
T r a n s a c t i o n s 

OF THE 

B A N F F S H I R E FIELD CLUB. 

THE 
STRATHMARTINE 

TRUST 

The support of The Strathmartine Trust toward 
this publication is gratefully acknowledged. 

www.banffshirefieldclub.org.uk 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club

http://www.banffshirefieldclub.org.uk


95 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16, 1884. 

ANNUAL MEETING AT BANFF. 

THE annual meeting of the Ciub was held on Thurs-
day evening—the Rev. Walter Gregor, Pitsligo, presi. 
dent of the Club, in the chair. 

Mr Teats , secretary, read his report as follows :— 
When the rule, tha t the secretary should read a report 
a t the annual meeting in October, was framed, i t was 
considered by the council tha t this would be the best 
means of preserving a record of the work done by the 
Club. But, thanks to the Banffshire Journal, we have 
now got such a record of our proceedings, as perhaps 
few similar societies can boast of. So fully is every-
thing we say and do recorded in our printed transac-
tions tha t i t seems impossible to to me any report that 
would throw additional light upon our affairs. Perhaps 
the very completeness of onr reports is in one way a 
disadvantage. The knowledge that all that is most 
important in the papers read at our meetings wiil be 
embraced in the printed reports has rarhaps a tendency 
to make the attendance at our monthly meetings less 
punctual than i t would otherwise be. If this surmise 
is correct the result is to be regretted. I t is certainly 
not encouraging to one who has spent much time and 
labour in preparing a paper, and has perhaps come a 
considerable distance to deliver it, to find a very small 
audience to listen to i t . Reading papers a t home is all 
very well j and if the reports of our transactions are 
not read, there is no use in printing them. But reading 
a paper at home is quite a different thing from hearing it 
read by the writer or by some one conversant with the 
subiect on which i t t reats. And in cases where papers 
are illustrated by specimens or diagrams, half the 
meaning of them is lost when these accessories are 
wanting. I would, therefore, respectfully impress upon 
members tha t i t would be not only courteous to the 
gentlemen who favour us by reading papers, but also 
an advantage to themselves, to be as punctual as pos-
sible in their attendance. During last winter session, 
the Club held seven meetings, a t which ten papers 
were read, some of which were of great interest. They 
were all archaeological ; though some of them, such as 
the paper on ' Folk L o r e ' and Mr Bruce's paper on 
Gothic Architecture, have an interest apart altogether 
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from their archaeological value. Dar ing the summer , 
t he Club has had excursions t o Ki ldrummy and Desk-
ford, and a considerable number of the members at-
tended the joint meeting of Scientific Societies a t 
Nairn, and took a creditable par t in carrying out t he 
programme. Though no paper has been read on geo-
logy during the pas t year, t h a t science has no t been 
neglected. Mr Horne, who has rendered so many 
valuable services to the Club, has made good progress 
in collecting specimens of the rocks of the distr ict , and 
arranging them in the Museum. Mr Horne has spared 
neither t rouble nor expense on th is collection, which, 
when completed, will be an invaluable boon to f u t u r e 
s tudents of the geology of the dis tr ic t . Nine new 
members have joined t h e Club dur ing the y e a r ; an ad-
dition which will probably more t han counterbalance 
our losses from members leaving t h e locality and other 
causes. I t is to be hoped tha t every member will do 
wbat he can to induce others to join t h e Club, as, 
without an infusion of new blood, Societies like ours 
soon become enfeebled, and finally cease to exist. I t 
would be an unpardonable omission to close th i s re-
por t without adverting to the great loss sustained by 
the Club in the removal of our late Secretary, Mr 
Spence, to another par t of t he country . Mr Spence 
was one of those who took an active pa r t in s ta r t ing 
the Club, and has all along been unremit t ing in his 
efforts to promote i t s interests. For his services, both 
as an office-bearer and as a member, he has earned our 
best thanks, and I am sure he is followed to h i s new 
home by our best wishes for his fu tu re happiness and 
success. 

Mr Hossack, treasurer, submitted his report for t h e 
year. I t showed t h a t the income (including a small 
balance of 7s.) had been £19 16a. 1d., and the expendi-
ture bad been £16 U s . 2d., leaving a balance of £ 3 4s. 

11d. 
Thanks were voted to Mr Yeats and to Mr Hossack 

for their services. 
The PRESIDENT, reviewing the work of the year , said 

—The Club has done much good work during the pas t 
year. Ten papers, bearing mostly on local subjects , 
have been read, and two excursions of much interest 
have been made. The first paper of t he session was by 
the Eev. James Morrison on 'Archaeological F inds ' in 
the parish of Urquhar t . Morayshire, and was i l lustrated 
by many specimens. The second paper was by the Rev. 
James Sutherland, Turriff , on the ' Antiquity of Man. ' 
As was to be looked for from the na ture of the paper, i t 
created a good deal of discussion, for it seemed to run 
counter to the convictions of all t ha t is most sacredly 
cherished by not a few. I t is well, however, t h a t every 
subject should be discussed, and discussed calmly, for 
t he sake of reaching the t r u t h , even though our most 
cherished convictions should be shaken or overthrown 
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