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F R I D A Y , OCTOBER 29, 1886. 

M E E T I N G A T B A N F F . 

THE annual meeting of this Club was held in the 
Academy Buildings, Banff, on Friday evening—Mr 
James Spence, Peterhead, President of the Club, in 
the chair. 

The report of the Treasurer (Mr Hossack) showed 
a balance in favour of the Club of £15 9s. 6d. 

The Secretary, Mr Yeats, submitted his annual 
report on the proceedings of the past year, as 
follows :— 

Since last annual report was read on this night 
twelvemonths, the Club ha9 held six ordinary meetings, 
at which nine papers have been read. Of these papers, 
there is no need to speak at any great length, as very 
full and accurate reports of them will be found in the 
printed transactions. Suffice it to remark that we had 
one paper on the 'Flora of Banffshire' one on the 
importance of acquiring the Scientific Method, or, as 
the writer put it, on ' The Art of Seeing' and one on 
' Meteoric Showers; ' while no less than six dealt with 
historical and archaeological subjects. Of the latter, 
three were on ' Megalithic Circles.' This subject is at 
present occupying the attention of archaeologists all 
over the country, and the three papers read before this 
Club form a valuable contribution to its discussion. I t 
is also to be hoped that the publication of our reports 
will, in some measure, conduce to the more careful 
preservation of any remains of these interesting relics 
of a remote antiquity, which the builder and the agri-
culturist have spared. We had also an exhibition of 
botanical specimens by Mr John Coutts, and one of 
fossils from the clay deposits at Plaidy by the Rev. Dr 
Milne, for which the best thanks of the Club are due to 
these gentlemen. 

The Club has had three excursions during the past 
summer. The first, to Cullen and neighbourhood, was 
a joint excursion of the Banffshire and Huntly Field 
Clubs. The other local excursion was to King-Edward. 
These excursions were conducted by Mr Cramond and 
the Rev. Dr Milne; and, it is needless to say, nothing 
was omitted that could conduce to make them as in-
teresting and instructive as possible. The other excur-
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sion was to Benachie. There we were on comparatively 
unknown ground. But we had the advantage of being 
accompanied by several gentlemen belonging to the 
locality, who spared no pains in pointing out the places 
and objects of interest in which this district abounds. 

The Catalogue of Rock Specimens in the Museum, 
mentioned in last annual report , has now been 
printed. Mr Horne kindly revised the proof sheets, 
and thus put the copestone on a work which will be of 
the highest possible advantage to fu tu re students of our 
local geology. 

Nine members have joined the Club during the 'year , 
and five have left the district, and there will, perhaps, 
be some loss of members from other causes. But making 
allowance for this, i t is probable t ha t our membership 
will be, at least, as large as last year. We cannot now 
hope to have our ranks recruited by the large batches of 
new members that used to gladden our hear ts during 
the first years of our existence as a club. But all who 
have the good of the Club at heart ought to be on the 
outlook for people of the right sort , and endeavour to 
induce them to become members. Our endeavours 
ought to be particularly directed to people living in the 
country. Our main object, as a club, is to search 
out and put on record as much as we possibly can 
of the antiquities, botany, geology, &c., of the district. 
And this end is most likely to be attained by securing 
the co-operation of those who take an interest in those 
subjects all;over the county and neighbourhood. 

P R E S I D E N T ' S A D D R E S S . 

After some routine business, including the election 
and nomination of members, 

Mr SPENCE delivered the following address :— 
In accordance with the usual practice, before retiring 

from the chair to which in your kindness you did me 
the honour of electing me twelve months ago, I pro-
ceed to make a few observations on the life and work of 
the Club during the year now closed. 

In regard to the life of the Club, it may be asked, 
Why should it live ? Why should it have life ? To this 
question many excellent answers have been set for th 
both by retiring presidents and by other members, and 
will be found in the by-gone transactions of the Club. 
I do not know that I have anything particularly new to 
suggest under this head, but as i t is wise at intervals to 
recall the reasons or motives tha t may have induced us 
to engage in any undertaking, I t rus t you will bear with 
me while I remind you of some of the motives which 
led to the establishment of this Society among us. 

The following, I think, are the main objects we had 
in view at the outset:—To make ourselves acquainted 
in a general way with the district of the country in 
which we live and move; to inform ourselves as to i ts 
physical condition, in order tha t we may know 
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