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This brief account of t he alti tudinal distribution of 
the flowering plants cf Banffshire may give you some 
idea of the floral wealth of the dis t r ic t in which we 
reside. "Various contributions have been made to the 
botany of the county a t different times, and these were 
gathered together in Professor Dickie's ' Guide.' But 
the l ist given there is meagre and deficient, more 
especially in the Cryptograms, and a complete guide to 
the botany of Banffshire is still a desideratum. The 
dr i f t of science at the present moment is so strongly 
towards s t ructura l botany, the physiology and morph-
ology of plants, t ha t there is some danger of botany as 
a field science being neglected for microscopical know-
ledge of plant growth. In the preparation of a botany 
of the county there is a grand field to be worked by 
lovers of flowers, while the ferns, mosses, liverworts, 
lichens, algae, and fungi still wait to be accurately 
catalogued and classified. Let me express the hope 
tha t by the combined efforts of our field clubs some 
approximation may yet be made to such a desirable end. 

On the motion of Rev. Mr Davidson, a vote of thanks 
was accorded to Mr Bruce for his admirable paper. 

E L E C T I O N O F O F F I C E - B E A R E R S . 

The meeting then proceeded to elect office-bearers 
for next year, when the retir ing president proposed as 
his successor Mr James Spence, Peterhead. The motion 
was seconded by Ex-Provost Duncan and carrried by 
acclamation. On the motion of Mr Hossack, the Rev. 
W. S. Bruce, Banff; the Rev. Wal ter Gregor, Pitsligo ; 
the Rev. John Miln*», King Edward ; Sheriff Scot t 
Moncrieff; Mr Bamsav, St Leonards ; and Mr Horne, 
geological snrvey, were elected vice-presidents On the 
motion of the Bev. James Davidson, seconded by Bailie 
Wat t , Mr Yeats was elected secretary, Mr Hossack, 
treasurer, and Mr George Davidson, assistant secretary. 
On the motion of Mr Forbes, the Bev. James Davidson, 
Mr Robert Sheriffs, wood merchan t ; Mr George A. 
Bruce, a rchi tec t ; Mr John Allan, solici tor; and Mr 
Andrew L. Nicol, were elected members of council. 
On the motion of Mr Ramsay, seconded by Mr Yeats, 
t he Rev. D. C. Boyd, Portsoy ; t he Rev. James Suther-
land, Tur r i f f ; t he Rev. Alex. Bremner, Fyvie ; and 
Messrs James Lawson, Huntly; Alex.Thurburn, Keith ; 
John Macdonald, Buckie; William Cramond, Cullen ; 
A. W. Farquhar , Gamrie ; and James S. Findlater , 
Balvenie; were elected corresponding members or 
local secretaries. On the motion of the Bev. James 
Davidson, seconded by Bailie Smith, a hear ty vote of 
thanks was accorded to the Rev. W. S. Bruce for 
presiding, as well as for t he valuable services he had 
rendered to the Club, as president, during the past 
year. 
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