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shale a t Findon, f rom which have been got many fossil 
fishes. Good specimens are no t fonnd at this spot now. 
The fine collection of Gamrie fossil fishes in Banff 
Museum came f rom the neighbourhood of the Manse of 
Gamrie. 

On the Castle hill above the mouth of the Kirk Burn 
the re is a deposit of si l t containing f ragments of marine 
shells. Similar deposits are found at King-Edward 
between Plaidy and Castleton, which have evidently 
been brought into thei r present position by moving ice. 
I t may therefore be assumed tha t the Gamrie deposit 

has also been an old sea beach with shells in i t which 
has been moved by ice f rom i ts original position, and 
t h a t i t was dur ing th i s movement tba t its shells were 
comminnted and scratched. On this hill there is also 
an accumulat ion of fine sand marking a glacial sea-
beach. Similar sands a t t he same level may be found 
on t h e road f rom Afforsk to the Old Church, and there 
is a great accumulation at the same level above the 
village of Crovie. The Hill of Doun and other localities 
in t h e neighbourhood have sands a t the same level of 
similar origin. 

GAMRIE CHURCH AND CHURCHYARD, AND THE 
BLOODY PITS. 

Mr ALEX. W. FARQUHAR, schoolmaster of Gamrie, 
acted as guide to the par ty in visiting the Church and 
Bloody P i t s . In pointing ont objects of interest , he 
made a runn ing commentary full of information. I n 
t h e course of his remarks he said : -

The Founding of the Church.—I confess my inability to 
give in any detail , from my own researches, the history 
of the . foundiug of the Gamrie Church, or of the circum-
stances t h a t preceded it and were i t s cause. P ra t t ' s 
Buchan, and Bremner ' s Guide to Banff and i ts Neigh-
bourhood would appear to give all t h a t is generally 
known. Allow me t o supplement thei r s ta tements with 
t h e local t radi t ion told to me by some old residenters 
when I came to Gamrie. The five hundred Danes 
spoken of as having landed spread themselves over the 
parish, but the great body went chiefly to the Pitgair , 
Cushnie, and Minnonie direction. These on thei r 
r e t u r n to the sea were intercepted on the farm of 
Afforsk, t o t h e no r th of where t h e Gamrie Parish 
School t i l l lately stood, and were prevented from reach-
ing t h e sea a t Gardenstown as they intended. The 
field where t hey me t was, and is known, as the Cathill, 
which is said to mean the Battlehill . and on it f rom 
t ime t o t ime remains of ancient weapons have been 
found. The fa rmer or propr ie tor of Afforsk did yeoman 
service in th i s contest , feeling, no doubt , t h a t he was 
defending his household gods, or possibly dealing 
vengeance for tbe loss of his goods and chattels . The 
p a n e s finding t h a t a north-east approach to the sea was 
impossible, moved in a north-westerly direction, t h e 
brave followers of the Thane of Buchan keeping 
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pace with them, and determinedly shut t ing them 
on t f rom their boats ; and a running fight a t last 
brought the Danes to the spot of ground 
south of the church, and formerly the Gamrie glebe. 
Between them and their foes was t h e Den of Afforsk, 
and the difficult task was now before the Scots of de-
scending into the glen and forcing their way up the 
steep cliffs to where the Danes stood a t bay. F o r some 
t ime this they failed to do ; a st irr ing Homeric speech 
f rom their leader, Mernane, however, raised the i r en-
thusiasm, and, in spite of determined opposition on 
the part of the Danes, t he Scots gained the plateau. 
Here the fight was renewed, and slowly and surely the 
Danes were driven nor thward and westward, stiffly 
contesting every inch of gronnd, and availing them-
selves to the u t termost of t he natural advantages the 
ground afforded them. Finally, a t a point near the 
highest par t of the ridge, the Danes made thei r last 
stand, and fought till not a man was lef t alive, dying as 
brave men should do—sword in hand. At the points 
where the contest was more severe, heaps of dead bodies 
were found,and out of respect for the bravery of their foes, 
the successful Scots dug large pits—the largest would 
seem to be a double trench—and gave them Christian or, 
a t all events, decent burial. Nor were they unmindful 
of Him who granted them the victory. When the 
contest was still undecided, a t the t ime when thei r 
spirits flagged before making tha t wild rush we have 
spoken of, i t is not a t all improbable t h a t the i r leader 
vowed a vow, and dedicated par t of his means or spoil to 
the glory of God should success crown his efforts : and 
we can easily fancy with what feelings of gra t i tude he 
fulfilled his vow, and saw to the erection of the old 
church on the spot where now we stand. 

Gamrie Church.—Such is the origin of the old Church 
of Gamrie according to a local t radit ion. True or false, 
the story is interesting, and the conformation of the 
ground seems to sui t all the pnrticnlars of t he fight, 
The inscription on the stone in the west gable fixes the 
date as 1004. The present form of the le t ters on t ha t 
inscription is accounted for by the s ta tement t h a t t he 
old inscription becoming worn and almost undecipher-
able, the original stone was taken out, and a new stone 
with the same inscription inserted at no part icularly 
dis tant date. And now let us look at the Church itself. 
I t is evidently made up of two portions. The older 
portion to the east—the chancel—has clearly been 
raised and made to be of the same height as the western 
or longer and wider portion. This change was possibly 
made in order to procure sufficient height of walls t o 
receive Troup 's gallery on the south side and the sea-
men's gallery in the east. I t was only in 1739 tha t a 
gallery was erected in the west end, and th i s was long 
known by the name of the Session's gallery, as i t was 
erected by them and kept up a t the i r expense. The 
altar was, of course, in the east , and two doors were in 
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the south side, and apparently one in the east, made 
possibly af ter the Church became Presbyterian and the 
al tar was removed. I shall refer to the monuments 
inside later on. Meantime let me say that , though the 
people of Gamrie have not cherished their old Church 
and Churchyard as they ought to have done, they are 
not deserving of all the odium occasionally cast upon 
them. They did make an effort to preserve the Church, 
and for a time they vastly improved their Churchyard. 
I t is cast in the teeth of the 4 husbandmen, fishermen, 
villagers,' t ha t when the roof was decaying they did not 
l if t a little finger to save it from ruin. I happened to 
be clerk of a committee appointed in 1874 for the purpose 
of repairing the roads to tbe churchyard, preserving the 
church, and improving the grounds around it. The 
committee found that about a third of the roof in the 
west end had collapsed through sheer age, and fallen to 
the ground, but they proposed to retain the rest and 
make it watertight, and applied to the heritors for their 
sanction. They refused to give it, hut insisted that the 

whole of the roof should come down. In order to carry 
the heritors with us, we felt it necessary to yield on 
this point, tha t we might get their approval for the 
other works we proposed to carry out. The west gable 
was already tottering—part had, indeed, fallen—and we 
were anxious to get it secured as soon as possible. The 
Priest 's door and such windows as the mtison felt he 
could safely touch were opened up, the walls were 
covered with cement, the churchyard was levelled, a 
terrace being raised along the west and north walls, and 
the roads from the coast road and the beach were re-
made. Altogether we expended above £140. Strangely 
enough, the gentleman who, by his poem, called upon 
us to rouse ourselves to do something, gave ns his bless-
ing, but no material assistance of any kind whatever. 

The Gravestones.—The Churchyard of Gamrie contains 
no stone of any great age, and is not apparently the last 
resting-place of any man of high historical celebrity. 
Apart from the two Gardens of Troup, Barclay 
de Tolly, and Chalmers of Clunie, there does not 
seem to be any whose fame has travelled far 
beyond Buchan or the Boyne. Such stones as seem 
to be of some little interest I shall now proceed 
to show to you. The small tablet with the niche above 
it refers to Barclay de Tolly—a Scot abroad, I believe, 
in the service of Russia, who possessed the lands and 
castle of Cullen of Buchan, in the neighbourhood of 
Macduff. [The party had some difficulty in deciphering 
and interpreting the inscription on the Barclay tomb-
atone. I t may be noted tha t the Statistical Account 
of Scotland says that the ' Barclays of Tolly or Towie 
had their seat a t Cullen in Gamrie. On the east gable 
of the old church there is a Lossiemouth sandstone 
slab with the following inscription :—Hie jacet honor-
abilist vir Patricius Barclay dominus de Tolly qui obiit 

diemensis anno Domini millesimo, quingestsimo 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



52 

et Joneta Ogilvy ejus sponsa quae obiit sexto 
d ie mensis Januarii auno Domini millesimo quadra-
gesimo septimo. Above t.he slab is a small niche in 
whicb had been placed a cross, which accounts for t h e 
following line on the upper margin of t h e slab:— 
Patricius Barclay S. hoc me fieri fec i t ; t ha t is, Patr ick 
Barclay, under this cross, caused me to be made. The 
demolition of the cross a t the Reformation in 1560 
may have caused Patrick not to wish to be 
interred in Gamrie Church ; but he may lie there 
though the date of his death has not been 
inserted. ' ] The two flat stones a t the nor th side of the 
church cover the ashes of Major Garden, the first of the 
Gardens of Troup, and his son Alexander, and thei r 
wives, Bessy Strachan of Glenkindie and Bathia Forbes 
of Craigievar. On the wall, still westward, is t he f rame 
of what was considered a particularly fine marble 
monument erected to the memory of Lord Gardens-
town, one of the proprietors of Troup. The destruction 
of this monument is al together inexcusable, and we can 
only regret tha t t he shame mus t ever remain with us. 
On the west gable there is a stone ' Erected by his 
attached congregation' to the memory of the late Rev. 
James Cruden, minister of t he parish. Coming to the 
outside, I may remark tha t you will find a few stones of 
superior workmanship, but only a few, and I need not 
mention them, as your eye will see them at a glance. 
On this, t he south side, amid the wreck and ruin, you 
will find a few stones with verses expressive of t h e feel-
ings of the survivors of some of those lying here. One 
or two I will quote. On John Reid of Middleton :— 

Death is the last end of our mortal race. 
Each hour we spend we th i ther fly apace ; 
A lit t le t ime i t is in life we have— 
To-day we're here, to-morrow in our grave. 

The same quotation appears on the stone covering 
James Donald, but in the third line, for ' i n life/ the re 
is 'on earth,' and in the four th line, instead of ' t o -
morrow in our grave,' we find ' to-morrow laid in grave.' 
Near this, below an inscription recording the death of 
Thomas Irvine, shipmaster, are the words:— 

Tho' AEolus' blasts and Neptune 's waves 
Has tossed me to and fro, 
Yet now i t is by Heaven's decree 
I harbour here below. 
Where at an anchor I do rest 
With others of our fleet, 
Till the last t rump shall raise me up 
Our Admiral Christ to meet. 

I n another par t of t he churchyard, on the stone beneath 
which are interred the ashes of William Sangster, ship-
master, Gardenstown, I find 

A sea of danger here, a voyage of pain, 
And adverse gales at tend the sons of men ; 
Bnt when the s torms and toils of life are o 'er , 
Hope casts her anchor on Immanuel ' s shore. 
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Below the record of John Paterson is the following:— 
We die to live, and live to die, 
In Jesus Chr i s t ; and so did I ; 
"Which Christ as I have loved the best, 
Among the saints I hope to rest. 

A few inscriptions are copied in Bremner's Guide, and 
I need only point out the stones to you. The two I 
conclude with seem to be on more than one stone, with 
some slight variations. The one runs thus :— 

All you tha t come my grave to see, 
As I am now, so must ye be ; 
Life is uncertain, death is most sure, 
Sin is the wound, Christ is the cure. 

The other is :— 
How lov'd, how valu'd once, avails thee no t ; 
To whom related, or by whom begot. 
A heap of dust alone remains of thee ; 
'Tis all thou a r t ! and all the proud shall be. 

The par ty proceeded from the Old Church to see the 
Bloody Pits , and a halt was made at the top of Gamrie 
Mhor. Votes of thanks were cordially passed to Mr 
Farquhar , Mr Milne, and Rev. Mr Bruce for the 
information they had afforded to the party. 

Banff was reached in time for the evening train to-
Hunt ly . The weather having been fine, the trip was 
highly successful and very much enjoyed. 
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