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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 1886. 

MEETING AT BANFF. 

THE Club hold its usual meeting on Friday evening in 
the Academy Buildings, Banff—Rev. James Davidson 
in the chair. 

Mr Alfred Bell, London, was nominated as a member 
of the Club. 

THE ART OF SEEING. 

Rev. D. C. BOYD, Portsoy, then read a paper on the 
art of seeing. He chose his subject, not (he said) 
because h e h a d acquired the art of seeing, but, on the 
contrary, just because he had never acquired it. Per-
haps the fault in his case lay in part with circumstances. 
Brought up in a large town, he had not seen the flowers 
by the way-side till he was about five-and-twenty. He 
still remembered with pleasure what a revelation it was 
to him to find that there was so great a variety of lovely 
flowers and ferns and mosses to be found in every lane, 
and on every bank and wide-spreading meadow. It was 
in an English county that he first got his eyes half 
opened to the vision of floral beauty, to which they had 
been perfectly blind before. He said only ' half opened,' 
for he never got them fully opened, chiefly, he feared, 
because he had been too late in beginning. 

The chief difference, he suspected, between scientific 
men and other men was that the former had learned to 
use their eyes, and so to keep their intelligence awake. 
Perhaps something was due to natural gift, and it 
might be said, perhaps, of the observer as of the poet— 
poeta nascitur, non fit. Still, much could be done by 
education. A pupil must bo taught how to see and 
what to see, and by-and-by he will have learned to know 
what to look for. If one take a walk with a farmer 
through his fields, the farmer's eyes will at once fall on 
a thousand things which wore probably as much 
hidden from his companion as if they were buried deep 
in the earth. Two men will walk along a country road 
n the spring or in summer, the one of whom has been 

trained to use his eyes, while the other has not, and at 
the end of the walk has seen nothing or next to nothing, 
while the other will have seen every flower by the way-
side and every different kind of grass or reed in the 
ditch, and, perhaps, oven every different kind of stone 
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on the road or in the dyke, and i t may be also the con-
figuration of t h e country and t h e characterist ics of the 
landscape, and t h e various forms and outl ines of the 
clouds in the sky. 

• I have observed, ' Mr Boyd went on t o say, ' t h a t 
when ou t on an excursion with M r Horne, he has 
called at tent ion t o some geological fea ture on the cliff 
o r on t h e shore, and has invited us to observe the effect 
of some local action in the long bye-gone past . " Now, 
see how i t has become so and so." And he has been 
answered with a hesi tat ing " Ye-e-es," which indicated 
t h a t we thought we saw something like what he was des-
cribing, bu t were no t qui te sure; and perhaps the answer, 
if i t had been perfectly honest , would have been a down-
right " No." What was plain and evident t o his prac-
tised eye, was only vague and misty or absolutely non-
existent to us, because we did no t know what to look 
for . I had the privilege of being ou t wi th Professor 
Heddle for th ree or four days, a t t he t ime of the visit 
t o Portsoy of a few members of t h e Brit ish Association. 
One day, a t Dunnydiach Quarry, h e took up a bit of 
limestone, and, applying his pocket glass, he cried out 
with the delight of finding in the s tone a ra re crystal, 
h i ther to found in only five o ther places in Scotland. 
The Professor handed me t h e glass and the specimen, 
and invited me to look a t t he crystal , and I looked; but 
my untrained eyes, quite unaccustomed t o the search 
for rare crystals, could see nothing. I did no t know 
what t o look for . But when once you have learned 
what to look for , you can hardly t u rn your eyes towards 
the object without seeing i t . About eighteen months 
ago I was standing on the ter race of Voltaire 's garden 
a t Ferney, near Geneva. F rom the ter race you nave a 
magnificent view of Mont Blanc. A voluble young 
Frenchman was of the par ty . H e directed my atten-
t ion to a remarkable likeness of Napoleon which is 
formed by the summit of t he mountain, as seen from 
t h a t s p o t ; but, although he assured me tha t the thing 
was quite plain, laughably plain, and I looked with all 
my might , yet I could see nothing. Then ho instructed 
me how to look, and I t r ied once more, and there was 
the likeness sure enough ; so plain, so perfectly evident 
t ha t I wondered I could have been so stupid as not to 
have seen i t before—so outstanding, indeed, t ha t after-
wards (and this is why I mention the incident) I could 
no t t u rn my eyes to the mountain for a moment without 
seeing Napoleon's mighty head upon it.* 

The diligent, intelligent use of the bodily eye leads to 
the corresponding use of t h e mental eye. Every man 
who has used his eyes t o good purpose has learned to 
th ink about what ho sees and t o ask himself questions 
about i t , so t ha t he may understand t h e meaning of it, 
and t o compare one thing with another . I t was thus 
t ha t Newton saw t h e apple fall in his garden a t Wools-
thorpe . I t was t h u s t h a t J a m e s Wat t saw when he 
watched the steam coming ou t of his aunt ie ' s tea-kettle 
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and i ts lifting of the lid. Tyndall quotes a saying of 
Faraday late in life tha t he never fully understood an 
experiment until lie had seen it. 

Mr BOYD proceeded in his paper, of which we are 
only presenting a mere outline, to afford illustrations 
of his subject, and concluded by observing that one of 
the benefits of a Field Club is that it encourages the 
exercise of the habit of observation. The excursions 
are of course specially valuable in this direction, for 
they familiarise the minds of those who have not been 
specially observant with the great importance of making 
an intelligent uso of the eyes. Probably, some of us 
may for this reason have wished that we had joined a 
Field Club ten or twenty years ago. 

On the motion of the Chairman, a cordial vote of 
thanks was passed to Mr Boyd for his excellent paper. 

A vote of thanks was also passed to Mr Davidson for 
presiding. 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club


