, in Old Deer, there are traces of fortifica-
tions and encampments. ' The writer of the Auchterless 
account says—' The most remarkable remnant of anti-
quity connected with this parish is a camp on the farms 
of Buss and Logie-Newton, commonly supposed to have 
been of Roman origin. A great par t of what was 
formerly included within the walls is now improvèd. 
The south and west dykes only are entire. ' He speaks 
of a causeway leading westerly through Forgue, and of 
many heads of darts , commonly called elf-shots, tha t 
have been found in the neighbourhood. He fa r the r 
says, under the head of Druidical circles, ' t h a t they 
are pre t ty numerous in the pa r i sh / ' By far the most 
remarkable of these is si tuated on a considerable 
eminence on the farm of Logie-Newton, overhanging 
the Roman Camp, and called the Kirk-hill, probably 
from this cause. Three concentric circles may be dis-
tinctly t raced; the stones are very large and of a white 
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colour. A trench several hundred yards in length , 
called Cumine's trench, terminat ing about half-a-mile 
from the camp in a north-west direction, is sti l l dis-
tinctly marked, the di tch being in many places four 
feet deep/ The writer adds t h a t th i s was probably one 
of the Stations of the Cumines, before thei r defeat by 
Robert Brace's troops a t Strathbogie. If t h i s is so i t 
is a comparatively modern affair. Some t races of 
encampments were lately visible on the Hi l l of Sliach, 
in Drumblade, which, if no t erected, are supposed t o 
have been used by, Bruce's forces on this occasion. 
The remains of two circular camps were also to bè seen 
in the parish of Alford a t t h e date of t h e new statis-
tical account, 1843. They are said to have been even 
then nearly levelled by the plough, and probably they 
have by this t ime disappeared. Traces of an ancient 
camp are also said to have existed t o t h e nor th of t h e 
House of Pitcaple, in Chapel of Garioch. Ou the Hi l l 
of Barra, in the parish of Bourtie, are remains of what 
is called Cumming's Camp. I t is t h u s described ' The 
for t occupying the flat summit of the hill contains ful ly 
three acres of ground, and is surrounded with t h r ee 
nearly parallel walls of circumvallation, composed of 
earth aud stone.' The writer combats the idea t h a t i t 
belonged to the age o f . t h e Cummings, which he says 
affords nil vel simile aut secundum, and seems inclined 
to refer i t to Roman times. The Rev, M r Ellis 

-writes:—On the north-east side of the Hill of Cul-
salmond are the remains of a British encampment, pro-
tected on the north-west side of the hill by double 
lines of entrenchment, still very distinct. There are 
also still distinct traces of military works on t h e west 
bank of the glen water opposite to Cadden. Lines of 
entrenchment are also still visible on the east side of 
the hill and camp to protect i t on tha t quar ter , and , 
about two and a half miles nor th of the Bri t ish 
Camp is the Roman Camp at Glenmeallin, enclosing 
about 120 English ac res / This writer goes on to 
explain the situation of Roman posts along what he 
calls a paved Roman road, 14 feet wide, and concludes 
with the assertion t ha t ' it is certain t h a t they ( the 
Romans) had a station on the eastern summit of 
Benochie! This writer, i t will be seen, is strougly of 
opinion tha t the Romans had invaded Aberdeenshire, 
and many of the others proceed on the assumption 
t ha t there was a Roman iter with camps and posts a t 
convenient intervals through the centre of Lower 
Aberdeenshire. I cannot pretend to have mastered t h e 
controversy on this po in t ; but, in the present s ta te of 
my knowledge, I am strongly inclined to doubt whe ther 
the Romans were ever in tha t distr ict a t all. 

Traces of encampments are also said to exist on the 
Hill of Mortlich, in the parish of Aboyne and Glen-
tanner, and a t the foot o£ the Hill of Corse, in Lum-
phanan. The description of these remains given in 
such works as the Statistical Account or t he New 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



49 

History of Aberdeenshire is rather meagre; but perhaps 
any very minute description would have exceeded the 
space that could be allowed in works of that sort. The 
foregoing enumeration of places, where traces of old 
encampments are said to exist, is made chiefly with the 
view of calling attention to the subject, in hopes of 
inducing those who may have time and opportunity to 
examine and describe them. And if we were in posses-
sion of descriptions of a few of the principal of them, in 
which the details were given as accurately and minutely 
as possible, it is more than probable that we might be 
able to come to some satisfactory conclusion as to 
their age, their general plan, and the purposes for 
which thev were intended. 

Camps, like that on the hill of Durn, cannot be 
regarded as forming any sufficient defence against an 
enemy in themselves. Their security must have 
depended less on the strength of the works than on the 
number and bravery of their defenders. We can 
imagine that the garrisons of the hill forts, such as 
Dunnideer, would go to sleep with some sense of 
security, satisfied that even a very few defenders would 
be sufficient to keep the enemy at bay till they had time 
to arm themselves and take their posts, but, in the 
case of these open camps we can fancy that no man 
would go to rest without his weapons under his pillow 
or at least within easy reach of his hand. They were 
not fit to stand a regular siege by an enemy much 
superior in strength, as they had no supply of water 
within them nor even very near. I t is probable that 
in case of a foreign invasion or in times of danger, the 
whole inhabitants of a district collected in them for 
mutual protection and defence. Some have profanely 
suggested that they were merely cattle folds. Their 
situation and construction would certainly have 
rendered them inconvenient for such a purpose in time 
of peace. In time of war it is not only possible but 
highly probable that the inhabitants betook themselves 
with their most valuable effects, which in those rude 
times would consist mainly in cattle, to the friendly 
shelter of these bill camps. They had an area of 
several acres, and if report says true cattle and their 
owners can be found in some parts of Scotland at this 
day living harmoniously together in much less spacious 
habitations. 

On the motion of the Rev. Mr Davidson a vote of 
thanks was passed to Mr Yeats for his excellent 
paper. 

STONE CELTS. 

Mr GREIG, Sandlaw, exhibited three stone celts, one 
of which was found on his farm on Deveronside deeply 
embedded under the Boulder Clay. The celt found at 
Sandlaw was regarded with special interest. I t was 
of kaolin, and extremely rare, if not almost unique. 
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