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THURSDAY, November 26, 1885. 

M E E T I N G A T B A N F F . 

THE usual monthly meeting of this Club was hold in 
the Public School Buildings on Thursday evening—Mr 
Ramsay, in tho absence of tho president, in the chair. 
After the usual routine business, a paper was read by 
the Rev. Wm. Temple, Forgue, on 

F Y V I E , ITS C A S T L E , P R I O R Y , K I R K , AND B U R G H . 

Mr Temple described the situation of the Castle, 
noticing the Preston, Seton, Meldrum, and Gordon 
towers, erected by the different families of these names 
who bad owned the Castle and adjacent lands. Fyvie 
Castle, or a predecessor of it, on or near tho same site, 
was the chief seat of the Thanage of Formartine, and 
one of the royal residences of the Kings of Scotland. 
The earliest notice Mr Temple had been able to find of 
Fyvie Castle is the year 1211 or 1214. I t is in a charter 
given by William the Lion to the monks of Dunferm-
line, of the Church of Abercromby in Fife. I t is dated 
' a t Fyvie,' 1211-1214. The next notice of Fyvie is in 
the reign of Alexander I I . , who is found at bis own 
castle a t Fyvie granting a charter, conferring on the 
monks of St Thomas, Aberbrothock, the church 
of Bethelny, now called Meldrum. Among tho 
witnesses are to be found Peter Byset, John 
Byset, and Walter Byset, a family who were long 
in great favour with the Alexanders, and who, 
amongst their numerous possessions in ROBS, Banff, 
and Aberdeen, had probably one of their seats 
a t Lessendrum. In 1286, the Thanage of For . 
martine was held by Eeginald Cheyne, who 
held the Thanage on lease. He was sheriff of 
Kincardine in 1242, and was afterwards chamberlain. 
The rent which Reginald Cheyne paid was 120 merks. 
In 1296, Fyvie Castle was one of the stages in the 
progress of King Edward I . through Scotland. After 
the death of Reginald Cheyne other personages are 
found in the possession of the Thanage of Formartine 
and the forest thereof. The castle itself passed into the 
hands of Robert the Bruce. Among the missing charters 
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of Robert the Bruce there is one to John Brown of the 
Thanage of Formart ine. In 1325 the Park of Fyvie is 
called the King's Park . Between 1370-1380, Formar-
tine was conferred by Robert I I . on his son, the 
Steward of Scotland, af terwards the ill-fated Robert 
I I I . , who soon resigned them to his cousin, Sir James 
Lindsay. Lindsay was a relative of the Royal Family, 
his mother being Egidia, sister to Robert I I . His 
wife was Margaret Keith, daughter of William Keith. 
Marischal of Scotland. He died in 1397 without male 
issue, bu t left two daughters , who inherited certain 
r ights in the lands and Castle of Fy vie. Both daughters 
married. One, Lady Margaret , became the wife of 
Thomas Colville of Oxenham. The other , Lady 
Euphemia, became the wife of Sir J o h n Herr ies of 
Terreagles. Both ladies disposed of thei r r ights in 
Fyvie to their uncle, Sir Henry de Preston, who had 
married their aunt . Lady Elizabeth, sister to Sir 
James Lindsay. Sir Henry was the builder of the 
tower of the castle which bears his name, and, 
doubtless, embodied in the building, the old Royal 
residence. Sir Henry died in 1433, leaving two 
daughters, co-heiresses in the Thanage of Forrmartine. 
One daughter, Mariote, married Sir John Forbes, Bon 
of Sir Alexander Forbes, Knight . She was a widow in 
1420, and on 6th J u l y of t ha t year, as daughter and 
one of the heiresses of Sir Henry de Preston, granted a 
charter to the said Sir John of one-half of t h e barony 
of Formartine. This par t is called Tolquhon, where 
Mariote'e descendants were for many years, and they 
are now. represented in the male line by the Rev. Henry 
Forbes Leith of Whitehaugh. Fyvie, or the other 
par t of the Thanage, containing Fyvie Castle, came to 
Alexander Meldrum, who married t h e other daughter 
of Sir Henry de Preston. He was of the family of 
Meldrum of Meldrum, a descendant of Phi l ip do 
Fedaig, who flourished in the neighbourhood of Mel-
drum in the thir teenth century, which family is still 
represented in the female line by Urquhar t of Meldrum. 

Mr Temple proceeded to give succinct notices of the 
members of the Meldrum family who held the Castle of 
Fyvie. Alexander Meldrum, who, as we have said, 
married one of the daughters of Sir Henry de Preston, 
appears as Lord of Fyvie in 1438. William Meldrum, 
the son probably of Alexander, is mentioned in an 
assedation of the t i thes of Fyvie about 1475. He 
married Elizabeth Barclay, and died before 1508, 
leaving two sons—George, who became his successor, 
and Thomas, who obtained the lands of Eden. George 
Meldrum of Fyvie was the greatest of all t he members 
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of his house. He married in 1481 Elizabeth Innes, 
daughter of James Innes of Innes. There is a letter of 
Bailliery of the Vodend of Fyvie, in which George 
Meldrum appoints Robert Innes of Rothnakyny * the 
very lawful and undoubted baillie of the lands of 
Vodend.' This deed is signed George Meldrum, mann 
propria (with my own hand), showing that he was 
an educated man at a time when learning was despised. 
George Meldrum received the honour of knighthood, 
and he is mentioned by Lesley as ' ane valiant and ane 
wise gentleman.' He was sent in 1544 by the Governor 
of Scotland to the King of England, then personally 
engaged in the siege of Boulogne. He left three sons, 
of whom the eldest, Alexander, resigned his rights to 
William, who succeeded to Meldrum in 1555. He is 
mentioned in a deed where he is designated ' William 
Meldrum, son and heir apparent of George Meldrum 
de Fyvie.' In this deed, the father dispones, with his 
son's consent, to George Garden, petitioner, of Dor-
laithers, the land of Halton of Auchterless. George 
Meldrum, fifth of Fyvie, is mentioned in a bond of 
caution granted by Patrick Barclay of Towie for 
William Barclay of Myleseggat, his brother, that 
George Meldrum of Fyvie and others shall be harm-
less of said persons, under the pains contained in 
the king's letters of lawburrows, raised thereanent 
by the said George Meldrum and others. In this 
deed, which is subscribed at Turriff in 1589.60, 
there are to be seen nearly the whole clan of 
the Meldrums, viz., George Meldrum, of Fyvie; 
William Meldrum, of Montcoffer; Andrew Meldrum, of 
Drumbreck; George Meldrum, yr. of Drumbreck; 
Andrew Meldrum, his brother; John Meldrum, his 
b ro ther ; Alexander Meldrnm, of Bogheids ; Robert, of 
Cowhill ; William, of Baddenscoth ; George, of Logie 
Auldtown; John, of Tillycairn, &c. No known de. 
scendants of these persons mentioned now exist. The 
next laird of Fyvie is Andrew Meldrum, probably the 
brother of George. This Andrew Meldrum, who was 
the sixth and last of Fyvie, appears in a document of 
date October 10, 1593, as ' the undoubted patron of the 
Chaplaincy of St Ninian's in the Parish Church of St 
Nicholas, Aberdeen,' presenting Andrew King to the 
chaplaincy with all its rights, vacant by the death of 
Alexander Allerdes. 

The property of Fyvie, after having been in the posses-
sion of the Meldrums for 160 years or thereby, now passes 
from the Meldrums to the Setons, Lords of Fyvie and 
Earls of Dunfermline. The first Earl of Dunfermline 
was a man of great eminence. He travelled a great 
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deal in early life on t h e Cont inent , and applied himself 
t o t h e study of t h e law, in which he was a great p ro . 
ficient. Re tu rn ing home, he waa in 1585 appointed by 
King J a m e s VI . , wi th whom he was a great - favour i te , 
an Ex t r ao rd ina ry Lord of Session, and in 1587, one of 
t h e Sena tors of t h e College of J u s t i c e . Sometime 
a f t e rwards , he was made P res iden t of t h e Court of 
Session, o n ' t h e dea th of P res iden t Baillie. M r Temple 
recounted a remarkable incident which occurred in t h e 
Cour t of Session dur ing t h e Pres idency of Lo rd Fy vie. 
A case was being t r i ed of a M r Bruce , a P resby te r i an 
clergyman who bad incur red t h e r e sen tmen t of t h e 
King, and had had a pension s topped by t h e King , 
which consisted of 24 chalders of v ic tual , and bad been 
given to him under t h e seals ou t of t h e r e n t s of t h e 
Abbey of Arbroa th . M r Bruce went t o law with t h e 
King, and, t h e sovereign being p resen t in cou r t , openly 
dared t h e J u d g e to decide agains t h im. Lord Fyvie, 
cour t ier t hough he was, and t h o u g h a repu ted Roman 
Catholic, rose a t once, as p res iden t of t h e cour t , and 
informed t h e King t h a t , a l t hough His Ma jes ty migh t 
remove h im and t h e o the r judges f r o m the i r offices, ye t 
he had no power to compel t h e i r j udgmen t s , and t h a t 
t hey would do just ice against His Ma jes ty himself . 
"With t h i s opinion t h e o t h e r judges concurred , much to 
the chagrin of t h e monarch . I n 1593 Lord Fyvie was 
en t rus ted with t h e tui t ion of t h e young Pr ince H e n r y 
til l he went to England in 1603. I n 1604 Lord Fyv ie 
was appointed Lord High Chancellor of Scotland on 
t h e resignation of Montrose , and he was raised to the 
earldom of Dunferml ine by a p a t e n t da t ed M a r c h 4, 
1605-6. H e acquired a vas t es ta te , and bad many 
baronies besides Fyvie . H e was also fo r n ine yeara Lord 
Provost of t b e city of E d i n b u r g h , and was appointed 
keeper of Holyrood Palace. H e was t h r i ce mar r ied , and 
had children by each of his wives. H e died in J u n e 1622. 
a t his seat a t Pinkie , near Musse lburgh , which he had 
bu i l t for himself . H e was t h e bui lder of t b e Seton 
tower a t Fyvie . H e was succeeded in h i s peerage and 
his es ta tes by his son Charles , who was Commissioner 
to t h e General Assembly of the K i r k held a t S t Andrews 
in 1642. H e was also Gent leman of t b e Bedchamber to 
Charles I , and was Lord Pr ivy Seal of Scot land . I t 
was du r ing his possession of t h e e s t a t e s t h a t Mont rose 
paid his visit t o Fyvie in 1646. A f t e r t h e execut ion of 
Charles I , Charles , Ear l of Dunfe rml ine , wen t t o t h e 
Cont inent , b u t r e t u r n e d with Charles I I . I n 1669, be 
was appoin ted an Ex t r ao rd ina ry Lord of t h e Session, 
and, in 1670, be was appointed Lord Pr ivy Seal. H e 
marr ied a daugh te r of t h e E a r l of Mor ton , and died in 
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Jan . 1673. He was succeeded by his son Alexander, third 
Lord Fyvie and third Earl of Dunfermline. Alexander 
did not long enjoy the honours and the 
estates, and was succeeded by his younger 
brother James. This peer for several years lived at 
Fyvie in great splendour, but, being sincerely attached 
to James VII., he accompanied him in bis exile. 
When Dundee raised the Highlanders in favour of King 
James, Lord Fyvie joined Dundee with a troop of horse 
and fought a t their head at the battle of Killiecrankie. 
For the part he toot in the politics of the day, he was 
outlawed, and his estates were forfeited to the Crown 
n 1690. 

The lands continued to be held by the Crown until 
1726, when they were exposed for sale, and purchased 
by William, second Earl of Aberdeen. The lands of 
Fyvie were held for some time by the second son of the 
second Earl of Aberdeen, namely, the Hon. William 
Gordon, who was a general in the army, and who 
improved the ancient Castle by repairing it, and adding 
on the site of the Old Chapel the tower which now 
bears the name of the Gordon Tower. At his death in 
1816. the lands of Fyvie passed to his son William 
Gordon, who was a great scholar and antiquary, and to 
him in a great measure is owing the complete and 
learned account of the parish of Fyvie, which is pub. 
lished in the Statistical Account for Aberdeenshire. 
He died unmarried in 1847, when he was succeeded by 
his cousin, Charles Gordon, who wns son of Alexander, 
the fourth son of the second Earl of Aberdeen. This 
Alexander Gordon was appointed a Lord of Session in 
1788, under the title of Lord Rockville, and married 
Anne, daughter of William Duff of Crombie, and 
widow of the Earl of Dumfries and Stair. 
Charles Gordon of Fyvie married, June 1800, Elizabeth, 
widow of William Clutton, Esq., and was succeeded in 
Fyvie by two of his three sons, the late Colonel W. 
Cosmo Gordon, who died in 1879, and Captain A. H. 
Gordon, who died on March 5,1884 These two gentle-
men were predeceased by tbeir younger brother, Mr 
Charles William Gordon, M.P., who died in 1863. On 
the death of Captain Alexander H. Gordon, the suc. 
cession opened up to the present owner, Sir Maurice 
Duff Gordon, who is grandson of Sir William Duff 
Gordon, second son of Alexander, Lord Rockville, 
already mentioned. 

Mr Temple gave an account of the visit of the 
leaguer of Fyvie in 1616 by Montrose. 

Thereafter he gave very full notes respecting the 
Priory of Fyvie, which stood on a rising ground on the 
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north bank of the Ythan, near the Par ish Church, and 
about a mile from Fyvie Caatle. There are now little 
more than the indications of the si te of the chape], on 
which was erected in 1868 an Iona cross, bearing the 
following inscr ipt ion:—'This cross is erected by 
William Cosmo and Mary Grace Gordon of Fyvie, A.D. 
1868, to mark the site of t he ancient Priory of St 
Mary, founded 1179, and in memory of James Hay 
Chalmers, who died 1867." According to the au thor of 
t he view of the diocese, Fyvie Priory was founded by 
King William the Lion for the order of t he Benedic. 
tines, af ter tbe model of Tours, like those of Aber-
brothock, to which tbe House of Fyvie belonged. 
According to another account i t was founded in 1179 
by Fergus, Ear l of Buchan. I t is very likely t ha t the 
King and the Ear l both took par t in the original 
foundation, the former confirming what the other had 
done; but i t was founded in a more substantial manner 
about a century later, by the bestowal upon i t of broad 
acres by Reginald Cheyne the Fi rmer of Formartine. 
In 1285 there is an ordinance to Henry Cheyne, Bishop 
of Aberdoen, granting to the religious men of the 
religious house of Ardlogie all the re turns and proceeds 
of the vicarage of Fyvie. The monks of the Priory, 
however, were bound to provide a perpetual chaplain, 

who, by night and day, should minister t h e ri tes of the 
Church to the parishioners of Fyvie. The chaplain 
was to be insti tuted to his office by the Bishop of tbe 

Diocese, and was to receive an annual payment of 100 
shillings, ' w i t h which he shall be content . ' The last 

record of the priory is of date 1546, when in t be taxa-
tion of all prelates of t he Kingdom of Scotland for the 
sustentation of the New College of Jus t ice , the 
religious house of Fyvie is est imated a t £2 16s. In the 

Church at All Saints, Woodhead, there is a stone with 
the sacred monogram in bold relief which, according to 
the late Dean Wilson, formed a par t of t he old Priory. 
Mr Temple gave a large number of quotations from 
ancient records and charters , showing instances in 
which the Priory was mentioned. 

Another par t of t he paper was devoted to historical 
notices of the Church of St Peter of Fyvie. The 
earliest notice of this church is in 1178, when Bishop 
Matthew gives to ' God and the Churoh of S t Thomas 
the Martyr , Arbroath, and to the monks serving God 
there, the churches of Fyvie, Tarves, with the Chapel of 
Fuchal, etc.' This grant was confirmed by William the 
Lion, 1189.96, and at subsequent periods by J o h n , 
Bishop of Aberdeen, between 1199-1207, also between 
1207-8 by Adam, Bishop of Aberdeen. A largo number 
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of quotations from early records was given respecting 
the church. About 1570, William Chalmers, and 

Alexander Barroun were Readers; and from this date to 
the present time, a complete list of the incumbents is 
given by the indefatigable Dr Scott in his ' Fasti." 

Copious notes were also given by Mr Temple respect-
ing the Royal burgh of Fyvie. There was in ancient 
times, when Fyvie was a Royal residence, a Royal 
burgh of Fyvie, and there are several notices of the 
burgesses paying the accustomed firma or rent for their 
privileges to the King's Exchequer. According to Mr 
Burnett , burghs were generally leased, and leases were 
granted on sufficiently easy terms so as to afford the 
burgh in its corporate capacity an adequate income for 
the management of its affairs. Out of the practice of 
leasing the burghs grew another arrangement by which 
the burgesses got charters or feu farms from the 
Crown, converting their tack into a perpetual right. 
In 1319, Aberdeen obtained a feu charter for the 
yearly payment or reddendo of £213 6s. 8d. Banff 
obtained a feu oharter in the same year for the 
payment of £21 0s. 8d.; and in that same year 
the now lost Royal burgh of Fyvie obtained a 
charter for £6 3s. 4d., rather less than a third of the 
Banff payment. In 1260, when Reginald Cbeyne was 
firmer of Formartine, there is amoog his accounts 
rendered to the Exchequer a payment of ten merks for 
the lands of Kilmalcolm, let to the burghers of Fyvie 
for the year 1266. "Whereabout the land belonging to 
the burghers of Fyvie was situated, Mr Temple was 
unable to say. In the accounts to the Exchequer for 1329, 
a payment of 60s. ' de burgo de Fyvin' is mentioned 
as not appearing, aud also certain arrears of the 
burghers of Banff. The burgh of Fyvin in 1331 makes 
payment of £23 13s. 4d. for firmas or dues from the 
said burgh for four years past, up to the term of 
Martinmas. This is in the time of John Brown, Thane 
of Formartine. There was also a payment of £10 for 
the Chamberlain, and a payment of £1 for the hostel, 
age of John Cumyn, a t Is. for the hostelage of 
William de Monte Alto, who was Forester of Formar-
tino. In the account of Reginald More (1332), 
Chamberlain and Thane of Formartine, there is a pay-
ment of £10 from the Propositi of the burgh of Fyvy. 
The next account of tho burgh of Fyvy is 1340, and is 
in conjunction with that of Kintoir. Both Thanages 
were in the same hands by this time. The account of 
Gregory Boyn, a propositus of the burghs of Kintoir 
and Pyvy for 1341: For Kintoir duties, 63s. 4d.; for 
Fyvy, a like sum, 63s. 4d., received for the two terms 
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as is shewn by the le t ter of Reginald More ; also, a 
sum is mentioned from the burgh of Fyvie of £6 
received by David Buttergask for two years. 
Account of the propositi of the burghs of 
Fyvy and Kintore, received by David the 
clerk, 14th May 1341: He accounts for £14 8s. 4d. 
for t he dues of said burghs for two terms. After this 
t ime all accounts of moneys received from the Royal 
Burgh of Fyvie cease. Mr Burne t t , in n note on the 
Burgh of Fyvie, says—' Like Kintoir , the Royal Burgh 
of Fyvie sprang up under the protection of the King's 
Castle, and had i ts hostelage, and the rents of these 
two b u r g h s ' (as we see in the above entries) ' are 
sometimes accounted together . While Kintoir has 
remained to the present day a Royal Burgh, and one of 
the smallest in Scotland, Fyvie ceased to be so at an 
early period.' Soon after the above dates Fyvie Castle 
ceased to be a Royal residence, and the Burgh of Fyvy, 
depending for i t s prosperity on i ts proximity to the 
Court, i ts fortunes gradually ebbed away, and faded 
itself even from memory; for a t the present day wo are 
not able to point with certainty to i t s site. 

The above is the merest outline of Mr Temple's 
admirable paper. The paper itself, we believe, will 
form a portion of a work on Formart ine, shortly to bo 
given to the world by Mr Temple. I t will be recol-
lected tha t his book on Forgue met with a most 
favourable reception. 

On the motion of Rev. James Davidson, seconded 
by Bailie Smith, a cordial vote of thanks was passed 
to Mr Temple for his excellent paper. 
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