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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29, 1885. 

MEETING AT BANFF. 

A MEETING of the members of this Club WAS held witbin 
the Academy Buildings on the evening of Thursday, the 
president. Rev. W. S. Bruce, in the chair. 

Messrs George Davidson, writer, William Robertson, 
merchant, Peter Milne, draper, and Sidney Scott, H.M. 
Customs, were nominated as members of the Club. 

Mr Hossack, the treasurer, submitted his statement, 
showing that there was at the credit of the Club the sum 
of £15 13s. 9d., the income for the year having been £16 
10s. of subscriptions from gentlemen members, and 
12s. 6d. from lady members, with a sum of 25s. arrears 
collected. 

Mr Yeats, the secretary, read his annual report, which 
referred to the papers that had been read during the 
year. .Reference was also made to the collection of 
local rock specimens in the Banff Museum which had 
been completed and arranged by Mr Horne. For this 
work, which could not have been accomplished without 
great labour and considerable expense, Mr Horne had 
earned the gratitude of the club and of all future students 
of the geology of Banffshire. Mr Horne has also made a 
complete classified catalogue of all the geological speci-
mens in the Museum, which will be printed as an 
appendix to this year's volume of Transactions. Copies 
will be also printed separately for the use of visitors to 
the Museum. Beference was made by the secretary to 
the arrangement under which the various subjects, 
Natural History, Geology, Antiquities, &c., were re-
mit ted to the care of committees with conveners, and 
i t was pointed out tha t all contributions relating to 
these subjects should be given to the conveners, or if 
these were not known, to the secretary. I t was added 
' tha t the description of a single rare bird, or plant, or 
rock, embraced in a few sentences or a few lines, as the 
case may require, would be thankfully received.' ' The 
man,' said Mr Yeats, * who has described one antiquarian 
or geological find, or recorded the appearance of one 
plant or animal not formerly known to belong to the 
district, has rendered valuable assistance in promoting 
the objects of the Club.* Reference was mentioned in 
the report to the loss sustained by the Club by the 
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death of the Rev. John Annand, Cairnie, and Mr James 
Hay Henry, Macduff. 

F L O RA O F B A N F F S H I R E . 

The president, Rev. W. S. Bruce, read the following 
paper on the flowering plants of the county:— 

The county of Banff is bounded by the Moray F i r t h 
on the north, on the east by Aberdeenshire, on the west 
by Inverness and Moray. I t s coast line is some 30 
miles long, while i ts greatest length is f rom the coast 
south-west to the point to which it tapers where i t 
touches Ben Macdhui, some 67 miles. I t s superficial 
area is 686 square miles. The basin of the Deveron 
occupies the greater par t of the eastern side of the 
county, and the basin of the Spey skir ts i ts western side. 

In Banffshire there are examples of all the ' Regions' 
described in Watson's Geography of British Plants , t he 
region of the plains, the medium region, and the sub-
Alpine region. The first of these has been known as the 
Laighs of Banffshire, a very fertile t ract of land skirting 
the sea coaBt and running inland up the valleys of Deve-
ron and Spey. The Binn of Cullen, Knock Hill, Hill of 

Durn, and the low hills running east f rom Culvie to 
Alvah divide this maritime distr ict from the medium 
region to the south of it. Here the surface gradually 
rises, and chiefly in the valleys made by the Fiddich, 
the Islay, and the Deveron, are cereals cultivated. I t 
is a hilly region, the hills being less rugged and of a 
more rounded outline than the high precipitous moun-
tains that occupy the south or upland region. The 
climate is more borealf than Scottish, and on the tops 
ot the hills sub-Alpine plants may be found. The up-
land region lies to the south-west of this median 
district, and comprehends the basin of the Avon, the 
Livet, and the Blackwater, i ts southernmost point 
culminating in the Cairngorm Range. Some of the 
grandest mountain scenery is found here, and the region 
is rich in plants of a sub.Alpine character. Several of 
the highest summits reach a height of 4000 feet, and 
around them have been found a number of Alpine 
plants. 

In these different distr icts of the county the soil 
varies greatly, being largely influenced by the geological 
formations which are found. The prevailing formation 
seems to be the lower Silurian, which covers the lower 
par t of the basin of the Deveron. Next to i t t he 
Devonian or old red sandstone is most largely developed. 
The basins of the Aven and Fiddich consist chiefly of 
quartzite, mica slate, and clay slate. Limestone is 
found in all three regions, but the southern end of the 
county is occupied chiefly by t rac ts of gneiss and 
granite. 

There exists no published flora of Banffshire a t the 
present moment, except the ra the r meagre records 
supplied by five or six botanists to Prof . Dickie's 
Botanical Guide. But the county, owing to the 
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