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FRIDAY, MAY 15, 1885. 

MEETING AT BANFF. 

A MEETING of the members of tbis Club was held in 
the Academy Buildings, Banff, on Friday evening. 
Sheriff Scott Moncrieff occupied the chair. 

' EARTH SOUNDS' IN ABERDEENSHIRE. 
The following paper, communicated by Rev. Mr 

Tindal, Kinellar, was read by Mr Yeats, the secretary:— 
On the evening of the 19th of June 1883, a very 

remarkable subterranean sound was heard close to 
Greenalehouse Cottages, on the farm of Cairntradlyn. 
in the parish of Kinellar, Aberdeenshire. In one of 
these Cottages the farm cattleman was sitting after 
supper, when his attention was attracted by a sound 
which he took to be the rumbling of a cart, the 
wheels of which were rather loose on the axle. 
The sound lasting for some time, his wife looked out. to 
see whence i t proceeded, and an exclamation that it was 
coming from the seed turnips iu front of the house 
brought her husband to the door. He perceived not 
only that the sound was proceeding from the earth at 
the place indicated by his wife, but also that i t was 
travelling. Not being able to reach the spot on account 
of the crop, but observing that the sound had advanced 
from the turnips into a patch of tares, and was progres-
sing parallel to the road leading from the farm to the 
cottages, he went into his garden to meet it as it issued 
from the tares. I t entered the garden, passed right 
under his feet, and away through the adjoining field for 
fully a dozen yards, coming to a stop at a point where a 
mare stood graziug, and causing the startled animal to 
spring from the ground. The sound resembled tha t 
which would be caused by a strong stick being rapidly 
knocked against the opposite sides of a cask. I t s dura-
tion was from five to ten minutes, the direction of its 
course from west to east, aud the distance which the 
cattleman observed i t to traverse was fully fifty yards. 

The occupants of the adjoining cottage heard the 
sound, but supposed it to be the beating of a drum, and 
did not look out. The Cairntradlyn grieve and men 
heard the sound from the steading, aud thought it was 
caused by two persons knocking in rapid succession on 
tbo roof of a wooden shed on the hill of Caskieben. 
They observed some horses in a field beside the den of 
Cairntradlyn, about a quarter of a mile south of the 
cottages, gallop off in a southerly direction when tho 
sound began. At Kinellar Manse, tho sound was sup-
posed to he caused by the beating of carpets, but was 
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considered unusually loud and rapid. At Muir of 
Kinellar and Dryston, a mile dis tant f rom Greenale-
house, t he sound was very distinctly heard, and is 
described by one person as resembling the noise made 
by t h e fal l of an old rubble dyke and by another as 
being like the firing of a feu-de-joie by volunteers. 

Af ter some conversation on the subject of ' E a r t h 
Sounds / a vote of thanks was awarded t o Rev. Mr 
Tindal for the paper. 

PLACE NAMES I N B A N F F S H I R E . 

Mr JOHN MACDONALD, banker. Buckie, read the th i rd 
and last of a series of papers on Place Names. H e said 
—Having in the previous papers t rea ted of the topo-
graphy of the lower dis t r ic ts of t h e county, I propose 
in the present t o refer to the more prominent names in 
the distr icts of Boharm, Mortlach, Cabrach, Kirk-
michael, and Inveraven. 

The name Boharm, in i t s present form, is far removed 
from what the old name is said t o be, viz., Buchairn. 
In the Statistical Account of t h e parish, t he following 
explanation (which appears to me t o be a correct one) 
is given:—* The name, Bucharin, Bucharn, Boharme, 
Boharm, is said in the former Account and in Shaw's 
History to signify in Gaelic • t he bow round t h e hill , ' 
and this is very descriptive of t h e parish as now consti-
tuted, for, the Spey being the boundary on the west , 
and the mountain Benagen rising almost abrupt ly f rom 
the bed of the river, t he cultivated pa r t of t he parish 
consists chiefly of a circular valley on the south , east, 
and nor th sides of the hill. But as th is description is 
only partially applicable t o the d is t r ic t so named of old, 
t he old parish containing only one-half of t h e bow, one 
is ra ther inclined to seek ano ther derivation, and t o 
suppose t ha t the castle, whence, we have seen, t he 
parish had i ts origin, took i ts name f rom i t s own situa-
tion, and bestowed it on i ts dependent dis t r ic t . I t 
stood on the point where t h e brook Altarn, now 
Aldernie, tha t is " t h e burn of a lders ," flows into the 

Fiddich, which jus t a t t ha t point takes a very singular 
tu rn in i ts course. Hence, perhaps, Bucharn or " t h e 
bend of the alder s t ream," for the name of the castle, 
and so from the castle to the parish which i t originated. ' 

Auchlunkart was a name which always refused i ts 
secret t o me, unti l I learned t h a t ' Ache lna thork ' was 
the old name. The derivation of th i s name is perfect ly 
clear, and is no other than A-choill-na-tore, which 
means ' t h e wood of the Boars. ' Arndilly also is a 
modern form of the old name ' Ardentol , ' which is a 
corrupt ion of the Gaelic roots Ard-an-t-sul, which 
means ' t he height of t he view.' Arndilly is mos t 
probably a corruption of Ard-an-t-sheall-idh (pronounced 
Ardenthelly,) which has a similar meaning. Benaigan, 
as already noticed, is f rom Bein and Eagan, which 
means * a notch or hollow,' and therefore th i s name 
means the hill wi th the notches or crevices. Knock-
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