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THURSDAY, MAY 20, 1884 . 

MEETING AT B A N F F . 

A MEETING of this Club was held on Thursday evening 
—Mr Ramsay in the chair. 

Major Duff of Drummuir was elected a member of 
the Club. 

I t was reported tha t Mr Spence, who has been 
Secretary since the formation of t h e Club, being about 
to leave Banff for Peterhead, had a t a meeting of the 
Council on 4th April intimated his resignation of t h e 
office of secretary; and the Council recommended t o 
the meeting that there be elected as his successor Mr 
Yeats. On the motion of Mr Chisholm, seconded by 
the Chairman, Mr Yeats was thereupon unanimously 
elected to the office of Secretary. The post of t r easure r 
being vacated by Mr Yeats, Mr James Forbes, solicitor, 
moved tha t Mr Hossack, solicitor, be appointed Trea-
surer, which being seconded by the Chairman, was 
unanimously agreed to. 

THE JOINT MEETING AT NAIRN. 
There was read a le t ter from the Secretary of t h e 

Nairn Club intimating t ha t t he joint meeting of t h e 
Northern Scientific and Literary Societies was to be 
held at Nairn on Friday and Saturday the 25th and 26th 
July, and inviting members of this Club t o join t h e 
meeting, and asking tha t members who intended t o read 
papers at the Club should intimate same before t h e 
15th June. The circular intimated tha t on the Fr iday 
there would he a visit to the Nairn Museum, t o the 
town of Nairn, and other objects of interest in tbo 
neighbourhood, and a meeting in the afternoon for t h e 
reading and discussion of papers, followed by a public 
supper in the evening. On the Saturday the re would 
lie a drive along the valley of the Nairn, including such 
points as Kilravock Castle, Holme Rose, and Cantray 
mansion-houses, field of Culloden, Clava Stone Circles, 
shell-bed at Dairy, Boulder of Tomreach, Hill F o r t s 
and Valley Terraces of the Nairn, Auchindoune, Cawdor 
Castle—returning in t ime to catch the east and west 
t rains. 

An opinion was expressed t ha t the Nairn meeting 
was certain to prove most interesting, and deserved all 
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suppor t ; and i t was stated tha t papers would probably 
be forthcoming from some members of the Club. 

RÀTIONALE OF GOTHIC ARCHITECTURE. 
Mr BRUCE, architect , Banff, then read a paper on the 

Rationale of Gothic Architecture. Great contrariety 
of opinion prevails as to the real nature and character 
of the style. One class describes the style as Chris-
t i an ; another regards i t as pre-eminently English, or 
German, or F rench ; while others style i t Teutonic; 
some regard i t as an expression of Feudalism ; and 
others speak of i t as the f ru i t of the Crusades. The 
t r a t h is, t h a t t he Gothic style arose from the applica-
tion of good sound common sense to plain practical 
requirements. Though France, especially that part of 
which Paris was the focus, the actual centre of the 
Frankish monarchy, may be said to be the cradle of 
Gothic architecture, still the style is no less an Eng-
lish style than a French. Each country worked out 
the style in i t s own way, treating i t in a distinctly dif-
ferent manner, in a way peculiarly its own. French 
Gothic is as different from English Gothic, both in 
its development and in its artist ic feeling, as English 
is from German, although in each case the elements 
are the same. The Gothic of York Minster, Wor-
cester, Lichfield, Lincoln, Salisbury, Elgin, and a 
hundred others is our own. They are as much Eng-
lish as the old Parthenon was Greek. To judge of the 
practical reasonableness of a style of architecture, it is 
not enough to prove tha t i t answers i t s purpose. The 
question is, Whether tha t purpose is provided for by 
means consistent with common sense, with the laws of 
nature, with the properties of the materials at hand, and 
without an expenditure of labour or material propor-
tionate to the ult imate result . I do not restr ict the 
question here to merely utilitarian results, but admit 
the ar t is t ic element in a degree proportionate to the 
rank and purpose of the building. Gothic architecture 
is an arcuated style, as opposed to the trabeated con-
struction of t he Greeks and Egyptians. The distin-
guishing feature of t h e style is, as we all know, the 
pointed arch. The early Greeks and Egyptians used 
most nobly the means of spanning openings, with 
which they were best acquainted, and for which 
their enormous quarries of marble and granite sup-
plied them with abundance of material suited to 
their requirements ; bu t such a mode of construc-
tion is manifestly very costly, dependent upon na-
tura l facilities of a most exceptional kind, and very 
limited in i ts application. Our mediaeval builders were 
quite unable to find materials, except a t enormous cost, 
of sufficient size and strength to carry out a trabeated 
style. They must either reduce the space to be spanned 
by placing their columns much nearer each other, and 
thus allowing the use of a shorter architrave, or l intel ; 
or relieve the weight over the architrave, and thus be 
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