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T H U R S D A Y , J A N U A R Y 2 0 , 1887. 

M E E T I N G AT B A N F F . 

THE usual meeting of th i s Club was held on Thursday 
evening—the Pres ident , t h e Rev. J a m e s Davidson, in 
the chair. 

The Rev. D r MILNE, King-Edward, read the follow-
ing paper on 

BUCHANNESS. 
Stands Buchanness where i t did ? No. Dur ing the 

half-century I have known i t , t he re seems to have been 
no change in i t s pos i t ion; bu t if we go back two or 
three centuries i t will be found to have shi f ted about 
two miles and a quar ter , f rom t b e no r th side of t h e 
Skerry Eock to the south. Once t h e eas tmost point of 
Scotland, in la t . 57° 30' 0 " N. , long. 1° 45' 45" W. , i t is 
now in lat. 57° 28' 15" N. , long. 1° 46' 11" "W. I t s pre-
sent position I have taken f rom a naut ical almanac, b u t 
authorities are not a t one upon t h e ma t t e r . Chambers 's 
Encyclopaedia, in a shor t ar t icle on Buchanness, says i t 
is the easternmost promontory of Scotland, th ree miles 
south of Peterhead. I t adds t h a t t h e low rocks a t 
Peterhead s t re tch a l i t t le f u r t h e r east . By the Ord-
nance Survey map, th i s is a mile too fa r south, and t h e 
same authori ty makes no t only t h e low rocks, b u t the 
whole Kei th Inch f u r t h e r east t h a n t h e l ight-house. 
The Ordnance Survey maps contain no t a few e r r o r s ; bu t 
i t may be assumed t h a t the position they give for Pe te r -
head is correct . The Encyclopaedia Bri tannica, n in th 
edition, Volume I . , says t h a t Buchan Ness is t h e east-
most point of Scotland, and t h a t t h e eas t of Aberdeen-
shire is in long. 1° 49' 0" W. The last issued volume, 
XXI., pu t s the most easterly point of Scotland in long. 
1° 45' 30" W., a discrepancy of 4} \ Mackay's Manual 
of Modern Geography, ' specially adapted for proficients 
in geography,' says Bnchanness is t h e mos t E . point of 
the mainland of Scotland, which i t makes 1° 46' 0" W . 
All these authori t ies agree in s ta t ing t h a t Buchanness is 
t he mos t easterly poin t of Scotland, evidently influ-
enced by t radi t ion of i t s fo rmer posit ion, bu t all evi-
dently wrong if t h e Ordnance Survey is correct . 

I shall now proceed to show t h a t Buchanness was 
once really as well as in name the eas tmost poin t of 
Scotland. In t h e month of November 1556 a great 
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Russian ship of 160 tons, named the Edward Bonaven-
tura , with a Muscovite ambassador on board, having 
dragged her anchors under an east wind, was wiecked in 
Pett islego Bay, near Kynardis heid, in a dark night. 
The rude and ravenous people of the country adjoining 
rifled, spoiled, and carried away all the cargo that they 
could lay hands npon. Par t , however, of the apparatus 
of the ship and the goods with which she was laden 
were cast ashore at Buchanness, and appropriated by 
the inhabitants there, A claim was put in by the 
owners for rest i tut ion, and legal proceedings were 
taken, an account of which has been preserved in l a t i n . 
This is t he first mention I have found of Buchanness, 
and, though the account of the shipwreck and the sub-
sequent proceedings do not enable us to fix with 
certainty i ts position at this time, yet, remembering 
where the ship was wrecked, i t cannot be supposed 
t ha t wreckage floating with a flowing tide would pass 
Peterhead with an east wind blowing, and this, with 
the populousness of the place, goes to show that 
Buchanness was then the eastmost point of Buchan. 

A century later. 1654, was published at Amsterdam a 
Dutch atlas containing a map of the north-east of Scot-
laud, drawn by a native of Aberdeenshire, Robert Gor-
don of Straloch. This map shows Peterhead as the east-
most point of land with a bay to the south, in the very 
middle of which bay is Bnquhan-nese. This tells us 
nothing ; Bnchanness cannot be in the middle of Peter-
head bay. In the second edition of the atlas, along 
with the map, was published a description of the 
Sheriffdoms of Aberdeen and Banff, in which the 
following passage occurs:—'Taezalum promontorium 
visitur. hodie Buchan-ness, extremum ad ortum toto 
regno l i t tus ; ad illud, est oppidulum Peterhead, loco 
ad rem maritimam opportuno, si industria adhibeatur; 
a t quae fuerat at portum moles pene defecit. This 
tells us t ha t Gordon identified Buchanness with the 
Taezalum of Ptolemy's Tables; that it was the eastmost 
point of the whole kingdom; that at it was Peterhead, 
a little town well situated for shipping if a new pier 
were erected at the harbour instead of the former, now 
almost in ruins. „ , . . . „ _ . , _ 

A few years later, 1680, a description of Peterhead, 
wri t ten by the Countess of Erroll, says that Buchan 
terminated in this town as in a wedge or promontory, 
known better by the name of Bokeness, The town of 
Peterhead, she says, was erected by the George Earl of 
Marischal, who erected Marischal College, and on a 
par t of the town called Keith Inch he erected a strong 
castle, which, with the adjacent peuiusula, was the east-
most par t in Scotland. In this Inch she had seen six 
hundred men in tents in the time of the Rebellion, and 
these rebels of the English nation garrisoned in it for 
several years. The town had then as now three harbours. 
—Port Henry, named after Henry Middleton of Clerk-
hill, who made the harbour in the time of Earl 
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George, a hundred years before, and the north and the 
sonth harbours, between which was the Trot Valley, 
full of great stones scattered about, among which a 
violent, impetuous tide rushed twice every twenty-four 
hours. The Keith Inch was thus environed by the sea 
at high water, and Buchanness was sometimes on the 
mainland and sometimes on an island. 

The testimony of Robert Gordon of Straloch and the 
Countess of Erroll prove beyond all question that in the 
seventeenth century Buchanness was on the Keith Inch 
at Peterhead, and the eastmost point of Buchan. But 
something must have happened between 1680 and 1723, 
for in a description of the parish of Peterhead published 
in the latter year, we read—' The hills remarkable near 
Peterhead are the Buchanness or Sterlinghill, above the 
house of Bodham, an antient landmark. ' This is plain 
enough. Buchanness is now beyond the Skerry. 

The next account of Peterhead is dated 1732. I t 
states that ' t h e town of Peterhead (called in some 
Dutch maps Peterspoll) is so named because i t stands 
on a cape in the parish of Saint Peter . I t is built in the 
form of a cross, and has at the end of i t , on a small 
point called The Ness, a castle, built by the Earl 
Marishal.' The writer speaks from personal observa-
tion, for he mentions tha t the ale is good and strong. 
Still, we can hardly say from his description where 
Buchanness was in his time. The point on Keith Inch 
is the Ness, without Buchan prefixed. 

In 1795 we have the excellent statistical account of 
Peterhead by Dr Moir, minister of the parish. Amongst 
other things worthy of note he mentions the great 
periodic meteoric shower of the 10th of November 1766, 
which attracted so much attention in 1866, a hundred 
years after. Dr Moir says tha t the promontory called 
Chalk Inch, Keith Inch, and Greenhill, is unquestion-
ably the easternmost point in Scotland, and ought to be 
called Buchanness. The Trot Valley had been filled up 
by this time, and the Keith Inch was never an island, 
though the canal connecting the nor th and south 
harbours now permanently make it an island. * The 
termination of Stirling Hill i s / says Dr Moir, ' called 
Boddom-head, but in charts and by most strangers i t is 
styled Buchanness.' Dr Moir, we see, knew that 
Buchanness was the eastmost point of Buchan, and was 
on the Keith Inch, and tha t the point whereon the 
lighthouse now stands (it was not yet built then) was 
not the eastmost point of Scotland, and not Buchanness, 
but Boddom-head, and he wished to keep Buchanness 
for Peterhead, but the charts and strangers got the 
better of him. 

The erection in the present century of what is so 
widely known as Buchanness Lighthouse has almost 
obliterated all remembrance of the t rue original site, 
and subsequently the Ordnance Survey map has done 
much to perpetuate the mistake of calling Boddam 
Head Buchanness, That i t is a mistake, there is no 
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room for doubt. I t only remains to account for it. 
D r Moir saya i t waa the error of the charts of hia day, 
and going back to the map from which they must have 
been copied, we find in Robert Gordon's map the fons et 
origo mali. He places the word Buchanness exactly in 
the middle of Peterhead Bay, half-way between the two 
points t ha t bound i t . Some subsequent cartographer, 
copying his map, had moved the name a little off the 
middle line towards the south, and the place, once lost, 
could not be recovered. The very man whom we find 
in his printed description giving the first account of 
Buchanness has, by his map, led to its displacement. 
I t may or may not be too late to correct the mistake. 
The doing so lies with our Scotch school map makers; 
bu t a whole library of atlases, almanacs, encyclopedias, 
and geographies cannot alter the fact that Nature has 
made the Keith Inch of Peterhead the East Neuk of 
Buchan, and therefore i ts east point is Buchanness. 

Dr Milne also read the following paper on 

K I N G - E D W A r D — O L D W R I T S — P A T R O N S A I N T O F 

T H E P A R I S H . 

Having recently spent some time over some old writs 
in the possession of the minister of King-Edward, re-
lating to the Kirklands of the parish, I have been led to 
inquire how far back it is at all possible to go in tracing 
the early religious history of the parish. Of the religious 
beliefs of our forefathers, the pagan Piots of the north 
of Scotland, we know very little, bnt there is no ground 
for supposing tha t they practised any of the cruel 
r i tes at t r ibuted by Caesar to the Gauls of his time, such 
as the burning by the Druids of human victims in 
wooden cages. I t would rather seem that they wor-
shipped deities of the mountains, woods, rivers, and 
seas, traces of whom may be found in our legendary 
brownies, fairies, elves, water-wraiths, kelpies, and 
mermaids. Their deities were supposed to be somewhat 
maliciously inclined towards mankind if not duly pro-
pit iated. Their priests were persons who were supposed 
to have some influence with the divinities and to know 
how they might be propitiated. A trace of such sup-
posed power remained till lately, in the so-called witches 
of two or three centuries back. In this part of the country 
the influence of the old Pagan religion led to the worship 
of the devil, not from love, but fear. Most farms had a 
piece of unlaboured land called the 'guidman's craft.' 
On the farm of Strocherie, there waa a piece of land 
called The Given Ground, which was allowed to lie un-
cultivated till the end of last century. In this century, 
t he farmer of Auchmill wished to plongh up a Fairy 
Knowe at t he meeting of the Fisherie and Craigston 
burns, but his ploughman refused to meddle with 
anything belonging to the fairy folks. He had 
never seen them, but had often felt the smell of 
them baking when ploughing rather near the knowe. 
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