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sion was to Benachie. There we were on comparatively 
unknown ground. But we had the advantage of being 
accompanied by several gentlemen belonging to the 
locality, who spared no pains in pointing out the places 
and objects of interest in which this district abounds. 

The Catalogue of Rock Specimens in the Museum, 
mentioned in last annual report , has now been 
printed. Mr Horne kindly revised the proof sheets, 
and thus put the copestone on a work which will be of 
the highest possible advantage to fu tu re students of our 
local geology. 

Nine members have joined the Club during the 'year , 
and five have left the district, and there will, perhaps, 
be some loss of members from other causes. But making 
allowance for this, i t is probable t ha t our membership 
will be, at least, as large as last year. We cannot now 
hope to have our ranks recruited by the large batches of 
new members that used to gladden our hear ts during 
the first years of our existence as a club. But all who 
have the good of the Club at heart ought to be on the 
outlook for people of the right sort , and endeavour to 
induce them to become members. Our endeavours 
ought to be particularly directed to people living in the 
country. Our main object, as a club, is to search 
out and put on record as much as we possibly can 
of the antiquities, botany, geology, &c., of the district. 
And this end is most likely to be attained by securing 
the co-operation of those who take an interest in those 
subjects all;over the county and neighbourhood. 

P R E S I D E N T ' S A D D R E S S . 

After some routine business, including the election 
and nomination of members, 

Mr SPENCE delivered the following address :— 
In accordance with the usual practice, before retiring 

from the chair to which in your kindness you did me 
the honour of electing me twelve months ago, I pro-
ceed to make a few observations on the life and work of 
the Club during the year now closed. 

In regard to the life of the Club, it may be asked, 
Why should it live ? Why should it have life ? To this 
question many excellent answers have been set for th 
both by retiring presidents and by other members, and 
will be found in the by-gone transactions of the Club. 
I do not know that I have anything particularly new to 
suggest under this head, but as i t is wise at intervals to 
recall the reasons or motives tha t may have induced us 
to engage in any undertaking, I t rus t you will bear with 
me while I remind you of some of the motives which 
led to the establishment of this Society among us. 

The following, I think, are the main objects we had 
in view at the outset:—To make ourselves acquainted 
in a general way with the district of the country in 
which we live and move; to inform ourselves as to i ts 
physical condition, in order tha t we may know 
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practically something of the main features i t presents 
to ns under the light of the natural sciences; to make 
ourselves acquainted with its topography and with its 
history, the history of our ancestors, as that may he 
read from the remains of ancient times scattered so 
abundantly and in such variety of forms over its surface; 
to gather up i ts folk-lore and popular literature, much 
of which still remains to he collected in out of the way 
corners of the country ; and, in fine, to cultivate among 
ourselves and those whom we can influence an interest 
in such matters , believing that in so doing we are 
advancing in some degree the cause of science, and 
affording ourselves a pleasing and healthful means of 
recreation. 

These were, I think, the main objects aimed at by the 
Club on its institution, and I have no doubt you will 
admit tha t on the whole they have been well kept in 
view, and more than fairly well carried out luring the 
years of i ts existence. If you look back through our 
records, you will find that a great deal has been done 
not only of value to those engaged in the work, but also 
of value in so far as that we have attained, at least in 
some departments, a more exact knowledge of the 
physical condition of this district, and of its social pro-
gress from pre-historic times down to our own age. If 
you take the trouble to run over the whole of our 
transactions, I am sure you will not fail to be surprised 
a t the amount of reliable matter which they exhibit, 
and which would not otherwise have been available for 
use had i t not been for the labours of the Club. But 
the field is not by any means exhausted, nor is the 
Field Club, I believe; and we ought all to set 
ourselves to accomplish even better things than we 
have hi ther to done. For this reason I would earnestly 
call upon those members who have the time, all have 
the ability, if they would only think it, and especially 
upon those who have not yet favoured us with any fruit 
of their observations and speculations, to come forward 
in the good cause. Mount a hobby, I say, and ride it 
hard ; the exercise will do you good both mentally and 
physically. For our studies are to a great extent of a 
nature to lead us out of doors, whether it be in greg-
arious excursion to some distant hilltop, to some old 
baronial tower by the burnside, to some sea-beaten cliff 
with i ts mysterious geological problems, or on a 
solitary ramble over hill and dale in pursuit of flower, 
fern, moss, toadstool, and health ; or, in the semblance 
of an Old Mortality, to visit and meditate among 
the tombs, and gather up the life of our forefathers 
from the rude records of their death. I would 
especially call upon our lady friends to give 
us a little more of their assistance. We cannot com-
plain on the want of their countenance, and we must 
acknowledge tha t some of them have already given us 
a good deal more than t h a t ; but if they would only 
throw aside that diffidence, which becomes them so well 
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in general circumstances, and go in for making and 
arranging collections of the botany, of the folk-lore, or 
of the literature of our district, passing over the 
heavier parts of the business, snch as old red sandstone 
rocks, boulder clays, and megalithic circles, some of them 
might perhaps by-and.by break for th into articulate 
speech in this very hall, and receive the united applause 
of the assembled Club. The other day I heard a sermon 
preached on the classes of society who live for amuse-
ment. I t was suggested that there were not a few 
among us whose main business in life was to discover 
how to pass their time, not with any view to 
the advantage of themselves or of others, but 
simply to pass it so as to stave off the demon of ennni. 
If there be any such here, members or adherents, I 
would most strongly advise them to take up some study 
with earnestness of purpose, and, whether or not the re-
sults of their labour should ever see the light of day, I am 
very sure of this, tha t they would have their reward in 
occupation in not having to discuss with themselves the 
question—How am I to pass this morning, or where 
shall I go, or what shall I do this evening ? Human 
happiness consists largely in occupation. I t must not 
be supposed that this advice is offered only to young 
ladies. I t is meant also for young men, of whom there 
are many in and about this town, who might join us 
with much profit to themselves. We have not hi ther to 
been successful in drawing to us many of our young 
friends, and I think that it would be well if some steps 
could be taken, by modification of our rules, terms of 
subscription, or otherwise, to induce the young to 
join us. I think our Club is perhaps a little behind 
some of our neighbours in this respect. As a sugges-
tion, might not young men be admitted as associates, 
say, on the recommendation of two members, and on 
the payment of a merely nominal sum. If some steps 
of this character were taken, new life and youthful 
energy might be added to the Club, and i t might be the 
means of working out a greater amount of social good 
than it has hitherto been able to accomplish. 

I shall now take u glance at the work done during 
the past year. The first paper of the session was by 
the Rev. Mr Temple, Forgue. on one of the many baronial 
seats in the North of Scotland. The Castle of Fyvie 
is undoubtedly one of the most remarkable edifices 
in our district on account of its antiquity, for it has 
been historically before the country for more than 600 
years, on account of its fine architectural features; and 
also for the many very interesting popular legends 
connected with it. Mr Temple's paper has, I believe, 
well nigh exhausted the history of this venerable 
building, and we shall look forward to the promised 
outcome of his labours, in the form of a history of 

Formartine, in which the Castle and vanished Royal 
Burgh of Fyvie will no doubt form the central attrac-

tion. Next in order comes a paper on Stone Circles, by 
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Dr Milne, King-Edward, in which he is chiefly occu-
pied with an account of the Barra-geis of Mr Rust, 
commonly known as the Parkhouse Circle. In this 
paper, Mr Milne upholds the burial theory as to 
the origin of such circles, to the exclusion of 
the temple theory, grounding his opinion upon the 
fact that in some, I may say in many, of these structures 
indications of burial have been found. I submit, how-
ever, tha t this does not exclude the possibility of their 
having been in origin, and in nse to some extent, 
temples as well as places of sepulture. And notwith. 
standing what has been advanced by Dr Milne, Mr 
Gurnell, and others upon this point, I am still of opinion 
that the temple theory as to origin, combined with the 
temple-mortuary theory as to use. is the right one. Dr 
Milne, in this paper, also gives it as his opinion that 
these circles were in many cases raised by chiefs during 
their life-time, as places of sepulture for themselves. 
This may have been the case, but as far as I can judge 
from the data, I do not think that there is the slightest 
evidence that it was so. All the steps which he 
describes as probably taken in connection with 
the erection of the Nairn circle, to which he 
specially refers, may have been taken and car-
ried out just as well after as before the death of the 
person whose ashes were found in the urn there. I 
would not have brought up this point, as it is not a 
material one, bad it not been advocated by my friend, 
whom we regard as an authority in almost every line 
of study, and whose expression of opinion is of such 
weight tha t we are in danger of accepting it as final, 
even when we have an opportunity and are capable o[ 
testing the grounds upon which it rests. This Is an 
evil only too prevalent among archaeological students, 
whose maxim should be—Take nothing upon bare 
authori ty. Next in order comes my own paper on the 
same subject : and on the same evening the members of 
the Club had, through the kindness of Mr John Coutts, 
an opportunity of examining an excellent collection of bo-
tanical specimens from South Africa, made by our young 
fellow-townsman Mr Joseph Mackie, whose example 
should be followed by all Banff loons, whether at home 
or abroad. Next we have the very useful contribution 
of the Rev. Mr Boyd, Portsoy, on the art of seeing. Mr 
Boyd concludes with some remarks which we ought to 
take every opportunity of enforcing in the interests of 
the Club. He says—'That one of the benefits of a 
Field Club is that i t encourages the exercise of the 
habit of observation, and that excursions are especially 
valuable in this direction, for they familiarise the minds 
of those who have not been specially observant with 
the great importance of making an intelligent use of 
their eyes.' Mr Cramond next presents us with two 
nuggets from his own peculiar diggings. The mantle 
of the late Mr Jervise has fallen on very capable 
shoulders in so far as the north is concerned. But Mr 
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Cramond is not content with t h e l imited field of research 
occupied by Mr Jervise. H e finds grave l i t e ra ture 
outside the graveyard as well as wi thin i t . H i s 
researches in the records of ou r Town Councils, Presby-
teries, and Synods are very valuable, and I have no 
doubt he will be one of the foremost and m o s t accura te 
workers for the new Spalding Club j u s t s ta r ted . 

At the March and April meet ings of the Club t h e 
members had two unwonted dut ies to per form, t h e one 
of a very pleasing and t h e o ther of as sad a charac ter . 
I n March it was resolved to en ter in t h e minutes an 
expression of gratification a t t he compliment paid to 
the Rev. J o h n Milne, an ex-president of t h e Club, by 
the University of Aberdeen, in conferr ing upon him 
the degree LL.D. , and t o convey th i s expression t o D r 
Milne. For my own par t , had I been presen t on 
tha t occasion I would have had t h e greates t pleasure in 
concurring in t h a t resolution, for I should have been 
joining in doing honour to a man whom I have known 
and valued as a f r iend for t h i r t y years, and in doing 
honour to one who both in school and out of school has 
distinguished himself by his labours for t h e good of t h e 
profession to which we bo th belong. At t h e April 
meeting a well merited recognition of t h e t a len t s and 
services to science of the la te Thomas Edward , A.L.S. , 
a former vice-president of the Club, and an expression 
of sympathy with his relatives in the i r bereavement 
were entered on the minutes. 

Stone Circle Question. 
I come now again to the Stone Circle question. 

Indeed, I think th i s year may very appropriately be 
called the Stone Age of the Club, for t h i s question 
has occupied so much of your a t ten t ion t h a t I am 
afraid a good many of you will be inclined to 
call out, Hold, enough ! I n April, my fr iend, 
Mr Gurnell, sent me a le t ter on th i s subject , b u t 
as I was too much occupied a t t h a t t ime t o give i t t h e 
attention it required, and as all t h a t e i ther M r Gurnel l 
or I care about the mat te r , I presume, is simply to 
arrive a t the t r u t h if t h a t can be reached a t all with our 
present means of information, I advised h im t o p u t i t 
into shape as a paper for th i s club, which he very kindly 
did j and I shall now do my best t o meet his a rguments 
and objections point by point in his own order . 

Burial Theory.—Mr Gurnell allows t h a t t h e Temple 
and Burial Theory advocated by me ' is a reasonable 
one, and supported by modern ins tances;* b u t he 
meets me with two great author i t ies for the 
burial theory alone, t he late D r S tua r t and D r 
Joseph Anderson. I th ink I know Dr S tua r t ' s reason-
ing on th i s point, and it seems to me to be far 
f rom satisfactory. As t o D r Anderson I may 
admit t h a t I know only what Mr Gurnell tel ls mo, which 
amounts to th is t h a t t he circles are always connected 
with burials, an assertion which is certainly by fa r too 
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