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interest in the subjects for which i t exists—the pre-
servation of traces of local history and antiquities, 
natural history, geology, and kindred subjects. 

A HISTORY OF ST ANDREW'S CHURCH, BANFF. 
The P r e s i d e n t then read an interesting paper on 

this subject as follows:— 
In the course of the 17th century there were various 

changes of government both in Church and State. I t 
does not fall under my design at this time to deal with 
those in the earlier part of the century. I purpose to 
give you some account of Episcopacy in our town since 
the Revolution in 1688, therefore we need go no fur ther 
back. On the abdication of King James, and the 
revolution in the State, there was also a revolution in 
the government of the church, which, from the restora-
tion of Charles I I . , was Episcopal. On the accession of 
William, who was himself a Dutch Presbyterian, Pres-
byterianism took the place of Episcopacy, and became 
the established form of church government. On the 
present occasion I do not hold a brief for the one 
form or the other. My purpose is to give you a few 
particulars connected with St Andrew's Church from 
its foundation up to a comparatively recent period. To 
lead up to this, I am induced to mention that though 
from the Restoration to the Revolution the church was 
under Episcopal government, yet in many respects tha t 
government was closely akin to Presbyterianism. In 
1670, while matters were in this state, the Rev. Patrick 
Innes was translated from Deskford to Banff. In 1681 
he forfeited his benefice by refusing to take the test 
oath, which was objected to generally by all parties. At 
a later period his objections were removed, he took the 
oath, was restored, and held the living till his death in 
1699. His great grandson, now an elderly gentleman, is 
the Rev. Brodie Innes, an Episcopal clergyman, laird of 
Milton-Brodie, in Morayshire. 

Mr Innes was succeeded by Rev. Wm. Hunter , from 
Tyrie, described as ' a man of great energy, and strongly 
attached to his views.' He was evidently a strong anti-
Romanist, at the same time a Jacobite, and more than 
half an Episcopalian. In 1712 he was suspended for 
refusing to take the oath of Abjuration. His 
suspension was removed, and he resumed his 
duties for a time, but only to be deposed, 
April 4th, 1716, for witnessing the proclamation of 
the Chevalier St George in his own parish. His excuse 
for being present was that 4 he was dragged by force 
thereto. ' A month before his deposition he pleaded in 
connection with the accusations against him that he re-
proved his son (who must have been at least a licentiate 
of the Church) for mentioning King James in one of the 
dyats of worship. The son's defence was tha t he did i t 
being informed tha t t he Episcopal clergy did i t a t 
Aberdeen. The father 's 'answers as to whether he 
prayed for the Pretender were not explicit.' The Pres-Ban
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bytery were nob satisfied with his excuses, considered 
his conduct censurable, and referred the case to the 
Synod. By the th i rd Sunday of April t he church was 
declared vacant, the Synod having deposed him on April 
4th, as before s ta ted. Mr Hun te r survived his deposi-
tion 14 years. I have said this much about Mr Hun te r 
and his opinions in order t o account for t he fact t h a t 
the Episcopalians seem to have taken no steps till a f te r 
his deposition to provide themselves with ei ther a place 
for worship or a clergyman to conduct i t . On no other 
ground can I oiler an explanation of thei r conduct, b u t 
tha t Mr Hunter , al though holding his benefice as a 
Presbyterian, was a t hear t a Jacobite, and in all but 
name an Episcopalian. The parish schoolmaster of th i s 
period, a Mr Alexander Dawson, came to grief in like 
manner as Mr Hunter , bu t no t f rom the same cause. 
He refused to sign the Confession of Fai th , was deposed 
by the Presbvterv, who caused ' int imation thereof to 
be made from the pulpit of Banff, and the magistrates 
and others entreated to use diligence towards the 
speedy planting of t ha t post with a qualified school-
master conforme to law.* 

The next clergyman of t h e parish was Mr Jas . Innes, 
licentiate of the Presbytery of Strathbogie, and as we 
hear of no difficulties with him about subscription, i t is 
to be concluded that he ex animo conformed to the laws 
of Church and State. 

If so, he would not be acceptable to the Episcopalians 
of his parish. Hence we find t ha t by 1722 they had 
begun to build a place of worship for themselves. And 
it is evident tha t at tha t t ime a greatly larger propor-
tion of the inhabitants were Episcopalians than is the 
case now. For Episcopalians wero then only entering 
the fires of persecution, and tha t more on account of 
their political than their religious beliefs. 

The ground on which the new place of worship was 
being erected belonged to the Trades, and was by them, 
through their deacons, disponed, &c., to the Guildry of 
the town in these terms:—' That is to say, t ha t t he said 
above-named deacons tor themselves, and as taking 
burden aforesaid, Resigne, give, and destinat tha t piece 
of ground in the nor th end of the yeard, purchased by 
them from William Baird of Auchmeddan, on which 
the Chappie designed for an Episcopalian meeting house 
is now in building, for t he uses allenerly after-mentioned 
to the Guildry, reserving to themselves certain r ights 
and privileges.' Beyond these I cannot find t h a t any 
pecuniary consideration was claimed for the ground. 
The names of the Guildry, and also the deacons of the 
Trades, are given in extenso in the original documents. 
But as there is need to hasten on, I omit them, and give 
you some of the reservations by the Trades, which seem to 
us in these days not a l i t t le peculiar as regards a place of 
worship. ' Reserving to the said forenamed deacons the 
use of the said bouse af ter it is built and finished for 
keeping their public meetings, except on such days when 
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divine service is to be performed in the said house . 
As also reserving to t hem liberty for building a l o f t 18 
feet square, in t h e west end of the said chappel, for 
accommodating themselves, e i ther in t ime of Divine 
service, or , a t the i r public meetings as aforesaid, which 
lof t of t h e above dimensions for themselves, and, as 
taking burden as aforesaid, oblige themselves t o bui ld 
betwixt t h i s date and the 15th day of May next . ' 

' F o r t h e which causes, and on t h e o ther par t t he said 
merchan t s for themselves, and in name of t h e guildry 
above mentioned, oblige themselves, betwixt th i s and 
t h e 15th day of November next to come, to finish the 
house founded upon the ground above specified, t h a t is 
to say, t o furn ish i t with a suf fc ient sclated roof, with 
doors, locks, and windows, excepting the doors and 
windows belonging to the above loft , which is to be 
furn ished by the saids t rades themselves, and to ap-
propria te the said house a f t e r i t is finished as abovo for 
being ane Episcopal Meeting House in all t ime coming, 
and the saids merchants and deacons for themselves, and, 
as taking burden upon them as aforesaid, do ap-
propr ia te the said house for being ane chappie for ane 
Episcopal minister to preach and administer every 
pa r t of t h e ministerial function therein-t i l l in all t ime 
coming. ' 

' Debarr ing all Dissenters and Presbyterians from the 
use of t h e said house, and t h e said house is by those 
presents named by the saids merchants and deacons 
foresaid S. Andrew's Chappie, and do appoint for 
pa t rons and managers of t h e said chappie five of the 
guildry, and two of the t rades , to be chosen yearly by the 
gui ldry and t h e t r ades of t h e Episcopal Communion, 
f requente rs of t h e said chappie, and communicants 
therein." These pa t rons and managers had all necessary 
powers conveyed to t hem for the management of the 
p roper ty and electing a minister and doing everything 
required about t h e house in all t ime coming. Four ot 
t h e seven were to const i tute a quorum which was 
always t o include one of the t rades . 

These managers had, as one of their duties, to provide 
t h e Guildry and Trades and any o ther of the inhabitants 
of t h e Burgh of Banff t h a t incline to be hearers in the 
said chappie with convenient seats. And if i t happened 
t h a t the managers wore absent f rom meetings on 
account of t he i r own affairs, or ref ractory to a t t end 
when need required, i t was declared leisum and lawful 
for the Guildry and Trades to elect o thers being Episco-
palians in the i r room. Both par t ies obliged them and 
the i r forsaids to perform t h e premises each to other 
under t h e penalty of £20 stg., to be paid to the pa r ty 

eper former by t h e par ty breaker attour performance. 

Due consent was given to regis trat ion of the deed in t h e 
books of Council and Session or o thers competent , t h a t 
all execution may pass hereon in form as effeirs and 
cons t i tu te our procurators . 

There follows a long l ist of annual subscribers towards 
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t he expenditure of t h e congregation, and also a l ist of 
subscribers towards t h e building, which cost seven 
hundred and ninety th ree pounds twelve shillings and 
ten pennies Scots money, or about £66 stg. 

In the discharge of t h e acconnts a t th i s t ime, the re is 
a payment of 18 pounds Scots to Mr Campbell, minister , 
ba t for how long he ministered t o the congregation, or 
why his ministry ceased, I cannot say, bu t early in 1723 
a call was given to , and accepted by, Rev. Alexander 
Murray, from Aberdeen. The salary agreed on was £300 
Scots per annum—£25 stg. F rom the Register of 
Baptisms and Marriages ( there is no record of burials) 
kept by Mr Murray, he performed his first baptism in 
the congregation, April 8th, 1723, his last January 1st, 
1752, with 765 between, an average of over 26 per annum 
for the period of his incumbency. 

His registers are not sufficiently ful l to show whether 
he kept up the custom, prevalent in the la t ter half 
of the previous century, of having present as witnesses 
at baptisms a number of persons bearing t h e same 
Christian name as t ha t to be given to the child. I give 
as examples, 1695, Jan . 3—Patrick, lawful son of Wm. 
Scott, younger, Goldsmith, Banff, and Mary Mort imer, 
his spouse, was baptized. Witnesses—Patrick Ogilvie, 
his granduncle, Mr Pat r ick Innes, minister of Banff, 
Patrick Sim, Patrick Lawson, and Pa t r ick Ogilvie 
of Kaggal. 1696. Ju ly 26—David, lawful son of James 
Anderson and Jannet Henrie, was baptized. Witnesses, 

David Lord Ogilvie, David Sanders, David Strachan, 
and David Thain. Was this custom peculiar t o Banff, or 

did it prevail elsewhere ? 
Throughout his ministry the congregation appears to 

have been in a very flourishing condition, till, for 
political reasons, the building was burned to the ground 
by orders of William Duke of Cumberland on Thursday, 
10th April, old style, 1746, and lay in ruins for 6 years. 

One would have thought t h a t t he fact t ha t the 
minister was duly qualified, having taken t h e oaths of 
allegiance, &c., his church would have been spared. 
That it did not shows the lawlessness of t he time, or t he 
rough shod way in which Cumberland t reated those 
whom he supposed likely to favour the pretensions 
of Prince Charlie. The soldiers utilized some of the 
wood work to make fires in the houses where they were 
quartered. 

In March, 1752, steps were taken to rebuild the chapel 
on the original site, and t o procure a qualified clergy-
man, tha t is, one who had taken the oaths of allegiance 
to the King. They found a clergyman in t h e person of 
John Barclay, M.A., of Aberdeen, who was ordained 
deacon by the Archbishop of Canterbury on Trinity 
Sunday, May 24th, 1752, and priest some t ime in June 
1753. While the chapel was being buil t , services were 
conducted in a house on the west end of t ha t tenement 
of land, in the said burgh, belonging t o John Russel 
(merchant ?) there, upon the west side of the foresaid 
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High Street. The expenses and disbursements on 
account of the new chapel amounted to £279 11s. 6d. 
sterling, or more than four times the cost of the original 
building. Mr Barclay's salary was at the rate of £42 
per annum, payable quarterly, but he held the incum-
bency for only three years, leaving the charge a t 
Whitsunday, 1755. He was succeeded by the Rev. 
Nathanael Morgan, also a graduate of Aberdeen, who had 
been ordained by the Bishop of Gloucester for the con-
gregation at Ayr. He entered on his duties in J a n e 
1755, and performed them till December 1768, but the 
lat ter part of his incumbency was unsatisfactory. He 
seems to have mismanaged his affairs, was deeply in 
debt, was guilty of performing irregular marriages, and 
failed to visit his congregation or catechize the young 
and servants. He dared the managers to turn him out. 
But providence intervened, and he was laid aside by ill-
health, and disappears from the scene, whither by death 
or otherwise the record does not say. During his 
incumbenoy, however, a very important event took 
place in the congregation, viz., the purchase of an organ 
for £100 sterling, or thereby, in 1759, and sending a young 
man to London to be educated to play it . The organ 
gave satisfaction, and continued in use in the congrega-
tion ti l l 1871, and was then sold for £25. I may here 
mention that so early as 1723 the congregation paid a 
salary of £100 Scots to a Mr Schuniman as organist. 
There is, however, no mention of an organ, 
and, I presume, the instrument in the first chapel had 
been burned with it . Mr Morgan's unsatisfactory in-
cumbency coming to an end, he was succeeded by an 
Irishman, Mr Michael O'Clare, who had been in Elgin 
for some years. He ministered in Banff from December 
1768 till May 1769, and there is nothing particular to re-
mark regarding him beyond this, tha t his circumstances 
were straitened, and the congregation behaved very 
handsomely by him, giving him more than two years 
salary for six months ' work. 

At this time, the managers applied to Lord Fife, then 
in London, to help them to procure a successor, and his 
lordship wisely advised them to look near home. They 
followed his advice, and fixed upon Mr Chas. Cordiner, 
of Peterhead, who, in due course, was ordained Deacon 
by Bishop Newton, of Bristol, in 1769, and Priest in 
1770 by Bishop Trail, of Down and Connor (strange to 
say, in the town of Arbroath, though nothing remarkable 
when tha t prelate's ecclesiastical rise is considered), says 
Lawson, the historian. Mr Cordiner held the incum-
bency for 23 years. During his t ime there is little to 
remark beyond the fact tha t the congregation did not 
increase—found considerable difficulty in finding ways 
and means to meet the necessary expenses. This is to 
be accounted for by the fact that , before this time, there 
was another Episcopal meeting house in Banff. From 
the year 1746, there were a good many respectable people 
in Banff, who still adhered to the nonjuring clergy of 
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t h e Scotch Episcopal Church, t h a t is, t o those clergy 
whose a t tachment to the exiled Royal Family prevented 
them from taking t h e oa th s of ab jura t ion and of al-
legiance to t h e reigning sovereign. F o r a t ime, they 
had no set t led clergyman of thei r o w n ; bu t clergymen 
from elsewhere came t o Banff occasionally, and per-
formed divine service in t h e mos t private way in gentle-
men 's families and t o those who assembled wi th them, 
till, under the mild ru le of George I I I . , who discounten-
anced all officious interference with them, on the dea th 
of the Chevalier S t George, they began to erect chapels 
for public worship. 

In 1778, t he n o n j u r o r s of Banff took otf a feu in t h e 
Seatown, f rom the Magistrates of Banff. in the name of 
the Bishop of Aberdeen (Kilgour), and bui l t a chapel 
thereon. According to a local historian, a most respect-
able congregation assembled therein, under the pastoral 
care of Rev. William Smith , who was succeeded about 
1786 by the Rev. Jona than Watson, who, I believe, 
ministered also in Portsoy, and. a f t e r leaving Banff for 
Laurencekirk, was consecrated Bishop of Dunkeld . 
He was succeeded by Rev. J o h n Skinner, grandson of 
the poet, and son of P r imus J o h n Skinner, whose life 
has just been given t o the public by my f r iend D r 
Walker, of Monymusk. 

On Jnne 15, 1792, a bill repealing t h e penal laws of 
1746 and 1748 received the Royal assent, and, soon af te r 
the passing o£ this Act, t he Scott ish Bishops invited 
the clergymen of English and Ir ish ordination to sub-
mit themselves t o the Bishops of the several Dioceses 
in which their chapels were si tuated. In a very shor t 
time, most of these clergymen, with thei r congrega-
tions, were received into the bosom of t h e Scott ish 
Episcopal Church. 

Mr Cordiner. clergyman of St Andrew's, was one of 
the first to take this step, bu t evidently no t wi thout 
some hesitation. In a le t ter in my possession, by Mr 
Skinner to his fa ther , dated Jn ly 2, 1792, he says— 
'On Saturday morning, I waited on Mr Cordiner, 
where I was for more than an hour conversing about 
our Bill (the Disabilities Bill) and the prospect of our 
" united establ ishment." H e is much more our humble 
servant than formerly. Lord Kellie has acted the pa r t 
of a most able oculist to him and other of his fr iends in 
Banff. He has couched them all, and they now see 
clearly, what the dense film of worldly in teres t so com-
pletely obscured, the way wherein they should go. ' 
Another reason for Mr Cordiner 's readiness to accede 
to the union of t h e congregations is probably to be 
found in the circumstance t ha t his congregation was 
languishing, while the non-juring congregation under 
Mr Skinner was not only most respectable, but flourish-
ing. The tradit ion is t ha t Mr Cordiner 's congrega-
tion was small with a good chapel, and Mr Skinner 's 
large with a poor chapel. Be this as it may, t he 
union was effected on the 15th of Ju ly 1792, jus t a 
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month after the Bill repealing the penal laws had 
receives the Royal assent. There were a few malcon-
tents , the principal being David Cumming, a Lieutenant 
of Marines residing in the town. He flrst protested, 
and by-and-bje dragged the congregation into the 
Court of Session, involving them in expenses, although 
they gained their case, to little short of £300. These, 
however, were eventually made good, leaving a balance 
of over £20. through the generous exertions of Bishop 
Horsley of St Asaph, which were cordially met by all the 
English Bishops and the Archbishops of Armagh and 
Dublin. Mr Cordiner was the author of a series ot 
letters on the antiquities and scenery of the North of 
Scotland addressed to Thomas Pennant, Esq. Mr 
Cordiner survived the union only two years, and Mr 
Skinner became, on his death, sole clergyman. This 
position he occupied till October 1797. when he removed 
to Forfar, where he became Dean of St Andrew s. He 
was the author of two works well-known among Episco-
palians of the flrst part of this century—' The Annals ot 
Scottish Episcopacy,' and ' The Scottish Communion 
Office, with a Dissertation and a Collation of Offices. 

The next appointment, on Mr Skinner's removal to 
Forfar , was effected with some difficulty. The emolu-

ments in Mr Cordiner's t ime averaged only about £40 a 
year, and the congregation did not see their way to 
offering more than £60 now. At this period, however, 
such a stipend must have been considered something of 
a prize. Mr Skinner had come from Montrose to Banff, 
and there was'a feeling amongst the people of Montrose 
tha t Mr Skinner was induced to make the change 
through greed of filthy lucre. Here is an epigram 
applicable to the matter by his grandfather, Skinner of 
Linshard— 

• Had Skinner been of carnal min", 
As vainly ye suppose, 

Or had ho e'en been fond o swine, 
H e ' d never left Montrose.' 

Various local clergy were communicated with, but 
without leading to an appointment. The congregation 
then looked fur ther abroad, and a Mr Jowet, an Ameri-
can clergyman, being recommended to them by .Dr 
Gleig, Stirling, negotiations were opened with him, 
which eventually fell through owing to a difficulty about 
bringing his household gods from London, for he was, as 
he quaintly says, in the housekeeping line, and required 
a house also, or, in lieu therefor, £10 a year This the 
congregation, or the managers on their behalf, did not 
see their way to provide. , 

You know that about the end of last century, 
and even later, some unkind things used to be said 
about Banff, and the civility of its inhabitants. 
I do not wish, in any way, to give currency 
to the libel, and therefore will not repeat i t . 
But as a set off to it I quote this clergyman's estimate 
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of the good people, ' The polite manners of t he people 
of Banff, with whom Mr Jowet has had the pleasure of 
mingling, together with the i r hospitable reception of 
him, and friendly a t tent ions since he has been amongst 
them, claim his acknowledgment, and is t he preponder-
ating weight in t h e scale of motive t ha t has induced 
him to make up his mind in favour of moving f rom 
London t o Banff, on so slender an emolument for h is 
services, under all the inconveniences and unpleasantry 
of such removal a t t h e present inclement season/ 
Such was Mr Jowet ' s opinion of the people, and I think 
you will consider his es t imate j u s t when you hear what 
the section of them belonging to St Andrew's though t 
of themselves. * The managers recommended t h a t in 
case the congregation shall not be unanimous in their 
vote that t he minori ty will cheerfully acquiesce in the 
choice of the majori ty as the only means of preventing 
discontents and schisms, which would be highly unbe-
coming in a congregation of Christians, so well founded 
in their principles, and who have h i ther to conducted 
themselves with so much propriety and decency on all 
occasions.* 

The negotiations with Mr Jowet having failed, 
the congregation and managers, evidently wearied out 
with the search for a pastor, applied t o Mr Ja s . Milne, 
incumbent of Portsoy, with whom they came to an 
agreement, and he entered on the discharge of his 
duties Whitsunday 1798, and continued to do so ti l l 
April 1815. Mr Milne was an active and energetic 
clergyman, and had the esteem and good-will of his 
congregation, who were sensible t h a t t he emoluments 
paid to him were very insufficient fo r his maintenance and 
support, and far from being an adequate compensation for 
his highly meritorious and zealous labours as thei r clergy-
man,and so were extremely desirous by every means in 
their power, so far as their circumstances and si tuat ions 
in life would admit to contribute towards an increase of 
Mr Milne's emoluments, and thus induce him to abandon 
the resolution of leaving them. This was in 1804. 
Seven years later, Mr Milne's relations with his Bishop 
and the Synod became very straitened. ' J u d g e d by the 
minutes of Synod and especially by his own let ters , he 
was provocative, captious, and nggressive.' I t would be 
of l i t t le interest to give you all the details of the con-
troversy. Suffice i t to say t h a t * in consequence of the 
earnest solicitations of the managers of S t Andrew's, 
Banff, the Bishop accepted a form of acknowledgment 
from Mr Milne, of date April 3, 1814, and stopped all 
proceedings against him. ' Before another Synod, Mr 
Milne had severed his t ie with St Andrew's and betaken 
himself to Frederick Town, New Brunswick. D r 
Walker, in his life of Bishop Skinner, says in a note—Mr 
Milne appears to have been well equipped with profes-
sional learning, and he had certainly a very decided t u rn 
for controversy. While he was at Banff, he addressed 
t o his congregation what he called a " T r a c t " of 80 
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pages, entitled, " The difference stated betwixt the 
Presbyterian Establishment and the Episcopal Church 
of Scotland." * A new edition of the tract was published 
at Aberdeen in 1811. Mr Milne also published four 
sermons preached to his congregation about the same 
time. He was a great stickler for punctuality. Being 
summoned to Synod to give an account of his insubor-
dination and contempt of Court, according to tradition, 
he went to the place of meeting at the exact hour 
appointed, but finding no one there, he instantly left. 
On his way down Broad Street, he met the Bishop and 
some of the clergy on their way to the Synod. One of 
the party addressing him said—' Mr Milne, where are 
you going?' 'To Banff," was the reply. ' I was at the 
Chapel at the hour of meeting, but there was no one 
there to meet." In short, in his latter days in Banff, Mr 
Milne was an incorrigible brother and a thorn in his 
Bishop's side, that was well got rid of by his departure 
to New Brunswick, where he seems to have carried on 
his controversies on ecclesiastical matters with as much 
asperity as he did in Banff. 

On Mr Milne's resignation, two candidates were pro-
posed to fill the vacancy, viz., Rev. Charles Grant, 
Incumbent of Portsoy, and Rev. Alexander Bruce, St 
John's, Aberdeen. The latter was elected, accepted 
the appointment, was instituted to the charge in August 
1815. and held it up till May 1862, when in a good old 
age he retired, after an incumbency of 47 years, upon an 
allowance granted by the late Mr Morison of Bognie. 
In 1832 the ohapel, built in 1752, was found to be in such 
a state that it was fouod more advisable to build a 
new one than to repair the old. Certain rights belong-
ing to the trades, as mentioned in the first part of this 
paper, were brought up. Subscription lists for procur-
ing funds were opened. In March 1833 plans and speci-
fications were got from Mr A. Simpson, architect, 
Aberdeen. Contracts were entered into, and on St 
Mark's day (April 25th) of the same year the foundation 
stone was laid by Stewart Souter, Esq. of Melrose, at 
the south-east corner of the front wall with the usual 
formalities. Mr Bruce delivered a neat speech, and 
offered up a most appropriate prayer on the occasion. 
As there was no place for service while the church was 
abuilding, application was made in the proper quarter 
for the use of the Sheriff Court room. This was at once 

granted, and the congregation assembled therein for 51 
Sundays. The new building being completed, was con-

secrated on 1st S. after Easter, being April 6th, 1834, by 
the Right Reverend William Skinner, Bp. of Aberdeen, 
who preached on the occasion, and afterwards, assisted 
by Mr Bruce, administered the holy communion. The 
cost of the building amounted in all to £1133 7s., fully 
more than four times what the one built in 1752 cost 
(£279 l1s. 6d.), and about seventeen times as much as 
the one built in 1722-3. 

We have no detailed account of wages, &c., on the 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



98 

occasion of t he first building, b u t she i tems of expense 
connected with t h e 2nd are given a t g rea t length , and we 
find such entr ies as,—carting 180 loads of stone 18s. 9d.; 
paid 3 days souring lime, Is . 6d.; A. Morison, 3 day ' s 
work, 1s.; 3 bolls of lime, I s . 9d.; 2 d i t to , 1s. 4d.; to cash 
paid soldiers unloading lime, 3s.; paid a soldier 6d. fo r 
going t o Melrose t o enquire about slates. 

The PRESIDENT, before concluding, expressed his 
thanks t o t he members of t he Club for t h e kindness and 
courtesy he had experienced dur ing h i s year of office. 
H e said he had t he greatest pleasure in proposing as h is 
successor Mr William Cramond, M.A., Cullen, a gentle-
man who, since the formation of t h e Club, had had i t s 
in teres ts a t hear t , and done very much to promote i t s 
welfare and success. (Applause.) 

Mr CRAMOND, af te r expressing thanks for h is election, 
adverted a t some length to t he condition of t he Church 

Registers in the Presbytery of Fordyce. 
On the motion of Mr Ramsay, votes of thanks were 

passed to the Rev. Mr Davidson for t h e courteous and 
able manner in which he had discharged the dut ies of 
President during his t e rm of office, and for t he excellent 
and very interest ing paper he had j u s t r e a d ; and it was 
fu r the r proposed and agreed tha t Mr Davidson's name 
be added to the list of Vice-Presidents. 

On the motion of Bailie Smith, M r J o h n Yeats was 
re-elected secre tary; Mr G. M. Hossack, re-elected 
t reasurer ; and Mr Wm. Simpson, assistant secretary. 

On the motion of Mr Jas . Forbes, t h e following were 
elected members of Council—Andrew L . Nicol, Bailie 
s m i t h , Mr Bobert Sheriffs, and Rev. AE. Chisholm; and 
t he local secretaries and corresponding members re-
elected as follows : - R e v . D. C. Boyd, P o r t s o y ; Rev. 
James Sutherland, Turr i f f ; Rev. Alex. Bremner , Fyv ie ; 
and Messrs J ames Lawson, H u n t l y ; Alex. Thurbu rn , 
K.eith; J o h n Macdonald, Buckie; and A. W . Fa rquha r , 

Gamrie. 

MISSING PAPERS BElONGING TO BANFF B U r G H . 

Mr CRAMOND drew at tent ion t o a number of docu-
ments relating to the town of Banff t h a t were in 
existence about fifty years ago, bu t t he whereabouts of 
which cannot now be ascertained. He t rus t ed if any 
one waB aware where such documents were t o be found 
they would kindly communicate with him. The follow-
ing is a list of certain of t he missing papers :— 

(1) Memoir of the Town of Banff, drawn u p by M r 
William Reid, with eight documents a t tached containing 
l is ts of t he Magistrates and Council f rom 1788 to 1818, 
• the i r kinds and qualities," &c. 

(2) Three Memoirs relative t o t he Religious Houses 
and Foundat ions in and near t he town of Banff. 

(3) His tory of t he Castle of Banff f rom the earl iest 
accounts . 

(4) Two papers relative t o t h e dis junct ion of t he 
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